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EDITOR’S NOTE
A recent survey conducted 
by the literacy organization 
Reading Is Fundamental 
(RIF) reports that only one in 
three parents of children ages 
eight and under read stories 
to their kids each night. That 
is a startling and sad statistic! 
Story reading and telling is an 
important part of our children’s 
development not just for the 
sake of literacy but for their 
spiritual growth as well. Telling 
God’s story to our children is 
the most important role we 
have as parents—it gives them 
a perspective of how God 
has been moving throughout 
history and allows them to see 
how He is working in every 
person’s life today. 

In this month’s issue of HomeFront we have focused on sharing stories 
around the campfire. GOD’S WORD (page 20) focuses on John 21:1–14 where 
Jesus shares breakfast with His disciples around a campfire. Our FAMILY 
TIME RECIPE (page 14) and KIDS IN THE KITCHEN (page 16) are both 
campfire meals that will encourage your family to share a meal and share 
a story! 

Throughout this issue you will read inspiring stories of God’s faithfulness 
in both the beautiful and the broken. You will see Jesus as the hero of 
each and every story and be encouraged to make these stories known 
and understood. Thank you for the privilege of walking alongside you and 
equipping you as you share with your children the greatest story ever told!

HomeFrontSPHomeFrontSP HomeFrontSP HomeFrontSP

Let’s Be Social!
Share your photos
using the hashtag

#myhomefront

© 2015 David C Cook
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The environment of STORYTELLING recognizes 
that God has been working throughout history. He is 
still moving and working today. All of the things He has 
done, is doing, and will do in the future aren’t stand-
alone, independent stories. These things all relate to 
one another, and together they create one amazing 
story, which we like to call The Big God Story. 

As we’re inspired by The Big God Story, we’re called 
not to keep it to ourselves but to give it away. We’re 
called to share our experiences of encountering 
a loving and faithful God. We’re a faith community 
that needs to hear how God is moving and creating 
a unique story in each of our lives. As we share these 
stories, with the help of the Holy Spirit, we can inspire 
and strengthen one another’s faith.  

Our hope is that this next generation will get a 
firsthand, awe-inspiring view of God as we pass down 
our personal stories of dependence on the Holy 
Spirit and share how God has shown Himself to us in 
unique and tangible ways.  

We pray that this month, as your family begins to 
tell stories, your family will be encouraged, and that 
telling these stories will compel you to share them 
with others.

Michelle Anthony
Vice President and Publisher of 
Learning Resources | David C Cook

          Twitter @TruInspiration

We believe that the Holy Spirit is God’s chosen teacher. 
It is He who causes spiritual growth and formation 
when and as He chooses. As such, we have articulated 
10 distinct environments to create in your home. We 
desire to create spiritual space, which we refer to as an 
environment, in which God’s Spirit can move freely.

Memorizing Scripture can be an 
incredible practice to engage in as a 
family. But words in and of themselves will 
not necessarily transform us; it is God’s 
Spirit in these words who transforms. 
We come to know God more when we’re 
willing to open our hearts and listen to 
His Holy Spirit through the words we 
memorize. Have fun with this verse, and 
think of creative ways to invite your family 
to open up to God as they commit the 
verse to memory.

Consider purchasing an 8” x 10” 
frame to hold your family memory 
verse each month!

FAMILY VERSE

Along with each subscription of HomeFront 
you will receive a digital pass that will 

give you access to an enhanced version 
of the online magazine.

Here’s to a new step in our adventure 
of spiritual parenting!

We couldn’t be more 
excited to offer individual 

subscriptions as well as 
bulk orders delivered right  

to your doorstep.

Simply go to the link below to subscribe today:
homefrontmag.com

It’s our pleasure to introduce
HomeFront in print!
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S’mores bar
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capturing the season
family time

WHAT YOU’LL DO

1. Fill your container with the lava rocks and or pea gravel. 
Depending on the size of your container, you can fill the 
bottom with something lightweight (packing peanuts, 
crushed aluminum cans, etc.) then cover the top with the 
rocks. This will help keep your container light enough 
to move. 

2. Place the Sterno containers in the rocks making sure they 
are straight and stable—you may need to adjust the rocks a 
bit for this step.

TO MAKE S’MORES YOU WILL NEED 
THE FOLLOWING INGREDIENTS

• roasting skewers

• graham crackers

• large marshmallows

• chocolate bars

• add a twist

 — use flavored marshmallows

 — add pre-cooked bacon

 — spread peanut butter on the graham cracker

 — replace chocolate with:

• peanut butter cups 

• chocolate-covered caramel candies

• chocolate-covered mint patties

1. Take two graham cracker squares and place a 
piece of chocolate on one of the squares.

2. Roast a marshmallow and place the roasted 
marshmallow on top of the chocolate. Cover with 
the other graham cracker square. 

3. The warmth from the roasted marshmallow 
will slightly melt the chocolate creating a 
mouth-watering experience for all!

“Please give me s’more!!!” This is what your family will be saying all summer when you make this simple DIY S’mores 
Bar for your backyard. It will create a perfect gathering spot for your family to share stories of all God is doing in 
your lives.

by Debbie Guinn
Debbie is the Editor-in-Chief of HomeFront. She has over 25 years of experience working in children’s and family ministries. She is passionate 
about equipping parents to become leaders of God’s truths in their own households. 

Twitter @homefrontsp

Instagram @homefrontsp 

WHAT YOU’LL NEED
• container—any type, shape, or size—

wooden box, galvanized buckets, terra 
cotta pots, window planters, etc. 

• lava rocks or pea gravel to fill container

• 4–6 chafing dish fuel containers (Sterno)
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family time

storytelling

Ricky impatiently tapped his fingers on his 
desk. He checked the clock for what seemed 
like the millionth time. “Is it ever going to 
be three o’clock?” Ricky thought to himself. 
He looked around the room at all the other 
students. They seemed to be paying attention 
to the teacher, but Ricky just couldn’t contain 
his excitement. Ricky knew that tonight, after 
school, his dad was going to pick him up and 
they were going camping! “Five more minutes 
... five more minutes” Ricky kept telling 
himself. Tick tock. Tick tock. Finally, after what 
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“YES!” Ricky almost shouted at his dad. 

“Great. For this story you need to come over here 
by me,” Ricky’s dad said, patting the log next to him. 
Ricky walked over and his dad wrapped his arm 
around his son’s shoulders. He began the story, “In 
the beginning …” and went on to tell his son about 
God’s amazing creation. He spoke about Adam 
and Eve and how they were able to enjoy a perfect 
relationship with God. Then the story took a turn for 
the worse. Ricky’s dad told his son about sin and how 
this sin separated us from God, who loves each of 
us so deeply. “Don’t worry though—God had a plan,” 
Ricky’s dad reassured his son. He went on with the 
story and told Ricky all about Jesus. “Jesus lived a 
perfect life and then He died on a cross, but Jesus 
did not stay dead! After three days, He rose again.” 

“Wow,” cried Ricky, “that is such a cool story!”

“Son, there is more to this story. Jesus died so that 
you and I and anyone else who believes in Him can 
have a friendship with God. Would you like to have a 
friendship with God?”

For a moment, no one said anything. The fire 
crackled and crickets chirped. Then, finally, Ricky 
spoke, “Yeah, Dad. I would like that.” Tears welled up 
in Ricky’s dad’s eyes. “Ok. Let’s take some time to talk 
to God.” 

