
  

OUR PICKUP DAY: SEPTEMBER 30 

Median Adults  

Department 

vs. 

Everyone Else! 

Preschool, Children, Youth, College,  

Young Adults, and Senior Adults! 

Bring your nonperishables and 

household supplies and place them 

in the donation box on the side 

you're representing! 

Who can bring the most canned 

goods to support our Children’s 

Home? 

See the Needs List inside! 
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Count it all joy, my brothers, when you 
meet trials of various kinds, for you know 
that the testing of your faith produces 
steadfastness. – James 1:2-3 

It has been an interesting, heartbreaking, 
and prayerful summer, to say the least. 
The summer of 2016 is one that we will 
not soon forget. Our little rain-soaked cor-
ner of the country has been rocked by 
news story after news story, most of which 
have been “bad news” concerning the con-
dition of our city and our homes. In early 
July our city was thrust into racial turmoil 
over a white police officer’s killing of a 
black man in Baton Rouge, and it seemed 
that bringing our community together was 
the only way forward. Then just 1 week 
later, 3 law-enforcement officers were 
killed and 4 others wounded by a gunman 
who decided to take out his hatred on 
those who are sworn to protect and serve 
the people of our city. The news of this 
violent act was devastating and frighten-
ing; we didn’t know what would come 
next.  

And just when tensions began to subside 
and healthy conversations began to tread 
through the misunderstanding and racial 
stereotypes, the next disaster came, one 
which we were in no way expecting or pre-
pared to handle. The rain began to fall, and 
fall, and fall, until the rivers and streams 
could not contain the water any longer. 
And the rivers rose and the drainage canals 
overflowed and our homes, schools, and 
businesses were inundated with water, 
from a few inches to many feet. It was the 
dirty, smelly, and unforgiving kind of water 
that leaves behind a painful residue, re-
minding you of its force and indifference 
toward your house and possessions. Be-
tween the death in our streets and the 
displacement of tens of thousands by flood 
waters, our city and surrounding parishes 
have “endured trials of many kinds.” 

And right there in James 1:2-3, we are 
commanded to count these many trials 
“all joy.” What? Really? How can I count 
these trials as joy when it seems that the 
waves of unseen trials have left mostly 
sorrow, fear, and devastation in their wake 
than reasons for joy? Am I really to see 

these events as reasons to have joy in my 
heart? The short, biblical, and faithful an-
swer is YES. And the reason for joy in the 
midst of these trials is given to us in v. 3: 

“. . .for you know that the testing of your 
faith produces steadfastness.” 

The word “steadfast” means patient en-
durance and waiting expectantly. In other 
words, our joy in the trials and struggles 
we face comes with a patient expectation 
that something better is on the way! There 
is hope beyond the tragedy and destruc-
tion we endure, for God our Father is our 
supreme treasure and his presence with us 
day by day is our joy. We have a home 
with God, not made with human hands, 
and it much more glorious than any home 
we have here. We are not overwhelmed by 
trials, because our hope isn’t in the out-
come of those trials, rather we are more 
concerned about the glory of God shining 
through us to our hurting world. So even 
when our city is rocked by murder, floods, 
and discord, we remain vigilant for the 
cause of Christ, because we are joyful in all 
circumstances and therefore steadfast in 
the Lord.  

In times like these, steadfastness is a much 
needed characteristic in the Christian 
church. We are not people of panic, 
fretting, worry, or fear. The church is re-
deemed from those worldly reactions to 
trials and we live with a great and glorious 
hope in our Savior and Lord Jesus Christ. 
So often the disinterested world ignores 
the church, until devastation comes and 
they a start looking for some signs of hope. 
Within every believer and every church 
body, there is an abiding hope in God that 
in His steadfast love for us we can have joy 
in the midst of difficult days. Our steadfast-
ness is not “naturally occurring,” rather it 
is a result of faith in God, work of the Holy 
Spirit, and joy when we meet many trials 
of varying kinds. In other words, we do not 
choose to be steadfast and then find joy, 
rather we choose joy and the Lord estab-
lishes a steadfast (unmoving, unwavering) 
kind of faith in us as we trust him.  

