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“We believe that the Holy Spirit is God’s chosen teacher. It is He who causes spiritual 
growth and formation when and as He chooses. As such, we have articulated 10 
distinct environments to create in your home. We desire to create spiritual space, which 
we refer to as an environment, in which God’s Spirit can move freely.”

This month we’re looking at the environment of COURSE CORRECTION. This 
environment flows out of Hebrews 12:11–13 and is the direct opposite of punishment. Instead, 
biblical discipline encompasses a season of pain, a building up in love, and a vision for a 
corrected path for the individual with the purpose of healing at its core.

Most people probably think this sounds like a painful process. And it can be! When we find 
ourselves “off course” in life, sometimes just the realization that we’re wrong can be painful. 
Sometimes the consequences of our decisions can be painful. However, God has a way of 
using our mistakes and missteps to make us beautiful and powerful examples of His love. 
We pray your family will experience the healing and restoration God brings to His children.

Michelle Anthony
Vice President and Publisher of 

Learning Resources | David C Cook

 Follow Michelle: @TruInspiration

editor’s choice

T H E  P R O B L E M
w i t h  P u n i s h m e n t

If only pain and punishment follow my wrong actions, then it 
doesn’t take me long to create a backup plan. Some children (and 
adults) decide that doing the deed is not worth the consequence, 
and they may stop the sin or action from a place of willpower. 
They try harder to not sin or mess up, and life becomes a journey 
of what Dallas Willard calls “sin management.” The problem with 
this approach is that the root issue remains unchanged in the 
person. It’s not given the opportunity to come into the light and 
receive restoration. As children grow into adults, they become 
more and more aware of their depravity, and sin management can 
become a full-time job! Because the root is merely managed and 
never dealt with, shame and guilt prevail—and these things make 
us want to hide from God. 

Remember Adam and Eve? When they sinned and their eyes were 
opened to good and evil, they recognized their failure. Yet, fearing 
God—and how He might “punish” them—they quickly began to blame, 
hide, and experience guilt and shame. God came to them and called 
them out of hiding to deal with their sin openly and honestly.

Now of course there were consequences for their actions, but 
God also promised that He would set up a corrective course—not 
only for Adam and Eve, but for all of humanity. He promised that 

a Redeemer would come someday, and this Redeemer would give 
people a chance for victory and restoration. Adam and Eve, like us, 
needed something so much bigger than a punishment. They needed 
a solution that didn’t simply manage the situation but rather corrected 
it for good. 

In our home we decided that we would not use the word 
punishment for several reasons. If you look at the passage from 
Hebrews 12, there’s nothing in it about punishment. Biblically, 
punishment is receiving God’s wrath. Now there are times when I’m 
sure you are like me, and you want nothing more than for your child 
to receive God’s wrath! But in Christ, we don’t suffer God’s wrath. 
Hallelujah!

Therefore, we want to carefully model for our children what it 
means to actually walk in the path of the Divine. We want to bring 
them into what is true and real by exposing them to God and His plan 
for their lives. When they fail—and they will—we want to bring to them 
course  correction  so  that  they  understand  their  standing  with  a 
holy God. 

Excerpt from Spiritual Parenting: An Awakening for Today’s Families 
by Michelle Anthony
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EDITOR’S NOTE

As we began putting this month’s issue together, 
one of our designers, Jeff Gideon, was inspired 
by the truths that this environment holds. “It 
seems like the parents’ role in this is to give their 
kids the tools they need to live out life with God. 
I like to think about this life with God as a grand 
adventure—full of twists and turns and also peaks, 
valleys, and inevitable forks in the road.” Jeff 
continued, “It seems like the real gift parents are 
offering with COURSE CORRECTION is a road 
map back to the path that God desires for His 
children. COURSE CORRECTION really offers 
several essentials for a big faith adventure—it’s a 
place to pause, to learn, to grow, to recalibrate, to 
refuel, and ultimately to change direction.”

This issue of HomeFront is filled with the “tools” 
you need to begin your new year and get back 
on track. From CREATE (page 8), which invites 
you to identify a word that will define your 
upcoming year, to WORSHIP (page 22), which 
suggests filling a jar with blessings throughout the 
year, you’ll be equipped to begin your family’s 
grand adventure. 

The EVERYDAY MOM BLOG (page 28) 
reminds us to focus on “bigger fish” and 
not major on the minors. And SPIRITUAL 
GRANDPARENTING (page 36) encourages 
grandparents to map out their spiritual journeys 
and share their experiences with their children 
and grandchildren as a guide to seeing God’s 
faithfulness. 

We pray that as you begin 2015, you recognize 
that when you get off track, God offers you a path 
of healing. And we pray that as you navigate this 
path with your children, God will awaken you to 
His love and mercy in new and refreshing ways. 

Debbie Guinn
Senior Managing Editor
David C Cook
debbie.guinn@davidccook.com

It’s our pleasure to introduce
HomeFront in print!

Let’s Be Social!

HomeFrontSPHomeFrontSP HomeFrontSP HomeFrontSP

Along with each subscription of HomeFront (or each Tru 
membership), you will receive a digital pass that will give 

you access to an enhanced version of the online magazine.

Here’s to a new step in our adventure of  
spiritual parenting!

We couldn’t be more excited to 
offer individual subscriptions  
or bulk orders delivered right  

to your doorstep.

Simply click the link below to subscribe today:

HomeFrontMag.com
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Memorizing Scripture can be an incredible 
practice to engage in as a family. But words 
in and of themselves will not necessarily 
transform us; it is God’s Spirit in these words 
who transforms. We come to know God more 
when we’re willing to open our hearts and 
listen to His Holy Spirit through the words we 
memorize. Have fun with this verse, and think 
of creative ways to invite your family to open 
up to God as they commit the verse to memory.

FAMILY VERSE

Remember to have fun! Strive to make 
each gathering unique to your own 
family as you enjoy spending time 

with God and each other.

3

Look through HomeFront and see 
what stands out. Choose two or 

three experiences you would like to 
incorporate into your family times 
each week. Don’t feel burdened to 
complete all the activities at once, 
but carefully select which ones will 
fit your family best. This resource 
provides your family with more 

than enough experiences to create 
transforming environments in your 

home throughout the month.

2

1
Start by deciding on a day and time 
that works well for your entire family. 

It can be an evening, afternoon, or 
morning. Just commit to building 

this time into your family’s natural 
rhythm. It’s usually best to build this 

time around a meal.

ONE
TWO

THREE

HOW TO USE 
FAMILY TIME ...

It’s as easy as

FAMILY TIME
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R E C L A I M E D 

& 
R E P U R P O S E D

capturing the season
family time
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capturing the season
family time

7

January is the month to restart. Many of us use this 
month as an opportunity to look back on the previous 
year. We either remember a fantastic season of life or 
try to find ways to forget and break patterns that have 
hindered us or caused us pain. We can experience a sense 
of discouragement in feeling that we wasted a year and 
lost a sense of purpose. However, God wants to remind 
us that every moment spent in this temporal world is an 
opportunity to grow in our relationship with Him.

When we get off track in life, we feel distant and 
rejected—by ourselves or by the world. God sees through 
those decisions that took us down regretful paths and still 
views us as His most treasured creation. Even when we feel 
unusable, He doesn’t forget how He wants to use us for His 
goals and plans, as they relate to both our own lives as well 
as His bigger narrative.

This month, to drive this point home, take an opportunity 
to reclaim items that others consider to be junk, and 
find new ways to repurpose these items into something 
beautiful and useful.  

