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OTHER VOICES

H ave you ever taken a
wrong turn, and after
looking around found

that your reflex was to check
your door locks, just to “be
sure”? How about when you
drive by Triune Mercy Center,
or Miracle Hill Rescue Mis-
sion? What goes through your
mind when you see homeless
men standing on the sidewalk
there? Still checking your door
locks?

Our reflexes are meant to
protect us, but in reality, they
can expose us to greater dan-
ger — assumptions about peo-
ple based on fear.

Fourteen years ago when
Homes of Hope was founded,
we discovered these rampant
assumptions and decided to do
something about them.
Through community and hous-
ing development, as well as our
job training program for men
overcoming addictions, we
learned about the people we
wanted to serve. We learned
that they were absolutely no
different than us. We learned
about their hopes and dreams
but more profoundly we
learned about their resolve. We
learned more from them at

times than we ever hoped to
teach them.

One assumption that is still
rampant today is that people
who are low-income or home-
less or substance abusers are
completely unfamiliar with
two people. We assume that
they don’t know Jesus and that
they don’t know Jack! We
found that many of them in-
deed knew Jesus and many of
them also knewmore things
about surviving and principles
of living than we did!

Sometimes they didn’t. Ei-
ther way, we learned how to
provide them an atmosphere
for empowering themselves!
Through community and hous-
ing development we learned to
not just build a house here and
there, but to create attractive
developments of energy effi-
cient homes that didn’t look
like your run-of-the-mill “af-
fordable housing.” We saw
entire neighborhoods trans-
formed as we eliminated dead-
end streets and pockets of
crime. As a result neighbor-
hoods were more connected
and unified; folks were on their
porches again.

We learned the importance
of building relationships with
the families we housed and the

need to help with things like
budgeting, banking and build-
ing savings, or connecting
themwith resources for educa-
tion improvement, specialized
job training or other life-skills.

We also learned that a man
committed to addiction-free
living and to new life in Christ
was still not fully equipped

upon his graduation from our
programs without reliable and
affordable transportation,
education improvement, af-
fordable and energy efficient
housing, and a living-wage job.

We learned all of this by
moving beyond our reflexes
and assumptions and by in-
tentionally deciding to invest
ourselves in the lives of good
people deserving an opportuni-
ty. On Jan. 31we will complete
our 400th home— but more
importantly we will have
helped our 400th family!

We will also graduate our
279th man from our program
for men overcoming addic-
tions. Of those 400 homes, 108
of themwere built in the West
Greenville neighborhood that
borders downtown. Since then,
that neighborhood has seen its
crime rate reduced drastically
and market-rate home buyers
are now choosing to build and
own homes there!

In celebration of our 400th
family housed, we are begin-
ning to raise funds for the next
400. Our “400 for 400” cam-
paign seeks to find 400 donors
of any amount to celebrate our
400th home with a financial
goal of $28,000. This amount is
the equivalent of a sponsorship

of one LoCALHouse — our
newest housing venture de-
signed for families in poverty,
giving them the opportunity
for asset growth, many times
for the first time in their lives.
LoCAL homes also prepare our
men for the job market by
providing specialized on-the-
job training in green building,
which leads to living-wage jobs
—which are crucial to their
success.

Join the celebration by go-
ing to our website www.home-
sofhope.org and becoming one
of the “400 for 400” we seek.
Also, please consider joining
us at 438 Perry Avenue on Jan.
31 for the ribbon cutting break-
fast (free to all) showcasing
our 399th and 400th homes,
which are also our first 2 Lo-
CAL homes.

Right in the heart of West
Greenville you will witness
great evidence of our work in
the neighborhood once known
to concern folks like us — the
ones checking their locks as
they drove through. We’re glad
we didn’t speed quickly away
because 14 years later, the
celebration of 400 families has
become a remarkable destina-
tion. Be a part of this journey;
help us house 400 more.

Join ‘400 for 400’ and help change Greenville
By Don Oglesby

Don Oglesby is the presi-
dent and CEO of Homes of
Hope, a nonprofit affordable
housing developer located in
Greenville. For more in-
formation go to www.home-
sofhope.org.
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T he Greenville Hospital
System Swamp Rabbit
Trail had more than

350,000 users in its first year
of operation, and nearby busi-
nesses reported revenue or
sales increases of 30 to 85 per-
cent, according to a Furman
University study released
earlier this year by Upstate
Forever and the Greenville
County Recreation District
with funding through the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency,
Furman University, Bikes
Belong, and the Greenville
Pickens Area Transportation
Study. Pickens County now has
the opportunity to bring the
same positive health, economic
and environmental impacts of
a rail-trail conversion to its
citizens.

