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Gifts & Easy Pleasures 
 
What do you worship? Let’s move past the “Sunday School” answers for a minute and truly dive deep into 
our hearts and minds. What do we worship? There are many ways one could find what their heart worships. 
You could see where you spend your money. One could observe what they spend the most time doing. 
Another might see what they talk about most frequently in conversation. One might look to what they dream 
about. You might also think about the things that when taken away or hindered stir anger within you.  
 
One shouldn’t be surprised that we seem to worship many things; after all we were created to worship. He 
has established in all of us a desire to worship. Within the church there is often a conversation about the 
lack of worshipful hearts among the members of the body. But I don’t think men and women lack a desire 
to worship, because we all worship something. I believe when it comes to worship we struggle in two 
different but connected ways. 
 
We worship the gifts rather than the giver. Maybe you love a delicious meal. You extol to others the 
explosion of flavors you experience when the food hits the taste buds on your tongue. Maybe you explain 
the satisfying feeling that rests on you when you finish the course. But one might ask, “Should the food be 
praised or the chef?” The Lord God is so amazing that he has given us an endless supply of gracious gifts 
by which we may praise and worship him. Let us never forget that the primary purpose for eating is to take 
in calories for energy. That could be accomplished without flavors, textures and taste buds. I often think of 
how God desires to show his love and glory through taste buds. The Lord is gracious in giving gifts so that 
we would see his glory and worship him through, by and because of these gifts. “Every good gift and every 
perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights with whom there is no variation or shadow 
due to change.” (James 1:17) Cuisine, athletics, relationships, afternoon naps, the arts, nature and any other 
gift is merely a means by which we see and experience the beautiful attributes of our sovereign God and 
Creator. 
 
I believe C.S. Lewis does a great job of explaining the other error of our worship in his book, “The Weight 
of Glory.” 
 

If we consider the unblushing promises of reward and the staggering nature of the rewards 
promised in the Gospels, it would seem that Our Lord finds our desires not too strong, 
but too weak. We are half-hearted creatures, fooling about with drink and sex and 
ambition when infinite joy is offered us, like an ignorant child who wants to go on making 
mud pies in a slum because he cannot imagine what is meant by the offer of a holiday at 
the sea. We are far too easily pleased. 

 

Have you ever pondered that thought? Our worship lacks not because we have desires (even misguided 
ones), but because our desires are too small. The point Lewis is trying to convey is that our desires are too 
small and weak. We are too easily satisfied by fleeting, momentary things. The sad reality is we know that 
these “things” will not fully please and satisfy us. We chase after other lovers, big wins, better meals, and 
larger riches for what? - - They too will leave us unfulfilled and dissatisfied. But we chase after them again. 
Lewis wrote, “If we find ourselves with a desire that nothing in this world can satisfy, the most probable 
explanation is that we were made for another world.” I would take it further and say that we were designed 
to find full satisfaction in one person…Our Lord and Savior.  
 
May the Lord help us to see the gifts given to us as avenues to worship him and not end points for our 
worship. May the depth of our desires increase as to not be so easily satisfied by the things of this world. 



 

 

The Lord God has already promised to meet all our needs (Philippians 4:19). Let us never forget that real 
pleasure is found at his right hand (Psalm 16:11).  
 
When we attack these weaknesses in our worship God will be more glorified in us, because we will be more 
satisfied in him. 
 
Soli Deo Gloria, 
Pastor Kurt 
 

Missions & Worship 
 
Many reasons could be given as to why we should do missions, but simply put missions exist because 
worship does not. 
 
• “Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous works among all the peoples!” (Psalm 96:3). 
• “Make known his deeds among the peoples, proclaim that his name is exalted.” (Isaiah 12:4). 
• God sends Jesus on his mission “in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy” as it is 

written, “Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles, and sing to your name.” (Romans 15:9). 
• “For this very purpose I have raised you up, that [his] name might be proclaimed in all the earth.” 

(Romans 9:17). 
• “All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD, and all the families of the nations 

shall worship before you.” (Psalm 22:27). 
• “Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open its seals, for you were slain, and by your blood you 

ransomed people for God from every tribe and language and people and nation, and you have 
made them a kingdom and priests to our God, and they shall reign on the earth.” (Revelation 
5:9–10) 

• “Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous works among all the peoples! For great is the 
Lord, and greatly to be praised; he is to be feared above all gods.” (Psalm 96:3-4) 

• “Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you judge the peoples with equity and guide the nations 
upon earth. Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you!” (Psalm 67:4-5) 

• “Through him then let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that 
acknowledge his name. Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such 
sacrifices are pleasing to God.” (Hebrews 13:15-16) 

• “I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, 
holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.” (Romans 12:1) 

• Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, 
I am with you always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:19-20) 

 
How will the nations worship the Lord if no one goes to declare his mighty works to them? We worship 
the Lord because of who he is and what he has done for us through the life, death and resurrection of 
Jesus. It is own responsibility to do our part in adding to the choir of human souls who live lives of 
worship before the Lord. The worship of the Lord should stir within us a deep desire to see it spread to 
the nations. He has done a great and mighty thing for us, so let us worship him by doing missions.  
 