Choose a day to take your family to a local swap meet, 
flea market, or garage sale. Encourage each person to 
choose one item to “adopt” with the intention of reclaiming 
it for good. Don’t rush this process; let your children 
take their time and think about their choices. Maybe 
someone will choose an old flashlight with no batteries and 
remember that God’s Word lights our path (Psalm 119:105). 
Or maybe someone will find an old bottle and add some 
flowers as a reminder that God turns broken things into 
beautiful ones (Isaiah 61:3). The possibilities are endless.

When you’re done, have each person explain why she 
chose her item and how she plans to repurpose it. Then, 
display these items in your home to remind you that God 
sees what we don’t, and He puts us back on track to be 
used by Him.

by Tommy Larson
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create
family time

It was inevitable. January would arrive, and I would be 
ready to regroup, refocus, and rev up for a new routine. 
I would make detailed action plans to meet each of my 
new year’s goals. Yep—I was one of “those people”! The 
planning process excited me enough to get me though 
the first few months, but it wouldn’t take long for me to 
become overwhelmed by my own action plans and give up. 
Eventually I stopped making new year’s resolutions.

About four years ago, I could feel myself yearning to 
make new year’s resolutions again. But I had three small 
children and was expecting our fourth! I knew my old 
step-by-step action plans were out of the question. Then, 
in a store display, I saw a simple wooden sign with the word 
“love.” What if I focused my year around a single word? 
That sounded easy enough. 

My goal for the year became this: to do things out of love 
instead of obligation. It’s a simple concept but far from easy. 
I made dinner for a family in need because I cared for and 
loved them, not because it was the “right thing to do.” Our 
family said no to fun activities if we began to feel we were 
just checking off a list instead of being grateful and excited 
to attend. Instead of creating a new routine, I was working 
from the inside, creating a new course for my heart.

We decided to pick a word every January to guide us 
though the year. We display our family word in a prominent 
place in our home to keep us on track. This year, consider 
choosing your own family word, or pray about giving each 
family member his own word.

by Kara Noel Lawson

W H AT  Y O U ’ L L  D O :

1. If you choose to stain or paint the wood, do this step 
first.

2. Print your word on paper in the font and size of your 
choice. (Use an easy-to-read font.)

3. Tape the paper to the sign.

4. Hammer the nails around the outline of the word. 
Space the nails about a half-inch apart. Once you’ve 
outlined the word with nails, remove the paper.

5. Tie a knot to the top of your first letter and snip the 
excess string. Then loop around the first nail head and 
move to the next nail head. Keep looping and stringing 
between nail heads until you’ve outlined your whole 
word.

6. Now you’ll start to fill in your outlined word. Make the 
color denser by going back and forth more often in a 
small area before moving on to the next. This step can 
be time-consuming, but it’s also very forgiving. And 
if you aren’t happy with the way a section looks, just 
unwind the string and try another pattern.

W H AT  Y O U ’ L L  N E E D :
• plank of wood (size will vary depending on your 

word)

• paint or stain (optional)

• printed family word

• tape 

• small nails with heads

• hammer

• colored string or embroidery floss

• scissors

A  Word T O  G U I D E

Some suggested words (and phrases):

Love, Simplify, Be Present, Choose Joy, 
Brave, Genuine, Thankful, Hope, Generosity, 
Grace, Intentional, Do Hard Things, Forgive, 
Grateful, Content, Serve Others, Dream Big, 
Share, Home, Wisdom, Seek, Bless
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family time

storytelling

Jayden loved playing outside. His backyard had tons of trees, and 
every day Jayden liked to go deep into the trees to play. One day, 
Jayden walked and walked for what seemed like forever. It was 
beginning to get dark, and he knew it was time to begin heading 
home. Jayden began to turn around and couldn’t remember which 
way to go. He didn’t recognize these trees. He didn’t recognize 
anything at all. Jayden was worried. He was lost. Would he be able 
to find his way home?

Jayden began walking to the left. After a while, he recognized 
a tree he had just passed. He must have been walking in circles! 
Frustrated, Jayden sat down on a mossy rock and put his head in 
his hands. He was about to give up hope of finding home when he 
noticed something glittering out of the corner of his eye. He got 
up from the rock and cautiously approached the glittering object. 
He bent down and brushed away some leaves. Underneath the 
leaves, Jayden discovered a pair of small, round, glittering glasses. 
He noticed blues and reds in the lenses that seemed to sparkle in 
the sun. Picking up the glasses, Jayden thought to himself, “How did 
these get here?” He gently turned them over in his hands. Then, 
carefully, Jayden opened the glasses and placed them on his face. 

Amazed, Jayden quickly took them off. Through the lenses, 
everything looked different! The trees seemed taller and their leaves 
seemed fuller. The sun shone in a way he had never seen before. 
The whole world was brighter and more beautiful than he could 
have possibly imagined. Did Jayden dare put the glasses back on? 
For a moment he waited, uncertain, his breathing heavy. He looked 
around, and then, ever so slowly, raised the glasses to his face. 

The beauty of the woods was amazing. Jayden began to turn in 
a circle to try to take it all in. The blues and greens and yellows 
around him were vibrant. As he turned, he noticed a path of light 
through the trees. Jayden began to walk along the path as he 
continued to look around. After only a few minutes, Jayden saw his 
house in the distance. The glasses had led him home. 

As Jayden walked out of the woods, he took off the glasses and 
placed them in his pocket. He couldn’t wait to show his friends at 
school the next day. 

“Jayden, time for school!” yelled Jayden’s dad. It was the next 
morning, and Jayden was still tired from his long adventure the day 
before. He began to close his eyes again when, suddenly, he shot up 

in bed. The glasses! Were they real? Jayden quickly reached under 
his bed. He felt around for a moment, and then his fingers brushed 
something. It was the glasses. They were real. He quickly got ready 
for the day and tucked the glasses into his backpack. 

When Jayden arrived at school, he put the glasses on as he 
walked toward the playground. As he looked around, he couldn’t 
help but be amazed by God’s awesome creation. Everything looked 
more magnificent than ever before. Over by the swings, Jayden’s 
friends were playing. Just as he was about to walk toward them, 
Jayden noticed a path of light. This path was just like the one that 
had led him out of the woods. Jayden paused. Then he began to 
walk on the path. It seemed that the path led to the monkey bars. 

As Jayden approached the monkey bars, he noticed a boy who 
seemed upset and began to talk with him. Jayden found out the 
boy’s name was Amith and that he was new to the school. Amith 
didn’t know anyone and felt nervous about starting a new school. 
While Jayden and Amith were talking, some boys came up to them 
and began to tease Amith for the way he was talking. Jayden looked 
at the boys through his glasses and felt sorry for them. He knew it 
wasn’t nice to tease. Politely, Jayden asked the boys to stop picking 
on Amith. Surprised that anyone would call them out, the boys 
stopped teasing Amith and walked away.

Amith was speechless. He had never met anyone as brave as 
Jayden. Jayden told him that his new glasses helped him see the 
right way to go and the best way to treat others. Then Jayden took 
off the glasses and handed them to Amith. Amith was so excited 
about the new glasses that he put them on right away. Amith smiled 
from ear to ear as he saw how beautiful everything looked.

As Jayden watched Amith, he realized that everything still looked 
beautiful. Something about wearing those glasses had changed the 
way that Jayden saw the world. He knew that he would never be the 
same again.

by Krista Heinen

This month’s story is about a boy named Jayden who 
learns to see the world in a new way. Before you read 
this story with your kids, create your own glasses to 
wear. Make a copy of the glasses template on page 37 
for each person. Use markers, crayons, glitter, buttons, 
or any other fun supplies to decorate the glasses, and 
then cut them out. Invite all of your family members to 
put on their glasses, and then read the story together.

