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“But you, O mountains of Israel, shall shoot 
forth your branches and yield your fruit to 
my people Israel, for they will soon come 
home. For behold, I am for you, and I will 
turn to you, and you shall be tilled and 
sown.” 

 – Ezekiel 36:8-9 

God’s promises to His people are steadfast, 
trustworthy, and full of assurance, for He 
will bring forth fruit for the glory of His Great 
Name by working in and through His own 
people. I believe that Jesus Christ is sover-
eign Lord over all creation and He is suffi-
cient to satisfy all of the deepest longings in 
the hearts of those who trust in Him for sal-
vation. This is the hope of the gospel and it is 
the message that all believers are to be pro-
claiming in this world. One of the many 
blessings of being a pastor is seeing how our 
many members and committed families live 
out the gospel message in their homes by 
displaying grace and Christ-like love by mak-
ing sacrifices for the sake of their own family 
and their church family. There is no greater 
message that any of us can proclaim than 
one that says, “Jesus saves and Jesus is our 
only hope!” From marriage relationships, to 
parenting relationships, to extended family 
relationships, to friendships, neighbors, 
work relationships, and even in meeting 
strangers in everyday life, our only hope to 
honor Christ is to rely fully on Christ Jesus to 
make us into the people He died for us to 
become. This is the focus of gospel-centered 
churches and families, and this will be the 
focus for our church family.  

What is encouraging to me as a husband, 
father, and pastor is that God’s word prom-

ises the He is always accomplishing His will 
in His people, and Ezekiel 36:8-9 reminds us 
of God’s provision, mercy, and sustaining 
work in those individuals, families, and 
churches who are faithful to His name and 
obedient to His word. God promises that 
fruit will be yielded from the branches of His 
people and the inevitable work of God will 
lead others home to know Him and love 
Him. The fruit which God produces are those 
people who trust in Jesus and live by faith in 
God. And we can trust God’s word because 
He tells us, “I am for you, and I will turn to 
you, and you shall be tilled and sown.” Isn’t 
it a wonderful truth that God is FOR His peo-
ple! He promises that we will be tilled and 
sown, according to His will in accomplishing 
His purposes to bear fruit in the lives of 
those who belong to Him. What this means 
is that God will do what is necessary (tilled) 
to display His saving power and grace (sown) 
in the lives of His people. And isn’t it a beau-
tiful gospel image of families and churches 
faithfully displaying this truth in real, tangi-
ble ways?  

It should come as no surprise to the FBC 
family that there is a tremendous need to 
reach out to the unchurched, the hurting, 
and the lost families in our city. There are so 
many lives that are broken and messed up 
by the effects of sin and lostness. Every per-
son in every family, whether or not he or she 
is a Christian, is dealing with issues of sin and 
brokenness on a daily basis, and our only 
hope is that we look to Jesus for salvation 
and as our standard for living and dying for 
the glory of God in our homes. The culture in 
which we all live has grown increasingly in-
tolerant of the Biblical foundations in defin-

ing what a person or a family is, and we have 
seen particular confusion concerning how a 
person is to live and how a godly family is to 
function. But as Christians, we are NOT to be 
confused about these things. And, the good 
news is that we have the privilege and joy of 
looking to God’s Word for instruction and 
correction in order that we may honor Him 
as men and women, moms and dads, chil-
dren and grandchildren, and as members of 
one body in Christ Jesus.  

I want to issue to you a challenge this month 
at FBCBR, that I pray will become much 
more regular for us. I want the members of 
our church family to commit to praying DAI-
LY for a family who is unchurched or un-
saved. We all know at least 1 family who 
does not attend worship regularly, if at all, 
and who would probably claim some form of 
Christianity without any real confession of 
the Lordship of Jesus Christ. These people 
need to know and worship Jesus. So I want 
each of us to commit to pray for a family 
over the next several weeks, asking God to 
soften their hearts to the gospel and to give 
you the courage to invite them to worship 
with us at FBC. The chances of them ever 
attending on their own are quite slim, but if 
invited, they are much more likely to visit us. 
So please consider how you will pray for a 
family you know, so that God would save 
them and begin His good work of “sowing 
and tilling” in their lives that they may testify 
to His grace and glory.  

