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EDITOR’S NOTE
Our entire faith rests on these beautiful words from Matthew 28:6. The 
fact that Jesus rose from the dead means that death no longer holds any 
power over us. Because Jesus conquered death, nothing can stand in His 
way. And when we believe this, His Spirit dwells within us and transforms 
us with the power that raised Jesus from the grave! We no longer need to 
live in fear.

As parents, it’s our responsibility to push our children out of their comfort 
zone so they can experience the transforming power of God’s Holy Spirit. 
In STORYTELLING (page 8) this month you’ll read a story about a boy 
named Simon who struggled with fear until he realized that with Jesus he 
could be brave.

Our FAMILY TIME RECIPE (page 16) might take you a bit out of your 
comfort zone as you combine two favorites into one delicious treat! 
TOUGH TOPICS (page 34) tackles adoption and the rewards that 
come from listening to God’s voice and stepping out in faith to transform 
your family.

In SPIRITUAL GRANDPARENTING (page 37) you’ll get a fun look at 
learning how to communicate with your grandchildren through texting. 
You’ll also learn some common texting terms and abbreviations.

Living in the environment of OUT OF THE COMFORT ZONE is truly 
living exactly where God wants us to be—dependent on Him. We pray 
that creating this environment in your home this month will be an 
exciting way to experience the Holy Spirit’s transforming power as you 
live a life of risk and abandonment—a life not bound by fear!

HomeFrontSPHomeFrontSP HomeFrontSP HomeFrontSP

Let’s Be Social!
Share your photos
using the hashtag

#myhomefront

 “He is not 
here; he 

  has risen!”

CONTENTS
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The environment of OUT OF THE COMFORT 
ZONE recognizes that God transforms us when 
we step out in faith. Our flesh seeks comfort, 
but God’s Spirit wants to try our faith in order to 
grow it.

As children are challenged to step out of their 
comfort zone from an early age, they experience a 
dependence on the Holy Spirit, who will equip and 
strengthen them beyond their natural abilities and 
desires. We believe this will cultivate a generation of 
believers who, instead of seeking comfort, seek a radical 
life of dying to self and following Christ.

As adults, when we’re in situations where our own 
resources fulfill what’s needed, we tend to rely on our 
own abilities. Our kids, on the other hand, don’t have 
nearly as many personal resources on which to fall back. 
Their pure faith often helps them to depend on the Holy 
Spirit far more readily than we do as adults.

That’s why James tells us to “consider it pure joy” 
(James 1:2) when we encounter trials. Joy in trials may 
sound like an oxymoron, but when we come to the end of 
our resources and our strength and depend on the Holy 
Spirit, then we’re truly in a relationship with the Almighty. 
That’s the place where sanctification happens … and 
where we find true joy!

Michelle Anthony
Vice President and Publisher of 
Learning Resources | David C Cook

          Follow Michelle: @TruInspiration

We believe that the Holy Spirit is God’s chosen teacher. It 
is He who causes spiritual growth and formation when and 
as He chooses. As such, we have articulated 10 distinct 
environments to create in your home. We desire to create 
spiritual space, which we refer to as an environment, in 
which God’s Spirit can move freely.

Along with each subscription of HomeFront 
(or each Tru membership), you will receive 

a digital pass that will give you access to an 
enhanced version of the online magazine.

Here’s to a new step in our adventure of  
spiritual parenting!

We couldn’t be more 
excited to offer individual 

subscriptions as well as 
bulk orders delivered right  

to your doorstep.

Simply go to the link below to subscribe today:

HomeFrontMag.com

Memorizing Scripture can be an incredible 
practice to engage in as a family. But words 
in and of themselves will not necessarily 
transform us; it is God’s Spirit in these 
words who transforms. We come to know 
God more when we’re willing to open our 
hearts and listen to His Holy Spirit through 
the words we memorize. Have fun with this 
verse, and think of creative ways to invite 
your family to open up to God as they 
commit the verse to memory.

Consider using an 8” x 10” frame  
to display your FAMILY VERSE 
each month!

FAMILY VERSE

It’s our pleasure to introduce
HomeFront in print!
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capturing the season
family time

WHAT YOU’LL NEED:

twine or tie wire

2 (14”) branches

2 (71/2”) branches

1 (17”) branch

1 (91/2”) branch

crate or container

3 pieces of floral foam 

dirt, moss, and flowers 

Make one large cross by taking the 91/2-inch branch and 
laying it across the 17-inch branch. Have your children 
help you hold the branches in place as you tie them 
together with the twine or tie wire. Then make two small 
crosses using the 14-inch and 71/2-inch branches.

Old Rugged Cross
1 2
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capturing the season
family time

Place the floral foam in the bottom of the crate or 
container and stick the crosses into the foam. 

Fill the container with dirt, moss, and flowers. Place it in 
a prominent place in your home, and let it remind you 
of how much Jesus loves each one of you! 

As Christian parents, it can be difficult to make sure our families stay focused on Jesus at Easter. It’s 
easy to miss the true meaning and significance of the holiday with all the egg hunts and chocolate bunnies 
surrounding us. Although these traditions aren’t necessarily “bad,” it’s most important to remember Jesus’ life, 
death, and resurrection—the foundations of our faith! This month, capture the season by making these crosses 
to help keep your focus on the sacrifice Jesus made—the one that took Him out of everything comfortable. 
Remind your children that Jesus didn’t stay on that cross. He rose again and lives today!

by Debbie Guinn

3 4
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family time

storytelling

After reading this fictional story based on 
Matthew 28 to your kids, ask them about 
a time they felt scared. Assure them that 
everyone feels frightened sometimes—even 
grown-ups! Share with them that when we 
know Jesus, we don’t have to be afraid. Pray 
as a family, asking God to grow your faith 
and to give you courage to tell others that 
Jesus is alive!

PARENTS:

Simon knew something terrible had happened. As 
his younger brothers and sisters slept on the ground 
beside him, Simon’s parents spoke softly late into the 
night. His mother cried while his father asked God 
to help them understand. “He was supposed to be 
the One,” his father whispered. “The Messiah. Our 
Savior.” Simon knew that as the oldest son, he should 
have been the bravest. But most of the time he didn’t 
feel brave at all—especially not now. The hard clay 
floor under his sleeping mat 
felt colder than usual that night. 
Somehow the whole world felt 
colder too. 

The next day, Simon’s cousin 
told him the awful news. Roman 
soldiers had arrested Jesus and 
taken Him away. They’d hung 
Him on a cross. And then—He’d 
died. Tears stung Simon’s eyes. 
Why would anyone want to hurt 
Jesus? He was so kind. He made 
sick people well. He made blind people see. He fed 
the hungry and helped the lost. Simon was never 
afraid when Jesus was near. 

The next morning, Simon’s family awoke just 
before sunrise. Sadness filled their little home like 
a cold wind. After a small meal of barley cakes and 
cheese, Simon quietly fed the animals, grabbed two 
large pots, and started his long walk to the well. At 
nine years old, it was Simon’s job to get water for his 
father’s farm. It was his way of helping his family. On 
the way home, Simon felt alone and scared. How 
would he ever feel brave again, now that Jesus was 
gone? Suddenly, the ground beneath Simon’s sandals 
began to sway. The water in the pots sloshed and 
spilled as he fell to the ground. A few seconds later 
the shaking finally stopped; the earthquake was over. 

