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 The book of Joshua is an exciting record of Israel’s 
possessing of the land of Canaan. Hundreds of years 
earlier, the Lord told Abraham of a young people and 
a place for that people. Disobedience and discipline 
sidetracked Israel from realizing these promises. God 
does not bless rebellion nor does He honor unbelief. 
At long last, the time had come for them to go in and 
experience all that the Lord had promised.

 Though the land was theirs by divine edict, the Jews 
would have to do their part in obtaining the promise. 
The inhabitants of Canaan were fierce and dwelt in 
intimidating, walled fortress-cities. They would not 
easily relinquish their positions or possessions.

 The first obstacle was Jericho. How impossible 
victory must have seemed to the children of Israel! And 
yet, the Word of the Lord promised, “I have given into 
thy hand Jericho, and the king thereof, and the mighty 
men of valour…the wall of the city shall fall down flat, 
and the people shall ascend up every man straight before 
him” (Joshua 6:2, 5).

 God’s ways are not our ways. His thoughts are not 
our thoughts. Yet His promises are sure, and all His ways 
perfect.  Israel was not known for her military strength 
or abilities. Yet, Israel’s God and His power was well 
known. Rahab, a citizen of Jericho, testified of this to the 
Jewish spies who came beforehand to see what they were 
up against. She said, “…as soon as we had heard these 
things, our hearts did melt, neither did there remain 
any more courage in any man, because of you: for the 
Lord your God, he is God in heaven above, and in earth 
beneath” (Joshua 2:12).

 Israel’s inheritance, provided to them by God, was 
the fertile and beautiful land of Canaan.  God had given 
them precious promises. He had much for them to 
accomplish for Him in their new home. They were to be 

the light of the world. Through them, His Word would 
be given and the Savior of the world would come. Much 
hung upon their obedience to His plan.

 God told Israel to absolutely and thoroughly drive 
out the inhabitants of Canaan. In Joshua 17:18 we read, 
“For thou shalt drive out the Canaanites, though they 
have iron chariots, and though they be strong.” This 
would be their mission until the last of these godless 
residents were gone. “The Lord will do wonders among 
you” (Joshua 3:5).

 Canaan pictures for us this present life of 
sanctification and blessing. Canaan is not a picture of 
heaven, for there will be no battles or struggles or sin in 
that perfect place. No, Canaan pictures the fortresses of 
sin, unbelief, habits, philosophies, and all that opposes 
God in our lives here on earth. To us have been given 
exceeding precious promises to claim and commands to 
obey: “But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make 
not provision for the flesh…” (Rom. 13:14) “Neither give 
place to the devil” (Eph. 4:27). “Present your bodies a 
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your 
reasonable service. And be not conformed to this world: 
but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, 
that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable 
and perfect will of God” (Rom. 12:1-2). “Casting 
down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth 
itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into 
captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ; and 
having in a readiness to revenge all disobedience, when 
your obedience is fulfilled” (2 Cor. 10:5-6).

 Every sin must be driven out of our lives. Every lie 
must be dismantled. Every opposing philosophy must 
be destroyed. Every sin is our enemy and will rule over 
us if allowed. God’s will is this: “For sin shall not have 
dominion over you...” (Rom. 6:14)



 Our spiritual resources are “mighty through God to 
the pulling down of strong holds” (2 Cor. 10:4). Like walled 
Jericho, there is in each of our lives fortresses of rebellion 
and sin that must absolutely be obliterated. God’s Word 
is a might weapon, “quick [alive], and powerful, and 
sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the 
dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and 
marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of 
the heart” (Heb. 4:12). Our Savior employed this mighty 
Sword in His own temptation. 

 Prayer is another of our spiritual resources. “...The 
effectual fervent  prayer of a righteous man availeth 
much” (James 5:16). 

 Not only are the Word of God and prayer vital 
resources for the Christian, but the indwelling Holy 
Spirit is an all-powerful victor over sin. “...Greater is he 
that is in you, than he that is in the world” (I John 4:4).

 We must remember that whatever our Lord 
commands us to do, He equips us to do. With every 
command comes the wherewithal to obey it. All of our 
Christian experience is by faith. We are to take Him at 
His Word and seize hold upon the all-sufficient promise, 
obeying it and believing it.

 Others are with us in this battle. All around us are 
soldiers of the cross, seizing their allotted portion of 
Canaan, battling with like sins of the flesh and spirit. We 

are not alone. The infinite multitude of those who have 
gone on before us testify to the victory found in Him.

Charles Wesley writes:

 Soldiers of Christ arise, 
 And put your armor on,
 Strong in the strength which God supplies
 Thro’ His eternal Son;
 Strong in the Lord of hosts
 And in His mighty pow’r,
 Who in the strength of Jesus trusts
 Is more than conqueror.

 Leave no unguarded place,
 No weakness of the soul;
 Take every virtue, every grace,
 And fortify the whole.
 That having all things done
 And all your conflicts past,
 Ye may o’ercome thro’ Christ alone
 And stand complete at last.

 Thank you for your help in giving out this glorious 
gospel message twenty-four hours each day through the 
“Where God Is Blessing” Broadcasting Network.

Your servant, 
Chris Lamb

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto 
salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.”

ROMANS 1:16

Please Help Us Pray

1. Pray that people will be brought to the Savior through our broadcasting ministries.
2. Pray for the staff and faculty at WGIB and Glen Iris Baptist Church and School.
3. Pray that people would be brought to saving faith in Christ by reading their mailed 

copy of the Gospel of John for Birmingham.
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