B E F O R E  Y O U 
R E A D :

After reading this story with your children, ask: What 
was so special about the glasses Jayden found? What 
can help us to see things differently, as Jayden saw 
things differently through the glasses?

Read Psalm 119:105: “Your word is a lamp for my feet, 
a light on my path.” 

Discuss: God helps show us the way to go. When has 
God helped you know the right thing to do? How can 
this story remind us to see creation the way God does?

PA R E N T S :
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family time

prayer

There’s something very refreshing about January, 
as it brings with it a new year brimming with 
possibilities! Whenever I break out a new calendar, 
I am overwhelmed by the thought that our God is a 
God of fresh starts. In the environment of COURSE 
CORRECTION, the idea of biblical discipline 
is laden with hope as we remember that God 
constantly gives us chances to choose Him and to 
walk in His ways. He graciously and patiently leads 
us, and each day is a new opportunity to journey 
with Him along the straight path He lays out for us, 
even if we feel we’ve blown it the day before.

This year, consider investing in a daily or weekly 
devotional that your family can go through together. 
Pick a time and place that will work for you, and 
commit to meeting there regularly to connect with 
God. In addition, consider creating a family journal 
you can use during these times to record prayers, 
answers to prayer, and how you hear God speaking 
to your family through the devotional.

Making a habit of this time as a family will help 
serve as checkpoints throughout the year as you 
seek to keep on track in your walk with God. When 
December comes, you’ll be able to look back and see 
God’s track record of faithfulness and how He met 
you in the times you set aside to be with Him.

If you do get off track for a season, it’s okay! God 
is waiting to meet you and will be ready for you 
when you come to Him again. Remember the words 
of Lamentations 3:22–23 (ESV), which says, “The 
steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his mercies 
never come to an end; they are new every morning; 
great is your faithfulness.”

by Emily Ganzfried

Record of 
F A I T H F U L N E S S
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traditions
family time

Our family mission statement started 15 years ago 
with a wok. Yes, the kind of wok in which you cook 
stir-fry—and, no, it’s not because I was an amazing 
chef of Asian cuisine. We got this wok as a wedding 
gift. My best friend’s mom gave it to us, and on the 
inside of the wok, she had taped a modified version 
of Ephesians 5:1–2. It said, “Therefore be imitators of 
God, as beloved children, and WOK in love, as Christ 
loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering 
and sacrifice to God.”  

Every time we pull out the wok, we make a 
comment about “wok”-ing in love. So, when we 
began to write a family mission statement, the idea 
of “walking in love” seemed like a good one to keep 
at the forefront of our family. This whole verse spoke 
to us as a family. It talks about being imitators of 
God, knowing our identity as His beloved children, 
how walking equals forward movement, being on a 
journey, keeping Christ’s sacrifice and service to us at 
the forefront, and being a “fragrant offering.” Scents 
can powerfully trigger memories, and we want to 
leave a wonderful memory with those we encounter. 
It speaks of a course we’re on, a striving toward the 
image of Christ. Though we may step off the course, 
we can quickly be course-corrected by being built up 
in love.

We also knew we wanted to include faith formation 
in our family mission statement. Because we’re 
parents who have invested our lives in the formation 
of faith in kids and youth, faith formation is central 
to our family life. We want our kids to have this 
same mind-set, and the phrase that echoed in our 
minds was “until Christ is formed in you” (Galatians 
4:19). We talked with our kids about what it means 
to have Christ formed in us, that it’s a process and 
not immediate, and that we’re all walking toward 
this ultimate goal. The concept of forming requires 
some pushing and pulling, which sometimes feels 
uncomfortable and painful, but transformation is  
the goal.

We decided on this family mission statement:

The Wilson family will walk faithfully in love as 
Christ is formed in us.

We then set out to visually represent this in our 
home. When you walk into our home, the first thing 

you’ll see is a cross before you, a constant reminder 
of Christ being formed in each of us. As you leave, 
you’ll see a giant canvas with six footprints on it, each 
one from one of our family members—a reminder to 
“walk in love.” My husband and I put our feet down 
first, representing the modeling we do daily for our 
kids, and our kids followed with their own feet. 
Because we walk this course of life together, this 
canvas reminds us that though we may step off the 
course, we as a family can build one another up in 
love and get right back on track.

Our faith is always a work in progress. We will 
grow and change, we will fail to walk in love, and 
we will forget that this process, this journey, is hard 
sometimes. But this statement feels right to our family, 
and we are proud to declare it.

by Courtney Wilson

W O K 
I N

L O V E

Consider making a family mission statement 
that will chart your course for the upcoming 
year. Then create a piece of art to remind you 
of that statement. 

PA R E N T S :
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M A S O N  J A R 
C H I C K E N  P O T  P I E S
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recipe
family time

1. Preheat oven to 425 degrees Fahrenheit.

2. Cut each sheet of pie crust into four quarters. 

3. Press one quarter of crust into each jar, making 
sure crust completely covers inside of jar.

4. In a large skillet over medium heat, melt butter. 
Add onions and sauté for two minutes or until 
transparent. 

5. Stir in flour, salt, and pepper and mix well. 

6. Gradually add broth and milk, stirring continuously 
and cooking until thick.

7. Add frozen vegetables and cook for a few more 
minutes, stirring continuously. Then add chicken.

8. Spoon chicken mixture into prepared pie jars, 
filling to the brim. 

9. Lay a quarter of crust over mouth of each jar and 
trim to fit. Cut a vent. (Another option: Use thin 
strips of dough to create a lattice pattern.)

10. Bake 15 minutes or until crust starts to turn golden 
brown. Cover in foil and bake another 15 to 20 
minutes.

*  For an easy metric conversion chart, 
search the Internet for “metric kitchen.”

W H AT  Y O U ’ L L  D O :
W H AT  Y O U ’ L L  N E E D :

Yields: 8 mini pies Prep time: 20 min. Bake time: 30–35 min.

Something about chicken pot pies just screams comfort. Maybe it’s the healing power of the chicken 

and the broth, or maybe it’s the buttery crust sealing in the bubbling juices. Whatever it is, we hope 

these mini pot pies bring comfort to your family on cold January nights.

8 wide-mouthed ½pint-sized mason jars

2 boxes refrigerated pie crusts (4 sheets total) 

1/3 c. butter

1/3 c. onion, chopped

1/3 c. all-purpose flour

1/2 tsp. salt

1/4 tsp. pepper

1 3/4 c. low-sodium chicken broth

1/2 c. milk

3 c. cooked chicken, shredded

1 bag frozen mixed vegetables (carrots and peas)

foil



kids in the kitchen
family time

16

PB&J 
P A N C A K E 

T A C O S
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Looking for fun ways to get your kids on the right track 
each morning? These PB&J Pancake Tacos will help. 
Consider freezing some extra pancakes so you can make 
more tacos for breakfast on busy mornings. 

by Debbie Guinn

kids in the kitchen
family time

W H AT  Y O U ’ L L  N E E D :
• 2 2/3 c. sifted flour

• 6 tsp. baking powder

• 1 c. sugar

• 1 tsp. salt

• 4 eggs, beaten

• 2 c. milk

• 4 tbs. vegetable oil

• peanut butter (or nut butter substitute)

• jelly or jam

W H AT  Y O U ’ L L  D O :
1. In large bowl, whisk dry ingredients together.

2. In separate smaller bowl, mix together eggs, milk, 
and oil.

3. Add wet ingredients to dry ingredients and stir just 
until moistened. Don’t overmix; the batter will be 
lumpy.

4. Pour batter onto griddle or pan and cook until 
golden brown on both sides.

5. Spread pancake with thin layer of peanut butter 
and jelly. Fold in half to create “taco.”

*  For an easy metric conversion chart, 
search the Internet for “metric kitchen.”

