
Artists, Social Activists, and Storytellers Work Together to Restore Hope to 
Survivors of Human Trafficking  

 
NORTH CHELMSFORD, MA - Artists from across the Northeast are teaming up with the 
Boston non-profit Amirah to share a story of restoration in the Harbor of Hope Church gallery. 
The art exhibition is called 'Garden to City', and it opens April 28.  
 
Drawn together by the vision of Harbor of Hope, Amirah, and Bradford Rusick, an artist and 
curator living in Beverly, MA, paintings have come from Maryland, New York, and Boston, 
united by a surreal style and a brilliance of color. 
 
Amirah is a Boston non-profit working to build a safe-house that provides whole-person care to 
women who have come out of human trafficking. It will be one out of only a handful that exist in 
the States today--a surprisingly low number, considering the high amounts of trafficking that 
occur each year. Harbor of Hope Church is currently exploring a story they call 'Garden to City', 
a narrative of our journey here on earth.   
 
When the staff of the church approached Rusick with the idea of hosting an exhibition that would 
add visual richness to the 'Garden to City' story, he began to work with Meg Lynch, a community 
volunteer coordinator with Amirah. The result is a cooperation between storytellers, artists and 
advocates. 
 
"The theme of 'Garden to City' is about the journey of life, and it's about restoration," said Meg 
Lynch, describing the connection of the story to the work of Amirah. "It's a story of restoring 
broken lives and healing wounds in the world. The work of Amirah is to bring that very story into 
the lives of women who are fighting to recover their dignity." 
 
The works of art that have been collected capture the grand sweep of the narrative about the 
human journey through life, and are pieces that will move viewers to actively support the building 
projects that Amirah currently has underway.  
 
"We all have different experiences and investigate the world in different ways," said Rusick. 
"Some of the things we experience are hard and sad. Even in the midst of that I want people to be 
able to answer the questions 'what is health?' and 'what is beauty?', and to be able to see these 
things from other people's perspectives."  
 
Considering the delicacy and intricacy of these art pieces while thinking about the journey that 
every person takes through life is what Rusick hopes will inspire people to consider their own 
lives and then, in turn, to see the lives of the people around them with compassion. The show will 
provide viewers the opportunity to learn more about Amirah, and donate their time, gifts, or 
money to help the cause.  
 
"We hope that a wide cross-section of viewers will come and be a part of what we’re doing," said 
Lynch. "We want this experience to be for everyone, some who wouldn’t normally walk into art 
galleries, some who wouldn’t ordinarily be involved in social activism, but who come together at 
this exhibition and find themselves inspired."  
 



The desire to offer this story to the greater Boston area and to support the work of Amirah 
through visual art led painters such as Ric Haynes, whose work has previously been displayed by 
the Museum of Modern Art, The Guggenheim Museum, and The Getty Foundation, to offer their 
work for the opening of a new gallery. Haynes' contribution, a large tryptich centered on figures 
dressed in boldly checked cloth resting in a technicolor marsh amid a jumble of bones and 
severed tree trunks, suggests meditations on a natural world despoiled. Even so, further figures 
march through the background with smiles on their faces and carry a sense of hope for something 
better to come.  
 
Also to be included in the gallery opening is a series of paintings by Katherine Romero, a student 
at Boston's Museum of Fine Arts. Her work, a combination of color materials with black and 
white backdrops, offers the viewer a series of cityscapes to ponder, creating the fuel for 
rethinking what kind of place the city is and what kind of life people are capable of living inside 
it. 
 
The Amirah website prominently displays this quote taken from John F. Kennedy: "Each time a 
person stands up for an ideal, or acts to improve the lot of others, or strikes out against injustice, 
he sends forth a tiny ripple of hope, and crossing each other from a million different centers of 
energy and daring, these ripples build a current that can sweep down the mightiest walls of 
oppression and resistance." Rusick, Lynch, Haynes and Romero, along with the other artists and 
the Harbor of Hope team, intend that their work will ripple not only through the North 
Chelmsford community, but through Boston and the Northeast, joining with the current of work 
being done on behalf of those still looking to find restoration in their own lives.  
 
The Garden to City exhibition opens at Harbor of Hope Church, 68 Princeton St. North 
Chelmsford, MA on Saturday, April 28, at 4:00pm. Featured artists include Ric Haynes, Jenn 
Houle, Bill Dunlap, Lauren Coulson and Katherine Romero. 


