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22 For we know that the whole 
creation has been groaning together in the 
pains of childbirth until now. 23 And not only 
the creation, but we ourselves, who have the 
firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we 
wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the re-
demption of our bodies. Romans 8:22-23 

I was in line at the grocery store just the oth-
er day when I noticed the front cover of LIFE 
magazine. The cover pictured 6 deceased 
celebrities that I immediately recognized as 
world-famous musical artists. This recent 
issue of LIFE magazine is entitled The 27-
Club: Rock Icons Who Died Too Young. The 
cover and content of the magazine features 
6 musical artists who all died at the age of 
27, hence the name 27-Club. These musi-
cians were quite famous and known 
throughout the world for their music; partic-
ularly for their contributions to jazz, blues, 
and rock-and-roll. The 27 club includes musi-
cal superstars Brian Jones (1969), Jimi Hen-
drix (1970), Janis Joplin (1970), Jim Morrison 
(1971), Kurt Cobain (1994), and Amy Wine-
house (2011).  

I understand that some of these names may 
not be familiar to some of you, while others 
of you are quite familiar with the person and 
their music. I only had a moment to read the 
cover while at the register, but since I recog-
nized the names of these celebrities and 
because I’ve heard about the “27-Club” be-
fore, I was immediately intrigued. So I decid-
ed to get a copy of the magazine at a later 
time. As I’ve read the articles and short bio-
graphic sketches of the lives of these com-
plex and talented men and women, it has 
struck me at just how much influence a sin-
gle person can have on literally millions of 
other people, and yet in the scope of time 
and history, each person’s life is so fleeting 
and fragile (James 4:14).  

What I have found most intriguing about this 
magazine issue is how much these musical 
icons are praised and exalted for their contri-
butions to the music industry while their 
personal lives were so incredibly heartbreak-
ing. Their sudden and what some would con-
sider “early” death have led to their lives 
being dubbed with the “tragic” label since 
they were unable to have long and produc-
tive careers of making music. What is most 
common among all 6 members of the 27-
Club is their struggles with drug and alcohol 

addiction and many broken and destructive 
relationships. It makes you wonder how it is 
that all the praise and fame that comes with 
celebrity also brings with it despair and un-
ceasing temptations to satisfy the flesh. 
There is no doubt that these artists truly 
lived out the stereotype of a rock-and-roll 
icon, and in each case, it ended their lives 
earlier than most people can accept. Their 
dreams of being a serious and respected 
musical artist, along with the adoration of 
millions of fans, was the real drug they lived 
for, and it captivated their minds and souls 
to the point that they could not find satisfac-
tion in all of their achievements. So they 
turned to external things to cope with the 
deep groaning in their souls for significance 
and peace.  

This issue of LIFE magazine also leads me to 
ask a deeper question: Who gets to decide 
how soon is too soon for someone to pass 
away? This has always been an interesting 
thought to me. Who gets to decide when it is 
time for a person to leave this world, and 
why does age matter? Do we label a per-
son’s early departure from this life as a trag-
edy because of their worldly achievements? 
What if these famous celebrities had been 
relatively unknown musicians playing in dirty 
bars and half-empty night clubs instead of in 
massive arenas or on national television 
shows? Would we view their deaths in the 
same way?  

I realize that these questions can make us 
uncomfortable, but considering the differ-
ence between how the world and the Word 
of God view life and its value differently, as 
well as death and its timing, it is especially 
important for us to know what we believe. 
Our purpose and direction in this life are 
particularly tied to where we find our identi-
ty and hope. We are all groaning deeply 
within our souls in some way for redemption 
(Romans 8:22-23), but for those who are of 
faith in Jesus, our groaning has a glorious 
end, and the timing of it cannot come soon 
enough (Romans 8:18).  

Life and death are God’s prerogative, and he 
doesn’t often share what he knows with us 
about the timing of our departure from this 
world. While this may cause uneasiness in 
some of us, the reality is that this is NOT bad 
news for those who know Jesus. There is 
never a time in the life of a believer in which 

death comes too soon, nor are the condi-
tions of our passing greater than the glory 
we behold once we’ve left behind these bro-
ken bodies for eternally completed ones (2 
Corinthians 4:16-18).  

In fact, we are to live this life in in such a way 
that points others to the reality of the next 
life for which we long for so deeply. Sadly, 
the members of the 27-Club lived for the 
praise of man, pointing others to themselves 
and looking for happiness that was only 
shifting sand beneath their unstable feet.   