Missions flows forth from worship and worship flows forth from missions. 
 
 
 



 

 

Worship 
And he said to me, “These words are trustworthy and true. And the Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets, 

has sent his angel to show his servants what must soon take place.” 
 
 “And behold, I am coming soon. Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the prophecy of this book.” 
 
 I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when I heard and saw them, I fell down to worship at 

the feet of the angel who showed them to me, but he said to me, “You must not do that! I am a fellow servant with you 
and your brothers the prophets, and with those who keep the words of this book. Worship God (Rev.22:6-9) 

 
Jesus said that the Greatest command of Moses’ laws was “Love the Lord your God with all your heart ,all 

your soul and all your mind”(Matt.22;7) Here at the end of the Bible is this truth restated. The angel instructs 
John to Worship God and God alone. He is more than Worthy of all our worship and adoration. We 
worship what we love. We worship who we admire; and who we admire we strive to be like. When I was a 
little boy, I admired and wanted to be like my Dad. I imitated everything I could about him; the way he 
walked, things he would say, and when he was home from work my natural instinct was to reach out for 
him and show him love and adoration. 

  
These days, although I still have a great deal of love and respect for my parents, I reach out to my 

Heavenly Father, who created and provides all things. Those of us who belong to God’s family strive to be 
like Christ who shows us what The Father is like. 

 
True Worship is daily and should come natural to us…to love and admire the one who gives us 

everything that is good. Sunday mornings we have the opportunity to sing songs of praise with all our heart, 
soul and mind to our loving Creator and Savior. But I pray that we as a church also Worship Him with 
every part of our lives, imitating Christ and reaching out to our perfect Holy God who deserves all we have 
to offer Him…all our Love and Admiration. 
 
Your Brother in Christ, Doyle Perry 
 
 

WHY DO MISSIONS EXIST? 
  

This may sound strange or ironic coming from our church’s Missions Committee, but the ultimate 
goal of First Baptist Church of Newman is not, and should not, be to be missional. We may push 

the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering, we may tout the importance of the Annie Armstrong 
Easter Offering, and we may stress the need for our church’s financial support for the 

Cooperative Program, but these missional support efforts pale in significance to the ultimate 
goal of all Christ-focused and Christ-honoring churches. 

  
What then is or should be our ultimate goal? This is not a trick question, nor does it have a 

complicated answer. The goal is one solitary and humbling word—WORSHIP! 
  

Think about it, and we're borrowing from modern theologian John Piper, but "Missions exist 
because worship doesn't." What Dr. Piper means is that when the church age is over, and the 
multitudes who have accepted Christ as Savior and Lord fall prostrate before God, the Great 
Commission will have been fulfilled and missional efforts will have ceased, but worship of Our 

Heavenly Father will go on eternally. Until then, and that degree of worship is attained, we need 



 

 

a missional mindset. 
  

So what is the relationship between missions and worship. It is a dual relationship. First, it is 
the Christian’s worship of God that fuels one’s willingness to engage in missional activities and to 

support missions with time, talents and finances.  
  

But worship is not only the fuel for missions; it is also the goal of missions. We support missions 
because we want unreached and under-reached people groups to experience their hope and joy 

in God’s glory just as we do. 
  

So it should be as an act of worship on our part when we give to missions, when we pray for 
missions, and when we otherwise go on or support others in going on missions. Your Missions 

Committee urges your active participation in missional activities, but we encourage all the more 
that you do so as an act of worship. 

  
Your Missions Committee 
 
 
A short note from your Finance Committee: 
 
We are going to share a portion of our Church Constitution and By-Laws that conveys perfectly the act of 
Worship in our Christian life. It is of utmost importance to support the local church, as well as the body 
worldwide. Praise Him from whom all blessings flow… 
 
XIII. Stewardship 
God is the source of all blessings, temporal and spiritual; all that we have and are we owe to Him. Christians 
have a spiritual debtorship to the whole world, a holy trusteeship in the gospel, and a binding stewardship 
in their possessions. They are therefore under obligation to serve Him with their time, talents, and material 
possessions; and should recognize all these as entrusted to them to use for the glory of God and for helping 
others. According to the Scriptures, Christians should contribute of their means cheerfully, regularly, 
systematically, proportionately, and liberally for the advancement of the Redeemer's cause on earth. 
 
 
 
 

 


