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Be Careful of Them 
 

Every church denomination or association has them...and we must be careful in our watch for them. I believe they 
are able to find foot-holds because we, the church, have become lazy. It is easier to float through things than 
actually check out references and validate statements. It's not so easy to spot them because they come in all shapes 
and sizes. Some are polished and shiny, while others are ordinary and plain. Some of them might be entertaining 
and have a large following, while others may be more serious sounding and not as well known.  
 
We often forget forget that all believers are blessed with the indwelling of the Holy Spirit or we underestimate 
his ability within us. The Spirit is a gracious gift given to the saints. He reveals the Word of God and gives us 
spiritual discernment. But therein lies a bigger issue...we don't actually read or know the Scriptures. This biblical 
ignorance is an open door which allows them to creep in. Because many Christians don't even have a foundational 
grasp of key doctrines and beliefs, they are easily carried away by every thought or doctrine (Ephesians 4:14). 
 
You might be wondering who "them" are...they are people. But I am not speaking of ordinary people. I am 
speaking of certain pastors, teachers, church-planters, missionaries, and church leaders. I am sure there are other 
who could be included in this group. These people are dangerous!  Maybe they are not dangerous in a physical 
harm way, but rather in more lasting and dangerous physical ways. You might think that last sentence makes 
absolutely no sense, if only we understood how true it really is. These "them" mishandle the Word of God. They 
model it and bend it to say things it was never intended to say. These men and women preach a false Gospel and 
it is dangerous because it sounds so much like the true gospel...the one that actually saves. We are warned of 
wolves in sheep’s clothing (Matthew 7:15). Not all wolves are the Big Bad Wolf and easy to spot, or dressed up 
like a little lamb. Some are smaller wolves but they will still devour the lambs that stray far from the Shepherd. 
The heart-breaking reality is that often the wolves don't think of themselves as wolves. They actually believe they 
are sheep, but they don't know the Shepherd's voice (John 10:27). The false teachings they propagate will do 
lasting physical harm because it does not lead to life in Christ, but physical eternal death and wrath. 
 
Beloved, we must listen with intension to the words of those who claim to speak in the name of the Lord. The 
references they present, degrees held or stamps of approval mean nothing when the Word of God melts away the 
accomplishments and accolades, leaving them standing bare proclaiming a hollow gospel. We must test 
everything (1 Thessalonians 5:21). This testing shouldn't cease, even when the words are from your favorite 
pastor, come with an IMB or NAMB seal, or come highly recommended by others.  
 
When it comes to this subject I am often drawn to the text in Matthew 7. It addresses a very sobering reality that 
we must be aware of…Jesus says, "Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven" 
(7:21). That verse has weight, but I think it’s what follows that truly scares me. We read that many of these people 
will have done great and mighty things. They cast out demons, prophesied and performed mighty deeds - and 
these actions were performed in the name of Jesus Christ. (7:22) Jesus will say on that day, "I never knew you; 
depart from me" (7:23). He doesn't say, I once knew you, I used to know you...He says, I NEVER KNEW YOU.  
 
As your pastor and as a member of the Elder Council, I can say that we take very serious our responsibility to 
guard and protect the flock. But in a world that is so connected through media and the Internet it becomes 
increasingly hard to know where every wind of false doctrine is blowing in from. That is why our greatest desire 
is that we as a local church, would grow in our Biblical understanding and mature in our faith. As each one of 
you is fortified in the truth of God, you will become an outpost in the defense of the pure gospel. 
 
Sola Deo Gloria, Pastor Kurt 



 

 

Pastor’s and Ministry Leaders Retreat 
April 11th through 13th at Jenness Park 
This retreat affords pastors and ministry leaders an 
opportunity to be renewed and refreshed at Jenness Park 
Christian Camp. Come and enjoy worship, preaching, 
fellowship and adventure activities, including zip-line and 
laser tag. 
 

Keynote Speaker – Danny Daniels 
Danny has been an evangelist and speaker on the Billy 
Graham Crusade Team and pastored SBC churches in 
California and Nevada, most recent, First Southern Baptist 
Church, Las Vegas, Nevada from 2007-2014. He has preached 
in over 200 local church revivals, Harvest Sundays, and 
Bible Conferences. Danny is the author of “Mortal 
Midnight” “How to go Verbal with Your Faith” and “The 
2012 Delusion.” He is the global speaker for International 
Network for Church Health and Evangelism and founder of 
“Million Hour Men of Prayer.” He currently serves on staff 
at Saddleback Church, Lake Forrest CA. Danny loves the 
local church and pastors, and has the scars to show it. 
 
