
 The woman of Shunem in II Kings 4:8 is 
described as a great woman. There we learn that she 
was obviously wealthy, because she was able to build a 
prophet’s chamber for hospitality and for meeting the 
needs of the prophet Elisha. In the Bible, greatness 
often carried the connotation of privilege, status, or 
even owning land. She lived in Shunem which means 
"a place of quiet." 
 How would you define greatness? Is it achieving 
some advanced degree in education? Is it the 
accumulation of much wealth and assets? Is it fame 
and great ability in music, sports, or looks? The world 
views greatness far differently form what the Bible 
does.
 As we read the story here and observe her 
interaction with Elisha, we learn several reasons why 
the Holy Spirit describes this woman as great.
 First, she was great in kindness. She found out that 
the man of God traveled by her house often, going to 
and from Samaria to Mt. Carmel. She saw a need and 
determined to use her resources to meet that need. She 
proposed to her husband that they build a room and 
furnish it especially for Elisha to have as a place to 
refresh himself after his labors and travel for the Lord. 
He ministered teaching in the schools of the prophets, 
and spent much time in travel.
 This lady was great in spiritual discernment. She 
perceived that Elisha was truly a man of God (vs. 9). 
Such spiritual discernment is a by-product of obedience 
to the Word of God and an absolute submission to 
what it teaches. "He that is spiritual discerns all things" 
(I Cor. 2:15). A truly spiritual person is guided by the 
Holy Spirit Who always leads according to God’s 
Word. Psalm 119:100 says, "I understand more than 
the ancients, because I keep thy precepts." It is when 
we forsake the path of duty and become disobedient 
to God’s will and Word that our judgment is clouded 
and our perception is dimmed.

 Third, she was great in humility. Her privilege 
and wealth had not turned her heart from the Lord 
or from working diligently to show hospitality. "Mind 
not high things, but condescend to men of low estate" 
(Rom. 12:16). In other words, don’t be haughty, but 
associate with the lowly. There are ample opportunities 
to exhibit humility in the Lord’s family and among 
His people. "As we have therefore opportunity, let us 
do good unto all men, especially unto them who are of 
the household of faith" (Gal. 6:10). All of us as God’s 
people are very dependent upon one another.
 The Lord uses us as His people to meet the needs 
of others. Even our Lord, the King of Glory, during 
His earthly sojourn was dependent upon those who 
ministered to His physical needs: "certain women…
and many others, which ministered unto Him of their 
substance" (Luke 8:2-3).
 Lastly, this lady was great in her contentment. 
When asked by Elisha (who was very humbled by 
her continued kindness) what he could do for her 
in return, she answered, "I dwell among mine own 
people." She was saying, "I have enough. I don’t need 
anything, or to be anywhere else. I am content." Are 
you? Contentment is a very rare jewel and not often 
seen even among the Lord’s people. She was content 
being where the Lord put her and in carrying out the 
hospitality He laid on her heart. She was happy using 
the resources God had entrusted to her to minister 
to others. Paul testified, "I have learned in whatsoever 
state I am, therewith to be content" (Phil. 4:11).
 We here at the Where God Is Blessing Broadcasting 
Network are humbled by the gracious and generous 
acts of God’s people which enable us to get out the 
glorious gospel of our great Savior. We could not do 
it without your support. May our Lord supply all your 
need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.

Your servant, 
Chris Lamb
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From Our Station Manager

 One of the important responsibilities I have as 
station manager here at WGIB is to monitor the 
on-air programming. Although during most of my 
waking hours I’m listening to WGIB, there are times 
when it’s not possible, such as during the over-night 
hours. During these times when I cannot monitor the 
programming, I rely upon automatic alarms that will 
alert me if there is a malfunction in one or more of the 
broadcast systems. Silence is one of the worst things 
that a station manager "hears" because it means there 
is a problem somewhere in the long broadcast chain. 
Whenever "silence" occurs and alarms are received, it’s 
a "wake-up" call (sometimes literally) for me to take 
action and go to work to fix the problem.
 When we became followers of Jesus Christ, we 
first heard his effectual call when He convicted us of 
our sin and offered us His free pardon of grace and 
forgiveness. When we called upon Jesus Christ to save 
us, He heard our cry and made us His child through 
faith in His Son, Jesus Christ. However, there are 
times when the believer hears "silence" whenever he 
reads his Bible or listens to preaching. Mentally we 
know that God is not absent. It just seems that way. 
 During the days when Jesus became a man and 
lived on the earth, He communicated His Word 
directly to men. Today God’s presence is spiritual but 
no less real than when He spoke to His disciples face 
to face. Before Jesus left this world, He promised this 
to all His disciples and all believers that would follow: 
"When He, the Spirit of Truth, is come, He will guide 
you into all truth: for He shall not speak of Himself; 
but whatsoever He shall hear, that shall He speak" 
( John 16:13). Here Jesus promises that His Father 
will give His Spirit, Who will indwell Jesus’ followers 
forever. So why are there periods of time when it seems 
that He is not present and He is silent? 
 First of all, we need to recognize that there are 
many examples in the Bible of times when believers 
experienced God's silence. Job, who God described as 
"a blameless and upright man," struggled with God’s 
silence while he was in the midst of a crisis. Job said, 
"I cry to You for help and You do not answer me; I 
stand, and You only look at me" ( Job 30:20). We who 
have read the book that bears Job’s name know that 

God was not indifferent to Job’s suffering. After a 
time of testing, God did break His silence and assured 
Job that He had always been present from eternity 
past. We can see God's demonstration of His divine 
providence and loving care for Job when we read that 
"the Lord blessed the latter days of Job more than his 
beginning."
 Another believer who struggled with God’s silence 
was King David. David cried out to the Lord with the 
prophetic words, "My God, my God, why hast Thou 
forsaken me? Why art Thou so far from helping me, 
and from the words of my roaring? O my God, I cry 
in the day time, but Thou hearest not; and in the night 
season, and am not silent" (Psalm 22:1–2). But before 
David ends the Psalm, he acknowledges that God 
is listening and is keenly aware of the needs of the 
distressed when he proclaims that the Lord "has not 
despised or abhorred the affliction of the afflicted, and 
He has not hidden His face from him, but has heard, 
when he cried to Him." 
 So whether God is speaking into our lives loud 
and clear, or at other times we think that God is silent, 
we need to remember that God’s ways are not our 
ways. No matter how we feel about God's presence, 
we should run to His Word and be ready to listen. 
God is always speaking through His living Word as 
the Christian believer reads and listens to it. If you’re 
a child of God and you are experiencing God’s silence, 
don’t forget that this is a good time to be still, to 
wait, and to believe God’s promise that He hears and 
answers the cries of His children.
 Although we make every effort to avoid silence 
on WGIB, our greater desire and prayer is that our 
listeners will recognize that God is present and actively 
accomplishing His will in their lives no matter how 
they may feel or think. We are thankful that God has 
used WGIB radio to "speak" His Word as it is preached 
and taught and as His name is exalted in song as we 
broadcast the glorious gospel of Jesus Christ twenty-
four hours a day, seven days a week. Thank you for your 
part in helping us keep this ministry strong for the 
Lord.

Paul Hancock
WGIB Station Manager
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