Romans 8:11 gives us this promise: 11 If the 
Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead 
dwells in you, he who raised Christ Je-
sus from the dead will also give life to your 
mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells 
in you. This promise alone should stir in us a 
deeper love for God and a more serious 
commitment to make the most of the time 
we have, for the days are short and the mist 
of our lives will soon pass. Praise be to God 
that our short time in this life can be of tre-
mendous impact if we would look to him 
first and always.  

I agree that it is sad that those musical 
artists died so young, just as I would for any 
young man or woman. It is hard to accept 
the loss of a life so young. My sadness is not 
only in that they are now gone, but that 
their lives ended in such despair and de-
struction. Their groaning for redemption led 
them to self-deception and sorrow. One of 
the 27-Club members, Janis Joplin, once 
said, “Don’t ever compromise. You are all 
you’ve got.” But that is simply not true. 
Praise be to God that I am not all I’ve got! If 
all I have is me, then I am without hope. My 
groaning for redemption is incomplete and 
will never be content in this life if I only look 
within myself to be satisfied. The best news 
is that Jesus Christ meets us where we are 
and fulfills the longings of our souls, to the 
degree that our perspective in this life and 
the next is eternally hopeful and filled with 
joy! Jesus is all I have, and Jesus is more than 
enough.  

So when my time comes, it will be neither 
too soon nor too late, but just the right time 
according to God’s glorious plan. And so it is 
for each of us; so let us honor Him today 
with all that we have.  

Pastor Oren 

a  w o r d  f r o m 
PASTOR OREN 
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Can you guess what Louisianans favorite 
Halloween candy is? Take a guess and 
keep reading to find out. Growing up, I 
used to love dressing up for Halloween 
and attended all the different church 
events…of course, you have the classic 
Trunk or Treats, the Fall Festivals…I’ve 
even heard of a Holy Ghost Weeny Roast! 

Whatever you call it, there are many fami-
lies that are going to be out at the end of 
this month looking for some fun and can-
dy. We’ve got that. We’ve got LOTS of 
that! But we have something even better. 
We have Jesus. And we can share His love 
with our community. 

I invite you and your family out to our 
Neighborhood Block Party, where we will 
host games, give out candy, and share the 
light of Jesus. More details will come as 
we get closer, so please be checking Face-
book and our other outlets for more infor-
mation on how to get involved! 

OK, did you guess yet? According to influ-
enster.com, which interviewed over 
40,000 people, Louisianans favorite Hal-
loween candy is Swedish Fish.  Really?! 
The only other state where Swedish Fish 
topped the list was Pennsylvania. 

Whatever candy you like, I’m sure there 
will be a ton of it around your family this 
month. Why not put it to good use and 
start up a conversation about Jesus using 
it. Here is a fun activity you can try with 
your kids next time candy is around! 

One way we help kids re-
member the good news is 
by breaking down the Gos-
pel (the message about 
Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation) into five 
parts.  

1. God Rules.  The Bible 
tells us God created every-
thing, including you and 

me, and He is in charge of everything. 
Scripture – Genesis 1:1, Revelation 4:11, 
Colossians 1:16-17 

2. We Sinned.  We all choose to disobey 
God.  The Bible calls this sin.  Sin separates 
us from God and deserves God’s punish-
ment of death. Scripture – Romans 3:23, 
6:23 

3. God Provided.  God sent Jesus, the per-
fect solution to our sin problem, to rescue 
us from the punishment we deserve.  It’s 
something we, as sinners, could never 
earn on our own.  Jesus alone saves us. 
Scripture – John 3:16, Ephesians 2:8-9 

4. Jesus Gives.  He lived a perfect life, died 
on the cross for our sins, and rose 
again.  Because Jesus gave up His life for 
us, we can be welcomed into God’s family 
for eternity. Scripture – Romans 5:8, 2 
Corinthians 5:21, 1 Peter 3:18, Ephesians 
2:8-9 

5. We Respond.  Believe in your heart that 
Jesus alone saves you through what He’s 
already done on the cross.  Repent, turn-
ing from self and sin to Jesus.  Tell God 
and others that your faith is in Jesus. 
Scripture – John 14:6, Romans 10:9-10, 13 

The challenge? Can you come up with 
different candy to represent each part and 
help us remember what it means? For 
younger kids, share with them my an-
swers below, or your own answers, and 
eat the candy together as you review. For 

older kids, challenge them to come up 
with their own ideas. (You may have to 
give an example to get their creativity 
flowing). 

