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 Paul was in Athens, Greece, waiting for his fellow 
laborers Silas and Timothy to join him in the work of 
getting out the gospel. While there, he was greatly 
disturbed by what he saw. Acts 17:16 tells us that 
"while Paul waited for them at Athens, his spirit was 
stirred in him, when he saw the city wholly given to 
idolatry."
 There he preached his famous Mars Hill sermon, 
pouring out his heart, setting forth the glories of 
his Savior. He told them that God commands all 
men everywhere to repent, because there is a day 
appointed when He will judge everyone by Jesus 
Christ Whom He raised from the dead. His hearers 
categorically rejected his preaching. They could 
not bear the folly of one being resurrected from the 
dead, and so they mocked Paul. Paul left there and 
went to Corinth, an infamously wicked city.
 Dejected and very alone, he entered the city, 
began preaching in the synagogue, and again met 
opposition. This time, a small nucleus of people 
believed and formed the church at Corinth. In one 
place, the truth of God was rejected and opposed. 
In another, the gospel was received and believed. 
Interestingly, Paul's methodology was the same in 
both places. 
 Years later, he writes the Corinthians reminding 
them of what he had done, and what the Lord did 
through him: "And I, brethren, when I came to you, 
came not with excellency of speech or wisdom, 
declaring unto you the testimony of God. For I 
determined not to know any thing among you, save 
Jesus Christ, and Him crucified. And I was with you 
in weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling. And 
my speech and my preaching was not with enticing 
words of man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the 
Spirit and of power: that your faith should not stand 

in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God" (I 
Cor. 2:1-5).
 We can make several observations about 
ministry:
1. God is in control of the results of our efforts--not 

us. Paul preached the truth in both places, but 
with much different results. There are no secret 
formulas of man's devisings. God is sovereign in 
salvation (Rom. 9:14-24).

2. Gimmicks, education, oration, finesse, 
philosophy, props, people, and anything else is 
absolutely worthless without the Spirit's divine 
and miraculous blessing. C. H. Spurgeon told his 
young ministry students this: "Notwithstanding 
all our blowing, the fire will not burn without the 
Lord."

3. Man's wisdom is foolishness against the power of 
God. It's not what we know, but Who we know. 
It's not what we can do, but what He has done. 
It's not what we wish, but what He has willed.

We love to sing this old early American hymn:

"Brethren, we have met to worship
And adore the Lord, our God;

Will you pray with all your power
While we try to preach the Word?

All is vain unless the Spirit
Of the Holy One comes down.
Brethren, pray, and holy manna

Will be showered all around."

 The angel of the Lord declared to Zerubbabel in 
Zechariah 4:6, "Not by might, nor by power, but by 
my Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts."
 Let us not lose this perspective in our service 
for the Lord. We realize here at the "Where God Is 
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Blessing" Broadcasting Network that without the 
Lord's help, all is useless. But with His blessing, He 
can take the widow's mite, the lad's loaves and 
fishes, and our frail efforts to bring great glory to 
Himself. May He be pleased to bless us.
 Would you pray that our efforts to feed many 

hundreds a delicious Thanksgiving meal would be 
blessed. See the advertisement in this issue of the 
Signal. God bless you.

Your servant, 
Chris Lamb
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 Listening to radio broadcasts has been a part of 
everyday life for many Americans since it became 
available to the public in the first part of the twentieth 
century. AM radio stations began broadcasting 
in the early 1920s, and FM stations began public 
transmissions in the 1930s. Ninety-five years later, 
radio is still heard by millions of Americans every 
day.
 Although there are many media options available 
for today’s generation, radio is still a popular choice 
for music, information, and news. Although the 
descriptive word broadcasting is used to describe 
the over-the-air communication of radio and 
television transmissions, the word was borrowed 
from an agricultural term used to describe the work 
of a farmer who scatters or sows seed widely for 
the purpose of producing a future crop. Jesus used 
a similar word to teach his disciples an important 
lesson about Christian evangelism. 
 In the parable of the sower found in the Gospels 
of Matthew, Mark, and Luke, Jesus describes four 
different results of the sower who broadcasts seed. 
After giving this parable, Jesus took time to explain 
to His disciples the meaning and the specific spiritual 
truths taught in it. Jesus tells us in the thirteenth 
chapter of Matthew that the seed represents the 
Word of God, and the soil represents the hearts or 
the inner spiritual condition of men and women 
who hear the Word of God. Although the sower, the 
seed, and the soil are all the same, the outcome of 
the seed varies based on the condition of the soil. 
Jesus describes four types of soil: the hard soil, the 
rocky soil, the thorny soil, and the good (or fertile) 
soil. Jesus explains that although the seed reaches 
all four types of soil, only the seed that is planted into 
the fertile soil successfully germinates and grows 
into a tree that produces fruit. 
 The spiritual lesson is clear: a believer must be 
faithful to broadcast or proclaim the gospel seed (the 
Word of God) far and wide with the understanding 
that there will be a variety of individual responses 
that are based upon the preparation of people’s 
hearts to the gospel. Christian radio provides 
a valuable resource of spiritual instruction for 
Christians; however, we know that unbelievers listen 
to Christian radio, sometimes out of curiosity, or in a 
time of difficulty or despair, searching for answers to 
life’s problems. WGIB is heard around the world by 
men, women, and children from various walks of life 
and backgrounds, and with many different physical 
and spiritual needs. 
 Will you join us as we pray for the preparation 

of every heart of those who hear his Word on 
WGIB? Only God’s Word and the Holy Spirit of 
God can prepare the hearts of those who hear His 
Word and can give them the understanding they 
need to believe and be converted. Thank you for 
the important part you play in helping WGIB sow 
the seed of the gospel far and wide! Here are two 
additional ways in which you can share in the 
sowing of God Word:
 

The Gospel of John Project
 Many of our radio supporters have responded 
to the opportunity to contribute to funds needed to 
print and send copies of the Gospel of John to forty 
thousand homes in the Birmingham area. Now that 
the funds have been collected, these booklets are 
being prepared and will be sent to three different 
zip codes very soon. Will you pray that God will 
prepare the hearts of those who receive the copies 
of God’s Word and that many will read and believe 
the gospel? Thank you for your support and prayers 
in this matter.
  
 Annual Thanksgiving Supper
 The Thanksgiving Supper, sponsored by WGIB 
is held each year for the purpose of presenting 
the gospel and demonstrating the love of God to 
hundreds of men and women through a clear Gospel 
presentation and a free Thanksgiving dinner. There 
a number of ways you can help us sow the seed of 
the gospel. First, funds are needed to purchase the 
food and supplies for this delicious meal. Secondly, 
volunteers are needed to prepare and serve the 
night of the dinner. Thirdly, prayer warriors are 
needed to pray for the preparation of the hearts of 
the unsaved that will attend and hear and see the 
gospel demonstrated. This year we will be showing a 
video presentation entitled The Story, which clearly 
and accurately explains the truth of God's work of 
creation, man’s sin and rebellion, Jesus Christ's work 
of redemption, and an explanation of how God 
restores and gives eternal life to sinners who turn 
from their sins and by faith trust in Jesus Christ as 
their Lord and Savior.

May God be glorified through each of the 
opportunities as we together broadcast the gospel 
of Jesus Christ though the ministry of the “Where 
God Is Blessing” Broadcasting Network.

Paul Hancock
WGIB Station Manager
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