Your Pastor, 

Oren 

a  w o r d  f r o m 
PASTOR OREN 
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I enjoy looking at facts and figures from 
polls and surveys. In fact, when I worked for 
Children’s Ministry Magazine, one of my 
assignments was to find research on chil-
dren, ministry, and children’s ministry and 
summarize them in bullet points for our 
Facts and Figures page. And I still find my-
self looking for these tidbits of information 
today. 

For example, take a big event happening 
this month, the Super Bowl. Does God de-
termine winners and losers in the Super 
Bowl? Last year, a survey by LifeWay Re-
search1 showed 85 percent of Americans 
say “no,” while about 11 percent says “yes.” 
That number jumps to 15 percent saying yes 
when polling evangelicals. Another survey 
showed about 13 percent of Americans 
have prayed for their favorite sports team. 

Every year, Barna Group’s designated “Bible
-Minded” cities report, showing how people 
in the nation’s 100-largest media markets 

view and use the Bible. In a nutshell, cities’ 
populations were surveyed on if they be-
lieve the Bible to be true, and if they read 
the Bible daily. This information was turned 
into percentage that could be compared to 
other cities. In the 2016 report2, Baton 
Rouge ranked 19th with a score of 38 per-
cent. Compare that to Shreveport, which 
ranked 4th overall with a score of 47 per-
cent. Chattanooga was first, with a 52 per-
cent rating. 

Like I said, I find looking at these kinds of 
stats interesting, but lately one report has 
stood in my mind as a reminder of why we 
start teaching theology early. The report 
was summed up by the headline, 
“Americans Love God and the Bible, Are 
Fuzzy on the Details.”3 If you have the 
chance, please give it a read. The URL is 
below, or you can use Google to find it 
quickly. 

Overall, you can see how some of the find-
ings are contradictory. 

 Six in 10 say everyone eventually goes to 
heaven, but half say only those who be-
lieve in Jesus will be saved. 

 Seven in 10 say there’s only one true 
God—Father, Son and Holy Spirit, but 
two-thirds say God accepts worship of all 
faiths. 

 About two-thirds of Americans believe 
Jesus is God while half say Jesus is a be-
ing created by God. 

We have to be proactive in teaching theolo-
gy to our children. We need to equip them 
with Biblical answers in a world that sees 
truth as relative. And a good understanding 
of theology will leave kids wanting to dig 
deeper into their faith. I am thankful that 
our church understands the importance of 
ministry to children! Please continue to pray 
for the families in our care! 

We’ve got some great events coming up for 
our families! The weekend before Valen-
tine’s Day, we’ve got a very special extend-
ed Parents Night Out planned (February 10 
from 6:00 to 10:00 pm). We’ll have a night 
of food, fun, and faith and some really cool 
surprises! Check out our Facebook group for 
more information on this and other events. 

1. http://blog.lifeway.com/
newsroom/2016/02/03/does-god-decide-
care-who-wins-the-super-bowl/ 

2. https://www.barna.com/research/2016-
bible-minded-cities/ 

3. http://lifewayresearch.com/2016/09/27/
americans-love-god-and-the-bible-are-fuzzy
-on-the-details/ 

 David

Is your family constantly in a whirlwind of activity? Is it controlled-chaos at 
your house? Unsure about how to parent in this day and age? Want to see 
how your family fits into the gospel? 

Join our Busy Family Bible Study! This 9-week study will go over the Gospel 
Centered Family: Becoming the Parents God Wants You to Be. This is going to 
be a great series for both current and future parents! 

Sundays for 9 weeks beginning February 12 at 4:30 pm here at FBC. 

We’ll have copies of the book available ($3 a book), and we have  
activities planned for kids and youth! 

Please RSVP to the church office to let us know your family is coming! 