As believers and followers in Jesus Christ, 
when our joy in the Lord shines through on 
the darkest of days, the unmistakable and 

unshakeable hope of God bears evidence 
that that we know this world is NOT our 
home. We are no doubt happy to be living 
in this world and breathing all the air God 
graciously gives us, but the trials we face 
are never greater than the glory that 
awaits us. I compare our endurance and 
joy in trials to that of painful physical train-
ing which so many athletes must undergo 
to be at their best. The sweat and effort 
can be excruciating at times, but the end 
result is a body that is fit and prepared for 
the challenge ahead. And so it is for us 
who follow Jesus in the midst of various 
trials, whether it is rising flood waters, re-
moving drywall, consoling hurting families, 
sitting by the bedside of dying friends, 
feeding hungry volunteer workers, com-
forting our frightened children, or encour-
aging fellow believers who are having a 
bad day – our joy establishes a steadfast-
ness in the Lord that uplifts those we are 
serving.  

How often have you witnessed a man or 
woman enduring terrible hardships and yet 
they remained joyful? It is both inspiring 
and convicting at the same time because 
we want to have that kind of abiding joy, 
and we also feel terrible that we don’t al-
ready possess it. Take heart, weak and 
weary followers of Jesus, for he who began 
that great work in saving and sanctifying 
your soul will be sure to complete that 
work in you one day (Philippians 1:6). Until 
then, we have the divine command to seek 
JOY in our trials, which will deepen our 
trust in God and exemplify Christ to others. 
Joy is hard to come by, which is why we 
should be all the more committed to ask-
ing God to help us be joyful in our trials.  

Thank you FBC for your joyful service to 
the Lord. I pray that as you endure your 
own trials and also bear the burdens of 
others, you will see how God is establish-
ing you with steadfast trust in Him, which 
will make you more complete in Christ and 
better equipped for ministry and service. I 
am praying for your joy to abound and 
your faith to soar in our God as he leads us 
through these various trials. To God be the 
glory today, tomorrow, and forever! 

Pastor Oren 

a  w o r d  f r o m 
PASTOR OREN 
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Bayou Youth Rally // Sunday, September 4, meet at FBC at 6:45 pm. Pick up 
at Skate Galaxy at midnight. Bring $20 for skating and food. 

Nerf Night // September 9, 7:00 pm 

Parents & Youth Lunch Meeting // September 25 after worship. Lunch will 
be provided.  

Youth Evangelism Conference // November 20-21 in Lafayette.  
We will leave Sunday afternoon and return Monday. (Will have more in-
formation when they post schedule.) We will be staying in a hotel. Price: 
$25 per person 

After the floods, many of you compassion-
ate folks asked about our new home and 
if we took on water. I started to get into 
the routine of telling how the water came 
right to our back porch and receded, end-
ing the recount with “God is good.” But I 
have stopped telling it that way. 

I wanted to make sure I wasn’t coming 
across as if this event determined the 
goodness of God. He isn’t good because 
He spared me…God is good because He’s 
always been good. Even if my new, un-
insured home was to flood, even if I lost 
everything…Jesus is still our good shep-
herd (John 10:11). 

It’s easy to see the damage caused by the 
floods now that the waters have with-
drawn. But we need to be careful in re-
gards to the unseen emotional scars this 
disaster can leave on children. During my 
time at Group Publishing, I wrote a few 
blogs on dealing with kids and disasters, 
and I wanted to share with you a few 
things from those posts: 

1. Know what not to say. Be mindful of 
what to say…and what not to say as you 
minister to children and families affected 
by the flood. Don’t make guaranties such 
as, “This can’t happen again.” Avoid mak-
ing false assurances. Instead, redirect kids 
to see Jesus as their good shepherd who 
will never leave them and who will be 
with them during every trial. 

2. Talk and play. Some kids may need to 
debrief the events more than others. Be 
sure to provide opportunity for conversa-
tion. Other kids may want to be creative 
when dealing with post-flood emotions. 
Allow kids to make poems, paint pictures, 
or even film a mini-movie about their ex-
periences. 

3. Meeting needs. After 
making sure we meet the 
needs of our kids, we can 
allow them to help meet 
the needs of others. Allow 
them to decorate cookies 
to send to displaced fami-
lies. Give them an oppor-
tunity to earn extra mon-
ey to donate. Sometimes, the best way to 
help kids cope with disaster is to let them 
know that they can help. 