Later that night, as Ricky was snoring in his 
sleeping bag, Ricky’s dad spent time in prayer. He 
thanked God for this time alone with his son, and 
reflected on the power of God’s amazing story.

by Krista Heinen
Krista is the Family Director at Elmbrook Church in Brookfield, 
WI. Krista helps equip and support the families at Elmbrook 
through resources, events, and conversations. 

Twitter @KristaHeinen

family time

storytelling

felt like forever, the bell rang. Ricky snatched his 
backpack and darted out of the classroom. He called 
a quick “have a great weekend” over his shoulder 
as he ran toward his dad’s truck. Ricky had been 
waiting for this father-son trip for months, and it 
was finally here. 

Ricky jumped into the front seat of the truck. 

“Now Ricky, are you sure you have everything you 
need?” Ricky’s dad asked with a smile. 

“I’m sure, Dad,” Ricky replied. “Now step on it—it’s 
time to go camping!!”

Ricky’s dad chuckled as he slowly pulled away 
from the school. As they drove to the campsite, 
the car filled with all of their favorite songs and 
conversations about all the fun things they had 
planned for their trip. When they finally arrived at 
the campsite, Ricky’s dad parked the truck and they 
both hopped out. This wasn’t their first camping trip, 
so they both knew the plan. First, Ricky’s dad pulled 
out the tent. Then they both worked to get the tent 
up and stable. Next, Ricky got out the pads and 
sleeping bags while his dad began to hunt around 
for wood to make a campfire. Soon Ricky’s dad had 
dinner in a pot, boiling over the fire, and they both 
sat down to watch with anticipation. 

Ricky’s stomach began to growl. Grouuuuugle.  
Graaaagle. Ricky and his dad burst out laughing. 

“You know, that sound reminds me of a story. 
Would you like to hear it?” Ricky’s dad asked. 

“Yes, yes! Please tell me a story!” Ricky exclaimed 
as he bounced up and down in his seat. 

“Once upon a time, there lived a giant grizzly  
bear …” Ricky’s dad began. 

After finishing the story, Ricky looked around 
nervously. “Dad, that was a great story … but do you 
think there are any grizzly bears here?” 

“No, son. You are safe here with me.”

Ricky sighed with relief. “Ok, my turn to tell a 
story. There once was a giant oak tree hidden deep in 
the forest …” Ricky made up a wild story with many 
twists and turns. When he finally finished, his dad 
clapped his approval. “Now that was a good story, 
son.” Ricky beamed, feeling proud he had created 
such a good story. 

It was getting late and it was almost time for bed. 
Ricky’s dad looked over at his son. “Ricky, would 
you like to hear the most important story ever told?” 

NOTE TO PARENTS

After reading the story together, it might 
be fun to finish the story prompts from 
Ricky and his dad. What did happen with 
that grizzly bear? And what is going on in 
the forest? 

Then take turns telling God’s story. 
Remind your kids that this is the most 
important story they will ever hear, and that 
the best part is: it’s true! 
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create
family time

WHAT YOU’LL NEED

• white poster board

• marker

• roll of clear self-adhesive paper

• scissors

• bowl

• 4 tablespoons silver paint

• 2 tablespoons clear dish soap

• small paint brush

• a quarter or other coin

WHAT YOU’LL DO

1. Make your game card at least a few hours 
before you’d like to use it—it needs time for the 
scratch-off paint to dry.

2. To start, make a grid with three columns across 
and seven rows down. 

3. In the far left column, write starter statements. 

4. For example, “Once upon a time,” “On a dark 
and stormy night,” “While driving down the 
road.” Make sure to get input from your kids for 
this. Older kids will have a lot to add while the 
younger ones might need some help. 

5. Next, move on to the middle column and 
add some twists and turns for the story, 
such as “...when all of a sudden a giant …” or 
“Immediately, it started pouring rain and …” 
These are the connectors that will help move 
your story forward. 

6. Finally, write ending or wrapping-up statements 
in the far right column. You might make some 
happy and some silly and some downright 
crazy! “And they all lived happily ever after,” 
“And finally, everyone packed up and moved to 
the moon!”

7. Once your game card has all of the phrases 
you’d like, cover the entire game board with 
clear self-adhesive paper. Smooth it out and cut 
off the extra. 

8. In a bowl, combine two parts paint to one part 
dish soap and mix using the paint brush. 

9. Paint over the words on your game card with the 
mixture and let it dry. Continue adding coats of 
paint until your words are completely masked. 

10. When it’s time to play, have one person scratch 
off the paint to reveal a phrase from the 
beginnings in the column on the left.

11. Once that person has started the story and 
kept it going for a minute or two, have the next 
person choose to scratch off one of the phrases 
in the middle and continue adding to the story. 

12. Finally, allow the last person to end by choosing 
from the right column. 

13. Have fun adding to each other’s stories and then 
reminding everyone that we get to be a part of 
the greatest story ever told! 

Practicing the art of storytelling with your 
kids can be a fun and engaging time for the 
entire family. This month find some time to 
create this storytelling board with your kids. 
Then choose some days during the month to 
practice story time!

by Angelina Pavone
Angelina Pavone is the Early Childhood Director at 
ROCKHARBOR Church in Costa Mesa, CA. She 
loves being a wife and a mama to her two boys as 
well as serving the families in her ministry.

  Scratch-off

 Story 
 Time
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game time
family time

WHAT YOU’LL NEED

• timer

• small ball or object

BEFORE YOU START

If you are able, create a small campfire 
in your backyard. If not, create a space 
for your family to gather that feels similar 
to a campground. Neither of these will be 
necessary, but will definitely add a fun feel to 
the game!

TIME TO PLAY!

This game is for the whole family! Round 
your kids up outside and have everyone sit 
in a circle around the “campfire” or in the 
space you created. Set your timer for 45 
seconds. Starting with an adult, each person 
will hold the ball or object and say, “I’m going 
on a camping trip and I’m bringing _________” 
(an item he would like to bring). He must 
then pass the object to the next person. Go 
around the circle, quickly sharing what each 
person would bring. Whoever is holding the 
object when the timer goes off is out. Repeat 
this until only two people are left. Once 
you reach the final two, cut the timer to 30 
seconds. The last person in the game wins! 

REMEMBER!

If you’ve ever sat around a campfire, you 
know the fun and memorable times that can 
come from it—eating food, playing games, and 
laughing with family and friends. But there 
is nothing quite like storytelling around a 
campfire. Storytelling is something we can’t 
get enough of; everywhere we look, people 
are telling stories—from books, to music, 
to movies, to advertising. Of all the stories 
that surround us, there is one more exciting 
and fulfilling than any other: the story of 
God. God’s story is vast—encompassing 
all of history—and full of battle, love, and 
redemption. Perhaps one of the most 
incredible things about it is that He invites 
us to be a part of it! As you round out your 
night, encourage your children to remember 
that storytelling is fun, and is something we 
were created to do. There is nothing better 
than knowing that God has given each of 
us a very special story that we get to share 
with others to glorify God!

by Heather DePartee
Heather is a newlywed and works as an Instructional 
Aide for Kindergarten students in Fresno, CA. She 
spent three and a half years working on the Families 
team at ROCKHARBOR Church in Costa Mesa, 
CA as an assistant to the Early Childhood Director, 
participating in the development of Tru Curriculum, 
and as an admin to the team.