God Rules- Milky Way…Because God cre-
ated the heavens and the earth, the Milky 
Way and everything in and out of it! 

We Sinned- Nerds candy…We call people 
names like nerd when we’re angry instead 
of showing love 

God Provided- Snickers…Because Snickers 
satisfies, and Jesus is the only thing that 
satisfies our sin problem  

Jesus Gives- Any sour candy…Because 
Jesus’ death was really sour, but it ended 
up being sweet because we can be wel-
comed into the family of God 

We Respond- Candy Corn...You can use 
the three colors to represent the A,B,Cs of 
becoming a Christian (Admit, Believe, Con-
fess). Or you can show how it starts off 
small then grows to a bigger base, like 
how we grow as Christians in our faith. 

Or if you don’t have a lot of time, just pre-
sent the Gospel a single treat. Using a 
colorful candy, like M&Ms, give each color 
a meaning… 

Yellow- God is King 

Brown- Sin makes us dirty, separates us 
from God 

Red- Jesus shed His blood for us 

Green- When we become a Christian we 
grow to be more like Jesus 

Blue- As a sign that we follow Jesus, we 
get baptized 

Yellow- Bring it back to yellow to repre-
sent Christians living with God forever! 

 David

We are in need of a couple of host homes in neighborhoods with lots 
of trick-or-treaters to host our block parties this year! Our block par-
ties will coincide with the EBR trick-or-treating schedule so we can 
hopefully meet some new families and invite them to FBC. If you 
would like to host, or if you would like to volunteer to help, talk to 
David Jennings. There will be a volunteer training on Sunday, October 
30! Keep an eye out for more information! 
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This past week, our Sanctuary Choir gathered for two days to have 
a mini retreat. While we did not get out of town, we spent a Friday 
evening and half a day Saturday together. As most choir retreats, 
we spent the weekend rehearsing and beginning to learn our 
Christmas music. As well, we spent time getting to know each oth-
er, worshipping together, and praying for each other. It was a 
wonderful time and I am grateful for the community we have 
within our worship ministry. 

As I told the choir, we have many calendar events coming up this 
fall and October is our busiest month before Christmas. October is 
especially busy, as we have 3 concerts happening throughout the 
month. I pray you will mark these wonderful events on your calen-
dar, and invite people to join you. 

Here is a listing of what’s coming up this month! 

October 2nd- Paul Saik in Concert. Paul is an incredibly gifted sing-
er, pianist, and organist. He will be with us in morning worship and 
will be giving a benefit concert to support Louisiana Flood Relief.  
Here is a little about him: 

A versatile singer, he has performed with opera companies 
throughout the United States and around the world. He has ap-
peared with various symphonies and has worked with the likes of 
Baz Luhrmann (“Moulin Rouge”) in the New York Broadway scene. 
But after many years of performing on some of the biggest stages 
in the world, Paul realized that the successes of his career could 
not outweigh the stresses and challenges that he faced every day. 

In the summer of 2003, Paul retreated to Lake Junaluska, North 
Carolina. It was at Lake Junaluska that Paul felt God’s call back to 
his first love…sacred music. 

His passion is leading people in worship, and his music has 
touched many people as he has performed in numerous churches 
throughout the country. But everything leads to his desire to bring 
comfort, guidance and the presence of God to each listener, so 
that they may know that God truly loves them. “I don’t know why 
God has blessed me with the talents He has, just as He blesses 
every person with their own…but I want to use them to honor 
Him, to thank Him, to lead others in worshipping Him. My prayer 
is that all who see how I live my life, find Him in me.” 

Paul is Director of Music Ministries at Centenary United Methodist 
Church in New Bern, NC where he resides with his wife, Katie. He 
continues to maintain his touring throughout the United States, 
but also enjoys leading worship at annual conferences, revivals 
and other special events. More information is available at his web-
site, www.paulsaik.com. 

October 23rd- Senior Adult Sunday. Be here as we honor our sen-
ior adults and hear from our wonderful Young at Heart Singers 
and Bluegrass Band with a special lunch concert following morning 
worship.  

October 29th- Sandi Patty in Concert with Special Guest Veritas. 
Come see the Grammy and Dove award winner in Concert at FBC. 
She will be singing some of her old classics with her family and 
special mens ensemble Veritas. As well, the FBC choir will be join-
ing her in singing some of her most popular hits.  Tickets can be 
purchased in our church office or online at www.fbcbr.com/sandi.  