Is your family near perfect?  

Are your kids always well-behaved?  

Are you always on-time?  

Do you have all the answers? 

If so…then this particular Bible 

study definitely isn’t for you! 

Timber Creek Camp at Pulaski, MS // July 25-29 
Deadline for camper sign-ups is February 15th. 

This camp location fills up quickly! 
A $50 per camper non-refundable deposit is re-

quired at sign-up. 
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April 8th-16th // Cost $1900 // Location: Oahu, Hawaii 
Flight, Lodging and food while there included // Please Sign Up ASAP!! 
We will be staying at the University of Hawaii at Manoa's BCM. 

Ministry opportunities are done through the BCM and 8 local churches. 

Easter Egg Hunts, working at the Baptist Conference Center, church clean 
ups, interaction with BCM students and their ministries. Construction work, 
VBS work, painting, apartment ministries, beach ministries, etc... 

College students that are interested, please contact Larkin at 225-802-5955 
or ljhlsu@yahoo.com Booking flights soon, so let me know if you’re interest-
ed as soon as possible. 

May 1st - May 5th // 4 nights/5 days // Hotel Included 

Cost is being determined and will depend on venues and site 
that you chose to attend. 

Base cost is around $1800.  (This base price includes cost of 
hotels and flight).  The cost of plays, sight-seeing venues etc. 
is being determined.  A meeting to discuss possibilities will 
take place soon.   

If you are interested, please contact Larkin at 802-5955 or 
email ljhlsu@yahoo.com.   

The funds raised from these two events will go 
to help send our FBC and LSU BCM students on 
Summer Mission Trips! 

 

Friday, March 3 and Saturday, March 4  
Fri. 5:00 pm - 8:00 pm & Sat. 6:00 am - 2:00pm 

The BCM needs “Stuff,” as they have described 
it.  If you have "Stuff" that you would like to 
donate, you may call the BCM for pickup (225-
343-0408) or bring it by the LSU BCM.  If you 
have questions about this, you can call Larkin at 
the office, and he will be happy to assist you. 

 

Friday March 24th - March 27th.  

 Friday (6:00 pm Dinner Show) 

 Saturday (11:00 am Kid's show) 

 Saturday (6:00 pm Dinner Show) 

 Sunday (2:00 pm Dessert Show) 

 Monday (7:00 pm Student Show) 

March 18, 2017 
9:00 am - 3:00 pm 

Franklin Avenue Baptist Church  
in New Orleans 

M-JAM is for children’s ministry groups (grades 1-6) and 
their leaders. It’s a day of missions awareness and mis-
sion activity that builds on a child’s faith foundations 

with a Gospel presentation, meeting missionaries, and an 
opportunity to do missions activities with children from 

around the state. 

Sign up with David Jennings by March 1st! 

Sunday, February 5, 2017 
5:00 pm 

In the College/Youth Rooms at FBC 

Come join us for a night of fun, food,  
and fellowship! 
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One of the choral responses the choir has 
sung after the pastoral prayer in worship 
uses an Old Testament text from the book 
of Habakkuk chapter 2, verse 20. It reads, 
“But, the Lord is in His holy temple, let all 
the earth keep silence before Him.” This 
text has always been one that has struck 
me and challenged my prayer life.  

 A little background into the small book of 
Habakkuk: The prophet Habakkuk has a 
deep concern for the spiritual decline in 
Judah. The book consists of laments 
through his prayers to God asking how a 
just God could allow such evil to continue. 
God responds in chapter 2, verses 2-4 and 
reminds Habakkuk that at the appointed 
time, He will reveal His plan to those that 
are living by faith (vs. 4). The prophet con-
tinues in chapter 3 with “woe oracles” in 
which he gives reasons for why Babylon 
deserves the coming punishments.  As we 
approach verses 18-20, Babylon is con-
demned for their idolatry and the worship 
of inanimate objects that are attractive to 

the eye, but have no life (vs. 19). 