I’m going on a

camping trip...
ALL PLAY
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family time

traditions

Fourth of July is my favorite holiday. While I love 
the fireworks, decorations, and parades, my favorite 
is gathering our family at the tiny beach cabin my 
grandparents bought in the late 50s. It’s been a tradition 
since before I was born to gather together and celebrate 
the Fourth in Manzanita.

I have many early memories from those special 
holidays. We would all crowd inside at night, laughing 
and catching up while waiting in anticipation for the 
parade in the morning. I learned to blow my first gum 
bubble at the parade when I was four! In the evening 
we always gathered around a fire on the beach to watch 
the fireworks.

After I had my own children, I wanted the tradition 
to continue. We’ve added some of our own as well. We 
get to the cabin before others to put up the decorations, 
many of them we handmade years ago. One year, we gave 
everyone a cup with his or her name on it. We still pull 
them out and decide who we’re going to be for the day. 
We set the chairs out on the parade route early so we can 
people watch and have a great spot to collect the candy 
people throw from the floats! After a full day, we build a 
fire on the beach, recounting stories from past holidays 
and laughing as we wait for the fireworks. 

Grandpa and Grandma are both gone now. When 
Grandpa was ill from the final stages of cancer, we took 
the upholstered rocking chair out to the parade route to 
keep him comfortable. People tossed long stemmed roses 
and beads along with the candy that year. At one point 

Grandpa stood up dancing with his rose and shouting, 
“Throw some beads to papa!” So we still bring out the 
chair as we dance and yell for beads.

This will be my first holiday in Manzanita without 
Grandma. We’ll pull out the Chuck and Mary cups and 
fill them with some flowers from the yard. We’ll set out 
the rockers on the parade route and wear the beads 
from parades past. In the evening, we’ll gather around 
the campfire on the beach, tell stories, and watch the 
fireworks. I know my heart will be full as we celebrate 
the gift of family and I watch my children make these 
traditions their own.  

This month, share the joy of traditions with the 
next generation. 

Think back on your own childhood traditions that 
brought you joy. Recount the stories, laughter, and 
memories with your kids. Are there pieces of these 
traditions you still carry on? Consider how you can 
incorporate your own touch to add to the stories in years 
to come. Remind your children that a tradition is simply 
handing down statements, beliefs, or customs from 
generation to generation—and it’s fun to create your own! 

by Nancy Thompson
Nancy serves as the Director of Children and Family Ministries at 
Pine Lake Covenant Church in the Seattle area. She loves to find 
joy in unexpected places, often while on an adventure with her 
three kids!

Family fourth
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family time recipe
family time

There’s just something about cooking a meal outdoors that screams summer! This is a 
basic foil-packet campfire recipe that can be adjusted and allow you to play around with 
your favorite combinations of meats, veggies and seasonings. Use our campfire recipe 
below as a guideline, but don’t be afraid to make adjustments to please your taste buds 
(or picky campers).

by Debbie Guinn

Yields: 4

Prep Time: 15 min.

Cook Time: 30 min.

WHAT YOU’LL NEED

• smoked sausage, fully cooked chicken or polish

• 4 medium potatoes

• 1 medium onion

• 4 large carrots

• 2 ears corn

• salt and pepper 

• canola or vegetable oil

• heavy-duty aluminum foil

WHAT YOU’LL DO

1. Divide heavy-duty aluminum foil into 4 large squares. 

2. Drizzle canola or vegetable oil on the foil. 

3. Slice sausage.

4. Peel carrots and cut into large pieces.

5. Wash skin of potatoes and cut into wedges.

6. Chop onion into large pieces and divide into 4 equal parts.

7. Cut corn in half, creating 4 small pieces. 

8. Evenly divide all ingredients between foil packets, starting with potatoes on the bottom.

9. Salt and pepper to taste. 

10.  Wrap and seal the aluminum foil creating packets. Leave room in the packet to allow 
air to flow through as it cooks.

11. Cook on hot coals for 15 minutes, flip and cook another 15 minutes. 

12. Serve in the foil packets. Open with caution—there will be a lot of steam.

campfire meals
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baNana boats
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Prep Time: 5 min.                    Cook Time: Campfire—about 6–8 min.      Grill—about 10 min.      Oven—about 15 min.                   Yields: 4

WHAT YOU’LL NEED

• 4 bananas

• 1/2½ cup chocolate chips 

• 1 cup mini marshmallows

• aluminum foil

OPTIONAL ADDITIONS

• nuts: almonds, pecans, or walnuts

• peanut butter

• peanut butter chips

• butterscotch chips

• caramel

• graham cracker crumbs
*  For an easy metric conversion chart, search 

the Internet for “metric kitchen.”

kids in the kitchen
family time

Banana Boats are a fantastic recipe to make with kids. They can prepare their own “boats” easily. And because the 
ingredients are few and the cooking process is easy, this dessert can be made while camping or while barbecuing in 
the backyard.

WHAT YOU’LL DO

1. Put a banana on a sheet of heavy-duty aluminum foil or two 
sheets of regular-weight foil.

2. Using a sharp knife, slice the banana down the center being 
careful not to cut all the way through.

3. Pack it full of marshmallows, chocolate chips, and any other 
extras. The kids can handle this assembly step quite easily.

4. Wrap the stuffed banana with the aluminum foil and 
crimp the edges. Put it on the coals of a campfire or on the 
barbecue. (If you do not have a campfire, you can put it in the 
oven at 400° F.)

5. Cook for about 6 to 8 minutes—if you’re using a 
campfire, check it more frequently, as you can’t regulate 
the temperature.

6. Carefully remove the foil packets and allow them to cool for a 
few minutes. When opening, be careful of the escaping steam.
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conversation starters
family time

The power of the grand redemptive narrative 
impacts our lives by giving us an accurate and awe-
inspiring perspective into how God has been moving 
throughout history. It is the story of redemption, 
salvation, and hope, and tells how we have been 
grafted into it by grace. It further compels us to see how 
God is using every person’s life and is creating a unique 
story that deserves to be told for God’s glory. 

Share with your children that every story they 
hear from God’s Word is part of one big story that we 
sometimes call The Big God Story. 

GET YOUR CHILDREN TALKING

1. If you could go back in time and witness a 
part of The Big God Story, what would you 
like to see or be a part of? 

2. Why does that part of God’s story seem 
exciting to you? 

3. How does it make you feel to realize that 
God is still writing His story and you are a 
part of it?

what 
if?
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family time

prayer

When I was a kid, camping was a regular part of my life. 
My mom would take my brothers and me camping for 
the weekend. We would set up tents and sleep under 
the stars. In the mornings, Mom would make a delicious 
breakfast of pancakes, and then we would hike and 
discover all of the hidden things God put in our world 
that we so often missed in our everyday lives. After a 
long day, we would sit around the campfire, roasting 
marshmallows, singing songs, talking about life, and 
telling stories. One of my favorite traditions was telling 
stories that went on and on. My mom would start the 
story but stop before the story was complete at which 
point my brother would continue on with his version 
of what happened next, but before his story ended the 
turn would pass to me and I would continue with my 
version of the next events, and so on until each of us 
had contributed. 