Yields: 16 Time: 20 minutes
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It had been a long day. I’d completed our weekly trip to 
the warehouse store, a trip to the library for storytime, 
and a trip to the park, and I’d scrubbed the bathrooms—
all with four small kids in tow. I would have called 
the day a success, but I knew that I still had dinner to 
prepare and that a meltdown would quickly be coming. I 
had been in this moment countless times before: After a 
busy, fun day, my kids start to misbehave. So I pulled out 
the play dough and called them to the table to prepare a 
pretend dinner with their imaginations. While I chopped 
carrots in the kitchen, they “chopped” dough carrots on 
the kitchen table. 

For my little kids, a fun day doesn’t always make 
them feel loved by me. I discovered early on in this 
parenting journey that any attention from Mom and Dad 
is attention, whether it’s for doing something bad or 
doing something good. Your kids crave your attention; 
they need it, and they were made to seek it from you. I 
love The Message version of Mark 3:25: “A constantly 
squabbling family disintegrates.” I learned to thwart a 
meltdown or “squabbling” before it started by carving 
out a few minutes of time between my mom duties to 
give my kids attention.

I have to maximize the time I have with my kids. I ask 
them for the top three activities they love to do most 
with me, and I spend my time with them doing those 
things. If I paint with my oldest daughter for 15 minutes, 
it makes her feel more loved than if I’d taken her out 
for an expensive day at an amusement park. To use the 
term from The Five Love Languages by Gary Chapman, 
painting fills my daughter’s “love tank.”

It’s easy to think you already know what your kids like 
to do most, but you may be surprised if you ask. This 
month, ask your children these questions about your 
time together. By doing the activities they love most, you 
might lessen some family arguments, get on the same 
course, and strengthen your family.  

by Kara Noel Lawson

conversation starters
family time

Hear counsel, receive 
instruction, and accept 
correction, that you may be 
wise in the time to come. 
Proverbs 19:20 (AMP)

Filling 
L O V E  T A N K S

Let your children know that you love spending time 
with them. Ask: What are your favorite things to 
do when we spend time together? If we could be 
doing anything together right now, what would 
it be? (For younger children, give them examples 
of things you do together to get the conversation 
going—for example, Would you rather we read 
books together or play with play dough?)

After you discover what your children prefer to 
do, set aside time to fill your children’s “love tanks” 
by making those activities happen.

G E T  Y O U R  C H I L D R E N 
TA L K I N G :
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W H AT  Y O U ’ L L  N E E D :
• chalk and driveway (to play outdoors) or large tarp and 

masking tape (to play indoors)

• paper and pen

Set Up!
Have your kids help you create a grid similar to the map below. 
If playing outdoors, use chalk on a concrete surface; if playing 
indoors, use masking tape on a large tarp. Once the grid is 
finished, have each child stand in one of the squares along the 
top row. On a sheet of paper, draw a copy of the grid and plot 
out a path for the players to take. Don’t let them see this paper!

Let the Games Begin!
The goal of this game is for each child to follow the path you’ve 
laid out by stepping in the correct squares. But the child doesn’t 
know the path; only you do! That means she must guess each 
step she takes. 

Begin by asking the child farthest to the left to start. She will 
step into another square, either to the right, straight ahead, 
diagonal, or left. If she steps into the correct square, she gets to 
guess another step to take. If she steps into the wrong square, 
she returns to her original square. No matter how far she gets 
in the path before she makes a mistake, she must go back to 
the beginning. Remember to tell your child that the path does 
not change; therefore, she must memorize the squares she gets 
correct in order to figure out the entire path.

For younger kids: If a child guesses the wrong step, he doesn’t 
have to go back to his original square; he simply doesn’t get to 
advance.

Add a Twist (for Older Kids)!
• Make a bigger grid

• Have kids hop on one foot 

• Have kids make animal noises each time they move to a new 
square

• Have kids remain silent for the whole game

Encourage!
Once one child successfully finds the path, empower him to 
encourage and cheer on his other siblings or friends as they try 
to find the path themselves.

Remember!
Although your children may choose the wrong path at times, it’s 
your role as parents to help correct their courses as you keep 
the goal of healing in mind. While they may experience times 
of pain as you discipline them, seek to build them up in love. 
As Hebrews 12 reminds us, God desires to use the unpleasant 
moments of our lives to yield harvests of righteousness and 
peace. Take time to remind your children that God is Healer, 
even in moments when we go off track.

by Hayley Downey

ALL PLAY

Which 
Way? 

X X

X X

X

X
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god’s word

Peter
R E S T O R E D
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family time

god’s word

Believe it or not, my two girls (ages six and four) 
haven’t always obeyed perfectly, in spite of my perfect 
parenting (ha!). My wife and I set boundaries for them 
in order to keep them safe and to help them learn and 
grow. Sometimes the girls stray past the boundaries, 
and sometimes they end up getting hurt. When they’re 
hurting and in tears, even though they had just disobeyed, 
they always come running to their mom or me, and we 
help them. Every time. That doesn’t mean there are no 
consequences, but it does mean that if our children are in 
pain, even from doing something they weren’t supposed 
to do, we grab them in our arms and we hug, listen, wipe 
tears, get cups of water, put on bandages—whatever we 
need to do in order for our children to feel loved, to get 
healthy, and to grow from their experience.

One of the most well-known people in the New 
Testament, Peter, had this type of experience with Jesus. 
As Jesus was being taken away by guards, just before His 
crucifixion, Peter was accused three different times of 
being a follower of Jesus, and all three times he denied it. 
After years of walking by Jesus’ side, witnessing miracles, 
receiving life-giving teaching, and seeing Jesus treat 
others with amazing love, Peter rejected Jesus to save 
himself. Immediately after Peter denied Jesus the third 
time, Jesus looked at Peter, and Peter felt the hurt and 
pain he’d caused Jesus. Peter ran away and “wept bitterly” 
(Luke 22:62). 

The story doesn’t end there. After Jesus’ death and 
resurrection, we find Him on the shore of a lake, making 
breakfast over a fire. The disciples had been out fishing all 
night, and as they neared the shore, they realized the man 
on the shore was the risen Lord! Peter jumped out of the 
boat to run to Jesus—to get to Him as quickly as he could. 
This man who carried the shame of rejecting Jesus knew 
Jesus would not reject him. Jesus proceeded to serve 
Peter and the other disciples bread and fish and then told 
Peter three times to “feed [His] sheep” (John 21:17). This 
was Jesus’ way of commissioning Peter with the incredible 
honor and task of helping lead the church, the followers 
of Christ.

H E A R  I T:
Before reading Scripture, introduce the context of the 
passage—that Jesus was about to be arrested. Then 
read Luke 22:47–62 together. Talk about Peter’s words, 
actions, and responses.

Explain that after this event, Jesus was crucified and, 
on the third day, rose from the dead! Then pick up the 
rest of the narrative by reading John 21:1–17. Discuss 
how you might have felt if you had been Peter, seeing 
Jesus after denying three times that you knew Him. Talk 
about how it must have felt for Peter to experience the 
acceptance of Christ.

D O  I T:
Pack a snack and take your family to a park with lots of 
space to run. Put the snack down at a picnic table, under 
a tree, or at any other peaceful place to eat. Then walk 
about 100 yards away (or however far you’d like—Peter 
was about 100 yards away from shore when he jumped 
out of his boat and ran to Jesus). Then pretend that you’ve 
just seen Jesus on the shore, and run as fast as you can 
back to your snack!

As you relax and eat, talk more about this portion of 
The Big God Story and how even when we disobey, we 
can run to God and He will love us and restore us. He will 
put us back on track and use us to share His good news 
with those around us. 