Simon got up slowly, his heart racing. A flash of 
light caught his eye. What was that? It looked like 

lightning, but there wasn’t a cloud in the sky. More 
frightened than he’d ever been, Simon ran to the top 
of a nearby hill. Simon saw in the distance a large 
cave, a tomb, the entrance covered by a giant stone. 
Roman soldiers stood guard at the tomb while two 
women walked toward it. Two others were also there, 
their faces as bright as the sun, their clothes whiter 
than snow. Angels, thought Simon. He crept closer for 
a better look.

The guards shook with fear and fainted as one 
of the angels rolled the stone away. Seeing that the 
tomb was empty, the two women dropped to their 
knees. In a gentle voice, an angel said to them, “Don’t 
be afraid; I know you are looking for Jesus. He is not 
here, for He has risen, just as He said. You will see 
Him soon.” 

The women wept with joy. Could it be? Was Jesus 
really alive? Simon had to find out. He followed the 

women as they hurried back to town, 
not sure what he would find. And that’s 
when he saw Him. Jesus stood on the 
road not far up ahead. The two women 
rushed to him, falling at his feet. “Do not 
be afraid,” He told them. “Go and tell 
others what you have seen.”

Simon was overjoyed. And he had 
never felt so strong or so brave. What 
was there to be afraid of? Jesus was 
alive! He’d died for the sins of the 
world and then He’d risen again. If 

Jesus could conquer death, He could do anything! 
Believing in Jesus gave Simon all the courage he 
needed. “Go and tell others what you have seen,” 
Simon heard Jesus say. So he did. “Do not be afraid,” 
Jesus said. So he wasn’t—not anymore.      

by Kathryn O’Brien 

S imon 
Bravethe

“Don’t be afraid; I know 
you are looking for Jesus. 
He is not here, for He has 
risen, just as He said. You 

will see Him soon.”

Illustrations by Dana Zimmerman
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Empty Tombs
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create
family time

Understanding why Jesus had to die can be difficult 
for children. Thankfully, His death for our sins isn’t 
the end of the story. We can share with our children 
that Jesus isn’t still dead. We can remind them that 
He went to the cross willingly because He loves us 
so much and wanted to take the punishment for our 
sins. 

Take a moment to read Luke 24:1–8 with your 
children. Explain to them that Jesus is more powerful 
than death. He rose from the dead, and He is alive! If 
they believe this—if they believe He died to take away 
their sins—they can live with Him forever, even after 
their lives on this earth are done. 

This month, as a fun way to remember that Jesus 
has the power to conquer death, help your children 
create these empty tomb clothespins. 

WHAT YOU’LL NEED:

•	 clothespins (1 per person)

•	 glue stick

•	 card stock (1 sheet for every 2 people, 
preferably white or beige)

•	 crayons or markers

•	 scissors

 He Is
Risen!

 He Is
Risen!

 He Is
Risen!

 He Is
Risen!

WHAT YOU’LL DO:

1. Cut out the stone and tomb templates 
provided on this page.

2. Cut out a purple “He Is Risen!” banner for each 
empty tomb clothespin you plan to make.

3. Using the stone and tomb templates, trace the 
shapes onto card stock and cut them out. You’ll 
need one set of shapes for each clothespin.

4. Invite the children to color their stones and 
tombs. 

5. Glue a banner to the back of a tomb so the text 
shows (see photo).

6. Lay a clothespin on its side and glue the tomb 
to the bottom piece of the clothespin, on the 
back (see photo).

7. Glue the top half of the stone to the top piece 
of the clothespin, on the front, and the bottom 
half of the stone on the bottom piece of the 
clothespin, also on the front (see photo).

8. When you press open the clothespin, you’ll 
reveal the banner that declares, “He Is Risen!”

STONE TOMB



OUT OF THE COMFORT ZONE | HomeFrontMag.com12

traditions
family time

THURSDAY, APRIL 2, 2015

On what the church calendar refers to as Maundy Thursday, Jesus and His disciples broke bread together at what 
would be the Last Supper. To remember the meal consumed that night, commit to a time of fasting as a family. This may 
be a total “media fast,” meaning you commit to completely unplugging for the entire day, or it may be a fast from food 
for the entire day for adults or a portion of a meal for kids. Be sure you explain to your kids why you’re fasting so they 
can explain what they’re doing to others. If you’d like, you might take communion as a family at the end of the day in 
remembrance of the Last Supper.  

Preparing Our Hearts
We often recognize Lent by giving up something in order to get a little uncomfortable and to remind us that we’re 
completely dependent upon God. But what if instead of simply fasting for 40 days, we added a couple of practices 
in the three days before Easter—practices that would get us out of our comfort zone? Rather than simply giving 
up chocolate, coffee, or soda, we add the disciplines of repentance and almsgiving—in addition to fasting. These 
disciplines date back to the beginning of Lenten tradition, and although tradition would define Lent as the 40 days 
prior to Easter, it’s simply a season of preparation. This Holy Week, get out of your comfort zone with your kids and 
set aside time to incorporate these disciplines into your lives.
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traditions
family time

FRIDAY, APRIL 3, 2015

On Good Friday, practice repentance for the very sins for which Christ died on the cross. As a family, confess your sins 
by writing them down on sheets of paper. Then read Psalm 51 together. Think about the words blot, wash, sin, iniquity, 
white, snow, pure heart, joy of your salvation—words and phrases that foreshadow the sacrifice that would happen on 
Good Friday. Using correction fluid or tape, “white out” all of the sins on the papers as you pray a prayer of repentance. 
Then, using markers or paint, transform the space where the sins used to be into art, focusing on “pure heart” and “joy 
of your salvation.”

After my family added these disciplines to our lives, we found freedom from the comfort zones that had defined 
our previous resurrection celebrations. In that freedom, we recognized the redemptive work of the cross in a 
deeper way.

by Courtney Wilson

SATURDAY, APRIL 4, 2015

On Saturday, prepare your heart for the resurrection by practicing almsgiving. Almsgiving is the act of giving to charity 
or providing something needed for free. The easy thing would be to go through your children’s toys and clothes and to 
give the broken-ish toys and the holey-ish pants and the stained-ish shirts to someone who might be okay with the “ish.” 
Instead, consider what you might give away that would instill dignity in someone else. What would give your kids a view 
of the epic, radical, huge, and loving God who sent His Son to die on a cross for those sins you “blotted out” the day 
before? Sit down with your children and find out what grabs their hearts. Where might they see limitless possibility—
how might they give outside of their comfort zone? 
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game time
family time

With spring upon us, what better way to embrace 
this beautiful season than with some fun lawn games 
for the entire family? As the sun sets, gather your 
little ones for a fun game of Glowing Ring Toss.

WHAT YOU’LL NEED:

•	 large 12” glow stick (found at dollar stores) 

•	 4-pack glow stick necklaces (1 pack per player, 
a different color for each player, found at 
dollar stores)

•	 masking tape

BEFORE YOU START:

1. Dig a small hole in the ground and stick in the 
12-inch glow stick vertically. (Wet the ground first to 
make this easier.)  

2. Assemble the glow stick necklaces. For each 
one, wrap a piece of masking tape around the 
connection point, and then wrap another piece on 
the opposite site of the “ring” to evenly distribute 
the weight. 

3. Determine the distance you’d like your kids to 
toss from, depending on their ages, and make a 
masking-tape line on the ground at that distance.

TIME TO PLAY!

1. Give each player a set of four rings. 

2. Starting with the youngest, have each player take 
turns standing behind the line and tossing one ring 
at a time onto the vertical 12-inch glow stick. The 
first player to get all of his rings around the glow 
stick wins!

Play as many rounds of this game as you’d like or 
until your children can toss no more!

by Heather DePartee

REMEMBER!