 

WITNESSING IN OUR NEIGHBORHOOD…and the ends of the Earth  
 

Most of us are familiar with Matthew 28:19 which states, “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.” But few people are willing to share 
their faith in Christ ‘cold turkey’. Below are several ideas for getting to know your neighbors better and to develop 
relationships that are conducive to sharing your faith with them. Your Missions Committee is challenging you to 
prayerfully choose 3 or 4 of these ideas to practice for several months, so that you may draw closer to your 
neighbors and be the witness to them that God wants us all to be. 
 

1. Sit on the front porch and/or have kids play in the front yard. Greet neighbors passing by. 
2. Game night outside or board games inside for neighbors 
3. Group garden or share the excess from your garden with neighbors 
4. Monthly open meal night at your house or block party 
5. Summer BBQ every Friday with neighbors invited to bring something 
6. Make and distribute a block or street email and phone contacts list for safety 
7. Host a sports or TV watching party 
8. Form a walking or running group or exercise group 
9. Attend parties you’re invited to by neighbors 
10. Walk your dog or yourself at the same time every day greeting those you pass. 

 

Jesus reminds us in Acts 1:8 that we are to be his witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 
ends of the earth. Newman and the communities around it are OUR ends of the earth in which to share the Gospel. 
The Patterson Migrant Center is a part of “OUR ends of the earth.” Sunday evening, April 17th, at 6:00PM will 
be a VERY SPECIAL OPPORTUNITY for you to engage with fellow FBC Newman members in a Gospel-sharing 
activity. That’s the night we’re holding our organizational meeting for “Feeding Those Feeding Us” at the 
Patterson Migrant Center. There’s been a huge change for this year. We’re no longer partnered with Trinity 
Baptist of Livermore under their leadership for the Patterson and Westley Migrant Centers migrant outreach; we 
are now in charge of the Patterson Center and Trinity is in charge of the Westley Center. April 17th is the evening, 
Paul Marquez, the mission leader for this outreach, will be presenting the organizational plan and soliciting 
volunteers. So if you want to teach small groups in English, in Spanish, lead in exciting games or crazy crafts, 
organize set up or cleanup this coming August, WE NEED YOU! 
Your Missions Committee 



 

 

This Month’s Missions Emphasis Night will 
be… 

Sunday, April 17th at 6:00pm 
VOLUNTEER & SIGN-UP EVENT 

 
This is your opportunity to serve and bring 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the people at 

the Patterson Migrant Center 
 

From the Elder Council: 
 

Praying for Gospel Fruit and Growth 
 

Paul writes in Colossians chapter one that the gospel is bearing fruit and increasing in the whole world and among 
the believers in Colossae. "Of this [hope laid up for you in heaven] you have heard before in the word of the truth, 
the gospel, which has come to you, as indeed in the whole world it is bearing fruit and increasing--as it also does 
among you, since the day you heard it and understood the grace of God in truth, just as you learned it from 
Epaphras our beloved fellow servant." (Colossians 1:5-7a ESV).  
 

