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 In Genesis 18:23-33, we find the most remarkable 
example of intercessory prayer in all of the Bible (excluding, 
of course, the example of our Lord in John 17 and in 
Gethsemane). God tells Abraham that He is going to send 
judgment to Sodom and Gomorrah, and knowing that God 
surely would do what He said, he begins to plead for his 
nephew’s family. We read in verse 23, “And Abraham drew 
near.” A vital principle of prayer is this: when we draw near 
to God, He draws near to us (James 4:8). “Drawing near” is 
a picture of intimacy, of fellowship. It has the connotation 
of coming close to a beloved friend, even of leaning 
toward that one in mutual love, respect and expectancy. 
 The last of verse twenty-five gives us the basis 
for Abraham’s plea, the reason for his daring to 
intercede: “shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?”
Here we learn that God moves us to pray. The Lord paid a 
visit to Abraham and shared with him what He was about 

to do. Abraham is called the “Friend of God" (James 2:23).
Immediately his thoughts turned to Lot, his nephew, and 
Lot’s family. He began to intercede, to take their case before 
the Lord. “Lord, will you destroy the righteous with the 
wicked?” he asked. There are those in our immediate and 
extended families, as well as those in our spiritual families 
for whom we are spiritually responsible. We are to watch 
for their souls and to take them before the Lord in prayer. 
Circumstances move us to pray, and the Lord orchestrates 
the circumstances. There was an urgent problem at hand. Lot 
was in the wrong place. The Lord moved Abraham to pray.
 Prayer is not trying to get God to do what we desire. 
“Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye 
may consume it upon your lusts.” Answered prayer is 
that which prays for the will of God to be done. “And 
this is the confidence that we have in Him, that, if we ask 
anything according to His will, He heareth us: And if we 
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“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto 
salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.”

ROMANS 1:16

 The mission of WGIB Radio is the broadcasting of the 
glorious gospel of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. With 
the growth of technology, the potential for reaching many 
people with the gospel has never been greater. Although the 
primary medium we use at the “Where God Is Blessing” 
Broadcasting Network is radio and television broadcasts, 
we are interested in every opportunity given us to share 
with others the gospel of Christ.  Other tools we have been 
privileged to use for outreach include our website (www.
gleniris.net) and the Glen Iris Ministries Mobile App, 
accessible on portable electronic devices.
 The highlight of each year here at WGIB is our annual 
Thanksgiving Supper. This year’s Supper will be held on 
November 25.   Your designated gift helps us purchase the 
food for this faith-based outreach. Will you prayerfully 
consider contributing to this gospel outreach to our 
community?  Also, if you’re available that evening, please 
consider helping us with food preparation, serving, and/or 
cleanup. Just fill out the form on the opposite page, or call our 
office and let us know you would like to volunteer.
 Let me share with you another opportunity that you 
have to share the gospel with the many hurting families and 
broken lives in Birmingham who do not know the saving 
grace of Christ. If you, too, have a burden for the lost, we 
invite you to join us as we procure funds for the Gospel 
of John Project, which places a printed copy of this book 
of the Scriptures into approximately 40,000 homes in the 
Birmingham area. These professionally-printed booklets 
include the complete text of The Gospel According to John.  

This fourth Gospel in the New Testament begins with the 
introduction of Jesus, the Messiah sent by God to be the 
Lamb of God who declares that “you must be born again” 
and that He (Jesus Christ) is the way, the truth and the 
life and is the only path to God the Father and to eternal 
life. Each copy also includes contact information for those 
seeking biblical counsel, as well as an Internet link where 
they can listen to gospel messages preached by Pastor Lamb.  
 Since this project is separate from the WGIB operating 
budget, we are asking you to consider giving a gift above 
your regular support for this gospel outreach.  Every dollar 
you designate to this project will be used to cover the cost 
of printing and shipping a copy of the Gospel of John to 
the approximately 40,000 households included in four zip 
codes located in the city of Birmingham. Please clearly 
mark your gifts if you wish to contribute to the Gospel of 
John Project by sending an additional gift with your regular 
monthly pledge to WGIB before December 1, 2014.  Will 
you please join us as we pray for those who will read these 
booklets?
 God promises in Isaiah 55 that the Word of God "shall 
not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which 
I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it" 
(Isa. 55:11). The entire WGIB Radio/WAY TV staff depends 
on the support and prayers of each one of you as we partner 
together to reach people with the life-changing message 
found only in God’s Word.

Paul Hancock
WGIB Station Manager
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know that He hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we 
have the petitions that we desired of Him" (I John 5: 14-15).
 Not only does God move us to pray by circumstances 
and heartfelt burdens and desires, we see from this text that 
God hears us when we pray. God listened to Abraham. “The 
Lord hear thee in the day of trouble: the name of the God of 
Jacob defend thee” (Psalm 20:1). “In my distress I called upon 
the Lord, and cried unto my God; He heard my voice out of 
His temple, and my cry came before Him, even into His ears” 
(Psalm 18:6). “Lord, thou hast heard the desire of the humble: 
thou wilt prepare their heart, thou wilt cause thine ear to hear.” 
 It is obvious that God wanted Abraham to ask Him 
to do His will. Effective praying must be based upon 
the Word of God and the will of God. The only way 
to know the will of God is to know the Word of God. 
 God moves us to pray. He hears us when we pray in His will, 
and He assures us as we pray. Abraham did not have any idea 
how many righteous people lived in Sodom and Gomorrah. 
He figured there must be at least fifty. Did he not raise an army 
of his own household and rescue them from the marauding 
invaders (Genesis 14)? Surely his influence and efforts and 
Lot’s presence among them would have influenced at least that 

many. He stopped interceding at ten. But there were not even 
ten righteous people there. Why the number ten? Lot and his 
wife make two. He had two unmarried daughters, and that 
makes four. Then there were his sons-in-law. “The Hebrew 
uses the plural, not the dual, implying that there would be at 
least three of them. Together, with their wives, would make 
another six, thus making ten in all” (John Phillips, Genesis).
 Are we spiritually stunned to what God is doing around 
us? Are we burdened enough to take the time and effort to 
plead before the throne of grace? May the Lord move us, hear 
us, and assure us as we pray for these broadcasting ministries. 

“Take time to be holy,
Speak oft with thy Lord;

Abide in Him always
And feed on His Word.

Make friends with God’s children,
Help those who are weak;

Forgetting in nothing
His blessing to seek.”
-William D. Longstaff