YOUNGER

Glowing Ring Toss
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game time
family time

Round up your older kids for a game of Giant Jenga.

WHAT YOU’LL NEED:

•	 2” x 4” x 96” planks of wood (6 planks, each plank 
cut into 9 [10 3/8”] pieces for 54 total pieces—your 
lumber store can cut these for you)

•	 different colors of paint or stain and paintbrush 
(optional)

BEFORE YOU START:

1. Set up this game on a table or hard surface outside.

2. Build your Jenga tower by making a layer of three 
“blocks” in one direction, making the next layer 
with three blocks in the other direction, and 
so on. When you finish, you’ll have a very large 
18-layer tower.

3. If you’d like, before stacking the blocks, allow your 
kids to paint the ends of the blocks different colors 
or stain the blocks (see photo). 

TIME TO PLAY!

1. Take turns using one hand to removing any one 
block below the top layer. After removing your 
block, place it on top of the highest layer, in the 
other direction. As you get further into the game, 
the tower will become more and more shaky!

2. The last player to stack a block without making the 
tower fall wins the game.

REMEMBER!

You probably experienced moments of excitement 
and nervousness when playing Giant Jenga (and, 
if you played it, the Glowing Ring Toss). Remind 
your children that similar to the excitement and 
nervousness that came with these games, we also 
experience both exciting and uncomfortable 
moments and seasons in life. When we reach these 
challenges and step outside of our comfort zone, 
we learn to depend on the Holy Spirit to equip and 
strengthen us. We can trust God and know that He 
will transform us as we step out in faith, no matter 
the circumstance.

by Heather DePartee

OLDER

Gian‡ Jenga
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Mini Chicken
 &Waffles
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family time recipe
family time

These Mini Chicken and Waffles are quick and easy to make and will be a fun appetizer for your Easter 
brunch this month.

Prep Time: 15 min.       Cook Time: 10 min.       Yields: about 20 nuggets

WHAT YOU’LL NEED:

•	 1/2 c. all-purpose flour

•	 1 tsp. salt 

•	 ¼1 tsp. ground black pepper

•	 2 boneless, skinless chicken breasts, cut into 1 1/2” pieces

•	 1 c. panko or prepared breadcrumbs

•	 1 large egg

•	 1 tbsp. water

•	 1 c. vegetable oil

•	 mini waffles (about 20)

•	 syrup

•	 toothpicks

*  For an easy metric conversion chart, 

search the Internet for “metric kitchen.”

WHAT YOU’LL DO:

1. Place flour in a resealable bag and add salt and pepper. 

2. Place chicken pieces in bag with the flour and toss to 
coat. This works best in small batches. 

3. Put panko or breadcrumbs on a rimmed plate and 
set aside.

4. Whisk egg and water in a medium bowl.

5. Remove a piece of chicken from the flour, dip in the egg 
mixture, then dip in the breadcrumbs, gently pressing 
crumbs into the chicken. Set chicken on a clean plate. 

6. Repeat with remaining pieces of chicken.

7. Heat vegetable oil in a large frying pan over medium-
high heat. 

8. Place chicken pieces in pan and brown on each side, 
about eight minutes total. 

9. Use a spatula to transfer the chicken “nuggets” to a paper 
towel-lined plate. If desired, add more salt to chicken.

10. While chicken cools, make or toast mini waffles.

11. Assemble by placing a chicken nugget on top of a mini 
waffle and poking a toothpick through both. 

12. Drizzle syrup over nuggets and waffles and serve. 



      Bird’s Nesƒ Dessert
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kids in the kitchen
family time

I love birds. They’re a constant reminder to me of God’s faithfulness. 
If God provides for them, how much more will He take care of me? 
This Bird’s Nest Dessert can serve to remind your family that when you 
feel stretched to the end of everything that’s comfortable to you, God 
will meet you there and transform you as you step out in faith. You are 
valuable to Him!

Gather everyone in the kitchen to help—this is a simple recipe, so 
even your youngest child can help. You’ll love watching your creations 
start to take shape and turn into little nests.

by Debbie Guinn

WHAT YOU’LL DO:

1. Preheat oven to 300 degrees Fahrenheit. 

2. Place egg whites in large bowl, add salt, and whisk 
until frothy. Whisking would be a great way for kids 
to help.

3. Add sweetened condensed milk and vanilla and 
mix well.

4. One at a time, fold in coconut, sugar, and flour.

5. Line cookie sheet with parchment paper.

6. With wet hands, place heaping tablespoon of 
mixture onto lined cookie sheet.

7. Press mixture together and then push your 
finger into the center to form a nest. Make the 
indentation big enough to hold a few mini candy 
eggs. This would be another great place for kids 
to help.

8. Bake for 25 minutes or until edges are golden 
brown.

9. After nests cool completely, invite your kids to 
place the candy eggs inside.

Prep Time: 10 min.

Cook Time: 25 min.

Yields: 24 

WHAT YOU’LL NEED:

•	 2 large egg whites

•	 pinch of salt

•	 1 can sweetened condensed milk

•	 2 tsp. vanilla extract

•	 14 oz. bag shredded coconut

•	 2 tbsp. sugar

•	 2 tbsp. flour

•	 mini candy Easter eggs

*  For an easy metric conversion chart, 
search the Internet for “metric kitchen.”

Look at the birds of the air; 
they do not sow or reap or 

store away in barns, and yet 
your heavenly Father feeds 

them. Are you not much 
more valuable than they? 

Matthew 6:26



Resurrection Eggs are plastic Easter eggs that each contain a small item (such as a cross or rock) related to the 
resurrection of Christ. Usually each item corresponds with a Scripture reading focusing on Easter. Resurrection Eggs 
can be found in many Christian stores and online, and you can also find instructions online for making your own. 
They’re a great, creative way to help children celebrate the truth and power of Easter. 

Use your own set of Resurrection Eggs and 
the following prompts to start meaningful 
conversations with your children. Each 
prompt corresponds with an item inside an 
egg. You can open one egg each day or open 
them all during a family night. The eggs can 
be used in many fun ways, and the best part 
is that they’ll keep the focus of Easter where it 
should be—on Jesus.

by Alissa Goble
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conversation starters
family time

DONKEY Matthew 21:1–3 
The donkey’s owner gave the donkey to the 
disciples right away when they told him that Jesus 
needed it.

Q If you could give Jesus anything, what would it 
be? Why?

PURPLE CLOTH Mark 15:17 
Purple is the color of royalty, and Jesus is the King 
of Kings. 

Q We also call Jesus by other names, including 
Savior, Friend, Healer, and others. What name do 
you like the most? Why?

COINS Matthew 26:14–15 
Money was important to Judas—so important that it 
played a significant role in his betrayal of Jesus.

Q What is one thing in your life that might distract 
you from loving Jesus?

Resurrection   Eggs

PARENTS:

Some of these questions require thought and vulnerability. 
They might take some family members out of their comfort 
zone. Remind your family that in these moments, God often 
meets us in bold and exciting ways. Cultivate a safe sharing 
environment, and always begin your time together in prayer.

1

3

2

4
CUP Matthew 26:27–28 
The evening before He was arrested, Jesus and 
His disciples ate the Passover meal together. Jesus 
used the bread to represent His body that would be 
broken on the cross and the wine to represent the 
blood that He would shed the very next day.

Q How do you feel when you think about Jesus 
willingly giving His life for yours?

GET YOUR CHILDREN TALKING:
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THORNS OR CROWN Matthew 27:29 
Think about how Jesus must have felt being mocked 
by the very people He came to save. 