The goal of our church is for the gospel to bear fruit and increase in the whole world and among us (inside our 
local church body). As we seek and pray for this to come about—for the gospel to transform believers and 
unbelievers—we can be guided by the prayers of the early church: 
• Pray that God would exalt his name in the world. (Matthew 6:9) 
• Pray that God would extend his kingdom in the world. (Matthew 6:10) 
• Pray that the gospel would speed ahead and be honored. (2 Thessalonians 3:1) 
• Pray for the fullness of the Holy Spirit. (Luke 11:13; cf. Ephesians 3:19) 
• Pray that God would save unbelievers. (Romans 10:1) 
• Pray that God would direct the use of the sword. (Ephesians 6:17-18) 
• Pray for boldness in proclamation. (Acts 4:29) 
• Pray for the healing of wounded comrades. (James 5:14-15) 
• Pray for the casting out of demons. (Mark 9:29) 
• Pray that God would supply his troops with necessities. (Matthew 6:11) 
• Pray for strategic wisdom. (James 1:5) 
• Pray that God would establish leadership in the outposts. (Acts 14:23) 
• Pray that God would send out reinforcements. (Matthew 9:38, Acts 13:2-3) 
• Pray for an abounding love with knowledge and discernment. (Philippians 1:9-10) 
• Pray for a knowledge of his will. (Colossians 1:9) 
• Pray to know God better. (Colossians 1:10; cf. Ephesians 1:17) 
• Pray for maturity and full assurance of God's will. (Colossians 4:12) 
• Pray for power to comprehend the love of Christ. (Ephesians 3:14, 18-19) 
• Pray for a deeper sense of assured hope. (Ephesians 1:16, 18) 
• Pray for strength and endurance. (Colossians 1:11, cf. Ephesians 3:16) 
• Pray for a deeper sense of his power within them. (Ephesians 1:16, 18-19) 
• Pray that you might not fall into temptation. (Matthew 26:41) 
• Pray that God would complete your good desires. (2 Thessalonians 1:11) 
• Pray that you would do good works. (Colossians 1:10) 
• Pray for protection from the evil one. (Matthew 6:13) 

 

List originally compiled by P.J. Tibayan and used with permission 



 

 

The team at First Southern Baptist Waterford will 
serve us supper for our Missions Banquet evening 
@ 5:00. The cost is $8 for age 13 and up; 12 & 
under are free. Our meeting is at 6:00pm. Please let 
the association know your attendance count by 
April 18. 
 

Our Missions program will have guest speaker Tim 
Fortescue. Tim is a Graduate of Golden Gate 
Seminary and has served as a Church Starting 
Strategist for Muslims and other unreached peoples 
for the California Southern Baptist Convention and 
North American Mission Board. Beginning in 
2014, Tim joined Global Gates as West Coast 

Coordinator. As West Coast Coordinator, Tim leads a ministry team to Afghans but also has a passion for 
mobilizing other followers of Jesus to reach out to Muslim, Hindu, Sikh, Buddhist, and Jewish neighbors. Tim 
lives in the Bay Area with his wife Tessa, son Kai and Daughter Safa. Global Gates is now led by David Garrison, 
former IMB Vice President and author of Church Planting Movements in 2003. For more information go to 
http://www.globalgates.info/ 
 
 

FBCN’s Family Camp at Casa de Fruta is coming soon… June 8th – 11th 
A sign-up sheet will be posted the beginning of April on our bulletin board. Please let us 
know how many in your family will be attending in order to plan meals. The cost will be 
$50.00 per family. Remember…there is an extra charge for those with RV’s or Pop-up 

Tents. For more info, please call the Casa de Fruta office. FUN FOR ALL AGES!! 
 
 

REMEMBER: Here are all the New Ways to Connect and Give to FBC, Newman 
 

Giving – We have updated our online giving and have made it quick, easy, simple 
& secure. We would love to have you check it out. We hope you enjoy this new 
option for giving to your church as we seek to advance the kingdom of God. 
 

App – Go to your app store and download the church’s new app. Search “FBC 
Newman”. You can listen to sermons, give, read the Bible, read the daily devotional, see what’s going on, and 
give through the app as well. It’s all connected. It’s also a great way to stay informed of events and changes. 
 

Website – If you haven’t already checked out our website you’re missing out. There is information about ministries, 
sermons and resources to help your faith grow. If you ever miss a Sunday or want to refresh your memory, you 
can find a live stream of the sermon, as well as an audio & video archive of past teachings. 
 

Facebook – facebook.com/firstbaptistnewman – Here’s a place for us to communicate with our church community. 
Special announcements, prayers, thoughts, and encouraging words can all be found on our Facebook page. Sign 
up and get connected. 
 

Faithlife Study Bible – This is another app you can download to your phone or tablet. It’s a great resource for reading 
the scriptures. You are able to highlight and make notes and these will be stored and accessible from any place 
you have the app. It also comes with an ever-expanding study section with notes, information and references 
connected directly to what you are reading. The best part…it’s free. You can also join the FBC Newman group 
and find reading plans, and the app will sync with the scriptures for the sermon. You can start or join groups to 
share thoughts, prayers and conversations with others in the group as you study the Word together.  
 

While we fully understand that the above will never replace true community and actual face-to-face presence, 
they are helpful ways to connect, share and proclaim the gospel. Let us use all things for the glory of God. 