I am excited about all of the events around the corner. I hope you 
plan to be here for all of them! 

Love,  

Jason 

Choir, mark your calendar! 

 Sandi Patty Rehearsals: 

 • Monday, October 17 

    6:30-8:00 pm 

 • Tuesday, October 25 

    6:30-8:30 pm 

 Christmas Dress Rehearsal: 

 • Saturday, December 10 

    Time TBA 

http://www.paulsaik.com
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“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill 
cannot be hidden. Nor do people light a lamp and 
put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives 
light to all in the house. In the same way, let your 
light shine before others, so that they may see 
your good works and give glory to your Father 
who is in heaven. Matthew 5:14-16 

As believers, we are never commanded to be si-
lent, but we are commanded by Christ to be wit-
nesses to the ends of the earth. We are called to 
bring the light of the gospel to a dark world. I 
believe this verse also applies within the walls of 
the church. We are called to shine our lights 
among the lost, but we are also called to shine 
our lights among believers. Being examples to 
nonbelievers is important, but we must remem-
ber not to neglect our fellow church family. Being 
a light within the church is about painting a pic-
ture to the rest of the congregation of what a 
true Christ follower looks like. The youth within 
the church have plenty of examples of what this 

does not look like. What they need is people 
showing them how to live a God honoring life. 
We often think this means telling them what to 
do and not to do, but I believe it is more than 
giving them a set of rules. Being a light for our 
youth means taking their hand and walking with 
them through life. It means taking time to have 
lunch with them, sharing wisdom from your own 
life, and praying for them every day. The youth 
within our church are amazing people. They 
amaze me more and more every single day. They 
make mistakes often, but they are quick to show 
love to anyone that comes into the group. So 
here is my challenge: I challenge you to shine a 
light within the life of one student this month. I 
challenge you to pick a student and pray for them 
daily. Finally, I challenge you to sit down and talk 
to this student. I truly believe this process will 
have a major impact within the lives of our stu-
dents. 

Mason 

Congratulations to  
Ashley David, who recently 
graduated from ITI Technical 
College with an Associates in 
Drafting and Design

Congratulations to our newest Citizen of the United States 
of America! Congratulations to Mary Arachchige, now 
known as Prabode Vedurane Mudey Anselaga Bandara!  
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 October 
2 // Paul Saik in Concert 
9 // Lord’s Supper 
11 // Senior Adult Luncheon 
12 // Day of Prayer 
16 // Deacon Election 
18 // BAGBR Annual Meeting 
23 // Senior Adult Sunday 
26 // Business Meeting 
29 // Sandi Patty in Concert 
30 // Block Party Training/Prep 
31 // Block Parties 
 

 November 

Missions Emphasis Month 
Operation Christmas Child Boxes Due 
6 // Daylight Saving Time Ends 
6 // Parade of Flags 
8 // Senior Adult Luncheon 
9 // Day of Prayer 
13 // Trustee Election 
20 // Downtown Thanksgiving Service 
22 // Thanksgiving Dinner 

 
 
 

 December 
2 // Downtown Festival of Lights 
4-11 // Week of Prayer for Interna-

tional Missions 
9 // Parents Night Out 
11 // Christmas at First Program 
11 // Lottie Moon Christmas Offering 
13 // Senior Adult Luncheon 
14 // Day of Prayer 
18 // Family Christmas Event 
18 // Downtown Christmas Pilgrimage 
24 // Christmas Eve Service 
25 // Christmas Worship Service 

This is not a comprehensive list of everything going on this fall, but it’s certainly a start!  
Be sure to mark your calendars now so you don’t miss out! 

It’s that time again! Go ahead 
and get started on your Opera-
tion Christmas Child shoebox 
gifts! We will have materials 
out very soon to help you label 
your box. Boxes are due in mid-
November! More info to come! 
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Saturday, October 29 // 7:00 pm // FBCBR 

Tickets available in the church office or at premierproductions.com 

We have a limited number of General Admission tickets available in the church office for $20 each.  
See Kathey or Jason to purchase. 

Online discount available now. Use promo code CHURCH. General Admission: $20 with code ($25 reg.).  
Platinum and Premium ticket packages available for an extra price. Visit premierproductions.com for more info! 


