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People always gather in community around whatever they love 
 
Why is it that when a person shows up to a sporting event wearing their favorite cap or player’s jersey they 
instantly have friends? I remember going to a Stanley Cup Championship game and bonding with the strangers 
next to me. Why? For all I know all we had in common was the team we were cheering for (and to be honest, 
they weren’t my favorite hockey team). We high-fived each other when our guys scored and coalesced our 
dissatisfaction into loud boos when the visiting team did well. My friend and I opened up with the gentleman and 
his girlfriend sitting to our left all because of a love for hockey. When the final buzzer sounded I observed total 
strangers hugging each other and exiting the arena arm in arm, because their beloved team won a simple game.  
 
There was one time my wife and I were visiting a city and as we were walking to our event we were shocked to 
come upon real life superheroes, movie characters and video game characters. What we were unaware of was the 
city was hosting a Comic-Con event. People who love these characters and their stories gather at these events 
decked out to the nines in costumes, weapons and actions. It was fun to see the excitement and the depth of 
commitment these people had invested in their characters.  
 
People will always gather around whatever they love. There is something innately ingrained in us. When we love 
something we are drawn to it. We want to spend more time with or around it. But the question I ask in this article, 
what are you gathering around? There are many answers to that question and as diverse people we probably gather 
in community around a plethora of things. 
 
As Christians, we don’t gather around the church, but Christ Jesus. This is the natural response of one who loves 
the Lord. They love to be around and interact with other brothers and sisters. We can identify with the struggles 
and successes others are having in their walk. Community is an important aspect to our growth and maturity (Eph. 
4:7-16). We need one another. A community of believers (the family of Christ gathered together) can continually 
push, provoke, and at times pull us to live out more fully what we believe. There are no Lone Rangers when it 
comes to our faith in Christ.  
 

“And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not 
neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, 
and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.” (Hebrews 10:24-25) 

 
The community of the saints has always been a foundational aspect of the Christian life. This is a reality for us 
today. Is their a disconnect from the life you are living out and the faith you proclaim to believe? The answer to 
closing that gap might be staring you right in the face. Maybe what you need to do is to put yourself in a 
community of Believers who are investing their lives in each other. You will be rewarded with growth, friendship 
and true connection. It is in that environment that God works mightily in our lives. 
 
What do you love most? Are you part of a community that gathers around that too? 
 
Soli Deo Gloria, 
Pastor Kurt 
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How Can We Pastor One Another Within Our Community? 
 

We pastor one another in everyday life. 
- As we share life with others, they observe our faith lived out and God’s grace is modeled through 

our successes and failures.  
- Our ordinary lives must be saturated with the gospel. (Share what you are reading in Bible, pray for 

each other, share needs, delight in the gospel and its growth, share struggles, do missions work 
together– with Believers & non-believers.) 

We pastor one another in community. 
- Christian community (outside of Sunday service) is the primary location for shepherding. 
- We meet together to be taught by a pastor so that we are equipped to be the actual ministers who 

build up the body. (Eph. 4:7-16) 
- We must have active relationships with others outside of the church. 

We pastor one another over a lifetime. 
- Change does not happen instantly or even quickly. 
- A Disciple is on a life long journey of growth and sanctification. 

We pastor one another with grace. 
- We interact with one another with humility and grace. 
- Our aim is not to make people moral…our aim is for them to experience the joy of Christ. 
- If we are saved and transformed by the grace of God, we should expect the same to be true of others. 

We pastor one another with good news…the gospel. 
- Positive thinking and wisdom is not enough. 

o Advice comes with the authority of my own accumulated wisdom. 
- The gospel comes with the authority and power of God. 

o Therefore, it is a very different proposition than that of wisdom. 
- The same message we are saved by, we are sanctified by. The gospel is the foundation of everything 

the Christian is and does. 
 

(Drawn out from, “Everyday Church”, by Chester & Timmis) 
 

 

Youth News 
 
Church Family – What is Church Family? Here is just one of many examples from Scripture… 
 
And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 
And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. And all who 
believed were together and had all things in common. And they were selling their possessions and belongings and 
distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking 
bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts, Praising God and having favor with 
all the people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved. Acts 2:42-47 
 
So what is church family? “All who believed were together and had all things in common”. I don't believe “All 
things in common” means that they had the same gifts and interests. We can see that from our own church body. 
We are not all the same and God does that by design. I believe this passage is telling us that we are to spend time 
together and be united together in one common goal. 
 
It is so important for us to spend real time together, in each others homes sharing a meal, hanging out together for 
a barbecue…like family. We are to pray together and for one another. But how do we pray for each other unless 
we spend enough time together to actually know how or what to pray for? Families know each others fears, loves, 
goals, and struggles. A family shares in sadness and joy, and loves unconditionally. If there’s a disagreement, 
someone may get their feelings hurt, but we move on or talk about it some more and try to work it out, still being 
a family, because we are a family, unconditionally. 



 

 

The early disciples of Christ literally lived out their lives together. They did so with 
glad and generous hearts. What if WE lived this way? What if we GLADLY lived 
our lives together and GENEROUSLY gave to one another, PRAISING GOD? How 
would God reward the Church for living this way? (Verse 47) “The Lord added to 
their number day by day those who were being saved.” If we live out the Gospel 
with one another the way Jesus taught His disciples, the way He teaches US to do, 
PEOPLE WILL BE SAVED!! I want a Church that looks forward to spending time 
together, ready to help a brother or sister in need, or just getting together a barbecue. 
You know…like a Family. 
 