4. Teach kids how to pray. Teaching kids 
how to pray during a situation like this is 
major step in helping them cope with dis-
asters. Explain the importance of prayer 
and guide them as they pray for everyone 
who’s been affected by tragedy, especially 
when it hits close to home. During BAM, 
we often pray using the ACTS method 
(adoration, confession, thanksgiving, and 
supplication…God you are ___, I’m sorry 
for ____, thank you for ___, help me with/
others with ________.) 

5. Be ready for the emotional effects. 
After the initial shock has passed, a child 
will start to feel the emotional effects of 
the event. You may see: 

• Increased anxiety—sensitivity, asking a 
lot of questions, talking about things he or 
she is afraid of, worrying the tragedy will 
happen again, fear of sleeping, night-
mares. 

• Clinginess—fear of separation from par-
ents or caregivers, asking where his or her 
parents are, difficulty going to school or 
church. 

• Anger and resentment—lashing out at 
loved ones, expressing anger at the tragic 
event. 

• Regression—reverting back to younger 
behaviors such as whining, crying, cling-
ing, or bed-wetting. 

After a few weeks, the child will be begin 
to adjust back to his or her routine. The 
sooner the schedule can be re-
established, the faster the recovery. At 
this phase, the child may start to go 
through a grieving period for what he or 
she has lost, but will be better able to 
manage emotions at this point. 

Children need a lot of support and reas-
surance after a traumatic event. Children 
feel safest when they are close to their 
parents or trusted caregivers and in famil-
iar surroundings, if possible. It’s also help-
ful to show children how volunteers are 
helping their community. Consider brain-
storming ways your family can show love 
to those volunteers. 

If there is anything you or your family 
needs during this time, please don’t hesi-
tate to ask! 

And please be sure to keep up with our 
Facebook page on all the upcoming events 
that we are planning for your family! 

 David
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It was just a simple rainstorm. We have experienced rain all sum-
mer in southern Louisiana, some storms more severe than others. 
But this storm was different, this storm just never stopped for 3 
days straight. Even amidst the storm, it never quite seemed se-
vere; but the rain kept falling and filling our city roads, rivers and 
eventually homes, businesses, and churches. 

 It has been a tough summer for Baton Rouge. The national news 
spotlight has been on our city for the past couple of months for 
the stories of hurt and pain you never want to experience in a 
community. Tensions have been high, and our hearts have been 
broken. Then, as the rain came, our community has had to endure 
another hard time. As we watched our waters destroy our homes, 
our memories, and some of our most cherished possessions, we 
have had to bear these struggles together.  

When we first met together as a church staff to discuss our re-
sponse, we started calling our church family and checking on the 
needs within our FBC family. We were concerned about your well-
being and safety and were trying to form a plan to assist you in 
your time of need. Our church members began a plan to offer as-
sistance in cleaning out homes and providing meals and encourag-
ing others. It has been a whirlwind ride as we have begun our dis-

aster relief efforts. Our church family has worked very hard and 
each day has been an encouragement to me as I have seen our 
church minister outside the walls of FBC.  

We might think that the task of tearing out sheetrock and floors 
and belongings is not for everyone, but we all have some way we 
can encourage each other, hug, pray and sympathize with some-
one during this disaster. Our call is still the same: to go and preach 
the gospel to our neighbors— believers and non-believers. Our 
opportunity to meet our neighbors and be the light of Christ might 
be easier to discuss knowing we have had common struggles to-
gether.  

One thing I have learned about Louisiana in my short time living 
here is the resiliency of our people and the genuine love and care 
for each other. I believe the opportunity is even greater for us as 
believers to help a hurting city to trust and lean on Jesus in all we 
do. Worldly comforts can be replaced, and our identity is not 
found any anything this world has to offer. Let us continue the 
good work we have begun in caring for each other and the needs 
of those outside of our church family. Let us go boldly into our city 
preaching the gospel. The call to do this came before this storm 
and will continue long after. 

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. 
And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 
Matthew 28:19-20 

Loving you, 

Jason 

Saturday, October 29 // 7:00 pm // FBCBR 

Tickets available in the church office or at premierproductions.com 

We have a limited number of General Admission tickets available in the church office for $20 each.  
See Kathey or Jason to purchase. 

