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Worship Ministry 

But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshippers will worship the Father
in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him.

God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.
        John 4:23-24 (ESV)





Welcome
Welcome to the Worship Ministry and more importantly, 

welcome to the world of being a “lead worshipper.” 

I believe that God has a specific purpose for your life and how He has gifted you. Ephesians 4 teaches us that 
God has redeemed us and gifted us to serve within the Body of Christ. What could be more worthwhile than 
fulfilling the purpose that God has set you apart to do?

In the Old Testament, God would “set apart” musicians to lead in the temple worship. God is still “setting 
apart” people today and gifting them to serve in His church. We have been “set apart” for just that purpose. 
There is a huge difference between “volunteers” and “the called”. If you see yourself merely as a “volunteer”, 
the following pages will be enlightening to you. I’m not sure it’s possible for a volunteer to commit to the 
things that are in the following pages. I’m convinced that only a person, gifted and called by God, will be able 
to fulfill these expectations, or better yet, would even desire to.

As you read the following pages, pray about your calling. This promises to be a great year of worship and 
leading our people each Sunday and during special worship services. I am excited to be serving with you! 
Let’s agree together and say, “yes” to what God has for us this year!

Singing for His glory!

Rev. Ross Johnson
Associate Pastor of Worship

Zachary’s First Baptist Church



LIFEST YLE 
As a worship leader, it is important that you have a growing relationship with Christ. Realizing each 
person is at a different point in their spiritual life, we all are called to become more like Christ each 
day and to “grow up” in the things of Christ. We must be careful in all areas of our lives because we 
serve in a very “high profile” ministry. Whether you know it or not, just by leading in worship each 
week, you represent this ministry, the congregation of First Zachary, and most importantly, the Lord 
Jesus in all aspects of your life and the way you conduct yourself. You are expected to live a life that 
brings honor to the name of Christ; after all, this is what worship is all about. 

PERSONAL WORSHIP 
You can’t lead someone to a place you have never been. It is also very difficult to lead someone to a 
place that you haven’t been in a while. The point here is that personal worship precedes corporate 
worship. It is very difficult to lead worship corporately if you haven’t engaged in worship privately. You 
are encouraged to spend time during the week in personal worship. A daily time of reading God’s 
word, praising Him for all He’s done, petitioning Him for your needs, etc. are highly important qualities 
needed for worship leaders. 

REHEARSAL ATTENDANCE 
We must be accountable to each other regarding rehearsals. It doesn’t make much sense to not 
come to rehearsals and then expect to be fully prepared to lead in worship on Sunday morning or 
for a special worship service. We value rehearsal attendance. As a member of the Celebration Choir 
or Band, you are expected to be at all rehearsals, performances, worship services, etc. Realizing 
situations will arise that will keep you away, we simply ask that you contact the worship ministry office 
so we can know how to minister and pray for you. You may reach us via telephone (225.654.2755) or 
email (rjohnson@fbcz.org; jfleming@fbcz.org).

WORSHIP SERVICE ATTENDANCE 
As stated above, it doesn’t make much sense to say you feel called to a ministry and then not to 
carry out that calling. Understanding that situations do arise that could keep you from serving on a 
particular Sunday, you are expected to lead in worship every Sunday that you are able to serve. The 
church was created and designed by the Lord Jesus Christ to be a place of service for Christians. It’s 
not a place to serve whenever it’s convenient or “feels” right. If there is a Sunday you know you will be 
gone or unable to serve, just call the worship ministry office and let us know. Again, we would love to 
know how to pray for you and minister to you, as you are away or sick. 

PASSION FOR WORSHIP 
Possibly the most important requirement for you to be involved in this ministry is your passion for 
worship. You should have a heart for drawing near to God and leading others to do this as you practice 
it yourself. Music is such a small part of worship but can be so effective in impacting our overall 

worship experience. It is a very expressive, transparent, heartfelt way to express what our 
hearts want to say to the “Lover of our soul”. 
 