Your Brother in Christ, Doyle Perry 
 

 
 

Women’s Ministry – Kristina Jaramillo 
 

There is so much that can be said about the Church living in community with one another. But I would like to 
take a moment to look at Romans 12:15 “Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep.” This is 
not just my prayer for our church but for the whole church. It’s hard to be this vulnerable. Vulnerable enough to 
share our real joys and sorrows but also vulnerable enough to give our time and full attention to celebrate and 
mourn with others. Sometimes it just seems easier to pretend we have it all together or to dismiss the need of 
another. But just as God wants us to depend on Him, He gave us fellowship for support, encouragement, growth, 
and accountability. This kind of connectedness goes beyond feelings and emotions. It requires real humility and 
even servant-hood. Just imagine the benefits of a brotherly love this deep. Imagine the impact our church would 
have in sharing the gospel in our community if we are in the habit of connecting with others as servants first. 
What a blessing! 
 
 

 
OUR EXTENDED CHURCH FAMILY 

 

Pastor Kurt has asked that newsletter articles this month focus on church family, so let’s take a look at our 
extended church family. Southern Baptists are all part of a family tree. Look around the country at the efforts of 
the North American Mission Board, and see just how deep the roots of that family go. They go all the way back 
to a Baltimore woman named Annie Armstrong (1850-1938) who founded the Women’s Missionary Union, and 
changed the way missions were done. 
 
Annie believed in and followed Christ with all her heart, but it was her hands that expressed that belief in tangible 
ways. She spent a great amount of time typing and handwriting letters in support of missions. Many of these 
letters were quite lengthy and all were filled with conviction that more could and should be done in our missions’ 
effort.  Annie also never hesitated to use her hands to reach out to hug a child or distribute food, clothing and the 
Word of God to those in need. Her hands held her own Bible as she studied to know how best to share Gods love 
with others. And, most importantly, Annie was a woman of 
prayer, folding her hands in prayer to intercede for the 
missionaries and for those they were helping discover Christ. 
 
The Annie Armstrong Easter Offering is our way of 
supporting the work of our family across the United States 
and Canada. If you are praying, giving, or going, you are a 
descendent of Annie Armstrong…and she is a part of your 
family tree! 
 

Your Missions Committee 

Our Local Goal: $3,200.00 



 

 

Check It Out! New Ways to Connect and Give. 
 

Giving – We have updated our online giving and have made it quick, easy, simple 
& secure. We would love to have you check it out. We hope you enjoy this new 
option for giving to your church as we seek to advance the kingdom of God. 
 

App – Go to your app store and download the church’s new app. Search “FBC 
Newman”. You can listen to sermons, give, read the Bible, read the daily devotional, see what’s going on, and 
give through the app as well. It’s all connected. It’s also a great way to stay informed of events and changes. 
 

Website – If you haven’t already checked out our website you’re missing out. There is information about ministries, 
sermons and resources to help your faith grow. If you ever miss a Sunday or want to refresh your memory, you 
can find a live stream of the sermon, as well as an audio & video archive of past teachings. 
 

Facebook – facebook.com/firstbaptistnewman – Here’s a place for us to communicate with our church community. 
Special announcements, prayers, thoughts, and encouraging words can all be found on our Facebook page. Sign 
up and get connected. 
 

Faithlife Study Bible – This is another app you can download to your phone or tablet. It’s a great resource for reading 
the scriptures. You are able to highlight and make notes and these will be stored and accessible from any place 
you have the app. It also comes with an ever-expanding study section with notes, information and references 
connected directly to what you are reading. The best part…it’s free. You can also join the FBC Newman group 
and find reading plans, and the app will sync with the scriptures for the sermon. You can start or join groups to 
share thoughts, prayers and conversations with others in the group as you study the Word together.  
 

While we fully understand that the above will never replace true community and actual face-to-face presence, 
they are helpful ways to connect, share and proclaim the gospel. Let us use all things for the glory of God. 
 
 
The Orthodoxy of Community – from the editor of Tabletalk magazine, Burk Parsons 
 

   The Love Language of all marriages is self-denial. When both husband and wife are consumed not with their 
own immediate happiness but with the happiness of one another, they will enjoy a happy marriage. The same is 
true for enduring friendships and for authentic community. 
   With the disintegration of marriage has come the dissolution of community. As such, community has fallen on 
hard times. What every generation in every society in all of history has enjoyed, the rising generation will have 
to fight for. With the rise of online communities, online church, and online everything, face-to-face, eye-to-eye, 
shoulder-to-shoulder community has become increasingly difficult to find. Moreover, many don’t know what real 
community is and thus don’t know what to look for. Real community doesn’t happen on its own—it takes time, 
patience, repentance, forgiveness, and love that covers a multitude of sins. The church community is not just a 
crowd of people on a Sunday morning; it is the gathered, worshiping people of God in a congregation where 
masks aren’t needed and where real friends help bear the real burdens of one another. Community is not just 
getting together; it is living together, suffering together, rejoicing together, and dying together. 
   Although many Christians claim to want genuine community, many want it only on their own terms, when it’s 
convenient, and when it demands nothing from them. What they want isn’t the church community, but a country 
club where they pay their dues for services rendered. They want to be served without having to serve anyone else. 
Real community forces us to die to ourselves and get over ourselves so that we might love one another as 
ourselves. Francis Schaeffer observed that “the early church practiced two things simultaneously; orthodoxy of 
doctrine and orthodoxy of visible community.” Such orthodoxy of visible community is grounded in the “one 
another” passages of Scripture, which provide us with the essential elements of authentic community. They strike 
at the root of our self-centeredness, and they lead us to take our eyes off ourselves and to deny ourselves so that 
we might love one another, encourage one another, gossip about one another, devour one another, or envy one 
another. In so doing, our Father in heaven is glorified as we manifest the beauty of the gospel of Christ through 
the power of the Spirit, who has united a bunch of repentant sinners like us. 	


