
 How blessed we are to have known one of the Lord's 
choicest servants, Maree Elizabeth Macon Blackwell. We 
all referred to her as "Dr. Blackwell." She earned a Ph.D. in 
education from the University of Alabama in 1961.
 Born in 1920 in Davidson County, Tennessee, her 
family moved to Birmingham where she spent most of her 
95 years. She married John Madison Blackwell in 1936. A 
life-long Presbyterian, Dr. Blackwell was closely associated 
with Brother Bryan's ministry. She helped to found Bryan 
Memorial Presbyterian Church.
 Maree Blackwell was truly a "Renaissance Woman." 
Her insatiable desire for learning led to her career as a 
teacher, and a teacher of teachers. Joining the University 
of Alabama in Birmingham's Department of Education 
faculty in 1966, she directed the student teaching program 
for secondary education for several years.
 She was a Graduate Studies instructor at Miles 
College, helped to start a college in Cali, Columbia, spent a 
sabbatical teaching at a university in Hong Kong, served on 
various college boards, and urged and supported countless 
young people in their educational endeavors.
 After Dr. Blackwell's retirement from UAB, she came 
to me one day and literally announced, "I'm here at your 
service! What can I do?" What she did would forever 
change our lives.
 She taught English here at Glen Iris Baptist School 
and began a radio and television program over WGIB and 
WAY TV called "Women's Perspective." Always interested 
in everyone and everything, she interviewed folks from 
all walks of life. What an interesting program it was! She 
began each broadcast with "This is the day the Lord hat 
made. We will rejoice and be glad in it."
 Maree Blackwell became a dear and personal friend of 
the Lamb family. She watched our children grow up. She 
took them around to nursing homes when they were small 
to have them play their violins. Always encouraging those 
around her to do their best and to be their best, she pushed 
us all beyond our safety nets and comfort zones to serve the 
Lord to our fullest abilities. She had a gift for connecting 
people whom she thought "needed to know each other." 
 Her life experience was vast. She met Helen Keller. 
She met George Washington Carver. She rubbed shoulders 
with folks from every strata of society. And through all of 
her accomplishments and acquaintances, she remained a 
perpetually humble, cheerful, zealous servant of the Lord.
 She lived on about ten percent of her income and 

lavished the rest on the Lord's work. She was miserly frugal 
with herself and generous (sometimes to a "fault") with 
others. Money and material things meant nothing to her 
except as to how they could be utilized for the Lord. Yet all 
the while she lived gracefully, beautifully, and purposefully.
 She could do more with little than anyone I ever knew. 
I was her student. How blessed I am!
 Years ago when she was preparing for a trip to Columbia, 
my wife was helping her pack a gigantic suitcase. It was 
filled with teaching supplies for teachers and students at 
a mission school. Noticing that there was no space for her 
personal items, Kathi asked, "Where are you going to put 
your clothes?" With a twinkle in her eyes, she opened a 
voluminous purse, and her few clothes and toiletries were 
carefully rolled up and placed there. 
 A few months ago we visited her with one of our 
granddaughters. With her beautiful smile she urged, 
"When are you going to bring her back to play her violin 
for us here?" I wonder what she is organizing in heaven. 
I cannot help but think, "Who will fill in the gap she has 
left?" 

One who nourished us is gone––
Her smile has vanished; her voice is stilled;

But when we think upon her life,
The thirst is gone, the hunger filled.

She moved among us quietly––
We fed upon her gentleness.

She wept our tears and smiled our smiles,
Partook of grief or happiness.

She bowed low at the Savior's feet
To feast on Him, of self bereaved__

She broke her alabaster box
And perfumed the air for us to breathe.

She has left us for a little while,
And we must taste mortality;

But her memory lingers in our midst
With the fragrance of eternity.

 Thank you for your support of these broadcasting 
ministries.

Your servant, 
Chris Lamb
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 The adjacent months of November and December are, 
for most of us, two of the busiest months of the year. For 
many, the days leading up to Thanksgiving and Christmas 
include time spent shopping for Christmas gifts, getting 
ready for family gatherings, and preparing special holiday 
meals. For some of us, this time of the year includes special 
programs and services held at school, church, and in the 
community. In addition to all these events, many must make 
travel and lodging plans in order to spend the holidays 
with out-of-town family members. All this hustle and 
bustle can become a distraction for us. But as Christians, 
we know that the holidays should be much more than 
hectic schedules, big meals and endless shopping. For the 
Christian, these days should be a very blessed time of the 
year as we remember our many blessings and celebrate the 
birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ. Instead of letting all these 
extra activities become our focus, let me suggest that we can 
make preparations now so we will observe the true meaning 
of the Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays.  
 A good way to get started is to include in our daily Bible 
reading those Scripture passages that keep us focused on 
the true reasons for the season. God’s Word always directs 
us to right thinking. By meditating on God’s Word, we can 
cultivate within us the true ingredients of thankfulness, 
and as December 25th approaches, we will be able to keep 
Christ in the center of our Christmas celebrations. 
 Psalm 91:1 says, “It is good to give thanks to the 
LORD...” The purpose of Thanksgiving for the Christian 
is obvious––it is a special time for us to focus on “giving of 
thanks.” For the believer, it begins with our thanking God 
for His priceless gift of salvation through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. The Psalms are always a good starting point for us 
to find many reminders of why thankfulness should be our 
mind-set every day of the year. Thanksgiving is also a good 
time for us to take extra time to give thanks to God for all 
that the Bible tells us that He is and to thank Him for the 
daily out-pouring of His blessings. It’s also a good time to 
express to our family and friends how thankful we are for 
each one of them.  
 One place in the Bible where we find examples of 
specific ways that we can give thanks to others is found 
in the opening verses of the Apostle Paul’s letters to the 

churches. Beginning in Paul’s letter to the church in 
Ephesus through his letters to the church in Thessalonica, 
he repeatedly expressed gratitude to God for the believers 
in the first-century church.  As we meditate on these Bible 
passages, we will be able to apply these expressions of 
“thanks” to God and to His people.
 Matthew 1:21 gives us this record: “Thou shalt call 
his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their 
sins..." Even though you are probably very familiar with 
the Christmas story, it is always appropriate for us to read 
and rehearse the events and people surrounding the birth 
of Christ. These accounts are found in the first and second 
chapters of both Matthew and Luke. As we read about 
the humble circumstances surrounding Christ’s birth, we 
are reminded that His purpose for coming on that first 
Christmas was to rescue us from our sins by dying on 
the cross and becoming sin for us so that He could give 
us the greatest of gifts, eternal life! By putting Christ and 
His Word foremost in our Thanksgiving and Christmas 
celebrations, we will not be distracted by all the hustle 
around us this holiday season.
 We hope you’re enjoying the special Christmas 
programs prepared by our broadcasters, and that you’ll be 
blessed by the Christmas music which will be integrated 
into our music segments beginning in early December. We 
trust that these special holiday programs will help you keep 
Christ in the center of your holiday celebration.
 During these last days before the end of 2015 would 
be a good time for you to write a note or to send an email 
to one or more of our broadcasters, thanking them for the 
blessing that their programs have been to you throughout 
this year. Please know that we here at WGIB have hearts 
full of gratitude for the many blessings God has shown 
us this year, and we thank the Lord for you who have so 
faithfully supported this ministry so that together we can 
continue sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ who is the 
unspeakable gift! Our prayer for you is that you and your 
family will have a Christ-centered and blessed Thanksgiving 
and Christmas season!

Paul Hancock
WGIB Station Manager
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