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 One thing that is clear and becomes 
increasingly obvious as you study the lives of 
people recorded in the Bible is that these are 
real people. The author of these accounts is the 
Holy Spirit of God Who is called the Spirit of 
Truth. He writes an accurate record which is at 
times painfully exact.
 In Genesis 16, Abraham, Father of Faith 
and Friend of God, acts according to the flesh 
rather than following after the Spirit. There is 
a daily struggle within those who have been 
regenerated by the Spirit of God. “For the flesh 
lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against 
the flesh: and these are contrary the one to 
the other: so that ye cannot do the things that 
ye would” (Gal. 5:17). Abraham and Sarah, 
although regenerated and called to the great 
work for the Lord, are frail humans as well. 
Here they teach us important lessons for our 
spiritual walk with the Lord. 
 Here is the situation. God had gloriously 
saved them out of sin and idolatry and made an 
amazing covenant with them. He would give 
them a son in their barrenness and make their 
descendants so great a nation that everyone on 
earth down through the ages would be blessed. 
 Ten years pass. No son. Abraham asks the 
Lord if he should adopt his servant Eliezar to 
fulfill the promise. God again clearly tells him 
that he and Sarah would have a son naturally. 
Abraham and Sarah grow weary of waiting. 
Sarah concocts a plan whereby a surrogate 
mother would bear Abraham’s child. Hagar, 
her Egyptian handmaid enters the picture. 
Thus begins the story of sin, heartache and 
warfare that is still being carried out today. 
 The question arrives. What do we do when 
God does not act? Dr. John Phillips writes,  
“The silence of God is a test. It is not unusual 
for God to be silent. Indeed, He has been silent 
far more then He has spoken. His silences are 
as eloquent as His sayings. And He usually 
does what He did with Abram. He gave him a 

revelation of His mind and will concerning a 
son and heir, then waited for faith to operate. 
Unfortunately with Abraham, as it is so often 
with us, instead of faith triumphing, the flesh 
triumphed instead.”
 Isaiah 30:18 teaches, “And therefore will 
the Lord wait, that He may be gracious unto 
you, and therefore will He be exalted, that He 
may have mercy upon you: for the Lord is the 
God of judgment: blessed are all they that wait 
for Him.” 
 In examining Abraham and Sarah’s sin 
of disobedience, we could say that their first 
problem was wrong thinking, unbiblical 
thinking. Having an heir by a handmaid was 
a “legally and socially” acceptable practice of 
that time. But it was not God’s will. 
 Secondly, Abraham listened to the wrong 
advice. Sarah’s scheme was not based upon the 
Word of God. God had definitely spoken (Gen. 
15:4). He would give them a son from their 
union. Their job was to wait. Where do you 
get your advice? From feelings? From worldly 
philosophers? From those who do not know 
the Lord or understand spiritual principles 
(Psalm 40:1-3)? Not only was their decision 
based on wrong thinking and bad advice, but 
they also clearly ignored God’s will. Abraham 
knew what to do-wait upon the Lord. But in 
a moment of weakness he gave in to Sarah’s 
prodding, pushing scheme.
 God’s waiting and withholding is often His 
way of perfecting us and conforming us. Again, 
Dr. Phillips writes, “We see a similar kind of 
thing done all the time. A church or a child of 
God is barren. There seemingly is no blessing, 
no fruit. Instead of waiting for God, Hagar is 
brought in; some worldly expedient is adopted. 
It gets results, of course—but the wrong kind.” 
And then there is the hard and bitter price 
to pay. Sometimes the hard dividends keep 
multiplying for generations to come. Charles 
Wesley wrote this:

Proclaiming the truth of the gospel

I want a principle within
Of jealous, godly fear;

A sensibility of sin,
A pain to feel it near.

I want the first approach to feel
Of pride, or fond desire;

To catch the wandering of my will,
And quench the kindling fire.



“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto 
salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.”

ROMANS 1:16

 Although the potential audience of WGIB/
WAY is in the millions, we recognize that 
the actual daily audience is probably in the 
thousands.  However, we never really know 
who or how many are listening and benefiting 
from our broadcasts.  Although we don’t have 
any expectations to hear from the many that are 
benefiting daily from this broadcasting ministry, 
we are always delighted when a listener takes 
the time to contact us.  Occasionally a listener 
will call or send us a letter, card or email. Often 
they thank us for a particular broadcaster who 
helped them in a time of need or provided 
them with understanding about the truths of 
God’s Word, or they may ask us about a song 
they heard that encouraged them spiritually.  
We are always blessed whenever we hear from 
our listeners and we count it a privilege to pray 
for their requests.  We are also encouraged 
when we hear that our listeners are contacting 
and supporting our broadcasters. These men 
and women are vital to the presentation of 
the mission of the “Where God Is Blessing” 
Broadcasting Network. Recently we received 
the following encouraging words from one of 
our broadcasters:
 “I am writing you today with a heartfelt 
word of thanks on behalf of John MacArthur 

and the many people who depend on WGIB 
for in-depth spiritual nourishment.  Even 
amidst the backdrop of political and financial 
uncertainty, your listeners who tune into Grace 
to You have responded to us with uncommon 
generosity.  It is obvious that you are having a 
big impact in your community and that people 
are passionate about the ministry we jointly 
provide. It is our responsibility—and our joy—
to acknowledge that fact to you.”
 I hope this serves as a reminder to you, as 
it does me, that the biblical truths preached 
and taught by our broadcasters are relevant 
to each of us and that God’s Word is sufficient 
to transform the hearts and lives of those who 
receive and obey these eternal truths found 
in the Scriptures.  Your partnership with us 
in this gospel endeavor is critical as you pray 
and support this ministry financially.   May 
God be glorified in the lives of all those who 
benefit daily from the broadcast ministry of 
the “Where God Is Blessing” Broadcasting 
Network. 

Paul Hancock
WGIB Station Manager

From Our Station Manager

B r o a d c a s t i n g  t h e  G l o r i o u s  G o s p e l  o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t  2 4  h o u r s  a  d ay,  7  d ay s  a  w e e k

B i r m i n g h a m
T u s c a l o o s a
M o o dy / O d e n v i l l e

9 1 . 9 
1 0 7 . 9 
1 0 6 . 1

C o l u m b i a n a
J a s p e r
S p r i n g v i l l e

1 0 1 . 5 
1 0 6 . 1

9 2 . 3

That I from Thee no more may part,
No more Thy goodness grieve,
The filial awe, the fleshy heart,

The tender conscience, give.

Quick as the apple of an eye,
O God, my conscience make!

Awake my soul, when sin is nigh,
And keep it still awake.

If to the right or left I stray,
That moment, Lord, reprove;

And let me weep my life away,
For having grieved Thy love.

Oh may the least omission pain
My well-instructed soul;

And drive me to the blood again,
Which makes the wounded whole!

 We are so very grateful for your prayers 
and financial support of these broadcasting 

ministries. To God alone be the glory. 

Your Servant, 
Chris Lamb