When my dad took us camping, things worked a little 
differently. Dad usually took us to a camping spot close 
to a large hot spring. We would set up his pop-up camper, 
and then we would go spend the day on the water slides 
or see who could hold his breath under water the longest. 
But at night, the story is the same. We would start a fire, 
cook some hot dogs, roast some marshmallows, and then 
tell stories. Usually we would take turns making up a story 
of our own. Sometimes they were long and sometimes 
they were short, but coming up with our own stories was 
fun and exciting. 

When I was old enough to attend church camp for 
a week, the camping looked a little different. We slept 
in cabins, ate in a mess hall, spent our days playing flag 
football, and eating enormous amounts of candy. But at 
night, the story is the same. All the youth would gather 
around the campfire, sing songs, talk about events of the 
day, and tell stories. Usually, in this setting, it was our 
youth pastor telling us a Bible story about God’s love 
for us.

One day, last summer, my husband and I talked 
about taking our own kids camping. Our schedules were 
busy and time just wouldn’t allow us to work it out. So my 
husband threw some tents up in the backyard, started the 
fire pit where we roasted marshmallows, and, you guessed 
it, we told stories. 

Listening to my kids tell stories (fiction or non-fiction) 
is one of my favorite things. Sometimes their stories 
are about things that happened that day, something 
that occurred with one of their friends, or something 
completely made up. 

God, our Father, is eager to hear our stories also. 
Approaching God with our story, the one that happened 
today, is prayer. Expressing to Him our fears, frustrations, 
hopes, excitements, dreams, and anticipations, and then 
laying these down at His feet and asking Him to be the 
author of our day, life, and circumstances allows the 
Holy Spirit to contribute, to come in and shape what our 
stories look like. Since God is the ultimate authority on 
creativity, since He delights in the details of our lives and 
the role we play in His higher story, we can trust Him to 
write a good script.

This month, as you pray with the children God has 
entrusted to you, pray that God would be the hero of 
our story. Ask your children to think of ways, in their 
own lives, that God has been the hero. Pray that we 
as characters would honor the role that God has laid 
out for us and discuss how our roles look when dealing 
with friends, teachers, difficult people, etc. Pray that our 
children find God in storytelling, and that they look to 
Him as their source of creativity. Ask God to help them 
understand that all scripts have highs and lows, but 
no matter the plot, God wins in the end. Pray that our 
storytelling, whether around the campfire, in the car, 
real, or made up, would honor God and the story He has 
written for us. 

by Carrie Skufca
Carrie is a full time mom with three children. She is a part time 
Ministry Service Representative for Tru, at David C Cook. Her 
passions include reading, writing, and volunteering at her church.
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family time

god’s word

The disciples, unable to hold back their smiles and 
laughter, couldn’t believe what was happening! 
Less than an hour ago they were cold, wet, hungry, and 
discouraged after an unsuccessful night of fishing. Now, 
with the sun coming up on a glorious new day, they 
were warming themselves by a crackling fire, savoring 
the aroma of a hot breakfast, and were looking again at 
the face of their beloved friend, Jesus. Not to mention, 
behind them was the fullest net of fish they had ever 
seen! “Just throw your net on the other side of the 
boat,” was all He had said, and then THIS! Their minds 
and emotions raced. It seemed like an amazing dream! 

Then, Jesus handed them some bread and fish. 
It really was Him! As their clothes were drying off 
and the food was satisfying their hunger, they finally 
(and excitedly!) started talking. And once they started, 
the floodgates of stories and memories burst open! 
“Teacher, this reminds me of when You told us to 
get food for those thousands of people, and we had 
nothing but a few little loaves and fish. No offense, but 
we thought you were CRAZY! How did you do that?” 
Jesus just laughed. “Peter,” John said, “remember when 
Jesus told you to open that fish’s mouth and inside was 
money to pay the temple tax? Be honest, you didn’t 
think that was actually going to happen, did you?” 
“Jesus, I knew all along you could do it—don’t forget I 
jumped out of the boat and walked on water!” Peter 
replied quickly. Jesus chuckled and patted Peter on the 
back. “Teacher,” James said, “this morning reminds me 
of when you first called me to follow you. I will never 
forget that day for the rest of my life. Thank you.” “Yes 
Jesus,” John added, “you have changed us forever, and 
we can never thank you enough.”  

Even more than the fire and the breakfast, what 
really nourished their souls and warmed their hearts 
were the stories they shared as they recalled what 
Jesus had done in them, through them, and for them. 

HEAR IT

Read the story of the miraculous catch of food, 
and Jesus serving the disciples breakfast, found in 
John 21:1–14.

The story above is what I personally imagine 
happened as Jesus and His disciples all had 
breakfast together. 

• What Jesus-stories do you think they might 
have told?

• If you could sit around the fire eating 
breakfast with Jesus, what would you talk 
about or ask Him?

• Who is someone you know who is a good 
story-teller of the things God has done in 
his/her life? 

DO IT

Taking time to remember what God has done, 
and to tell those stories of His faithfulness, is a 
meaningful tradition that has been passed down 
for generations of God-followers. 

With your family, as you eat a meal or, ideally, 
as you sit around a fire, share and re-tell stories of 
how God has surprised you, blessed you, provided 
for you. Be intentional about remembering the 
amazing things God has done for you and your 
family. Remind each other of how He has loved 
you well. 

Then, over the next week, share at least one of 
those stories with someone who has never heard 
it, as a way to point people to our all-powerful, yet 
personal, Savior. 

by Jason Kliewer
Jason is a dad of two daughters and a Community Pastor 
at ROCKHARBOR Church in Costa Mesa, CA. He has 
a Master’s in Biblical Studies from Grace University in 
Omaha, NE.

breakfast
  with jesus

PARENTS This is a story based on John 21:1–14.
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worship

Campfires lend themselves to storytelling. There is 
something about a group of people gathered around 
the warmth and light that brings a certain peace and 
fellowship. Maybe it’s the shape of a circle around the 
fire that creates intimacy, faces glowing orange. Maybe it’s 
the flames rising to a dark starry sky, reaching for the very 
heavens that hold the vastness of our Creator. As those 
flames rise, so do the stories of what life has brought, 
what has happened in the past, and, as families gather, 
it’s almost as if those stories pass hand to hand around 
the circle.

We make sense of experience through stories—
verbally and interpersonally responding to the work 
of God in our lives. Ultimately, telling stories—whether 
they be fiction or non-fiction—reveals more about God’s 
character as we discover His actions in our lives and in 
the tales we spin to make sense of this “lower story” we 
live in. C.S. Lewis once said that stories “steal past the 
watchful dragons” that often guard people’s hearts and 
minds, allowing them to acknowledge and accept truth.

As Christ-followers, each of us knows a story that 
demonstrates the infinite love and grace of a God who 
loves so deeply He was willing to endure death to save 
us from the depths of despair. It is our own story—the 
love story of a God who couldn’t walk away from His 
beloved. The epic adventure of life lived in the invisible 
and yet somehow tangible calling to pick up your cross 
and follow Him. The autobiography of our own lives, in 
which we surrender the pen to the Creator as Author 
and Perfecter of our faith, who is writing a story we are 
privileged to claim as our own. So this act of storytelling 
becomes an act of worship—an act of adoration to God, 
and one we must share with our friends and families.

