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The river diagram demonstrates the same source of truth used in discipleship 
as in counseling.  It does not require a different source of truth or an entirely 

different set of methods.  Also, the same practitioners are involved.  

The river concept is used because it is the goal of our 
ministry to glorify God by having as many people in the 
main flow of the river as possible, where the current is 

swiftest, growing at the rate God desires.  

Normal discipleship when it is done 
well, presupposes  that counseling is 

always being done among members at  
different levels. 

 
This is “One Another Ministry” 

 
 
 
 

 

However, churches must also be concerned about another aspect 
of discipleship,  

the issue of helping people find the river that are broken by sin.  
 

That is why we emphasis that we do not have a counseling 
session with an unbeliever  - we have an evangelistic opportunity. 

Naturally from here problems are being 
addressed and solved. People are finding life-
changing answers to the everyday issues of 

life. They are growing spiritually and becoming 
more like Jesus Christ.  

The person stays in counseling only until he or 
she is ready to be enter back into the 

regular discipleship means of the church. 
 

Counseling “restores” believers back to 
usefulness in the local church. 

 



As we you can see from the last slide the local church is 

vital In the context of counseling/discipleship. 

 

In the next series of slides we are going to see how to 

formally Gather data with our Counseling Questionnaire.  

  

As we talk through the importance of each section of the 

initial data Gathering process, keep in mind the Key 

Elements in Counseling. 
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These Key Elements Should Be Part Of Your Thinking 

 As You Gather and Evaluate Information 

From The Beginning And Throughout The Sessions 


