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 For thirteen years Joseph was imprisoned on 
false charges from his boss’s wife. His reputation was 
ruined, his freedom was taken from him, and he had 
no assurance that he would ever be released. God 
allowed these circumstances to redirect Joseph's life 
and to perfect him for what lay ahead.
 His father Jacob would have ruined Joseph had 
he remained in his home. He promoted his young son 
over his older siblings as head of the family enterprise. 
A lavish coat announced to all who saw it that Joseph 
was the favored son, given the privileges of the eldest. 
It was a position of authority, honor, and financial 
favor. (The eldest son in those days received a double 
portion of all that his father possessed.)
 While God certainly didn’t cause Joseph’s brothers 
to plot against him to sell him as a slave, He intervened 
to work all those things for Joseph’s good (Romans 
8:28). Joseph was purchased by Potipher, captain of 
Pharaoh’s guard. Soon, because of the Lord’s hand 
of blessing upon him, Joseph rose in favor and was 
promoted steward (business manager) over all of 
Potipher’s household affairs. “[Potipher] saw the Lord 
was with him, and that the Lord made all that he did 
to prosper in his hand. And Joseph found grace in his 
sight, and he served him: and he made him overseer 
over his house, and all that he had he put into his 
hand” (Genesis 39:3-4).
 Then the false accusation came against Joseph, 
who resisted being seduced by Potipher’s wife. 
His response, after her relentless pursuit was “how 
then can I do this great wickedness, and sin against 
God” (Genesis 39:9)? And he didn’t. Standing for 
righteousness always has its reward and often has a 
high price to pay as well. Our Lord said, “These things 
I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have 
peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of 
good cheer; I have overcome the world” ( John 16:33).
 Our God does all things well. And He takes 
whatever time is necessary to perfect us. He has His 
own time frame by which He accomplishes His will. 
Sometimes we feel that we are ready for something 
that God knows we are not fully prepared for. In our 
immaturity, we become impatient with the process 

God uses to mature us. “But let patience have her 
perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, 
wanting nothing” ( James 1:4). George Müller wrote 
that "in one thousand trials, it is not five hundred 
of them that work for the believer's good, but nine 
hundred and ninety-nine plus one."
 The life experience of Joseph and the trials God 
allows us to endure show us that He is at work in our 
lives and that He is tirelessly preparing us for what 
He has prepared for us. God had plans for Joseph, 
and He has plans for you. Joseph was seventeen 
when given the beautiful, expensive multi-colored 
coat of authority and privilege. No doubt he thought 
he was ready for this exalted position; but the Lord 
had a program of training and perfecting, using dire 
circumstances that Joseph had to pass through before 
he would be ready for what was prepared for him.
 What good came out of this thirteen-year program 
of confinement? Joseph learned many lessons there. 
He learned patience. He had to submit to things he 
did not like and learned to accept situations that were 
beyond his control. He learned humility. His character 
had been maligned, and his name had been defamed. 
Nothing he could do would clear his name. He 
learned to suffer in silence. He learned dependence 
upon God to supply his needs and to keep him safe. 
During this time of rejection and confinement, there 
were few, if any, real friends or fellowship. He had to 
learn to encourage himself in the Lord.
 One of the key graces in the believer's life 
is perseverance––continuing on under difficult 
circumstances and rejoicing in the Lord in spite 
of these things. Perseverance is a proof that we are 
genuinely converted, that we are truly the Lord's own.
 During this thirteen-year period of what many 
would consider "wasted time," Joseph busied himself 
with whatever was at hand. Diligently he worked for 
the head of the prison. He proved himself trustworthy, 
honest, and responsible. These are traits that ought to 
be predominant in all of our lives. It does not require 
great talent or high intelligence to live excellently. 
The prison warden saw all these character traits in 
Joseph; but most importantly, God saw them, took 
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note of them, and was preparing a position of great 
responsibility for Joseph as Pharaoh's chief advisor. 
"The keeper of the prison looked not to any thing that 
was under his hand; because the Lord was with him, 
and that which he did, the Lord made it to prosper" 
(Genesis 39:23).
 "For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, 
saith the Lord, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to 

give you an expected end" ( Jeremiah 29:11).
 May we submit to the Lord's working in our lives, 
trusting Him to perfect all that which concerns us.
 Thank you for praying for and supporting these 
broadcasting ministries. To God be the glory.

Your servant, 
Chris Lamb

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto 
salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.”

ROMANS 1:16
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 Although Share-a-thon 2015 is over for this year, 
we have not forgotten those two days last month 
when so many of you participated by renewing your 
financial support, and others of you who became first-
time supporters. We welcome you new supporters 
to the WGIB Radio family, and we appreciate the 
overwhelming generosity of each of you. We enjoyed 
hearing from you by phone as well as others who sent 
in their pledges by mail.
 During this year’s Share-a-thon, many of you 
let us know which programs are your favorites. 
While we appreciate your sharing this with us, we 
know it would also be a great encouragement to 
our broadcasters to hear from you about how their 
programs have been a blessing to you.  Almost all of 
our broadcasters give their mailing address and other 
contact information during their programs. But, if you 
miss that information during the broadcast, just give 
us as call, and we would be happy to give you their 
address and online contact information. Although 
they would appreciate a financial gift, it is not required 
when you do write or contact them.  Just letting them 
know that you are listening and that you are helped 

by their ministry will be a great encouragement to 
them.  Please consider sending a short note or email 
to one or more of our broadcasters during the summer 
months when listener response is usually at its lowest. 
And when you write, be sure to let them know that 
you hear their programs on WGIB in Birmingham, 
Alabama.

What’s New at WGIB

 We are happy to announce that we have added 
another way for you to listen to WGIB Radio in the 
Birmingham area. When WAY Television, Channel 
47 became digital on May 4, we were able to include 
the WGIB audio on the television sub-channel 47.2. 
Some have told us they enjoy listening to WGIB this 
way along with the nature videos seen on this new 
television channel.
 Also we would like to remind you that you can view 
and/or download the current WGIB programming 
log at www.gleniris.net/wgib or on the Glen Iris 
Ministries mobile app.

Paul Hancock
WGIB Station Manager

From Our Station Manager