Cold weather option: Show your children how far 100 
yards is, and tell them that’s about how far Peter ran to 
Jesus. At home, share a snack and talk about how Jesus 
reinstated Peter to ministry even after he’d gotten off 
track. Talk about what it would have been like to see 
Jesus on the shore, and discuss what each of you would 
have done in that situation.

by Jason Kliewer
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worship

When we choose to be content, it really just means that 
we’re thankful for what we already have in life. Many 
times we look at others’ lives and make comparisons 
that rob our joy. We may be experiencing a season of 
pain but look at others whose lives seem free from trials 
and suffering. It’s important to remember that we all 
experience times of our courses being corrected by God.

One way we can worship God is to remain in a posture 
of gratefulness, choosing contentment and choosing to 
count our blessings. We can get our thinking back on a 
corrected path by focusing on the good things in our lives 
instead of the negatives.

In 1897, Johnson Oatman Jr. penned the words to the 
hymn “Count Your Blessings”: 

When upon life’s billows you are tempest tossed,
When you are discouraged, thinking all is lost,
Count your many blessings, name them one by one,
And it will surprise you what the Lord hath done.

Refrain:
Count your blessings, name them one by one,
Count your blessings, see what God hath done!
Count your blessings, name them one by one,
And it will surprise you what the Lord hath done.

Are you ever burdened with a load of care?
Does the cross seem heavy you are called to bear?
Count your many blessings, every doubt will fly,
And you will keep singing as the days go by.

When you look at others with their lands and gold,
Think that Christ has promised you His wealth untold;
Count your many blessings. Wealth can never buy
Your reward in heaven, nor your home on high.

So, amid the conflict whether great or small,
Do not be disheartened, God is over all;
Count your many blessings, angels will attend,
Help and comfort give you to your journey’s end.

This year, as an act of worship, count your blessings. 
Start on January 1 with an empty jar. Throughout the year, 
write the good things that happen on small pieces of 
paper and put them in the jar. Every so often, open the jar, 
read the amazing things God has done, and worship Him.

by Debbie Guinn

Count Your
B L E S S I N G S
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family time

A blessing can be a prayer of commission, a Bible 
passage, or words of encouragement. Blessings can be 
spoken over a child for the purpose of declaring God’s 

protection, joy, and wisdom oveR him.

PRAY
Read Hebrews 12:10:

God disciplines us for our good, in order that 
we may share in his holiness.

BLESS
Pray the following blessing over your children:

(Child’s name), may you always know the love of 
our Father in heaven. May you be obedient to 
Him and have eyes to see Him in the midst of 
this busy world. In the moments when you may 
stumble off His path, may you always return to 
Him. May you trust that His plans for you are 
good, and may you know that He will guide you 
for your entire life. May you be overwhelmed 
by His love for you. Amen.

We live in a busy, fast-paced world. It’s easy to 
get caught up in the whirlwind of life. Sometimes, 
when we eventually come to a pause, we find that 
we’ve veered far from the path God has for us. 
Our children face this kind of life too, and when 
they find themselves off course, those moments 
can be some of the most fragile they may face.

It’s wildly important for our children to know 
they’re loved by a God of redemption—a God who 
pursues us and fights for us. He is consistent, and 
when we get off track, He will guide us back to His 
path of righteousness. Our children should know 
that they can always turn their sweet faces back to 
the Lord in every moment, high or low.

by Heather DePartee
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In 2001, five businessmen decided they 
wanted to impact the city of Milwaukee. 
They desired to begin a faith-based 
business that would give the unemployed 
people of the city a dignified place to work. 
They dreamed of transforming lives, as well 
as their community, for the glory of God. 
Thus began the journey of Community 
Warehouse. 

In 2010, Milwaukee Working began as 
an offshoot of Community Warehouse in 

an effort to continue to build into the lives 
of people by offering a second chance to 
those who might not otherwise be able to 
find employment.

Milwaukee Working has created several 
different business models. These include 
selling books, DVDs, and games online; 
disassembling electronics; building 
floors, vanities, and pallets; and recycling. 
Through the profits from these various 
operations, the organization is able to 

hire and pay fair wages to more than 30 
employees. Milwaukee Working aims to 
continue to offer jobs to more and more 
people in the community.

But Milwaukee Working offers much 
more than just a job to its employees. 
Every Monday morning at eight, employees 
can attend an optional Bible study. They’re 
also paired with mentors who walk with 
them and encourage them as they pursue 
growth. Employees also have access to a 

S E V E N L Y
b e c a u s e
p e o p l e
m a t t e r

M I L W A U K E E 
W O R K I N G
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community resource center on-site that offers rehabilitation services, both 
for them as well as others throughout the city. 

Milwaukee Working hires many temporary employees found through 
referrals, including through the strong relationship that Milwaukee 
Working has cultivated with the Milwaukee Police Department and area 
parole officers. These temporary employees have the opportunity to 
work alongside those who have already been employed for a few years at 
Milwaukee Working, with the goal being to eventually offer these workers 
full-time positions. 

It all started with a dream. Five people who felt burdened for 
Milwaukee wanted to make a difference. They wanted to do something 
to change the lives of those who came from hard situations or  made bad 
decisions. They wanted to create something that would honor God. Now 
the community is blessed through the jobs they are creating and the 
support they offer. 

What dream or burden has God put on your heart for your community? 

To whom can you offer a second chance? 

by Krista Heinen

For more information about Milwaukee Working, visit 

milwaukeeworking.org.
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global
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Where in the World Is ...

Awakening a compassionate heart and a global  
mind-set in children for people beyond the  
boundaries of their own neighborhoods.

Located southeast of Asia, between the Pacific 
and Indian oceans, Australia, the world’s 
smallest continent, is almost completely 
surrounded by ocean expanses. Australia 
encompasses a total area of 2,967,909 square 
miles. It’s bounded on the north by the Timor 
and Arafura seas, on the northeast by the Coral 
Sea, on the east by the Pacific Ocean, on the 
southeast by the Tasman Sea, and on the south 
and west by the Indian Ocean. 

 
More than 23 million people call Australia their 
home.

If you lived in Australia, you might eat a lot of 
barbequed meat, as it’s considered a traditional 
way to cook everything from beef to seafood. 
Fruits and vegetables are grown all year round. 
You might even eat some Vegemite—a dark 
brown Australian food paste made from leftover 
brewers’ yeast extract with various vegetable 
and spice additives. It is a popular spread 
for sandwiches, toast, crumpets, and cracker 
biscuits as well as a filling for pastries.

If you went to church in Australia, you would 
most likely go to a Christian church.

DID YOU KNOW?
• Australia is home to a variety of unique animals, including the 

koala, kangaroo, emu, kookaburra, and platypus.
• Kangaroo meat can be purchased from the supermarket or 

butcher, and it’s available on restaurant menus as a leaner 
and healthier alternative to beef or lamb because of its one- to 
two-percent fat content.

Australian families are very diverse in terms of composition and 
size, and they have been through a lot of change, especially in 
the past 30 years. Issues facing families include: balancing work 
and family life, finding time to be together, ensuring that children 
get the best start in life through effective parenting and childcare, 
caring for older family members including grandparents, and 
keeping relationships strong.

Pray for the strength of families in Australia. Pray that parents 
will see the importance of helping to guide their children’s paths 
toward a life of spiritual transformation. 

N

S
EW

Australia

To talk to your friends in Australia,  
you would speak English.

TO GREET SOMEONE IN ENGLISH, YOU WOULD SAY,

“HELLO” 

  NOW THAT WE KNOW THE 
LOCATION OF AUSTRALIA,  

LET’S MEET ITS PEOPLE.