Q Has anyone ever made fun of you? How did 
you feel?

NAIL Luke 23:33a
When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they hammered 
nails in His hands and feet. 

Q When you think about the pain Jesus suffered 
on the cross for you, how do you feel? What do you 
want to say to Him?

CROSS John 19:17 
Picture yourself in the crowd walking alongside 
Jesus as He carried His cross.

Q What would you say to Him?

ROCK Matthew 27:59–60
Joseph gave Jesus something very valuable as an act 
of worship and blessing. 

Q Can you think of someone in need whom we 
could bless as an act of worship?

SCOURGE Mark 15:15 
Pilate listened to the crowd; he didn’t do what he 
knew was right.

Q Why is it sometimes easier to listen to people 
around us than to Jesus? What can we do to hear 
Him more?

SPEAR John 19:34 
The soldiers wanted to be sure Jesus was dead. 

Q What would you say to someone who said he 
needed proof that Jesus is real?

5

9

7

11

6

10

8

12

DIE Luke 23:34 
Jesus forgave the soldiers who gambled for His 
possessions.

Q Is there someone in your life you need to 
forgive? How could you take steps to let that person 
know that you forgive him?

EMPTY Matthew 28:6
Celebrate! He isn’t in the tomb—He’s alive!

Q What are some ways we can honor Jesus’ 
sacrifice for us?
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family time

prayer

WHAT YOU’LL NEED:

•	 frame (suggestion: 8” x 10”)

•	 fabric or scrapbook paper

•	 dry erase markers

Imagine what the women might have been 
thinking. What? Jesus is alive?!? How can this be? 
What does this mean? A million questions must 
have surged through their minds, but something 
even greater likely settled in their hearts—hope. 

Just as these women told others about the 
profound hope that they experienced on that 
life-changing morning, we too can share this 
experience with our friends and family. Each 
day we encounter people who don’t share our 
hope in Christ. Their hearts have been hardened 
toward God and the news of His Son, Jesus. 

One way we can care well for those around 
us is by praying for them. This month, create a 
Prayer Frame. Find a picture frame that you like, 
but instead of a photo, put a piece of scrapbook 
paper, canvas, or fabric behind the glass. Then, 
as a family, sit down with the frame and some 
dry erase markers. Think about people in your 
life who don’t share your hope in Christ. As you 
think of neighbors, friends, and extended family 
members, use the markers to write their names 
on the glass. Throughout the month, pray for the 
people in your frame. 

The women at the tomb that morning were 
astonished. From that moment on, their lives 
changed completely. God called them to step 
out in faith and to spread the news about Jesus. 
God also calls us to step out in faith. If you have 
trouble finding the words to pray for those in 
your prayer frame this month, depend on God 
for encouragement. Consider how you can step 
out and encourage these people by telling them 
that your family has decided to pray for them. 
Your prayers could give them the same hope 
that you have and be the beginning of their 
relationship with Christ.

by Krista Heinen

Jesus’ resurrection is cause for celebration! 
When He rose from the grave, Jesus proved that 
He is more powerful than sin and death! 

On the morning of Jesus’ resurrection, two 
women brought spices to His tomb. When they 
arrived, they noticed that the stone had been 
rolled away and that an angel sat atop the stone. 
The angel told the women not to be afraid. 
He shared the incredible news that Jesus had 
risen from the dead and instructed the women 
to quickly share the news with the disciples 
(Matthew 28:1–7). 

Prayer Frame



When you work at a church, you 
start planning for Easter sometime 
in January, which means that I’ve 
been reading about, writing about, 
and praying about the resurrection 
for a few months now. And the most 
profound realization I’ve come to 
during this time of thinking about 
the resurrection is that I should be 
thinking about the resurrection a 
whole lot more often.

In 1 Corinthians, Paul writes, 
“If Christ has not been raised, our 
preaching is useless and so is your 
faith” (1 Corinthians 15:14). This 
is an incredible statement coming 
from the pen of a former Pharisee. 
For the majority of Paul’s life, his 
faith had been entirely based upon 
his doing or not doing—built upon a 
foundation of law. But then he met 
Jesus, and everything changed. 

The question is, why did it 
change? Well, because Jesus was 
supposed to be dead, but He wasn’t. 
The fact that He wasn’t—that He 
isn’t—created a real problem for Paul. 
It forced Paul to rethink everything—
his theology, his faith, and his 
practice—and ultimately completely 
changed the direction of his life. It 
had to. It always has to. 

Jesus rose from the dead! His 
physical body, broken on a cross 
just days earlier, stepped out of a 
real grave on an otherwise ordinary 
Sunday morning, fully alive. All of 
this is real: It happened in the real 
world, and now, because He is really 
risen, the real world is, must be, 
different in very real ways. 
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god’s word

 Jesus Changes      
Everything

The resurrection changes 
everything! This is what Paul, as well 
as the rest of the New Testament 
writers and early church leaders, 
were trying to teach us. If our faith 
is built upon the foundation of the 
risen Jesus, no area of our lives will 
be left unaffected.

In Romans we learn that because 
Jesus is alive, He now stands at the 
right hand of God, interceding for us 
(Romans 8:34–39). The resurrection 
changes our relationship with God. 
In 1 Peter we find that because Jesus 
is alive, we’re reborn “into a living 
hope” that sustains us in any storm 
(1 Peter 1:3–9). The resurrection 
changes our perspective on life. 
In Colossians we see that because 
Jesus died and is now alive, we too 
are dead to sin and alive in Christ 
(Colossians 3:1–17). The resurrection 
changes our behavior. In Acts we 
learn that because Jesus is risen, we 
are His witnesses (Acts 1:8; 2:32; 3:15; 
5:32; 10:39–42). The resurrection 
changes our purpose.

We could quite literally go on 
for pages, but for now, I’ll leave you 
with a life-changing fill-in-the-blank 
to consider: Jesus is risen; therefore 
I                                                        .

HEAR IT:

There are many places we could 
go in the New Testament to learn 
about the significance of the 
resurrection, and I would strongly 
encourage you, at some point, to 
do your own study on the subject 
(start reading in Acts and go through 

Revelation, highlighting every 
passage that talks about the risen 
Jesus). For the moment, though, 
let’s just focus on one passage. As a 
family, read Romans 8 and discuss 
these questions:

•	 What are one or two things that 
stand out to you in this passage?

•	 What is the foundation of your 
faith? In other words, is it the 
risen Jesus, or is it something 
else (such as your intellect, your 
actions, or your family’s beliefs)?

•	 How is your life different because 
Jesus is risen?

DO IT:

When we read and discuss that last 
question, our immediate reaction 
may be to try really hard to make 
changes in our lives, but that’s not 
the answer. The simple truth is this: 
Grasping and living the significance 
of the resurrection isn’t something 
we can do on our own. That’s why 
it’s called “out of our comfort zone.” 
Living resurrection lives isn’t a 
matter of willpower or control but 
of surrender. Remember how this 
happened in Paul’s life (see Acts 9).

So, this month, our “doing” is 
surrender. Take some time as a 
family to pray that the Holy Spirit 
would fill you with His presence, that 
He would give you a fresh encounter 
with the risen Jesus, and that, on the 
basis of that encounter, He would 
give you the courage and power to 
live changed by the resurrection.

by Josh Harrison
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worship

The Bible is full of examples of men and women 
of faith who stepped out of their comfort 
zone as a form of trusting and worshipping 
God. Moses left the comfort of the palace to 
become a leader amongst the Israelites; Ruth 
left her homeland to help her mother-in-law; and 
David—a young man wearing no armor—faced 
and killed a giant. 