Next time you sit around a campfire, or even in a 
quiet circle as a family in your home, tell your story of 
God’s infinite grace in your life. Take turns as a family 
telling how God has revealed Himself to you, what He 
means to you, and how He has transformed your life thus 
far, and what He might do with your future. When done, 
ask each person to point out one thing he or she learned 
about God from each story, and call those things out to 
God in worship to Him. As you tell stories and call out in 
praise with the generations represented in your family, 
consider Psalm 71:15–18:

by Courtney Wilson
Courtney is the Elementary Director at Christ Community Church 
in the suburbs of Chicago. You can usually find her chasing her four 
kids around with coffee in one hand and a camera in the other.

tell your story

My mouth will tell of your righteous deeds,

of your saving acts all day long—

though I know not how to relate them all.

I will come and proclaim your mighty acts, 

Sovereign LORD;

I will proclaim your righteous deeds, yours alone.

Since my youth, God, you have taught me,

and to this day I declare your marvelous deeds.

Even when I am old and gray,

do not forsake me, my God,

till I declare your power to the next generation,

your mighty acts to all who are to come.
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A BLESSING CAN BE A PRAYER OF COMMISSION, A BIBLE 
PASSAGE, OR WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT. BLESSINGS CAN 
BE SPOKEN OVER A CHILD FOR THE PURPOSE OF DECLARING 

GOD’S PROTECTION, JOY, AND WISDOM OVER HIM.

As parents, the list of things we are 
privileged to teach our children is a long one. 
From tying their shoes to driving a car, the 
list is filled with both mundane and exciting 
things. One of the greatest things we get to 
teach our children is that they have a story to 
share. A story of love, redemption, forgiveness, 
and one that is full of grace. When our 
children grasp the awe-inspiring realization 
that God continues to write our stories as 
a part of His big story, it is life-changing. 
This realization brings an excitement and 
responsibility to share our stories with others. 
When we share our stories, we are sharing 
a glimpse of His amazing works. Our story 
then becomes His story. 

by Erin Lorton
Erin works with family ministries at First Baptist 
Church Harvester in the St. Louis area. She spends her 
days raising three high-energy, full-of-life little boys. 
She loves being a mom and seeing parents learn how 
to build a home that is filled with the love of Jesus. 

Instagram @elorton

READ
Parents, read Psalm 96:3 (NLT) over your  
children:

“Publish his glorious deeds among the 
nations. Tell everyone about the amazing 
things he does.’’ 

BLESS

Then, pray this blessing over your children.

(Child’s name), may you know the love your 
God has for you. May you allow Him to 
continue to write your story, and may your lips 
always speak of the wonderful things He has 
done for you.

blessing
family time
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family time
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themselves, and create the space to become who 
they were meant to be. This was the start of Liberate. 

We have dreamt the dream to redeem the beauty 
from the destruction that surrounds them. 

Two years ago, we launched our dream into 
reality. It all began with a few dollars in the bank, 
two best friends, a miraculous support system, and 
a determination to make the impossible happen.  
These past two years have been an incredible 
journey, we have been so fortunate to be able to 
represent the idea of fashion having a purpose for 
good, of creating a business that creates positive 
change in the world, and creating a brand we are 
proud to represent. 

We are excited to continue this journey and 
encourage you to purchase our jewelry and apparel 
so that you too can be a part of changing lives. 

— Jackie and Melanie 

Website liberateapparel.com

Facebook Liberate Apparel

Instagram @liberateapparel

Twitter @liberateapparel

taking action
family time

Liberate came from a dream—a dream to help 
women find freedom from abuse, poverty, low 
self-worth, cultural norms that cause harm, and 
every issue that inhibits us to live life and give love 
to others.

Liberate was designed with the purpose to use 
fashion to enable individuals to live life. Nearly half 
the world lacks basic food, shelter, and clean water.  
one in every seven people will go to bed hungry 
tonight. There’s a simple saying that speaks our 
purpose: if you feed a man a fish he will eat for a day, 
but if you teach a man to fish he will eat for a lifetime. 
We are in the business of teaching to empower 
freedom to live life independently.

We have worked in the Dominican Republic and 
Haiti for quite a few years alongside a non-profit that 
focuses primarily on youth and families. Over and 
over again we saw girls and young women change 
their lives to live with purpose, free from the things 
that harmed them, yet would be pulled back into a 
destructive environment because they lacked the 
resources to take care of themselves. 

We wanted to do something more to come 
alongside and provide jobs to help them meet their 
basic needs. Jobs that would provide more than an 
income but give them a purpose, help them value 
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Situated on the east-central coast of the 
continent, Brazil is the largest country in 
South America. Occupying nearly half of 
the South American continent, it covers 
an area of 3,286,488 square miles. Brazil 
is bounded on the north by Venezuela, 
Guyana, Suriname, and French Guiana, on 
the northeast, east, and southeast by the 
Atlantic Ocean, on the south by Uruguay, 
on the southwest by Argentina and 
Paraguay, on the west by Bolivia and Peru, 
and on the northwest by Colombia.

 

There are over 203 million people who call 
Brazil their home.  

If you lived in Brazil, you would eat a lot 
of barbecue. Brazil claims to be South 
America’s barbecue champion. Root 
vegetables such as cassava, yams, and fruit 
like açaí, cupuaçu, mango, papaya, guava, 
orange, passion fruit, pineapple, and hog 
plum are among the local ingredients used 
in cooking.

If you lived in Brazil you would most likely 
go to a Roman Catholic Church.

To talk to your friends in Brazil you 
would speak Portuguese. To say hello you 
would say: 

Olá (pronounced oh-la)

global
family time

Awakening a compassionate heart and a global 
mind-set in children for people beyond the  
boundaries of their own neighborhoods.

DID YOU KNOW ? 
• Brazil is home to a wide range of animals, including 

armadillos, tapirs, jaguars, and pumas. It has more 
species of monkey than any other nation.

• The Christ Redeemer statue is located in Rio 
De Janeiro, Brazil and is one of the New Seven 
Wonders of the World.

• Fishermen in Laguna, in the southeast of Brazil, 
are able to use dolphins to help them catch dinner. 
The animals herd fish toward waiting nets, even 
flicking their head to indicate that the trap has 
been set.

Inmates in four federal prisons holding some of Brazil’s 
most notorious criminals will be able to read up to 12 
works of literature, philosophy, science, or classics to trim 
a maximum 48 days off their sentence each year, the 
government announced.

Prisoners will have up to four weeks to read each book and 
write an essay, which must “make correct use of paragraphs, 
be free of corrections, use margins and legible joined-up 
writing,” said the notice published in the official gazette.

A special panel will decide which inmates are eligible 
to participate in the program dubbed “Redemption 
through Reading.”

  NOW THAT WE KNOW THE 
LOCATION OF BRAZIL,  

LET’S MEET ITS PEOPLE.

Brazil

Bolivia

Paraguay

Argentina

Chile

Peru

Colombia

Venezuela

Guyana
Suriname

French Guiana

POPULATION 
203,657,210
LANGUAGE

Portuguese
RELIGION

Roman Catholic 64.6%
Protestant 22.2%

 Non-Religious 8%

BRAZIL
Where in the World Is ...
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INSPIRE  
PARENTING BLOGS TO SPUR 
YOU ON AND MOTIVATE YOU 
AS YOU SPIRITUALLY PARENT 
YOUR CHILDREN.

Equip
RESOURCES TO PREPARE YOU AS 
YOU NAVIGATE THROUGH TOUGH 
AGES AND TOUGH TOPICS.

