
 Writing from a damp, dark, desolate prison, a 
lonely Apostle Paul penned a note of thanks to the 
well-beloved congregation at Philippi. A prisoner 
of Nero the Roman Emperor, Paul rises above his 
deprivations and rejoices in the gracious provision of 
the Lord.
 The believers at Philippi had ministered to Paul 
in tangible ways. He mentions their care for him, his 
contentment in spite of his temporal limitations and 
the many spiritual lessons he had learned. "I know both 
how to be abased, and I know how to abound: every 
where and in all things I am instructed both to be full 
and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. I 
can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth 
me" (4:12-13).
 Often we have the tendency to let our circumstances 
determine our love of contentment. Recently, I had 
the privilege of ministering for several days in a 
foreign country. The place where I stayed had no hot 
water. What was a normal standard of living for those 
people was a big adjustment for me. I was reminded 
that “creature comforts” are relative. Comforts are 
not necessities. Paul learned this lesson, and I had 
the opportunity to reflect upon how spoiled I am by 
what many consider luxuries, not necessities. Whether 
we have such provisions or not, it is our attitude that 
makes the difference. I recalled a rhyme I heard many 
years ago: “Two men looked through prison bars; one 
saw the mud, the other the stars.”
 We are approaching Share-a-thon season here at 
the “Where God Is Blessing” Broadcasting Network. 
On Thursday, May 4, and Friday, May 5, we will 
suspend our regular programming to place the needs 
of these broadcasting ministries before our listeners. 
Some are surprised to learn that we are indeed totally 
listener supported. Others are shocked that we stay 

on the air twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week 
without selling air time and without selling commercial 
spots. We simply pray and present the needs before 
our listeners. This we have done for thirty-five years. 
After this length of time, we can truly testify with 
Paul that “my God shall supply all your [and our] need 
according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.”
 I was present the first evening when the switch 
was turned on and WGIB began its first minutes of 
broadcasting. With nervous anticipation we awaited 
the response. I helped put together and send out the 
first Signal, anxiously and prayerfully awaiting to see 
what would happen. The result is thirty-five years 
of praise and thanksgiving to the faithful provision 
of our faithful God. There have been lean times and 
hard circumstances. But through it all, God has been 
faithful.
 On behalf of the staff here at WGIB, I want to 
thank you for your faithfulness to this ministry. Join 
me in praying that this will be the most successful 
Share-a-thon ever. Ask the Lord to send fresh 
reinforcements to replace faithful supporters who have 
been called home. May Jesus Christ be praised.

Said the robin to the sparrow,
“I should really like to know 

Why these anxious human beings
Rush about and hurry so.”

Said the sparrow to the robin,
“Friend, I think that it must be

That they have no heavenly Father
Such as cares for you and me.”

 
Your servant, 
Chris Lamb
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 We have chosen for this year’s Share-a-thon theme 
“Walking by Faith,” taken from the phrase found in 2 
Corinthians 5:7, “we walk by faith and not by sight.” 
When we are told to “walk by faith,” it is critical that 
we understand the biblical definition of the word 
“faith.” The Bible defines faith in Hebrews 11:1 as 
this: “faith is the substance of things hoped for, the 
evidence of things not seen.” There are several aspects 
of biblical faith that will help us understand what it 
means to “walk by faith.”
 First of all, biblical faith is a reasonable faith. The 
faith described here is not “blind” but is grounded in a 

strong confidence in that which is. The phrase “hoped 
for” does not imply a mere wishful thinking. Rather, 
the Greek word pistis refers to a confident expectation 
and assurance that is founded on the promises of 
God. This faith is not blind trust in the face of 
contrary evidence, and is not a “leap in the dark,” but 
is a confident trust in our all-powerful God Who is 
infinitely wise and eternally trustworthy. Although 
biblical faith requires us to put our confidence in 
something we have not experienced with our senses, 
it is not “blind” faith that believes without a reason. 
It is actually just the opposite: biblical faith is the act 
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ROMANS 1:16
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of believing in something unseen for which we have 
been given reasonable and trustworthy evidence and 
is based on what God has said is true. For example, 
when we believe that God will keep a promise, this 
constitutes faith because we cannot “see” it, and yet 
we have a good reason to believe because God has 
demonstrated that He keeps His promises.
 Secondly, biblical faith is a faith given by God. 
Habakkuk 2:4 says, “the just (the righteous) will live 
by his faith.” For the believer in the Lord Jesus, this life 
of faith began when he first believed the gospel and 
received the unmerited gift of salvation through faith 
in the Lord Jesus Christ. Habakkuk’s declaration is 
expanded upon by the Apostle Paul in Romans 1:17, as 
he introduces the overall theme of the book of Romans 
and says, “the righteousness of God is revealed from 
faith to faith: as it is written, 'The just shall live by 
faith.' " Here the Apostle Paul declares that all those 
who believe the powerful gospel of Christ are given 
His righteousness by God, and they commence on a 
day-by-day walk of faith. This brings us to the third 
aspect of biblical faith. 
 Biblical faith is a tested faith. Pastor Chris Lamb 
frequently quotes Adrian Rogers who said, “A faith 
that has not been tested is a faith that cannot be 
trusted.” The false believer who has a spurious faith will 
fall away when trials come his way. On the other hand, 
a genuine believer will be strengthened and matured 
through trials. No matter how much the believer’s life 
is filled with suffering, his faith will endure, and it will 
verify that God is always faithful and that His grace 
is sufficient for every trial. The writer of Hebrews 
again quotes from Habakkuk in Hebrews 10:37-38, 
“For yet a little while, and He that shall come will 
come, and will not tarry. Now the just shall live by 
faith: but if any man draw back, my soul shall have 
no pleasure in him.” Here we see three characteristics 
of faith that is tested. First, the tested believer, by 
faith, fixes his sights on the appearance of the coming 
Lord Jesus Christ (Heb.12:2). Secondly, the believer 

accepts and understands by faith that he possesses the 
righteousness of God (Heb. 12:23). And thirdly, the 
genuine believer, by faith, does not draw back in the 
face of suffering (Heb. 10:38). 
 The final aspect of biblical faith is that this faith 
is a growing faith. Abraham, called the father of 
faith, is given to us as an example of a believer who 
was justified by faith alone. In the fourth chapter of 
Romans, we are told Abraham believed in God his 
Creator. He believed that God would give him a child 
although his wife was well past child-bearing years. 
Some years later God again tested Abraham’s faith 
by requesting that he sacrifice the life of his promised 
son, and he revealed to Abraham the genuineness of 
his faith. Before God intervened, Abraham by faith 
believed that God could raise his promised son from 
the dead. In Romans 4:20, we learn that Abraham did 
not “waver” in his faith “concerning the promise of 
God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to 
God” (emphasis added).  
 So how can we like Abraham continue to grow 
stronger in our walk of faith? In the following verses, 
the Apostle Paul brings Abraham’s example forward 
and applies it to all believers in Christ when he says, 
“But the words, ‘it was counted to him’ were not written 
for his sake alone, but for ours also. It will be counted to 
us who believe in him who raised from the dead Jesus 
our Lord, who was delivered up for our trespasses and 
raised for our justification” (Romans 4:23-25, ESV).  
Here God applies the example of Abraham’s faith for 
the benefit of today’s believer. Just like Abraham, those 
who have believed in the resurrected Lord and who are 
justified in Christ are called to a daily walk in obedient 
faith to follow Christ, as revealed in His Word, until 
that day “when he shall appear, we shall be like him; 
for we shall see him as he is” (1 John 3:2).

Paul Hancock
WGIB Station Manager


