
 "Thou crownest the year with thy goodness; and thy 
paths drop fatness...they shout for joy, they also sing" 
(Psalm 65:11-13). 
 The Lord has brought us all to a new year. Before us lies 
three hundred sixty-five, twenty-four-hour opportunities; 
each hour filled with sixty minutes; and each minute filled 
with sixty seconds. These are measured, calculated, ordained 
and ordered segments of time given out to us by One Who 
is eternal and timeless.
 Time is one of the boundaries that reminds us of our 
finiteness. We cannot control time; we can only manage the 
time alloted to us. We cannot rewind yesterday to relive it 
or re-do some part of it. Gone are yesterday's minutes and 
last year's months and days. Tomorrow's hours and seconds 
have not yet been given, and we cannot live tomorrow today. 
But we can plan and pray and trust.
 The psalmist draws our attention to the glorious works 
of God. "Thou crownest the year with thy goodness." He 
looks up––not down or around––to the hills and beyond.  
 "Thou." He is the originator of every blessing and the 
Provider of every resource. (One recent drought proved 
that we have no ability to provide the most basic and most 
needful resources.) We look to the Creator and Sustainer 
of the universe. When He created all things, He saw that 
"it was good." Genesis 1:14 reminds us that He created 
the "seasons, days and years." We have come full circle and 
have arrived at the portal of a new year, all at His divine 
appointment.
 God created time for mankind. It is his gift to us to 
help us regulate our lives and resources. The rhythm of 
morning and evening and the cycle of six days of labor, 
with one set aside for rest and worship, points to a wise and 

loving Father who knows our needs.
 "Thou crownest" speaks of authority and significance. 
This year has been ordained by His omniscience and will 
be regulated by His omnipotence and guided by His 
omnipresence. We look to the Crown, symbol of power and 
wealth and protection.
 Notice that He "crowns" the year. All that lies before 
us is bounded by His sovereignty and goodness. "And we 
know that all things work together for good to them that 
love God, to them who are the called according to his 
purpose." The word goodness in our text speaks of bounty. In 
the Hebrew, the phrase "thy paths drop fatness" carries with 
it the picture of God riding in His royal chariot throughout 
the earth, spreading blessing, provision and every good 
thing. He will supply all that we need "according to His 
riches in glory by Christ Jesus."
 We know not what lies before us, nor do we know all 
that will be required to sustain us. But we do know Who it 
is that will supply it.
 John Newton so beautifully testified of this:

"Through many dangers, toils, and snares
I have already come.

'Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far,
And grace will lead me home."

 We here at the "Where God Is Blessing" Broadcasting 
Network are humbled by your gracious prayers for this 
work and for your faithful support for its upkeep. Thank 
you for partnering with us to fulfill the great command of 
our great Savior. To Him alone be the glory!

Your servant, 
Chris Lamb
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 A phrase we often hear repeated at the beginning of 
the year is, "May you have a healthy, happy and prosperous 
New Year!" The world has its own definition of what this 
cliché means. But for the believer, happiness and prosperity 
are clearly defined and promised by God in His Word: 
"Blessed (or happy) is the man that walketh not in the 
counsel of the ungodly…but his delight is in the law of the 
Lord...and he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of 
water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also 
shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper" 