Support
WALKING ALONGSIDE YOU TO 
PROMOTE HEALTHY MARRIAGES 
AND ENCOURAGE YOU AS YOU 
SPIRITUALLY GRANDPARENT 
YOUR GRANDCHILDREN.

OUR PRAYER IS THAT THE NEXT FEW PAGES WILL INSPIRE, EQUIP, 

AND SUPPORT YOU ON YOUR SPIRITUAL PARENTING JOURNEY.
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THE POWER IN WEAKNESS  | KARA NOEL LAWSON

I love my kids. That’s nothing new, most people love their kids. But I actually like my kids. I like being around 
them. I like them as the awesome little people God made them to be. Each of them is so different from one 
another. SO DIFFERENT. 

This strikes me as odd because we had all four of them within a short five-year span. As a parent, I feel like 
our philosophy has stayed true though each new addition to the family. Our parenting style has stayed consistent 
with each of our children. 

But one of our kids is not like the others. One of them dances to the beat of his own drum—actually he is 
playing the banjo, out of tune, while the rest of the children are playing the drums. Our third child, Cyrus, is just 
a bit more … um … hectic, than the others. Everything he does is at 110%. He can be wild, destructive, act without 
thinking, and he is loud. So so so loud.

About a year ago God really challenged us to change our mind-set 
regarding the way we label Cyrus’ (ahem) less desirable qualities. 
I’m not saying we began to praise poor behavior or unwise decisions. 
But, instead of “wild” we would say “carefree,” instead of “destructive” 
we would say “strong,” instead of “acts without thinking” we would say 
“brave,” and as far as loud … well, he’s just loud.

We wanted to affirm the unique way God made him, without 
giving him a negative perception of his traits. Or even worse, helping 
him form his own identity around negative labels. We wanted to change 
labels the world says are weaknesses, into strengths.

We started telling him stories about a little boy named Byrus (so 
clever, I know). Byrus is a lot like Cyrus—he is strong, brave, and loud. 
All the stories celebrate those God-given talents, and Byrus uses his talents to follow Jesus, to serve others, or to 
save the day. 

Byrus is strong and has used his strength to stop elephants from trampling villages.

Byrus stands up for his friends getting bullied, even if he has to stand alone, because he is brave. 

Byrus is LOUD, and one time he met a family who didn’t have a home to live in or food to eat. He stood in the 
middle of a street and shouted for people to help the family in need. The whole city heard his lone loud voice, 
and the family was saved. 

Byrus is an earth changer and he uses his weaknesses to positively impact the kingdom.

It’s no coincidence to us now that God gave us Joshua 1:9 as a life verse for Byrus—I mean Cyrus. We speak 
this Scripture over him most nights before bed, “Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not 
be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go.” 

Cyrus is strong, brave, and loud because he was fearfully and wonderfully made, and he is backed by our 
almighty God!

Kara is the Social Media Manager for HomeFront. She is a homeschooling mom to four and a freelance writer for the Orange County 
Register and Family magazine. Kara speaks at mom groups about how the small things in our lives can make a big impact. 

Twitter @KaraNoelLawson               Instagram @KaraNoelLawson               Blog smallthingsarebigthings.com

HOME  |  ABOUT ME  |  EVERYDAY MOM  |  EVERYDAY DADBLOG
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My grandmother likes to tell stories. What’s really funny is that she tells the same story over and over like 
she’s sharing it for the first time. Some of us in the family think she’s losing her marbles, but I think she’s onto 
something special. 

When my grandmother tells a story, she tells it with passion, conviction, and enthusiasm. It could be about 
her hike up Machu Picchu at the age of 88 or about shoveling snow off her New Hampshire driveway in the 
dead of winter. No matter the tale, it’s always captivating. 

Fifteen years ago, my grandmother took the entire 
family to Ireland to trace our roots and fulfill a dream 
of my grandfather’s. We spent 10 days on a bus, living 
in B&Bs, golfing, and enjoying Celtic music in pubs. 
We had a 75 year old all the way down to a 5 year old 
on the trip. We still rejoice in the stories of kissing the 
Blarney stone to chasing sheep in the countryside. My 
cousin made a video collage of the trip and anytime my 
family gets together, that video makes an appearance. 
There’s always laughing mixed with tears that leads 
to sharing hours of stories about the trip in my 
grandmother’s living room.

I realized something very important in my 
grandmother’s stories. She comes from a generation 
before social media, before cell phones, before the 
internet, before the television was commonplace in 
every home. Stories were how they passed the time, 
how they communicated, shared current events, 
even gossiped! Storytelling is so valuable, binding us 
together, connecting generation to generation.

Two thousand years ago, the gospel spread throughout the nations by a story alone, and people came to 
Christ. They didn’t use FaceTime or the latest App, just a compelling word. As a dad, I recognize that we need 
to get back to that lost art form of telling stories. Every person on the planet has a story to tell, and when that 
story is centered around Jesus, it has resurrection power. The kind of power that gives life, speaks truth, and 
defeats lies. All through telling your story. 

Psalm 9:11 says, “Sing the praises of the LORD, enthroned in Zion; proclaim among the nations what He 
has done.” 

I want my children to know we are to proclaim, or tell, people about what God has done. To share stories 
that boast of God’s goodness, faithfulness, and unending love, passed down for generations to come. 

Jesse Craig is a Realtor, with a rich history in worship leading, church planting, and professional music. He’s a founding 
member of the Christian band PAX217 and currently plays with the OC Supertones. Jesse is married with two children, living in 
Southern California. 

GENERATION TO GENERATION  | JESSE CRAIG 

HOME  |  ABOUT ME  |  EVERYDAY MOM  |  EVERYDAY DADBLOG
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When I was five, my mother dropped me off 
at my aunt’s house and said, “I’m going to 
the beauty shop.”

Two hours passed. Four more. Hours 
turned into a lifetime. On that night, I 
returned to the basement where she and I 
lived in my grandparents’ home. Her empty 
closet created a hollow space in my heart. 
She left town that day and it was years 
before I saw her again.

Abandoned. 

Again.

Because Daddy never showed. 

“But you formed my inward parts; You 
covered me in my mother’s womb” (Psalm 
139:13 NKJV).

In His sovereignty, God inserted my aunt 
and uncle. They took me into their home and 
later adopted me. God was writing a story. 
But it’s hard to see it when you’re in it. 

Abandoned hearts learn how to navigate 
life so they aren’t abandoned again. 
EVER! My abandoned heart grew into 
adulthood never learning to attach or make 
a relationship commitment. I broke off every 
dating relationship including two marriage 
proposals and one wedding. I didn’t know 
how to manage the pain of abandonment. 
The day I became pregnant out of wedlock, 
I was terrified the father would abandon 
me; I did the one thing my soul had waged 
war against my whole life. I abandoned my 
unborn child. 

You were forming, oh God, the inward 
parts of this child, and prepared to cover him 
in my womb.

Abandoned hearts abandon others. 

But grace means it’s never too late to 
change the ending to the story!

Soon after, I found myself depressed, 
craving something real. I got down on my 
knees and wept over the mess my life had 
become. I asked God to forgive me for trying 
to run my own life and offered my heart 
wholly to Him for the first time. It was there 
on my knees I felt His loving presence fill my 
abandoned heart. 