The Pickens Doodle line is
an 8.5-mile rail line between
Easley and Pickens perfectly
suited for a trail providing
recreation and transportation
opportunities connecting these
two population centers. Since
there is no turnaround at the
Pickens end on the rail line, it
was necessary for trains to run
backwards in one direction.
This reminded onlookers of a
doodlebug, and the name
stuck.

The line’s current owner,
Pickens Railway Company, has

it on the market for
$500,000, and the cities
of Easley and Pickens
have both expressed
strong interest in con-
tributing toward the
purchase of the line in
hopes of converting it
to a public-use trail.

Public interest in the
project is sky-high. A
survey of Pickens
County YMCAmem-
bers found that a whop-
ping 84 percent “sup-
port the use of public
tax dollars to purchase
the Doodle Railroad for
a rails-to-trails pro-
ject,” and another 12
percent support the
project using only pri-
vate dollars. Half of
respondents even ex-
pressed a willingness
to contribute their own
money toward the pro-
ject.

The Greater Easley
Chamber of Commerce con-
ducted a similar survey of its
members, and 90 percent sup-
port “city and county leaders
working together to purchase
the property for the sole pur-
pose of developing a hiking/
biking trail,” as reported in the
Easley Progress. The Greenville
News has applauded the cities
of Easley and Pickens for their
efforts advancing the project
thus far. Even the Pickens

Railway Company, in a filing
with the Surface Transporta-
tion Board (STB), stated that
the right-of-way “is a good
candidate for a recreational
trail” and that the downtown
businesses in Pickens and
Easley “would benefit from the
use of the Subject Line as a
trail.”

Amidst overwhelming sup-
port for the project, there are a
few vocal naysayers who claim

that a conversion of the
Doodle line to a public
use trail violates the
property rights of the
landowners along the
line.

Based on cases in-
volving other rail-trail
conversions, including
a 2009 case in nearby
Newberry County, a
judge is unlikely to
agree. The law clearly
states that conversion
of a rail line to trail use
does not constitute
abandonment of the
right-of-way. Such
interim trail use pre-
serves the line for fu-
ture rail activation, and
STB retains jurisdic-
tion.

Luckily for adjacent
property owners, real
estate values often
increase when a public
use trail is constructed
nearby. In Mecklen-

burg County, N.C., real estate
increased in value by $3,200
within 5,000 feet of the green-
way trail. Similarly, a recent
study in Ohio suggested single-
family residential property
values increase by $7.05 every
foot closer the property is
located to the Little Miami
Scenic Greenway trail. A sur-
vey of 2,000 homebuyers, con-
ducted by the National Associ-
ation of Homebuilders and

National Association of Real-
tors, indicated that walking/
jogging and bike trails rank
“important to very important,”
behind only highway access.

Rail-trail conversions can
be funded through a variety of
sources ranging from federal
transportation dollars to pri-
vate/public partnerships (e.g.,
Greenville Hospital System
sponsoring the Swamp Rabbit
Trail) to grant funds and indi-
vidual donation campaigns. In
the case of the Doodle line,
both the cities of Easley and
Pickens have a hospitality tax
that could support the pur-
chase and maintenance of the
line or simply provide the nec-
essary local match for federal
funding offered through sourc-
es such as the current trans-
portation legislation known as
“Map-21.” ThoughMap-21 of-
fered each state the opportuni-
ty to opt out of recreational
trail funding, Gov. Nikki Haley
wisely chose participate in this
program.

The opportunity that stands
before Pickens County — to
convert an unutilized and ne-
glected rail corridor into a
public use trail that would
benefit area residents and
promote economic growth— is
one that cannot be missed. For
more information and updates
on this project, see www.face-
book.com/PickensCounty-
Doodle.

Pickens Doodle Rails to Trails gaining steam

Lisa Hallo is director of the Sustainable
Communities Program at Upstate Forever,
a nonprofit, membership-based organiza-
tion promoting sensible growth and the
protection of special places in the Upstate
region of South Carolina. For more infor-
mation, visit www.upstateforever.org.
Julian A. Reed is an associate professor in
the Department of Health Sciences at Fur-
man University and the principal investiga-
tor on the three-year study examining the
health and economic benefits of the Green-
ville Hospital System Swamp Rabbit Trail.
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By Lisa Hallo and
Julian A. Reed

T he unprecedented global
demand for mining raw
materials led Michelin to

announce in April a $750 mil-
lion investment in South Caro-
lina to expand production ca-
pacity for large earthmover
tires. This investment will
create 500 newmanufacturing
jobs in the state.