   E X P E C TAT I O N S  O F  A  W O R S H I P  L E A D E R



SERVANTHOOD 
One of the most unique things about the Body of Christ is that it’s the only organization in the world 
that encourages its members to think of others more highly than themselves. We can never know 
the full joy of Christ until we have begun to give ourselves away to others, just as Christ did for you 
and me. You are expected to serve others in this ministry. Jesus said whoever desires to be first must 
become last! 

TEAM PLAYER 
This is an important aspect of leadership. You should be able to support, follow and trust the 
leadership of this church and this ministry. Part of being a team player means if you ever come to a 
point of mistrust or have a question about a decision or action, you should take it to the leadership 
of that ministry. This doesn’t mean that you should always agree with every decision that is made. 
However, the important thing is how you handle your “disagreeing.”  Discussing it with other choir or 
band members and not the leadership team is never a good thing. It ultimately hurts the entire group 
when handled in this way. The best thing to do is always bring any point of concern or contention to 
the Associate Pastor of Worship or Worship Leadership Team. 

COMMITMENT TO EXCELLENCE 
The definition of excellence is “doing the very best you can with what you have.” This is what we are 
committed to do. While we are not after perfection, we are to be totally committed to excellence. Why 
would we want to bring anything less before God than the very best we can do? This commitment 
will affect the way we rehearse, lead, serve, love and live! As a member of this ministry, you should 
be committed to excellence! Sing to Him a new song; play skillfully, and shout for joy. (Psalm 33:3) 
Members of the Celebration Choir can begin preparing for worship by reviewing upcoming worship 
services at OnlinePlanningCenter.com. User name is choir@fbcz.org and password is fbczchoir. Once 
you’ve signed in, select the worship service you’d like to listen to and choose the “media player” to 
listen to the songs.

MUSICAL ABILIT Y - CELEBRATION ORCHESTRA 
Because of the requirements of each week’s music, members of the band should have an ability to 
read music and play at an advanced high school level.

   E X P E C TAT I O N S  O F  A  W O R S H I P  L E A D E R



What is the Worship Leading Choir?
 
We all know what a choir is. And most of us know what worship leading is 
when we see it. But what do we mean by the term, “Worship Leading 
Choir”? Don’t all church choirs lead worship? The answer is, yes 
and no! Yes, in the sense that every living sacrifice offered by 
the believer is an act of worship, and every time any choir 
of believers sings about God in spirit and in truth, it is an 
act of worship. But, no, in the sense that until our hearts, 
minds, spirits, and lives are fully engaged in passionately 
glorifying Jesus in the congregation so that its members 
are drawn with us into an encounter with the living God, 
worship leading has not happened.

The form today’s choir takes on is a departure from much of the 
“traditional” aspects we have come to recognize. 

• The emerging choir is not primarily about performance;  
it is primarily about worship. 

• It’s not about being slick; it is about passion. 
• It’s not about acquaintanceship; it is about family. 
• It’s not about momentary emotion; it is about eternal significance. 
• It’s not about competition; it is about servanthood. 
• It doesn’t view talent as primary;  

it does view character and faithfulness as primary. 

The Worship Leading Choir stands before a congregation as a well-schooled unified battalion, 
locking arms to come both humbly and boldly into God’s presence, realizing that every word 
that enthrones Jesus dethrones the enemy. When the Worship Leading Choir sings, it is not 
to impress, but to inspire. Its audience is not the congregation; their joint audience is God 
Himself. 

A Worship Leading 
Choir’s audience is 

not the congregation;  
their joint audience is 

God Himself. 



Celebration Choir
PURPOSE

• Passionately leading people to God’s throne in praise of His glorious grace and mercy.
• Helping people improve their relationship with God and each other by freely expressing our hearts 

to God and committing ourselves to leading the body into celebratory and intimate worship through 
psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs. 

VISION
To be a thoroughly biblical worship ministry that passionately seeks

God’s manifested presence and leadership. 