It must have been difficult for these men and 
women to do what was being asked of them. 
However, in each person’s life, we see a moment 
where God makes it clear that He will be with 
them as they leave what feels comfortable to do 
what He’s asked them to do.

In Romans 8, Paul talks about the unfailing 
love of God and how God’s love shapes who 
we are. Paul says he’s convinced that absolutely 
nothing can separate us from God’s love. Paul 
says we’re no longer slaves to fear but children 
of God. Paul even says that with God, we’re 
more than conquerors! Because Paul knew the 
love of God, he lived a radical life of worship 
and obedience to God. He traveled all over the 
known world passionately preaching the good 
news of Jesus Christ.

This month, instead of deciding on one 
“action step” for your family, have a discussion 

about risk—and then practice it as much as 
possible. Gather your family and ask each person 
about her comfort zone. Where might she feel 
afraid to step out because she fears failing or 
being uncomfortable? Maybe one of your kids 
has trouble talking to new people. Maybe one of 
your kids is artistic but feels afraid to display his 
talent because he doesn’t think he’s good enough. 

Once each person has identified one area, 
spend time reading Romans 8, and make a 
commitment to help one another step out in 
new ways this month and remind one another of 
God’s love. As you read the Bible together, point 
out the connection between people stepping 
out of their comfort zone and God’s promise to 
be with them as they do it.

Then find opportunities to be with your family  
members as they step out in faith and do things 
that feel scary or uncomfortable. This will show 
your kids that it’s often easier to worship God 
by trusting Him and trying something new when 
someone who loves them is nearby. If they come 
to believe at a young age that God is with them 
and loves them no matter what, they’ll grow up 
with the unshakable confidence that comes from 
knowing their identity in Christ.

by Joy Oladokun

Risking Worship
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A BLESSING CAN BE A PRAYER OF COMMISSION, A BIBLE 
PASSAGE, OR WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT. BLESSINGS CAN 
BE SPOKEN OVER A CHILD FOR THE PURPOSE OF DECLARING 

GOD’S PROTECTION, JOY, AND WISDOM OVER HIM.

Stepping out of your comfort zone can be a 
scary thing. Watching your kids experience 
life outside of their comfort zone can be even 
scarier! We’re able to take these steps of faith 
and encourage our children to do the same 
because we know that God is with us and will 
be with them too. God’s Word gives us the 
assurance necessary to be able to live outside 
of our spheres of comfort, trusting that He 
will guide us, provide for us, and grow us in 
the ways He knows are best. He desires for us 
to step out of what is comfortable and rely on 
the Holy Spirit to transform us when we do.

by Emily Ganzfried

READ
This month, read Joshua 1:9 to your child:

“Have I not commanded you? Be strong 
and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not 
be discouraged, for the Lord your God will 
be with you wherever you go.” 

BLESS

Then, pray this blessing over your child.

(Child’s name), may you have the courage 
to take steps outside of your comfort zone, 
trusting that God will be with you wherever 
you go. May you experience God’s presence, 
faithfulness, and deep love for you as you learn 
to live as a person of faith.

blessing
family time
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In 2011, Rob and Cheryl Shields of San Diego were inspired to 
organize a prom for high school students with special needs, 
including autism, Down syndrome, cerebral palsy, and other 
challenges. They called it A Night to Remember.

Rob and Cheryl organized this event with two goals in mind: 
first, to integrate students with special needs, or “Honored 
Guests,” with area high school students, or “Hosts.” The Shields 
have seen many new friendships form and new understanding 
develop among Honored Guests and Hosts. The second goal: 
to honor and celebrate Honored Guests with a first-class prom. 
Instead of being marginalized, the Honored Guests are loved and 
celebrated. They’re the rock stars of the night! 

HOW IT STARTED 

It all began with a discussion at the kitchen table. Rob and 
Cheryl were spending the holidays in Rob’s hometown of 
Rockford, Illinois, and a special-needs prom was being held 
there. Rob and Cheryl have triplets, two girls and one boy, 
and none of them have special needs. But the couple became 
passionate about hosting a similar event in their own community 
of San Diego.
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After months of planning, the first A Night to 
Remember Prom was held in May 2011. Rob and 
Cheryl hoped for 50 students that year—and more 
than 300 came. Since then, attendance has grown 
each year, and currently the prom welcomes more 
than 800 students from 70 schools in the San Diego 
area. 

LIMOS, FORMAL WEAR, AND 
PAPARAZZI 

Every Honored Guest who attends the prom receives, 
for free, a tuxedo or prom dress, hair styling and 
makeup by professional cosmetologists, a corsage or 
boutonniere, a ride in a limousine, a walk down the 
red carpet (complete with paparazzi and cheering 
fans), and a gift bag. Then each student enjoys a 
night of dinner and dancing, and they make special 
memories that will last a lifetime. 

One of the most remarkable things about A 
Night to Remember Prom is the breadth of people it 
reaches and the ways in which it touches their lives. 

A Night to Remember Prom is an event designed to reach 
students with special needs; the impact on that group is 
unquestionable. But this event has positively impacted 
the mainstream student Hosts as well. Through this 
Prom, barriers are broken and friendships are formed. 
On prom night, dancing and fun knows no disability. The 
parents and family members of Honored Guests are also 
impacted in immeasurable ways.

To find out more, or to donate to this life-changing 
event, visit the website or contact Cheryl Shields.

CONTACT: 

Cheryl Shields

Founder/Director

A Night to Remember Prom

www.aNighttoRememberProm.com

Cheryl@anighttorememberprom.com
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The Republic of Cuba consists of one large 
island and several small islands, all located 
about 100 miles south of Florida (United 
States) in the northern Caribbean Sea. 
Cuba encompasses 42,803 square miles 
and extends 760 miles east to west and 55 
miles north to south. It’s separated from 
Florida by the Straits of Florida, from the 
Bahamas and Jamaica by various channels, 
from Haiti by the Windward Passage, and 
from Mexico by the Yucatán Channel. 
Cuba’s total coastline is 2,316 miles.

 

More than 11 million people call Cuba 
their home.  

If you lived in Cuba, you might eat moros 
y cristianos (black beans and rice). The 
tropical climate produces fruits and root 
vegetables used in many Cuban dishes. 
Dessert typically consists of guava, candied 
in syrup with anise and cinnamon, served 
with a tangy and pungent white sheep’s 
milk cheese.

If you lived in Cuba, you would most 
likely go to a Catholic church. 

global
family time

Where in the World Is ...

Awakening a compassionate heart and a global  
mind-set in children for people beyond the  
boundaries of their own neighborhoods.

     DID YOU KNOW? 

•	 Christmas didn’t become an official holiday in Cuba 
until 1997.

•	 The bee hummingbird, the smallest living bird on earth, 
can be found in dense forests and woodlands on the 
main island of Cuba.

Cuba

To talk to your friends in Cuba, you would  
speak Spanish.

TO GREET SOMEONE IN SPANISH, YOU WOULD SAY, 

“Hola” 
(PRONOUNCED OH-LA)

•	 In 1961 the United States severed diplomatic ties with 
Cuba. After slashing Cuban sugar imports, Washington 
instituted a ban on nearly all exports to Cuba, which 
President John F. Kennedy expanded into a full economic 
embargo that included stringent travel restrictions.

•	 On December 17, 2014, U.S. President Barack Obama and 
Cuban President Raul Castro announced that the U.S. 
and Cuba would restore diplomatic ties. 

•	 This month, pray for Cuba. Pray that peace would reign 
and that the Cuban people would have restrictions lifted.