We were able to make this
investment due to the strong
demand from our mining cus-
tomers for our tires, which
provide dramatically better
performance that improves the
economics of their operations.
It must be said, however, that
we chose to invest in the Unit-
ed States in spite of growing
headwinds, including the un-
certainty of our economic and
political situations and the
highest corporate tax rate in
the developed world.

Unfortunately, the decisions
— and in some cases non-deci-
sions — by our federal govern-
ment threaten business com-
petitiveness in the United

States.
The most significant threat

facing a company such as Mi-
chelin in North America is a
stagnant U.S. economy. And
the greatest threat to the U.S.
economy today is the ever-
growing federal deficit.

The federal government
will spend $3.7 trillion this
year, but will collect only $2.5
trillion in revenue. Our accu-
mulated national debt has sur-
passed $16 trillion, having
grownmore than $5 trillion in
the past five years alone.
American families are expect-
ed to live within their means,
and businesses must balance
their budgets.

Why should our government
be any different?

An equally important ques-
tion is whether Congress is
capable of getting our fiscal
situation under control.

Our political leaders have a
clear choice: Continue to bick-
er and stand firm on party
lines and special interests, or
be bold and hoist the anchor of
debt to allow our nation to

move freely into a sustainable
recovery.

Several solutions for this
challenge have been present-
ed.

One example is the National
Commission on Fiscal Respon-
sibility and Reform, better
known as the Simpson-Bowles

plan, which provides a credible
blueprint for moving forward.
Simpson-Bowles would stabi-
lize our debt by 2014 by reduc-
ing tax rates and tax deduc-
tions. Spending on federal
discretionary programs, in-
cluding defense, would be cut.
The national debt, today at 100
percent of GDP, would be
trimmed to 60 percent by 2023
and 40 percent by 2035. Social
Security would be reformed as
well, ensuring that benefits to
current retirees would not be
impacted.

Regardless of our collective
path forward, we must un-
derstand and accept that some
level of sacrifice will be re-
quired by all of us. Our fiscal
imbalance today cannot be
resolved without compromise
and contributions by every
American.

Our members of Congress
must understand this as well.

It’s time for our South Caro-
lina congressional delegation
to step up, act courageously
and decisively and do what
they were elected to do — put

our national interest first. No
more squabbling. No more
grandstanding. No more politi-
cal battles fought at the ex-
pense of the American people.

And we in the business com-
munity, along with all citizens,
need to support our leaders as
they make the tough decisions
that lie ahead, even if some of
our own personal and special
interests may be negatively
impacted.

Achieving the “grand bar-
gain” will set the United States
on a trajectory of economic
growth and prosperity for the
decades to come.

It will again demonstrate
the ability of our nation to
come together and adapt to a
new reality. It will provide the
confidence and clarity that
businesses need to take the
risks necessary to invest and
create jobs. It will make the
United States the global-in-
vestment and job-creation
destination of choice.

And it will restore Amer-
icans’ faith in our political
institutions.

Congress must get our fiscal house in order
By Pete Selleck

Pete Selleck is president and
chairman of Michelin North
America.
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mental. And this seems
tied to the generational
proclivity to perceive all
things as relative.
No problem.
Which is, I promise,

my last nit. “No problem”
seems now to be the cus-

tomary reply to “thank
you.”

“Thanks so much for
the excellent service,” I
say to the waiter. “No
problem,” he says.

What does this mean?
That it wasn’t all that
much trouble? Or, that
service is a problem to be
solved?

Doing something for
someone in the line of

duty or out of the good-
ness of one’s heart is not
a problem solved. It is a
gift, a gesture. And when
someone expresses grat-
itude for that gesture, it
is customary to acknowl-
edge that you were hap-
py to extend the plea-
sure, not that it wasn’t
too bad for you.

Which is to say, you’re
welcome.

SPEECH
Continued from Page 8A

vative justices’ “combi-
nation of institutional
distrust — the court is
better at determining
constitutional meaning—
and substantive distrust
— congressional power
must be held in check.”

Clearly she thinks Con-
gress would be “better”
at judging the limits of
its own power. This fits
her assumption that re-
straints on its power are
anti-democratic.

She concludes: “For if
the justices disdain us,
how ought we to re-
spond?” Her pronoun
radiates democratic
sentimentality — “us”

conflates the citizenry
and Congress. Today, just
18 percent of the citi-
zenry approves of Con-
gress’ performance.
What becomes of Kar-
lan’s argument when the
conservative justices’
distrust of Congress, for
which she disdains them
as anti-democratic, is
exceeded by the public’s
distrust of Congress?

DISDAIN
Continued from Page 8A
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