Online discount available now. Use promo code CHURCH. General Admission: $20 with code ($25 reg.).  
Platinum and Premium ticket packages available for an extra price. Visit premierproductions.com for more info! 
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Do you wonder how much change there is in 
our Pure Water Pure Love collection jugs? The 
amount will be announced Tuesday, September 
6, when Women on Mission have their annual 
Salad Luncheon. This year, a special guest will 
speak about Pure Water Pure Love. Please con-
tinue to put your change in the jugs and re-
member, your change can change the lives of 
our missionaries and their families by providing 
them with water filters which will provide clean 
water for their needs. 

In Christ’s Love, 
Fran Drago, Women’s Missions Director 

September 26-28, 2016 // 10:30 am daily 

Lunch will follow immediately each day. 

• Monday // Florida Boulevard Baptist Church 
 10915 Florida Boulevard 
• Tuesday // First Baptist Church 
 529 Convention Street 
• Wednesday // Woodlawn Baptist Church 
 5805 Jones Creek Road 

Evangelist // Pastor Joe McKeever 
 former pastor of 6 SBC churches and former Director of  
 Missions for the Baptist Association of Greater New Orleans 

The Music Ministers from the three host churches will leading us in  
worship at each location, and our very own Young at Heart Singers  
will be performing as well! 

We are asking for a $5.00 donation for the lunch to help offset the 
churches’ expenses. 

Joe McKeever 

Color and cut out to 
use as a bookmark! 
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Baked Beans  
Bathroom Tissue  
BBQ Sauce  
*Bottled Juice (Orange/Apple/Grape/Fruit 

Punch)  
Brownie and Muffin Mix  
Cake Mixes & Icing  
Canned Chicken  
Canned Vegetables (Butter/Pinto/Red 

Beans; Black-Eyed/ Field/Purple Hull 
Peas/Greens)  

Cereal (Children’s Brands)  
*Chili w/o Beans  
*Cleaning Supplies (Bathroom/Kitchen/

Furniture Polish)  
Clorox Bleach  
*Clorox Wipes  
*Condensed Milk Cookies & Cookie Mix  

*Cooking Oil  
*Corn Meal (Plain/Self-rising)  
Crackers (Ritz/Saltines)  
*Dishwasher Detergent  
*Disinfectant Spray  
*Dryer Sheets  
*Evaporated Milk  

*Facial Tissues Flavors (Lemon/Vanilla/
Almond)  

Flour (Plain/Self-rising)  
Fruit (Canned)  
Gravy Mixes  
Green Chiles  
Grits (Regular/Instant)  
Instant Pie Filling (Chocolate/Vanilla)  
Jelly/Jam (Apple/Grape/Strawberry)  
Jiffy Cornbread Mix  
*Laundry Detergent (Regular & HE- Liquid)  
Mayonnaise  
Mushrooms (Canned/Bottled)  
Oatmeal (Instant)  
Onion Soup Mix  
Pam Cooking Spray  
*Paper Towels  
Pastas  
Peanut Butter (Smooth & Crunchy)  
*Pickles & Relish (Dill/Sweet)  
Pie Fillings (Canned)  
Popcorn Pop Tarts  
Potatoes (Boxed & Instant)  
Rice (Instant)  
Rice Dinners (Boxed)  

*Salad Dressings (Ranch/Italian/1000 Is-
land)  

Soups (Variety/Cream of Chicken/
Mushroom)  

Soy & Teriyaki Sauce  
*Spaghetti Sauce  
Spices (Black Pepper/Tony’s/ Garlic/Onion 

Powder) Stove Top Stuffing  
Sugar (Regular)  
Syrup (Chocolate/Pancake/White Karo)  
Taco Seasoning  
*Tea (Regular/Decaf)  
Tomatoes (Diced/Stewed/Rotel)  
Tomato Sauce/Paste  
Vienna Sausages  
Worcestershire Sauce  
 
*Much Needed Items 

 
No gallon size cans, please! Meals are pre-

pared in each of our cottages, not 
cafeteria style.  

 Cut along the dotted line to take along to the store! 

This year, we’re making our Fall Food Roundup into a 
church-wide competition! We have 171 Median Adults on 
our Sunday School rolls, and 147 people in all other  
departments—Preschool, Children, Youth, College, Young 
Adults, and Senior Adults. When you bring your Fall Food 
Roundup donations, put them in the donation box on the 
side for your team, and we’ll keep a tally of who’s  
winning! Competition closes on Friday, September 30! 
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