MINISTRY PRINCIPLES
ACCOUNTABILIT Y

In view of this, I also do my best to maintain always a blameless conscience
both before God and before men. Acts 24:16 (NASB) 

In every great organization, there is always a high degree of accountability. We believe it is a biblical principle 
as pointed out in Acts 24:16 as well as other passages in scripture. Without accountability to each other, we 
can become very “tunnel” visioned and unaware of blind spots in our lives and ministry. 

CONSISTENCY 
...Stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord

because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.  
I Corinthians 15:8 (NIV) 

We want to be a ministry that is consistent in everything we do. In our lifestyles, in our commitment to 
excellence, in the quality of worship services that we produce, and in the worship times we lead, consistency 
must be one of the chords in the strand that brings these things about. 

ENCOURAGEMENT 
Encourage one another and build each other up.  I Thessalonians 5:11 (NIV)

We can encourage each other in many ways. As we minister together, there will be times that individuals will 
need encouragement just to make it through the day. Scripture also teaches that we are to encourage one 
another in growing in the grace and knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ. Encouragement will also mean that 
we pray for each other, write a note of encouragement or take the time to ask someone how they are doing, 
and then have the time to listen if necessary. The objective of encouragement is to build each other up.



Praise Team & Band
 
PURPOSE
As a praise team or band member, you are a called minister of the Lord proclaiming the Gospel through 
song and leading our church family in Christ-centered worship. A praise band instrumentalist is a position 
of Christian leadership. Your primary responsibility is to play your instrument with skill and holy passion in 
a manner consistent with this calling.

CALLING
Our calling is not to be performers in a service, but rather to lead others into worship. A part of this is 
certainly our musical performance but it does not end there. We emphasize serving the Lord and our 
church through:

• A worship-centered lifestyle: Strive for your public and private life to reflect the love of Jesus Christ in 
the power of the Holy Spirit. This should be evident through actions and attitudes at home, at work, 
at school, at play, and on the platform. We are called to live a life centered on God’s glory, not our 
own.

• Church membership: Praise band instrumentalists should be active members of FBCZ and dedicated 
to the church vision.

SPIRITUAL PREPARATION
• Be involved in a Bible study and have a daily study time.

God is Spirit and those who worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth. - John 4:24
• Practice the pursuit of God as a lifestyle, including consistent private worship times to prepare 

for public worship. Pray over the music, the service and your role in connecting with and leading 
worshipers. We cannot lead where we have not already been.

One thing I ask of the Lord, this is what I seek:
 that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life,

 to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord and to seek Him in His temple. - Psalm 27:4
But Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and prayed. – Luke 5:16

COMMITMENT
• Attendance and punctuality are required to serve as a member of the praise band. Weekly rehearsals 

are required. Members should arrive familiar with the prepared music. (Use Online Planning Center 
and the provided sheet music.) Not attending rehearsals and/or showing up late demonstrates a 
lack of commitment and discipline. Praise band members that are constantly late or absent will be 
spoken to privately on an individual basis.

• Rehearsals are crucial to properly prepare for presenting our musical offerings to the Lord. Rehearsal 
is not the same thing as practice, though! Practice time at home is for listening to songs and learning 
your assigned part, as well as sharpening your skills and improving your general musicianship. 
Rehearsal is where we combine the results of everyone’s practice time to create a unified, 

polished song set that will be musically and spiritually useful in helping our church enter into  
corporate worship.



• A note about Planning Center Online: Music is normally ready to be viewed and listened to at least 
a week ahead of time. You need to check and download your music in order to come prepared for 
rehearsals. It is VERY important to let us know if you have problems with the music BEFORE Wednesday 
rehearsal so that you can come prepared to play. Email your questions or concerns to Bro. Ross 
(rjohnson@fbcz.org) or to Jennifer (jfleming@fbcz.org) or call the church office (654.2755) if you can’t 
drop by.

• Your musical ability is a gift from God to be developed and nurtured. You should be committed to work 
towards becoming continually more skilled with your gift.