The Lord eventually led my mother and 
me to a kind and respectful relationship. I 
had the privilege of telling her face to face 
of God’s forgiveness of me, and mine of 
her. She wept with relief. At her funeral last 
year, I told God’s redemptive story. I passed 
through my mother’s womb so I could be my 
parents’ daughter. Yes, God comprehended 
my path, hedged me in, and led me in the 
way everlasting (Psalm 139).

by Roxanna Grimes
Roxanna co-founded The Relationship Warehouse 
with her husband, Guy, in Costa Mesa, CA. She 
writes, travels, and speaks to women and girls about 
their value in Christ. She loves coffee, good books, 
and turning junk into beautiful.  

therelationshipwarehouse.com

Pearlology.blogspot.com

Abandoned hearts
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marriage
support

She was an adorable brown-eyed five-year-
old girl living with her single alcoholic mom 
and never had met her father. One day 
she returned home to discover her mother’s 
closet emptied and her grandparents waiting 
to receive her. She came to understand that 
day her mother had abandoned her—leaving 
a deep wound. God knew twenty-three years 
later I would marry that brown-eyed beauty 
and together we would raise two children 
living out His story together. 

In the early years of our relationship, I 
began to understand how my dear bride 
feared being abandoned again. When I 
would leave to go to the home improvement 
store without telling her, she would feel left 
again. When our first child came into the 
world, however, God opened up her heart 
to experience the feelings of a mother’s love 
toward our own beautiful little brown-eyed 
girl. With this joy, though, negative feelings 
emerged—either she wasn’t worth being 
loved and cared for or absolutely no one 
could be trusted.

My courageous wife began a journey to 
fully know and daily receive the Father’s 
love. I have had a front-row seat to see her 
daily surrender to Christ. He is her hope—
our hope. When I was not enough for her, 
God was. When she was not enough for me, 
God was.

Roxanna’s spiritual core, birthed out of the 
agony of abandonment, continually radiates 
beauty. If I had known all of His story yet 
to be written when we first met, I would 

have been overwhelmed. God is gracious in 
His timing not to give us more than we can 
handle in painful processes.  

Every segment of our life together has 
brought its challenges to our marriage. Our 
life journey has had many ups and downs 
but God’s grace and mercy have been the 
constant sustaining force. This October we 
will celebrate thirty years of marriage and we 
have raised two absolutely amazing adults. 
There is no human explanation for these 
events, given our life journey. Our family tree 
began as a stump, but its roots were from the 
Jesse tree! Only God has the power to make 
something from nearly nothing.

Remember today that God is writing 
His story in the life of your spouse. When 
times get rough and the story is not going as 
you would have written it, remember it is His 
story to write. Lean into Him and ask Him to 
simply let you play your part in the story of 
your marriage.

by Guy Grimes
Guy is a the Founder and President of The 
Relationship Warehouse in Costa Mesa, CA. He is 
a counselor, professor and public speaker. His newly 
released book, Relationship Matters, is available 
everywhere books are sold.

Website Therelationshipwarehouse.com

Twitter @GuyGrimes

Facebook Relationship Matters Foundations 
for Lasting and Healthy Relationships

leaning into 

  his story



STORYTELLING | homefrontmag.com33

marriage
support



STORYTELLING | homefrontmag.com34stories from the campfire



STORYTELLING | homefrontmag.com35

student id
equip

(6th to 8th grade)

There’s a crazy thing that happens around the fire pit at camp that most people 
never notice because they only attend one week of camp per year. But when you 
work at camp, and you’ve sat around hundreds of campfires, you start to see trends 
that might otherwise go undetected. For over 10 years I worked at a big Christian 
camp in California, and during those summers I sat around hundreds of “Victory 
Circle” type campfires. I looked forward to those times on Friday night because 
they were a great place to hear the campers share a brief testimony of what God 
had done in their lives during the previous five days. 

And here’s where the fun always begins. At each and every Victory Circle 
I’ve ever attended, I’ve witnessed a phenomenon I like to call “Proclamation 
Escalation.” It starts with a cute kid stating something simple and inspirational like, 
“I want to thank God because He’s helped me to overcome my fears this week,” 
and then he sits down. Then the next camper feels a slight pressure to top the 
previous report. So he’ll say something like, “I want to thank God because He’s 
helped me overcome terrible fears all year long.”

This is quickly followed by a girl who stands to say, “My whole life I’ve been 
scared of being lost in the forest, but this week God helped me overcome it.” Not 
to be outdone, the next camper brings a report of actually being lost in the forest. 
Followed by a kid’s testimony of being hunted in a forest by cannibals. Followed 
by a report of being abducted by cannibal aliens. Followed by a report of being 
involved in a clandestine government cover-up of extraterrestrial dietary habits. 
Followed by a tear-filled confession by someone who is now so intent on besting 
the previous testimonial that he has to publicly admit that he and his entire family 
ARE ACTUALLY from outer space. At which point the camp counselor has to 
interject, and remind the campers that this whole time was meant to be a moment 
of reflection on what God has done in our lives, and maybe we’ve gotten a little 
off track?

In the heat of the moment, I’ve seen kids around campfires tell the most 
outlandish and unbelievable fabrications in an effort to impress the crowd with 
an awesome testimony. I believe this happens because our kids feel like the truth 
isn’t flashy or exciting enough. But the reality of what God has truly done for us in 
Christ puts tall tales of cannibals and aliens to shame!

These days, I’m doing my best to instill in my 13-year-old son a sense of awe 
and wonder in the reality of what Jesus has done for him that will overwhelm any 
pressure he might feel to have to personally perform for his peers. I’m teaching 
him that his identity is rooted in Christ’s opinion of him rather than in his own 
estimation, or the perceptions of others. As it says in Jeremiah 9:24, “but let 
him who boasts boast in this, that he understands and knows me, that I am the 
Lord who practices steadfast love, justice, and righteousness in the earth. For in 
these things I delight, declares the Lord” (ESV).

In life, there are going to be plenty of opportunities for healthy competition. 
Thankfully, because of the unstoppable story of Jesus and His life-giving work on 
our behalf, testimony time around the campfire isn’t one of them!

by Darin McWatters
Darin McWatters is the Pastor of Teaching and Mission at Arbor Road Church in Long Beach, 
CA (1bl.org). Prior to his current role, Darin served as a teaching pastor at ROCKHARBOR 
Church in Costa Mesa, Program Director and Founder of the Joshua Wilderness Institute at 
Hume Lake Christian Camps, and lead singer of the Christian band Everybodyduck. Originally 
from Phoenix, AZ, Darin and his wife Shannon have been married for 19 years and have four 
children: Jack, Hank, Lily, and William.
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Repetition is fundamental to almost any learning style, so when you’re teaching your children, use repetition! 

lie down

along the roadsit a
t home

get up Lie DownLie Down This month we encourage you to read a bedtime 
story with your little one. When you are finished reading, 
remind him that God is writing the best story of all and he 
gets to be a part of it. God wants to use us to share His love 
with others. Then sing this rhyme to the tune of Mary Had a 
Little Lamb.

These commandments that I give you today 

are to be on your hearts. Impress them on 

your children. Talk about them when you sit 

at home and when you walk along the road, 

when you lie down and when you get up. 

Deuteronomy 6:6–7

Listen here when 

viewing the enhanced 

online edition using 

your digital pass!

tot time rhyme
equip

(ages 3 & under)

God is using everyone, 

everyone, everyone, 

to tell the story of His love, 

and now he’s using me.

by Izzi Ray

Izzi is a singer, songwriter, artist, and musician.

