PARENT NEWSLETTER

Responsibility to Friends

The home is the center for biblical guidance. This newsletter is for
you, the parent, to discuss with your teenager the biblical truths
and principles discovered in their small group Bible study.

The class that your teenager is a part of uses a Bible study
curriculum called Fuel Ignited: Living Your Faith. These
studies will help teenagers live out their faith through their

Why Responsibility to Friends Is Important

Teens are naturally focused on their friends, but many
times they look at their friendships in terms of what
they get out of the relationships. What they might

not be as conscious of is their responsibility to be a
positive influence on their peer group. Scripture is full
of examples of how God expects us to treat others and to
take the lead in setting an example for our friends. These
sessions will explore how to help friends avoid making
bad decisions, how to respond to prejudice, how to deal
with suffering friends, and how to encourage friends to
be involved in ministering to others.

Key Points from Their Bible Study

« You can help others when you lovingly show them
how to choose wisely (Prov. 4:7,12; 1 Cor. 6:12;
Gal. 6:1-2; Eph. 4:15).

Life Question: How do I keep a friend from doing
something stupid?

« We are to demonstrate love and acceptance to all
because they are made in the image of God (Gen. 1:26-27;
Luke 5:12-13; Gal. 2:11-14).

Life Question: How do I help someone being mistreated?

« As God has comforted you in difficult times, you can
offer the same comfort to others when they suffer
(Job 2:11-13; 16:1-5; 2 Cor. 1:3-7).

Life Question: How do I walk with a friend who is
suffering?

« You can encourage others to serve in ministry
through your own example and words (Acts 11:23-26;
Heb. 10:23-25).

Life Question: How do I encourage others to be involved
in ministry?

relationships and influence. This newsletter hits the key points in
the current Fuel Ignited study. Use this to engage your teenager
in discussion. This can take place during a designated time the
two of you have set aside, or it can take place as you grab those
teachable moments as you travel in the car together.

Discussion Starters

- Share an experience when you made an unwise decision
and what the consequences were. Speculate on how
your behavior might have been different if a friend had
intervened. Ask: Why are we reluctant to point out to
friends when they are making mistakes? Which shows
greater love: not interfering when they are about to get
themselves in trouble or speaking up even when you
risk losing the friendship?

Discuss some of the examples of prejudice that you
and your student see around you—not just because

of race, but also income, social status, or handicaps,
among other things. Ask: If we really believe everyone
is created in the image of God, how does that change
how we should look at all people? What can you do to
change the attitudes of your friends when they show
prejudice toward someone?

Remind your student of the last time he or she suffered
aloss or faced a crisis. Ask: Would it have helped you if
a sympathetic friend had been encouraging you during
that time? Among your friends, is there an opportunity
for you to be that kind of friend?

Research ministry opportunities within your church

or community. Plan a project that your whole family
can do together. Suggest that your student invite two or
three friends to join you.
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