  NOW THAT WE KNOW THE 
LOCATION OF CUBA,  

LET’S MEET ITS PEOPLE.

Cuba

Florida
The Bahamas

Jamaica

Panama

Haiti

Dominican
Republic

Mexico

Belize

Honduras

Nicaragua

Costa Rica
Colombia

POPULATION: 
11,234,748

LANGUAGE:
Spanish

RELIGION:
Catholic 60%

Nonreligious 24%
Other 11%       

Protestant 5%
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Inspire  
PARENTING BLOGS TO SPUR YOU ON AND 

MOTIVATE YOU AS YOU SPIRITUALLY PARENT 

YOUR CHILDREN.

Equip
RESOURCES TO PREPARE YOU AS YOU NAVIGATE 

THROUGH TOUGH AGES AND TOUGH TOPICS.

Support
WALKING ALONGSIDE YOU TO PROMOTE HEALTHY 

MARRIAGES AND ENCOURAGE YOU AS YOU 

SPIRITUALLY PARENT OR GRANDPARENT YOUR 

CHILDREN OR GRANDCHILDREN.

MAY THE NEXT FEW PAGES INSPIRE, EQUIP, AND SUPPORT 

YOU ON YOUR SPIRITUAL PARENTING JOURNEY.
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WHEN DADS THROW THEIR KIDS IN THE AIR  | KARA NOEL LAWSON 

I was making dinner in the kitchen … okay, I was heating up a package of frozen premade orange chicken. 

It was a long day. Don’t judge.

I did sprinkle chia seeds on the salad, so that has to count for something. 

Moving on … I was cooking an extremely healthy, fully organic meal (ahem) in the kitchen, and I heard my 
four children shout with excitement. My husband, Brad, was home from work, and it was time for hugs and 
cuddles and running around the house with Daddy. One of their favorite games is when Brad throws them 
high into the air, then catches them at the last minute. This is a roughhousing-Daddy-only activity. 

Most days the children squeal with laughter and beg Brad to throw them ’til he can’t lift his arms. But 
sometimes one of the kids might feel like he is flying just a little too high, and the squeal of laughter turns 
into a shriek of terror.

My mama bear heart wants to gather up my baby for 
a comforting snuggle, a pep talk, and a kiss to make it 
all better. 

But everyone knows dads are different from moms.

Brad stops, looks his son in his eye, and says, “Who’s got 
you?” Our son responds, “Daddy does!”

Giggles return, and the throwfest continues.

Brad doesn’t reassure the children of their safety. He 
doesn’t reason with them logically about their fear. 

He reminds his children of who has them.

Generally I live well within my comfort zone—I’m a wife, 
a mother, a friend, a neighbor, a good citizen. Even when 
things get difficult and I feel like I’m being tossed around a 
bit, my personality tends to enjoy the rollercoaster. Not that I enjoy the difficult times, like the sudden death 
of my mother or walking beside a friend going through a miscarriage. These things are out of my control.

But there are life moments when feel like we’re being tossed just a little too high, and fear kicks in. “You 
want us to take a job across the country?” “You want me to ask the lady next to me in line at the DMV if she 
needs prayer?” “You want us to host a foster child?”

When I get that gentle (or not so gentle) urging from the Holy Spirit and my stomach drops in fear, I 
imagine God holding me in His arms, looking me in the eyes, and asking, “Who’s got you?” 

My Daddy does. My Father who wants the best for me. My God whose character has never failed 
throughout all eternity.

He makes me brave. I say yes. I step out of my comfort zone. And I expect the adventure of a lifetime.

SMALLTHINGSAREBIGTHINGS.COM

HOME  |  ABOUT ME  |  EVERYDAY MOM  |  EVERYDAY DADBLOG
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STEPPING INTO THE UNKNOWN  | JASON KLIEWER 

My wife and I, holding our six-month-old baby, stepped off of the plane in Central America, worn out and 
exhausted. The weeks and months leading up to starting our new vocation as cross-cultural missionaries 
had been busy. On top of trying to figure out how to eat and sleep and work and shower while caring for 
an infant who slept about nine minutes a night, we’d spent our time getting rid of nearly everything we 
owned and saying goodbye to our family, friends, and, more sadly, In-N-Out Burger. 

Everything familiar had stayed behind in the States while we headed into the unknowns of a new job, a 
new country, a new language, and a new culture. 

We had jumped headfirst into parenting and missionary life all at the same time. And yes, it was the 
recipe for disaster that it sounds like. To sum it up, our life in cross-cultural ministry, which we had thought 
might last the next 30 years, ended up lasting one. We returned home more worn out and exhausted than 
when we had left. 

From the world’s perspective, our misadventure 
could be called a failure and a waste of time and 
resources. In retrospect, I would make different 
decisions for our family, but it was not a failure and 
not a waste. When I stepped out of my comfortable 
life and into the unknown and unfamiliar, I realized 
something life-giving—God was there. When I 
couldn’t rely on my past accomplishments, my 
endearing sarcasm (haha), or any of the other things 
I use to try to feel a sense of identity and worth, I 
had to search for something, or Someone, else. And 
God was there, with me, for me. 

As parents, when our lives are not centered 
on our family’s comfort, our kids experience this 
God-trusting life firsthand. With us, they can step by faith into the scary and unfamiliar and can see that God 
is there. They can learn to know Jesus, who left behind all His “comfort” and moved into all the discomfort 
that this messy, earthly, human life has to offer. 

Moving from your comfort zone into the uncomfortable does not mean that you must pack up and move 
overseas. (Though it might!) It may simply mean introducing yourself to that neighbor you’ve lived by for three 
years but still don’t know her name. It may look like sharing a meal with someone you don’t particularly like. 
In whatever way the Spirit is prompting you to risk and step out into the unknown, rest assured that when 
you do, God will already be there. 

HOME  |  ABOUT ME  |  EVERYDAY MOM  |  EVERYDAY DADBLOG
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Repetition is fundamental to almost any learning style, so when you’re teaching your children, use repetition! 

lie down

sit a
t home along the road

get up Along the RoadAlong the Road This month, take time to reinforce the 
good news of Jesus with your children. Sing this rhyme to the 
tune of “The Wheels on the Bus” as you drive along the road. 
Share with your kids the importance of following Jesus even 
when it takes us out of our comfort zone.

Jesus died for all my sins 

Made me clean and rose again 

Now I live to follow Him 

Anywhere He leads

by Izzi Ray

These commandments that I give you today 

are to be on your hearts. Impress them on 

your children. Talk about them when you sit 

at home and when you walk along the road, 

when you lie down and when you get up. 

Deuteronomy 6:6–7

tot time rhyme
equip

(ages 3 & under)

Listen here when 

viewing the enhanced 

online issue at 

HomeFrontMag.com!
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Repetition is fundamental to almost any learning style, so when you’re teaching your children, use repetition! 

“But I’m not that good at public 
speaking.” “God isn’t doing anything 
in my life.” “I’m scared.” “My 
testimony is boring. I’ve always just 
been a Christian.” I could probably 
fill an entire computer hard drive 
with the excuses I’ve heard as to why 
students won’t share their faith. The 
truth is, most of their reasons hold 
an element of truth. They are scared, 
they could be better at speaking 
publicly, and they haven’t suffered 
as much as others. However, every 
time I watch students trust God and 
step out of their comfort zone, God 
always meets them there and shows 
up faithfully.