AUSTRALIA

INDIAN OCEAN

PACIFIC 
OCEAN

POPULATION
23.7 million

LANGUAGE
English

RELIGION
25.3% Roman Catholic

17.1% Anglican
18.7% Other 

Christian



COURSE CORRECTION | HomeFrontMag.com27

Inspire:  PARENTING STORIES AND 
DEVOTIONS TO SPUR YOU ON 
AND MOTIVATE YOU AS YOU 
SPIRITUALLY PARENT YOUR 
CHILDREN.

Equip:  RESOURCES TO PREPARE YOU 
AS YOU NAVIGATE THROUGH 
TOUGH AGES AND TOUGH 
TOPICS.

Support:  WALKING ALONGSIDE YOU TO 
PROMOTE HEALTHY MARRIAGES 
AND ANSWER YOUR SPIRITUAL 
PARENTING AND SPIRITUAL 
GRANDPARENTING QUESTIONS. 

PACIFIC 
OCEAN
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beards, bangs, and bigger fish | by deanna ramsay | deannaramsay.com

My husband recently grew a beard. Not your typical, nicely groomed beard. But a long, scruffy, full-on mountain-man beard. What’s 
interesting is that I get approached ALL the time—by friends and strangers alike—with the exact same question: “So, how do YOU like the 
beard?” This is usually posed by wives who can’t believe I “let” my husband have a beard or husbands who are trying to convince their 
wives to give a green light to facial hair. The first time I was asked, without even pausing to think, I blurted out, “His beard? Oh gosh, I 
have way bigger fish to fry than to spend time hating on Jon’s beard.” My response surprised even me a little. But it was true. Time has 
a way of offering perspective. Years ago, I would have absolutely cared. Who wants scratchy kisses? I mean, really. But then time passes, 
your husband has a brain tumor, survives, and then you realize that the person who wants scratchy kisses is you. I want them. I want his 
kisses in whatever form they present themselves. It’s interesting how time plus life experiences have a way of doing that. 

When I was a new mom, my son wanted to wear his Superman costume to the grocery 
store. “Sweetie, that is not appropriate. We wear clothes to the store, not costumes.”  
Fast-forward eight years as our fourth child heads out the door in her princess dress. “You 
look beautiful, Snow White! Let’s go shopping!” I exclaim, much to my daughter’s delight. 

Perspective. Oh, how I wish I would have had more of that from the beginning. How 
much time did I spend ‘majoring in the minors?’ Too much. My six-year-old daughter 
begged to cut bangs for a full year. “But honey, bangs are more trouble than they’re 
worth. Growing them back out is such a pain.” But one day, I took a deep breath and 
thought to myself—bigger fish. So we cut the bangs. And she looked beautiful. She loved 
them. And I did too. 

I want my kids to show kindness. Compassion. Generosity. Forgiveness. To love 
mercy. To walk humbly. I want their hearts to break for those who are in need. I want 
them to know that God loves them. No matter what. And I do too. I want my husband 
and I to have a thriving marriage. I want us to encourage each other in our passions. I 
want to be a loving light in our community. Basically, I want our family on the right path 
with God as our guide. Those are my Bigger Fish.

SO. If something conflicts with those things, I give them time and attention. Boundaries 
and hard lines are drawn. If something doesn’t conflict? Then we cut the bangs. Grow the 
beard. Dress like our superhero. 

There is so much freedom in majoring in the majors. Being driven by what others think 
is exhausting. Moralizing personal preference (a hairstyle, a clothing choice) can suck the 
life out of a relationship. Our battles must be chosen wisely and with intention.

And so today I will run errands with Belle and Ariel. I will tell my six-year-old how 
beautiful her bangs are. And I will grab hold of my husband’s long, scruffy beard, pull it 
toward me, and smooch those lips. If I can find them in there. Oh, and just for the record, 
in case he reads this: Yes, babe, “no motorcycle” is still on the GIANT FISH list. ;)

What?  

I’m still a work in progress …  ;)

“Really, honey? You only get to pick 
one picture to put in your classroom 
birthday book. You want this one? Of 
you last year? Dressed like Anna?”

Perfect. 

Bigger fish. 
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Daily Course Correction |  by Noah Hutchinson

home  |   about me  |   everyday mom  |   Everyday DaD   |   contact

Jogging or cycling in the winter is like choosing 
double pain: the pain of exercise and the pain 
of extreme weather. Maybe I fear cold weather 
exercise because I live in Texas and I do not have 
the right clothing to stay warm. I wore four layers 
on my last ride. Perhaps I can blame my lack of 
cold weather gear on the fact that I am still trying 
to develop a lifestyle of exercise. I mean, I am still 
wearing jogging shorts from high school. Whatever 
the case, cycling or jogging in the cold weather is 
painful, and I need some help staying on track. I 
find the same is true of being a dad. It is so hard 
to fully say yes to God’s path because it is so easy 
to live in fear, blame our lack of tools, or choose 
the wrong course.

I have two little girls, and there is nothing I 
would not do to love and protect my children.  
However, I find I have to work a little harder to 
consciously choose to stay on track and make wise 
spiritual choices.  

When I choose God’s path, I choose it for my children too. God’s correct course for me to connect with Him each day includes three 
things: worship, Word, and prayer.  

Worship. When I begin my day by taking my eyes off self and others, I choose to let the upper story God is writing be my circumstantial 
reality. Even one or two songs of worship music off my iPhone allow my heart’s attention to be directed rightly and keep me on track.

Word. God’s Word builds us up and provides foundational truths to rest on and live from. Finding a Bible reading plan or simply opening 
up the Scriptures daily helps me find God’s path for my family’s life.

Prayer. My time spent in prayer daily is incomparably more valuable than time spent elsewhere. Philippians 4:6 says the key to resolving 
anxiousness lies in our making our requests known to God from a thankful heart.  

Be reminded today of God’s path, and consider incorporating a new course for the sake of your children. Cold weather exercise is hard. 
Parenting is exponentially more challenging. Following God with our whole hearts so the ruts we carve direct our children first and foremost 
to Him is the hardest challenge of all. I am thankful God offers us tools to use, His Spirit to help us to be able, and a faith community so we 
do not have to go at it alone.  
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(ages 3 & under)

Repetition is fundamental to almost any learning style, so when 
you’re attempting to teach your children, use repetition! 

These commandments that I give you today 
are to be on your hearts. Impress them on 

your children. Talk about them when you sit 
at home and when you walk along the road, 

when you lie down and when you get up. 
Deuteronomy 6:6–7

lie down

sit a
t home

along the road

get up

along the roadalong the road This month, 
as you’re driving along the road, 
sing this rhyme to the tune of “The 
Wheels on the Bus” and remind 
your children that there’s nothing 
they can do to separate them from 
God’s love. God shows us grace and 
always guides us back on track.

Listen here when viewing 
the enhanced online issue at 
HomeFrontMag.com!

When I get off track, God brings me back
Brings me back, brings me back
When I get off track, God brings me back
Back to His love 

When we’re out of place, God shows us grace 
Shows us grace, shows us grace
When we’re out of place, God shows us grace 
Thank You, Lord

by Jeff Fernandez
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Have you ever gone through a season 
in your life when you wondered what in 
heaven’s name God was doing in your 
life? Perhaps your world was being rocked 
so much you had to stop and ask if God 
was up playing some kind of cosmic game 
with your life. In fact, the ordeal may have 
caused you so much personal turmoil you 
doubted His love and care in your life 
altogether. If you’ve ever thought that, you 
aren’t alone!

Every Christian goes through a season 
of uncertainty marked by doubt, anxiety, 
and despair. The early church father, 
St. John of the Cross, referred to this 
experience as the “dark night of the 
soul.” It’s a time when your spiritual and 
emotional compass spins in circles with no 
clear direction forward.