ATTITUDE
• As a praise band member/worship leader you should pursue a Spirit-empowered passion to serve 

others and do whatever you are called on to do, whether on or off the 
platform. This attitude should be in all areas of your life at church 
and home. You may be asked to move a speaker, pick up trash or 
care for a child.

• Remember that we serve on the platform with more than our 
instruments.

• As a worship leader you are expected to have a teachable 
spirit and an open heart to receive advice and correction.  
“... Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and 
slow to become angry...” James 1:19-20

• As leaders, perceptions of our attitude toward worship are 
colored by how we present ourselves on the platform, including 
dress. Please refer to the last page for what to wear.

VALUES
• TRUST – we commit to trust others within healthy boundaries while believing 

the best motives.
• ENCOURAGEMENT – we commit to affirm, build, and encourage others. 
• RESOLUTION – we commit to resolve conflict with forgiveness and reconciliation.
• UNITY – we commit to walk in unity with grace and truth.
• ACCOUNTABILITY – we commit to being accountable to others that we might produce fruitful returns. 

A worship team is more like foot washing than it is performing. 
It’s more about the Kingdom than it is fulfilling your rockstar fantasies.  

– David Santistevan
You call me Teacher and Lord, and you are right, for so I am. If I then, your Lord and Teacher, 

have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. – John 13:13-14 (ESV)

FINAL NOTES
It is important to note that this information is presented as guidelines. We realize that exceptions may occur. 
Exceptions will be reviewed and addressed by the Worship Ministry of FBCZ. If at any time a team 
member is unhappy, discouraged or confused, they are encouraged to speak with the Associate 
Pastor of Worship.

A Worship Team 
is more like foot 

washing than it is 
performing.



What Times Are Expected of Me?
CELEBRATION CHOIR

• Rehearsals: Wednesday Evening - Rehearsals are held in the Choir Suite and begin at 7 pm  
and last until approximately 8:15 p.m.

• Sunday Schedule: 8:00 am rehearsal for the 8:30 am (Classic) Service; and/or 10:40 am for  
the 11 am (Celebration) Service.

PRAISE TEAM & BAND
• Rehearsals are held Wednesday evenings in the Worship Center and begin at 6 pm and last  

until 7 pm.
• Sunday Schedule: Meet in the Choir Suite beginning at 9 am and move to the Worship Center 

immediately after the Classic Service to review the order of worship for that morning and will last until 
time for Sunday School. The Team will then meet around 10:40 am with the Celebration Choir to go 
through any last minute items, pray, and be fully prepared.

CROSSING TEAM
• Rehearsals: Wednesdays at 7:15 - 8 pm in The Crossing and Sunday mornings at 9 - 9:45 am.
• Sunday Schedule: Rehearsal is from 9 tam till 9:45 am then lead worship at 11am.

What Do I Wear?
CELEBRATION CHOIR: Snappy Casual or Dress Black (purchased / assigned by the Worship Pastor)
 
CELEBRATION BAND

• Ladies – Since we are on the platform and can be seen very well, please wear clothes that cover 
most of your body.  If you wear a dress/skirt, please make sure that it is below the knee when seated 
naturally (not with constant pulling and tugging).  

• Men – A shirt a little nicer than a t-shirt is acceptable, but printed t-shirts should not be worn.  Also, 
please make sure that you wear pants (no jeans) that are not hole-y.

PRAISE TEAM: 
• Ladies - Please wear clothes that cover most of your body, top and bottom. If you wear a dress/skirt, 

please make sure that it is ankle length.  Pants are preferred.  Also, make sure that your top is very 
conservative in nature.

• Men – A polo or a button-down shirt and nice slacks/khakis are appreciated!

SPECIAL WORSHIP SERVICES: Specific announcements will be made prior to the event about attire. 

CROSSING TEAM:
• Ladies - Please wear clothes that cover most of your body, top and bottom. If you wear a dress/skirt, 

please make sure that it is ankle length.  Pants are preferred.  Also, make sure that your top is very 
conservative in nature.

• Men - A polo or a button-down shirt and nice jeans/khakis are appreciated!



leading

God’s People
 Worshipin
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