Twitter @izziray 

Instagram @izziray
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Repetition is fundamental to almost any learning style, so when you’re teaching your children, use repetition! 

spiritual grandparenting
support

My mom is going to be 93 this coming August, and, 
thank the Lord, she’s still getting around pretty well. 
Mentally, she gets overwhelmed in a group setting, 
but one-on-one, she’s still pretty sharp. She couldn’t 
tell you with accuracy what she had for breakfast 
this morning, but she could tell you all about growing 
up on her parents’ farm in northern Texas. When we 
go out to lunch together, I make it a point to ask her 
about stories of her life from fifty years or more ago.

Storytelling is a wonderful tradition in my 
mom’s family, and has always been a source of great 
entertainment when her side of the family gathers 
together. The reunions of the Sammann clan can 
be side-splitting and very embarrassing at the same 
time. Some of those stories I’ve heard a zillion times, 
but they still bring a chuckle and a smile. They are 
worth recounting because those stories remind us of 
our common history, and the family bond that joins 
us together.

Those stories are important, but the bigger 
story we need to remind others of is the story of 
our heavenly Father’s faithfulness. If you ever get 
stumped on a story to share with your grandkids, I 
have a no-fail solution for your problem: tell the God-
stories of your life. Tell your grandkids what God has 
done for you personally, what He has done through 
your life with Him, and what He has done for other 
family members as well.

Psalm 89:1 says: “I will sing of the steadfast love of 
the Lord, forever; with my mouth I will make known 

your faithfulness to all generations” (ESV). That’s 
what we need to be sharing. Family stories are great 
(especially if they poke fun at someone besides you), 
but the story of our Christian family is so much richer 
and more valuable.

It’s a story that is so treasured because it focuses 
on a God who loves us, who always follows through, 
and who we can trust with everything in our lives. 
Humans may fail each other, family members might 
disappoint, but our God is loving, and faithful, and 
He will continue to be that way beyond our lifetime.

You may be the only tie your grandkids have 
to the legacy of God’s work in your life, and in the 
lives of a previous generation. Don’t squander the 
opportunity to give God glory for the many stories of 
blessing that your grandkids might otherwise never 
know. Encourage them with the stories of how your 
clan has been blessed through the ages by a very 
good and gracious God.

by Mark Brandes
Mark Brandes is a portrait photographer by trade with a 
heart for sharing God’s awesome redemptive story in simple 
words. He’s been married to his best friend, April, for 36 
years, and they enjoy living near their two grandkids in 
Southern California. 

Blog: SpeakUpGod.com

Upcoming Book: TheBlackKeyBook.com

make known his 
    faithfulness

Mark Brandes’ family, including his mother Laura on their farm in northern Texas—July 9, 1924.
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10 
ENVIRONMENTS

The order of the 10 Environments listed coincides 
with the monthly distribution of this resource.

1
2

3 4

5

“God has entrusted 
me with the things and 

people He created 
around me.”

“God fills me with 
His love so I can 

give it away.”

“God has a big story 
and I can be a part 

of it!”

“God transforms me 
when I step out in faith.”

“Asks the question, 
‘What needs to be done?’”

Responsibility
This environment captures the ability to 
take ownership for one’s life, gifts, and 
resources before God. A child must be 
challenged to take responsibility for his 
or her brothers and sisters in Christ, as 
well as for those who are spiritually lost. 
Our hope is that the Holy Spirit will use 
this environment to allow each child to 
understand that God has entrusted His 
world to us.

Love&Respect
Without love, our faith becomes futile. This 
environment recognizes that children need 
an environment of love and respect in order 
to be free to both receive and give God’s 
grace. Innate in this environment is the value 
that children are respected because they 
embody the image of God. We must speak to 
them not at them, and we must commit to an 
environment where love and acceptance are 
never withheld due to one’s behavior.

Storytelling
The power of The Big God Story impacts our 
lives by giving us an accurate and awe-inspiring 
perspective into how God has been moving 
throughout history. It is the story of redemption, 
salvation, and hope and tells how I have been 
grafted into it by grace. It further compels us to 
see how God is using every person’s life and is 
creating a unique story that deserves to be told 
for God’s glory.

Out of the 
Comfort Zone
As children and students are 
challenged to step out of their 
comfort zone from an early age, they 
learn to experience a dependence 
on the Holy Spirit to equip and 
strengthen them beyond their 
natural abilities and desires. We 
believe this environment will 
cultivate a generation that, instead 
of seeking comfort, seeks a radical 
life of faith in Christ.

Serving
This posture of the heart asks 
the question, “What needs to be 
done?” It allows the Holy Spirit 
to cultivate a sensitivity to others 
and focuses on a cause bigger 
than one individual life. It helps 
fulfill the mandate that as Christ-
followers we are to view our lives as 
living sacrifices that we generously 
give away!
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IT IS OUR PRAYER THAT 
HOMES AND CHURCHES 
WOULD CREATE THESE 
ENVIRONMENTS FOR 
CHILDREN TO LIVE IN 
SO THEIR FAITH WILL 
GROW IN A COMMUNITY 
OF CONSISTENCY, 
COMMON LANGUAGE, 
AND PRACTICE. TO LEARN 
MORE ABOUT HOW THESE 
ENVIRONMENTS CAN IGNITE 
A TRANSFORMING FAITH IN 
YOUR FAMILY, WE SUGGEST 
YOU READ: 

 

SPIRITUAL PARENTING:
An Awakening for Today’s Families

BY MICHELLE ANTHONY 
© 2010 DAVID C COOK 

6 7

8

9

10
“When I get off 

track, God offers me 
a path of healing.”

“I belong to God 
and He loves me!”

“God’s family cares 
for each other 

and worships God 
together.”

“I see Christ in 
others, and they can 

see Him in me.”

“God knows me, and
 I can know Him.”

Course Correction
This environment flows out of Hebrews 12:11–13 
and is the direct opposite of punishment. 
Instead, biblical discipline for a child 
encompasses: a season of pain, the building 
up in love, and a vision of a corrected path for 
the individual with the purpose of healing at 
its core.

Identity
This environment highlights who we are in 
Christ. According to Ephesians 1, we have been 
chosen, adopted, redeemed, sealed, and given 
an inheritance in Christ … all of which we did 
nothing to earn. This conviction allows children 
to stand firm against the destructive counter 
identities the world will offer.

Faith Community
God designed us to live in community and 
to experience Him in ways that can only 
happen in proximity to one another. The faith 
community serves to create an environment to 
equip and disciple parents, to celebrate God’s 
faithfulness, and to bring a richness of worship 
through tradition and rituals, which offer 
children an identity. Our love for each other 
reflects the love we have received from God.

Modeling
Biblical content needs a practical living 
expression in order for it to be spiritually 
impacting. This environment serves as a hands-
on example of what it means for children to put 
their faith into action. Modeling puts flesh on 
faith and reminds us that others are watching to 
see if we live what we believe.

Knowing
Nothing could be more important 
than knowing and being known 
by God. We live in a world that 
denies absolute Truth and yet 
God’s Word offers just that. As we 
create an environment that upholds 
and displays God’s Truth, we give 
children a foundation based on 
knowing God, His Word, and a 
relationship with Him through 
Christ. God is holy, mighty, and 
awesome, yet He has chosen to 
make Himself known to us!
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