So what is God doing in times like this? 
Is it a trial that God is allowing to come 
into our lives to draw us into a place of 
greater spiritual maturity (James 1:2–3), 
or is it His way of providing some course 
correction because we have gone astray?

There is clear evidence in Scripture that 
God allows deep and sometimes painful 
trials to come our way. This may not be 
due to our own sin or failure but because 
God has a greater purpose for it. Certainly 
that was the case when Job endured 
such hardships. Even looking back after 

many years of suffering, Joseph could see 
that while man may have had a darker 
intent for his hardships, God had a higher 
purpose for his ordeal (Genesis 50:20). 

That’s not to say it was always clear to 
them at the time though. Take Job’s wife; 
she clearly didn’t understand what God 
was doing in her husband’s life when she 
encouraged Job to curse God and die 
(Job 2:9). His friends weren’t any better at 
determining God’s divine plan when they 
accused him of hiding secret sin.

In the New Testament, this lack of 
awareness is seen when Jesus’ disciples 
come across a blind man and ask Him, 
“Who sinned, this man or his parents, 
that he was born blind?” (John 9:2). Jesus 
corrects their faulty theology by declaring 
that it was neither, “but this happened so 
that the works of God might be displayed 
in him” (9:3). In other words, contrary to 
the theology of Job’s friends and Jesus’ 
disciples, not every trial is a result of sin. 
Sometimes it serves a divine purpose that 
is beyond us.

Scripture also teaches that we 
sometimes go through hardships and 
suffering in order for these experiences to 
turn us back to our heavenly Father. That 
was clearly the case in the account of the 
Prodigal Son who walked away from his 
earthly father and made such a mess of 

his life that he ended up longing for the 
food being fed to the pigs just to satisfy 
his hunger (Luke 15:16). In this parable, 
the young man experienced pain and 
suffering for a purpose—to redirect him 
into a restored relationship with his father.

Course correction usually starts with 
pain. That’s God’s way of getting our 
attention. Thankfully, it doesn’t stay there. 
The next step is to remind us of His love. 
Sometimes this comes directly from the 
Holy Spirit or in His Word. Other times it 
comes through one of His human servants 
(such as a spouse, friend, or coworker). 
This realization of love destroys the wall 
of fear that Satan has created in our heart. 
After this understanding of love, God 
provides a path for us back to Himself—
and perhaps to others with whom we have 
broken a relationship. 

Sometimes we won’t know if we 
are going through a trial or a course 
correction until we look at the 
experience through the rear-view mirror 
of life. Hindsight, as they say, is 20/20. 
In the meantime, don’t despair, because 
either way, God is on the throne and 
desires to journey this path with you. 
Never lose hope in His care and abiding 
love. Trust in Him and He will direct your 
paths (Proverbs 3:5–6) through this season 
of your Christian walk.

by Michael Anthony

tough topics
equip

What’s God 

U P  T O ?
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(6th to 8th GRADE)

Staying 
on Course
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(6th to 8th GRADE)

My kids are like airplanes: off course more 
than 90 percent of the time. I’m not a pilot, 
but I’ve come to understand that planes fly in 
an almost constant state of course correction. 
Arriving safely at the desired destination 
requires small adjustments, large adjustments, 
and sometimes an entirely new flight plan.  

A DESTINATION IN MIND
Hebrews 12:11–13 reminds us that discipline is 
a good thing because it helps us arrive safely 
at a desired destination. When I’m providing 
course correction for my kids, it is important 
for me to remember a few things:

1. They’re God’s kids. He loves them more 
than I do. He simply entrusted them to 
my care.

2. Discipline is about turning on the 
runway lights to help them see the 
desired destination. 

3. I need to help my kids learn to fly the 
plane of their lives while they’re still 
in my house. Otherwise, there may be 
some unnecessary crashes later on.

REAL-TIME COURSE CORRECTION
A few weeks ago, my daughter Courtney 
had a friend over. She requested that her 
sister, Erin, didn’t try to hang out with them 
while they were outside riding skateboards 
and scooters. We asked Erin to respect 
the request. Erin started intruding on her 
older sister’s time, and the typical fighting 
ensued. I brought Erin into the house for a 
conversation. Erin employed diversionary 
tactics. She immediately argued that 
Courtney wasn’t being nice and that she 
should be allowed to play with them. I knew I 
was in a moment of course correction.

I actually agreed with Erin. Courtney could 
have been nicer. I also think that it would be 
wonderfully affirming if older siblings more 
often made the choice to include younger 
siblings. Erin’s diversion almost worked!

However, I firmly told Erin that our 
conversation wasn’t about Courtney’s 
behavior; it was about hers. Erin had made 
two errors that caused the plane to get off 
course. First, she intentionally disobeyed 
her mother and father. Adjustment? I made 
her apologize to her mom for disobeying.  
Second, she violated our family covenant, 
which includes “treating one another the 
way we want to be treated.” I asked Erin if 
she liked to be given space when her friends 
are over. She said yes. I referenced our 
family covenant and suggested that she treat 
Courtney the way she wants Courtney to 
treat her. Adjustment? Erin was not allowed 
back outside that day.

TRAINING YOUNG PILOTS
Middle schoolers often need help seeing 
the desired behavior or attitude. Good 
discipline includes describing what the right 
behavior or attitude would have looked like. 
It’s like turning on the runway light for them. 
Once kids become high schoolers, it’s a 
good developmental step up to ask (instead 
of describe) what the correct behavior or 
attitude would have been. There’s correction 
and redemption in these conversations. 
Whether we’re describing or asking, as 
parents, we’re to help our young pilots see 
the runway and arrive safely at the desired 
destination.

by Eric Ferris

There may be no more 
important time in life to grasp 
your identity (ID) in Christ 
than in middle school. When 
our kids understand who 
they are and that they were 
created for a purpose, they 
can stand firm against the 
destructive counter-identities 
the world will offer them.

Student ID:
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support
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I love a fresh start, don’t you? With 
the simple turn of a calendar page, 
January invites the whole world to 
take a deep, cleansing breath ... and 
try again. Along with the party hats 
and piercing horns, ringing in the new 
year gives each of us another chance. 
Gratefully, we can leave our letdowns 
behind and look forward with 
anticipation to a brand new year. 

That’s what I most appreciate 
about spiritual parenting. Rather than 
staying stuck in the muck of our kids’ 
past mistakes, course correction looks 
forward to an environment of healing 
and restoration. 

As my husband, Mitch, and I strive 
for course correction in our parenting, 
the same philosophy holds true in 
our marriage. The first step, accepting 
the fact that our kids will fail, is true 
of any relationship, including that 
of a husband and wife. Mitch and I 
often fall short. We get off track. We 
say things we shouldn’t. Or forget to 
say things we should. There is pain 
due to sin, and natural consequences 
follow.  

I’m thankful that the second step 
of this environment also applies to 
marriage: Pain can be used as an 
opportunity for renewal. Building one 
another up isn’t easy, especially in the 
midst of failure, but punishment only 
creates guilt and shame and then 

doubt and insecurity. It’s tempting 
to penalize a spouse by withholding 
affection or dwelling on anger. 
Agreeing to extend one another 
grace and respect, however, is key in 
producing healing and change. 

The third step in course correction, 
setting a level path for our kids, is 
critical after conflict or disagreement 
in a marriage. Setting goals together 
keeps a relationship moving forward. 
Mitch and I usually make the typical 
January resolutions of weekly date 
nights or praying more as a couple, 
but the bigger, life-defining “let’s still 
be married in 10 years” kinds of goals 
plot a solid course for our future. 