Recently I had the privilege 
of watching three of our students 
“preach” sermons to our high school 

ministry. They didn’t just “share” or 
give their testimony or even give a 
devotional. Those are all powerful, 
but they’re not what these students 
did. these 15, 16, and 17 year olds 
spent weeks praying about sermons 
and developing outlines based 
on Scripture, and they faithfully 
preached the gospel to their 
peers. They were terrified, and 
understandably so. I watched their 
faith increase by the simple step 
of doing something they weren’t 
equipped to do on their own.  

Do you think they prayed more? 
You better believe it! I watched 
these three students spend more 
time in God’s Word in the last few 
months then they have in a long 
while. The best part was seeing 
the three teachers’ trust in God’s 
faithfulness grow as they released 
control and became uncomfortable.  

We’ve all heard that God is 
faithful, but it’s hard for us to truly 
grasp this if we continue to operate 
in our own gifts, skills, and abilities. 
Living out of our comfort zone means 
acknowledging that God has called 
us to live a life that we’re incapable 
of living on our own. I think of that 
moment when Peter stepped out 
of the boat and saw the wind and 
the waves, and Jesus immediately 

responded (Matthew 14:31–32). It’s as 
if God said, “Now I can show you my 
might and faithfulness.” 

As a parent myself, I have a 
front-row seat for the areas where 
my children excel and struggle—
making me the perfect person to 
provide opportunities for them to 
be stretched but not broken. This 
could look like an afternoon service 
project, serving people in our 
neighborhood who need our love 
and attention, or waiting on God to 
guide us as a family. Might there be 
some areas where we could begin to 
allow our kids to participate in and 
eventually take over (family Bible 
studies, mission trips, etc.)?

We have the high calling of 
challenging our children to live in 
that zone, not the one where we 
know we can make it on our own 
talents. What is uncomfortable or 
faith-shaping about knowing that I’ve 
got it all under control?

by Jeff Bachman

Lord, may my life be lived not 
where I am comfortable, but 
rather where your power and 
might will best be on display 
…when I am uncomfortable.

There may be no more 
important time in life to grasp 
your identity (ID) in Christ 
than in middle school. When 
our kids understand who 
they are and that they were 
created for a purpose, they 
can stand firm against the 
destructive counter identities 
the world will offer them.

STUDENT ID:

Streƒched Beyond Our Comforƒ Zone
student id

equip

(6th to 8th grade)
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“I wish things were back to how they used to 
be!” Six-year-old Anna’s honest words broke my 
heart. Calm, fun Mommy had just “lost it” again, 
yelling at our charming, newly adopted two-and-
a-half-year-old son, Jeremiah. He could sure push 
my buttons!

“I don’t, honey. I hope they’re even better.” 
My answer hid my fear that we had misheard 
God’s call to adopt. Although there were many 

fun times ahead, it would be years before I could 
fully see how God had answered our hope and 
prayer for redemption and joy.

I vaguely considered adoption as early as high 
school while hearing romantic stories of noble 
families caring for orphans. My awareness of the 
need for Christian adoptive families progressed 
through our friendship with a young woman 
who lived with my husband Scott and me. She 
had difficulty finding an adoptive home for her 
biracial baby. It crystalized in meeting a boy 
living in the streets in Venezuela. “Where are 
God’s people to care for this child?” my heart 
cried out. “Where are you?” was the answer I 
sensed from God.

God was taking us out of our comfort zone 
step by step. First, He showed us His heart 
for orphans. He gave us courage to look into 
possibilities, and we saw the faith of others in 
church who had taken similar steps. He taught 

tough topics
equip

Adopƒing 
God’s Heart

Sarah with her youngest son, Nathan Jeremiah, Anna, and Stephanie
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me patience while I waited for Scott to move 
from theory to faith. I knew I didn’t want to push 
an agenda that needed our full unity. I learned 
humility when my courage faltered and Scott 
was steadfast. Perhaps the hardest “What if?” 
was thinking of how adopting would affect the 
two daughters we already had. What may have 
started as naiveté later turned to the assurance 
that God was big enough to provide for the 
needs of our adopted children, my husband and 
me, and the children born to us. 

Both of our sons lived in multiple foster 
homes prior to joining us. One had an especially 
hard time learning to trust and was good at 
pushing away our attempts to love. Some of my 
closest times with God were when He carried 
me through counseling and holding therapy, 
just trying to connect with our son. Jesus also 
was rejected by those He loved¼—He knew my 
pain better than anyone could. I felt torn as we 
poured time into the child who struggled, which 

left less attention for the children doing well at 
the time. But, I loved seeing God work in ways I 
couldn’t—when my children played with friends 
of different races or noticed the new kid in class. 
I saw the body of Christ at work as family and 
friends came alongside us without stepping into 
our place as we tried to bond.

Two of our children got married last year, 
and both talk about adopting someday. Our son 
Jeremiah says, “I know what the kid would be 
thinking, and I wouldn’t let him get away with the 
stuff I tried!” Our youngest daughter, Stephanie, 
knows that children both born into or adopted 
into families have pain that only God can heal, 
and it’s exciting to see God at work. 

I am so thankful for each of my children. God 
uses them to show me His heart and my need for 
Him. And I thank God for His loving heart that 
adopted me.

by Sarah Willis

tough topics
equip

The Willis family at Jeremiah’s wedding
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marriage
support

There are so many ways in which people express, 
feel, and understand love. The death and 
resurrection of Jesus gives us a profound image of 
sacrificial and supernatural love. God’s powerful love 
was fully displayed in Jesus’ victory over death. In 
the garden, Jesus grappled with the cost required 
to sacrifice everything in order to exchange His life 
for ours. The combination of divine love and willful 
obedience resulted in triumph over death and sin, 
giving us life and the capacity to love divinely. God’s 
people empowered by His love have profound 
abilities to selflessly love others. 

By design, marriage is the longest earthly 
relationship lived in close proximity to another 
human being. Over time, family responsibilities, 
financial pressures, life circumstances, and parenting 
decisions create daily opportunities for conflict of 
wills. To maintain tenderness and intimacy, we must 
practice dying to self and surrendering our wills 
as an act of obedience. The formula learned from 
Jesus’ death and resurrection is that God’s love, 
accompanied by surrender and obedience, produces 
life. Marriages thrive when individuals experience 
God’s love daily through their personal walks of faith 
and then are empowered by Him to surrender and 
serve others. Living by faith and believing God for 
our personal security and well-being frees us to die 
to our personal desires and preferences. 

Healthy and lasting relationships are created 
when God-dependent individuals act in faith rather 

than live directed by feelings. Our flesh yearns to be 
satisfied by others, but when we live by faith, with 
God’s Spirit within us, we have a supernatural  ability 
to love and serve others. The words of Jesus in the 
garden at Gethsemane must become our battle cry: 
“Not my will, but yours be done” (Luke 22:42).

God has revealed His desire for His people to 
love and serve one another. Ephesians 6 describes 
how husbands and wives are to show God’s love to 
each other in the same way Jesus loves the church. 
Jesus expressed the nature of our struggle when He 
told His disciples, “The spirit is willing, but the flesh 
is weak” (Matthew 26:41). The only remedy we have 
to overcome our fleshly feelings and wanting things 
our way is faith. Faith acts by believing God is totally 
enough, regardless of the appearance or reality of our 
circumstances. When our spouses, family members, 
or friends require more than we have or desire 
to give, God must be our portion. His strength is 
perfected in our weakness. 