(Psalm 1:1-3). When I think about this tree described in 
Psalm 1, I immediately think about a large live oak that 
is now a historical landmark in the center of the city of 
Thomasville, Georgia. This tree is estimated to be over 300 
years old, with a height of 68 feet, a girth of 22 feet and 
a span of 155 feet. As a teen attending a school nearby, I 
frequently visited the tree and enjoyed its cool shade on hot 
summer days. Years later it was near the “Big Oak” where 
my wife and I were engaged. The Psalmist describes this 
“planted tree” and compares it to the godly. Before I make 
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a spiritual application from this illustration, it’s important 
for us to understand the meaning of the tree images used in 
other places in the Scriptures.  
 It is very interesting to me that there are several other 
references to trees in the Bible. Each of these trees, though 
literal, also has a symbolic significance. The first tree, called 
"The Tree of Life" (Genesis 2:9), is found in the first book 
of the Bible and was located in the Garden of Eden. This 
tree again appears in the last book of the Bible, and we are 
told that in the future it will be found in the New Jerusalem 
(Revelation 22:2). In the Bible, the Tree of Life is a symbol 
of eternal and unending life. 
 The second tree, also found in the Garden of Eden, 
is called the "tree of the knowledge of good and evil" 
(Genesis 2:9, 16-17).  This tree served as a test of the moral 
freedom God gave Adam and Eve to choose to obey or 
disobey God's Law. In the third chapter of Genesis, we 
read that man failed God's test and, since that time, all 
of Adam's descendants have been born lawbreakers. And 
certainly history and our personal experience give us much 
evidence that all men have willingly disobeyed God's Law. 
After Adam sinned, God prohibited man's access to the 
Tree of Life. Eternal life with God was no longer possible. 
Through man's disobedience, he was now condemned to 
eternal death. The Tree of Life serves as a symbol to remind 
us that every man with his sin nature and his personal acts 
of sin against God can never partake of eternal life apart 
from Jesus Christ. We don't read about this tree again until 
"death" is put to death (Rev. 22:1-2). At that time, man's 
access to the tree of life will be restored.  
 A third symbolic tree is the most important of the 
three. Without this tree, no man would ever have access to 
the Tree of Life again. This tree was cut and made into a 
cross. In Galatians 3:13, Paul quotes Deuteronomy 21:23, 
which describes God's prescribed method for executing a 
man who commits a crime worthy of death: "Thou shalt 
hang him on a tree." But Jesus Christ, the only man who 
kept God's Law perfectly, was nailed to this cross, a symbol 
of judgment. There He voluntarily took on the curse of 
God's Law. Paul says Christ has redeemed us from that 
curse of death, freeing us from condemnation.  In 1 Peter 
2:24, Peter tells us that "Christ bore our sins in his body on 
the tree." By Christ taking on the curse of the cross, death 
for us was destroyed, and eternal life was renewed! The old 
hymn by George Bennard describes it this way: 

"On a hill far away stood an old rugged cross, 
The emblem of suffering and shame. 

And I love that old cross 
Where the dearest and best 

For a world of lost sinners was slain."
 The secret to the large size and survival of this large live 
oak that I described earlier is hidden underground. I am 
told that a family member's ancestor who lived on a farm 
near the tree remembers that the oak was once surrounded 
by a small pond of water. Today the tree is protected in 

a city park and kept alive with an underground watering 
system. Whenever I read Psalm 1:3, I’m reminded of the 
important connection between the tree and its source of 
life and nourishment. The psalmist tells us that the godly 
man (or woman) described in verses one and two is like the 
image of this tree. Jeremiah makes a similar comparison 
when he says, "Blessed is the man that trusteth in the 
Lord, and whose hope the Lord is. For he shall be as a 
tree planted by the waters, and that spreadeth out her roots 
by the river, and shall not see when heat cometh, but her 
leaf shall be green; and shall not be careful in the year of 
drought, neither shall cease from yielding fruit" ( Jer. 17:7-
8). Here we see several characteristics of this tree. 
 First of all, this is a planted tree. Here, a planter of 
the tree is assumed. In Matthew 15:13, Jesus said, "But he 
answered and said, Every plant, which my heavenly Father 
hath not planted, shall be rooted up." When God changed 
us who were ungodly men and women into godly men and 
women, He planted us in Christ, Who is our source of life. 
Here is what Jesus says happened when we believed: "He 
that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his 
belly shall flow rivers of living water" ( John 7:38). 
 Secondly, this is also a sustained tree. Jesus Christ, 
Who is the source of life, will continue to sustain God’s 
people into eternity. John says, "And he shewed me a pure 
river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the 
throne of God and of the Lamb" (Revelation 22:1). And in 
John 15, Jesus illustrates for us the source of this sustaining 
life by using the image of a grapevine that produces fruit 
because of its vital connection to the vine. Just as the root 
keeps pouring strength into the branches, so the Lord must 
continue to pour His grace and strength into the believer, 
which results in a fruitful tree. Psalm 1:3 tells us that this 
tree produces seasonal fruit. God Who created, planted 
and sustains us is also the One who prospers and produces 
spiritual fruit in the life of the believer. Only God can create 
fruit from trees and in the life of His redeemed ones. The 
fruit He produces in us is described in Proverbs 8 where 
"Wisdom" or Christ speaks and says, "...Those that seek 
me early shall find me. Riches and honour are with me; yea, 
durable riches and righteousness. My fruit is better than 
gold, yea, than fine gold; and my revenue than choice silver. 
For whoso findeth me findeth life, and shall obtain favour 
of the Lord" (Proverbs 8:18-19, 35).
 Each day, we trust you are claiming these promises and 
know the fullness of the blessings and favor that comes to 
those who love God and follow his Word. And we trust 
that the biblical preaching and teaching heard daily on 
WGIB will be a constant reminder to you that God is the 
only source of happiness and blessing, not only for the new 
year, but for eternity.

Paul Hancock
WGIB Station Manager