The last phase of course correction 
is my favorite: celebration! A spirit of 
righteousness and peace is promised 
with the philosophy of spiritual 
parenting; what more could we want 
from our marriages as well? Taking 
the time to remember triumphs over 
obstacles and victories over failures 
makes for a deeper, more loving, 
more fulfilling life together.

The calendar page has turned; 
January has arrived with its promise 
of a new beginning. What joy to know 
that in Christ, the hope of forgiveness, 
healing, and restoration is ours every 
day of the year.

by Kathryn O’Brien

January …
A L L  Y E A R  L O N G
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spiritual grandparenting
support

One of the greatest ways to see God’s love 
and protection in our lives is to actually 
map it out. This look back is a perfect way to 
show our children and grandchildren God’s 
faithfulness. It’s a way to show them that even 
though you may have gotten off track, God 
was always there to lovingly restore you and 
set you on a corrected path. 

Observing our own personal timeline 
provides a rewarding and inspiring 
perspective from which we can see God’s 
presence in our past and count on Him for 
our future. 

Using a pencil and a large sheet of paper or 
poster board, draw a path. At the beginning 
of the path write the date you were born. 
Then begin to reflect on your life. List as 

many significant events as possible. Your 
timeline could include:

• Your earliest memory of God’s presence 
in your life

• Experiences that left imprints on  
your soul

• Times of your faith being tested

• Decisions and choices where you went 
off track

• God’s loving discipline

• God’s provision 

• Times when you doubted God

• God’s faithfulness 

• Times of blessing and support 

Once you have completed this portion 
of the timeline, go back through and ask 
yourself: “Who were the people God used 
in my life for each of these situations?” Then 
begin to write names in the appropriate spots. 
Finally, take another look and note the times 
in your life when God was correcting your 
course. 

This exercise may take a while to complete. 
Once you’re done, you will have a clear 
view of how God has been with you—how 
He’s been directing your course. You can 
then begin to share your journey with your 
family. Each spiritual reflection will give you 
an opportunity to show your children and 
grandchildren that God is active everywhere.

by Debbie Guinn

A  C O U R S E 
C O R R E C T E D
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A  C O U R S E 
C O R R E C T E D

(storytelling page 10)

Cut out the glasses and tape 
the sides to the front frames. 
Color and decorate before 
reading the story on page 10. 



COURSE CORRECTION | HomeFrontMag.com38

10 
ENVIRONMENTS
Below you'll find a brief explanation of each environment.

“God’s family cares for each 
other and worships God 
together.”

Faith 
Community
God designed us to live in community 
and to experience Him in ways that 
can only happen in proximity to one 
another. The faith community serves 
to create an environment to equip and 
disciple parents, to celebrate God’s 
faithfulness, and to bring a richness of 
worship through tradition and rituals, 
which offer children an identity. Our 
love for each other reflects the love we 
have received from God.

“I belong to God, and He 
loves me!”

Identity
This environment highlights 
who we are in Christ. According 
to Ephesians 1, we have been 
chosen, adopted, redeemed, 
sealed, and given an inheritance 
in Christ … all of which we did 
nothing to earn. This conviction 
allows children to stand firm 
against the destructive counter 
identities the world will offer.

   Serving
    This posture of the heart asks the question, “What 

needs to be done?” It allows the Holy Spirit to cultivate 
a sensitivity to others and focuses on a cause bigger 
than one individual life. It helps fulfill the mandate that 
as Christ followers we are to view our lives as living 
sacrifices that we generously give away!

   Out of the
   Comfort Zone
      As children are challenged to step out of their 

comfort zones from an early age, they learn to 
experience a dependence on the Holy Spirit to 
equip and strengthen them beyond their natural 
abilities and desires. We believe this environment 
will cultivate a generation that, instead of seeking 
comfort, seeks a radical life of faith in Christ. 

“Asks the question, 
‘What needs to be 

done?’”

“God transforms 
me when I step 

out in faith.”

4

5

2

3

   Storytelling
    The power of The Big God Story impacts our lives by 

giving us an accurate and awe-inspiring perspective of 
how God has been moving throughout history. It is the 
story of redemption, salvation, and hope and tells how 
I have been grafted into it by grace. It further compels 
us to see how God is using every person’s life and is 
creating a unique story that deserves to be told for His 
glory.

“God has a big 
story, and I can 
be a part of it!”

1
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IT IS OUR PRAYER THAT 
HOMES AND CHURCHES 
WOULD CREATE THESE 
ENVIRONMENTS FOR 
CHILDREN TO LIVE IN 
SO THEIR FAITH WILL 
GROW IN A COMMUNITY 
OF CONSISTENCY, 
COMMON LANGUAGE, 
AND PRACTICE. TO LEARN 
MORE ABOUT HOW THESE 
ENVIRONMENTS CAN 
IGNITE A TRANSFORMING 
FAITH IN YOUR FAMILY, WE 
SUGGEST YOU READ: 

 

SPIRITUAL PARENTING:
An Awakening for Today’s Families

BY MICHELLE ANTHONY 
© 2010 DAVID C COOK 

   Course Correction
    This environment flows out of Hebrews 12:11–13 and is the 

direct opposite of punishment. Instead, biblical discipline for 
a child encompasses a season of pain, the building up in love, 
and a vision of a corrected path for the individual with the 
purpose of healing at its core.  

   Love/Respect
    Without love, our faith becomes futile. This environment 

recognizes that children need an environment of love and 
respect in order to be free to both receive and give God’s 
grace. Key to this environment is the value that children 
are respected because they embody the image of God. We 
must speak to them, not at them, and we must commit to an 
environment where love and acceptance are never withheld 
due to one’s behavior.

“God has entrusted  
me with the things and 
people He created  
around me.”

Responsibility
This environment captures the 
ability to take ownership for one’s 
life, gifts, and resources before 
God. A child must be challenged 
to take responsibility for his or her 
brothers and sisters in Christ, as 
well as for those who are spiritually 
lost. Our hope is that the Holy 
Spirit will use this environment to 
allow each child to understand that 
God has entrusted His world to us.

   Knowing
    Nothing could be more important than knowing and 

being known by God. We live in a world that denies 
absolute truth, but God’s Word offers just that. As 
we create an environment that upholds and displays 
God’s truth, we give children a foundation based on 
knowing God, believing His Word, and cultivating a 
relationship with Him through Christ. God is holy, 
mighty, and awesome, yet He has chosen to make 
Himself known to us!

   Modeling
    Biblical content needs a practical living expression in order 

for it to be spiritually impacting. This environment serves as 
a hands-on example of what it means for children to put their 
faith into action. Modeling puts flesh on faith and reminds us 
that others are watching to see if we live what we believe.

“God fills me with 
His love so I can 

give it away.”

“God knows  
me, and I can 
know Him.”

“I see Christ in 
others, and they 

can see Him  
in me.”

“When I get off 
track, God offers 

me a path of 
healing.”

8

9

10

76
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Dr. Michelle Anthony unpacks six common dysfunctional parenting styles we can 
fall into out of habit, lack of attention, or just plain busyness. If you long to show your 
children Jesus but don’t know how to do it, you’ll find hope in this practical guide 
to creating a relentlessly grace-filled home that is focused on God as first in charge.

Includes Scripture guides, reflection questions, ideas for family rites of passage,
and other real-life family examples.

Available in print and digital editions 
wherever books are sold

FROM FAMILY MINISTRY EXPERT 

MICHELLE ANTHONYNEW

Dr. Michelle Anthony is the Vice President and Publisher of Learning 
Resources at David C Cook. She is an author and speaker and 
has over 25 years of church ministry and leadership experience in 
children’s and family ministries.