You may have noticed the word “practice” 
in the second paragraph of this article. We will 
stumble and fall many times along the journey of a 
lifelong relationship such as marriage. God is more 
concerned about our direction than He is about 
our perfection. A faith life consistently lived out 
through surrender and death to self will produce the 
capacity to love our spouses and others with God’s 
supernatural love.

by Guy Grimes

Strength      Weaknessin
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spiritual grandparenting
support

SpeakingTheirLanguage
Learning a new language can quickly take us out of our comfort zone. In fact, 
research tells us that only about five percent of all people who start the study 
of a second language in a traditional program continue on to achieve fluency in 
speaking, reading, and writing. 

Oftentimes it feels like we’re speaking a new language when we’re trying to 
communicate with our grandchildren. When it comes to texting, chatting, and 
emailing, that’s literally true. In this new age of technology, we’re constantly 
encountering an ever-evolving foreign language of acronyms and shorthand 
embedded throughout their communications—and this language often doesn’t 
make sense to us.

When you first begin speaking your grandkids’ language, it’s important 
to remember that there may be a little “laughing at you” and not necessarily 
“laughing with you.” However, they will always remember and appreciate your 
attempts to communicate. It could even be fun to come up with your own set 
of abbreviations just between you and your grandchildren.

Although Ruby’s was 
pretty easy to figure 
out, others may not 
be. Case in point:

This is a recent 
text message from 

my 10-year-old 
granddaughter, Ruby:

To help you in your quest 
to communicate with your 
grandchildren, here is a list of 
popular terms and abbreviations:

4COL — For Crying Out Loud

4OCLE — Four O’Clock Let’s Eat

8L3W — 8 Letters 3 Words (I Love  
               You)

ADN — Any Day Now

B4N — Bye for Now

BRB — Be Right Back

BTW — By the Way

DBEYR — Don’t Believe           
                 Everything You Read

DWBH — Don’t Worry, Be Happy

GR8 — Great

J/K — Just Kidding

LMK — Let Me Know

MAB — My Aching Back

MYOTY — My Hat’s Off to You

NP — No Problem

OIC — Oh, I See

PTB — Please Text Back

ROFL — Rolling on the Floor  
               Laughing

SMH — Shaking My Head

SWAK — Sealed with a Kiss

TMI — Too Much Information

TTYL — Talk to You Later

VSF — Very Sad Face

WYWH — Wish You Were Here

From near or far, consistent communication with your grandchildren will create a bond and leave a lasting 
impact on their lives. When adults take time to communicate with children, it makes them feel valued and builds their 
confidence. Having fun while “speaking their language” will be the open door to communicate the things in life that matter 
most when the time is right.

by Debbie Guinn

This text is from 
Eileen Anthony. She’s 

in her nineties and 
sends texts to her two 
grandchildren almost 
every day—including a 
selfie (a photo you take 

of yourself).
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10 
ENVIRONMENTS
Below you'll find a brief explanation of each environment.

“God’s family cares for 
each other and worships 
God together.”

Faith 
Community
God designed us to live in 
community and to experience 
Him in ways that can only happen 
in proximity to one another. The 
faith community serves to create 
an environment to equip and 
disciple parents, to celebrate 
God’s faithfulness, and to bring 
a richness of worship through 
tradition and rituals, which offer 
children an identity. Our love for 
each other reflects the love we 
have received from God.

“I belong to God, and He 
loves me!”

Identity
This environment highlights who 
we are in Christ. According to 
Ephesians 1, we have been chosen, 
adopted, redeemed, sealed, and 
given an inheritance in Christ … all 
of which we did nothing to earn. 
This conviction allows children to 
stand firm against the destructive 
counter identities the world will 
offer.

   Serving
    This posture of the heart asks the question, “What 

needs to be done?” It allows the Holy Spirit to cultivate 
a sensitivity to others and focuses on a cause bigger 
than one individual life. It helps fulfill the mandate that 
as Christ followers we are to view our lives as living 
sacrifices that we generously give away!

   Out of the
   Comfort Zone
      As children are challenged to step out of their comfort 

zones from an early age, they learn to experience a 
dependence on the Holy Spirit to equip and strengthen 
them beyond their natural abilities and desires. We 
believe this environment will cultivate a generation that, 
instead of seeking comfort, seeks a radical life of faith in 
Christ. 

“Asks the question, 
‘What needs to be 

done?’”

“God transforms 
me when I step 

out in faith.”

4

5

2

3

   Storytelling
    The power of The Big God Story impacts our lives by 

giving us an accurate and awe-inspiring perspective of 
how God has been moving throughout history. It is the 
story of redemption, salvation, and hope and tells how 
I have been grafted into it by grace. It further compels 
us to see how God is using every person’s life and is 
creating a unique story that deserves to be told for His 
glory.

“God has a big 
story, and I can 
be a part of it!”

1
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IT IS OUR PRAYER THAT 
HOMES AND CHURCHES 
WOULD CREATE THESE 
ENVIRONMENTS FOR 
CHILDREN TO LIVE IN 
SO THEIR FAITH WILL 
GROW IN A COMMUNITY 
OF CONSISTENCY, 
COMMON LANGUAGE, 
AND PRACTICE. TO LEARN 
MORE ABOUT HOW THESE 
ENVIRONMENTS CAN 
IGNITE A TRANSFORMING 
FAITH IN YOUR FAMILY, WE 
SUGGEST YOU READ: 

 

SPIRITUAL PARENTING:
An Awakening for Today’s Families

BY MICHELLE ANTHONY 
© 2010 DAVID C COOK 

   Course Correction
    This environment flows out of Hebrews 12:11–13 and is the 

direct opposite of punishment. Instead, biblical discipline for 
a child encompasses a season of pain, the building up in love, 
and a vision of a corrected path for the individual with the 
purpose of healing at its core.  

   Love/Respect
    Without love, our faith becomes futile. This environment 

recognizes that children need an environment of love and 
respect in order to be free to both receive and give God’s 
grace. Key to this environment is the value that children 
are respected because they embody the image of God. We 
must speak to them, not at them, and we must commit to an 
environment where love and acceptance are never withheld 
due to one’s behavior.

“God has entrusted  
me with the things and 
people He created  
around me.”

Responsibility
This environment captures the 
ability to take ownership for one’s 
life, gifts, and resources before 
God. A child must be challenged 
to take responsibility for his 
or her brothers and sisters in 
Christ, as well as for those who 
are spiritually lost. Our hope is 
that the Holy Spirit will use this 
environment to allow each child 
to understand that God has 
entrusted His world to us.

   Knowing
    Nothing could be more important than knowing and 

being known by God. We live in a world that denies 
absolute truth, but God’s Word offers just that. As 
we create an environment that upholds and displays 
God’s truth, we give children a foundation based on 
knowing God, believing His Word, and cultivating a 
relationship with Him through Christ. God is holy, 
mighty, and awesome, yet He has chosen to make 
Himself known to us!

   Modeling
    Biblical content needs a practical living expression in order 

for it to be spiritually impacting. This environment serves as 
a hands-on example of what it means for children to put their 
faith into action. Modeling puts flesh on faith and reminds us 
that others are watching to see if we live what we believe.

“God fills me with 
His love so I can 

give it away.”

“God knows  
me, and I can 
know Him.”

“I see Christ in 
others, and they 

can see Him  
in me.”

“When I get off 
track, God offers 

me a path of 
healing.”

8

9

10
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Available in print and digital editions everywhere books are sold

THE GREAT GIFT OF STORY …
FOR YOUR CHILD

Imagine a series of books that captures your child’s imagination while touching on the 
themes of Jesus’ resurrection and the coming of the Holy Spirit ... all through the eyes of a 
ten-year-old orphan and his best friend, a furry beast. A series you’ll love reading together!