In contrast to idols, Habakkuk responds 
with this text in verse 20, “But, the Lord is 
in his holy temple, let all the earth keep 
silence before Him.” There are a few 
things I draw for this text that challenge 
me: 

God speaks to us. Of course we know this, 
but do we truly believe it? Maybe we 
haven’t heard from God because we are 
too busy talking. Have we sat and been 
still before the Lord to hear from Him?  

The whole earth is commanded to be si-
lent; God’s sovereignty is over the entire 
world. Only He is worthy to be given such 
reverence and honor. 

Silence helps us listen- Being silent and still 
helps us focus on the nature and works of 
God. Being still is necessary to help us fo-
cus in reverence on the divine nature of 
God. 

I like to take my dog on walks during the 

late hours of the night when I can hear the 
silence of the evening and when most are 
“winding down” and often in bed. I admit, 
it is hard for me to go on a walk without 
listening to music or talking on the phone. 
I often try to walk faster and let my mind 
wander to speed up the walk. When I 
catch myself doing this, I have to remind 
myself to walk slower, enjoy the silence, 
and reflect on God’s goodness. When I 
practice this, I often feel his presence 
around me, and I am reminded how small I 
am in this world and how big God is!  

God most certainly deserves our praise 
through loud singing and joyful worship, 
and we should not grow weary of doing 
so. However, we should also consider be-
ing silent and still—reflecting on the holi-
ness and sovereignty of our God who 
speaks to us. 

Love, 

Jason 

“Well done, my good and faithful servant.” 
Matthew 25:21 

I am very proud to be a member of First 
Baptist Church, where year after year you 
give generously to spread the gospel of 
Jesus Christ our Savior in the state ($9,914 
Georgia Barnette Offering), our country 
($10,520 Annie Armstrong Offering), and 
throughout the world ($15,000 Lottie 
Moon Offering). You gave to build a church 
and water wells in India ($16,000 to 
HopeGivers International), and safe drink-
ing water for our missionaries ($1,600 Pure 
Water Pure Love). You give and help with 
ministries: flood victims, homeless, foster 
children, college students, battered wom-
en, those in addiction rehab, and many 
more. Well done, you good and faithful 
servants. 

-Fran Drago, Director of Women’s Missions 
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If you would like to receive the Baptist Message, 
which is the news journal of the Louisiana Baptist 
Convention and is distributed every two weeks, 
please contact Sarah in the church office. The sub-
scription is free for FBC members. 

If you would like to make a donation to help cover 
the cost, you may do so. 

Jaquelle Crowe recently published an article for 
the Gospel Coalition entitled “My 3 Biggest fears 
as a Teenager.” This writing took a look at three 
different fears that most teenagers face during 
their time in middle and high school. The third 
fear given by the writer was loneliness and the 
fear of intimacy. I am in complete support of this 
understanding and believe this is the biggest fear 
of most teenagers. As a youth pastor, I get the 
amazing opportunity to build relationships with 
some amazing students. As I build these relation-
ships, my job is to help students remove the barri-
ers that hurt their walk with Christ. One of the 
most common hang-ups that trips up a student is 
the relationships they often find themselves in. 
The word “relationship” is often connected to an 
association between a boyfriend and girlfriend, 
but I use the term here to describe any connec-
tion a person has with another human being. 
Teenagers engage in relationships with friends, 

family, siblings, and through dating. These rela-
tionships that students find themselves in often 
have the biggest impact on their lives. These rela-
tionships carry a great deal of weight in the life of 
the student, and they will also be the biggest in-
fluences in their lives. If the student is surrounded 
with people that see no point in church, the 
chances are high that this student will also view 
the church in the same light. If teenagers fear 
loneliness, they will most likely do whatever it 
takes to avoid this fear. As parents, grandparents, 
and church family we need to make sure we are 
building strong relationships with our students. 
Our church must be a place where teenagers can 
come and learn what a true relationship looks 
like. They need to know that they have a place 
where they can come and have friendships that 
keep Christ at the center.  

Mason 
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