
Preachers and Preaching 

 
Define “preaching” in your own words. !
On a scale of 1 to 10 how satisfied are you in your preaching each week? !
What causes you to be dissatisfied? Your preparation? Your delivery? Your people’s response?  !
MOTIVATION FOR PREACHING: God’s glory 
Are there other motivations? Do you preach for adulation and approval of people? !
If we preach with idolatrous motives don’t be surprised when we produce idolatrous members.  God’s 
glory fuels our joy for preaching.  !
MEANS FOR PREACHING: God’s grace 
We are sinful preachers preaching to sinful people.  Both the preacher and the people need a great Savior.  !
METHOD FOR PREACHING: Christ-centered, expositional preaching.  
Preaching Wars: Expositional versus Topical/Textual 
1. Topical sermon: uses several passages to support a thesis about a particular topic or subject.  !
2. Textual sermon: uses a single passage but mainly to illustrate (or as a jumping off point to support) a 

thesis. !
3. Expository sermon: focuses on explaining a single passage, taking its entire outline and shape from the 

passage, and allows the sermon thesis to arise out of that process of text explanation. The point of the 
sermon must be the point of the writer of the Biblical text. To understand any particular text of the Bible, 
we must first put it into the ‘micro’ context--its historical and linguistic setting, in order to discern the 
immediate intent of the human author. But every Biblical text also has a ‘macro’ context--its place in the 
entire Bible which has as its purpose the revelation of Christ as the climax of all God’s redeeming activity 
in history. We must not only ask: ‘what did the human author intend to say to his historical audience?’ 
but also ‘why did God inscripturate this as a way of pointing to the salvation of his Son?’ (Tim Keller, 
Preaching The Gospel in A Post-Modern World). !

Missiological Reasons: 
1. Credibility: “If you ask why is expository preaching more important today, it is that we don’t have the 

authority that preachers had in the past. The truth we don’t have the authority that preachers had in the 
past. The truth is that --aside from people that have grown up in the church--the average person in our 
society does not give high grades to preachers as being intellectual or even moral leaders. . .Today a 
lawyer that’s defending a minister will do every thing that he can to keep the people in the jury from 
thinking of him as a minster. . .Therefore in a postmodern age one reason that we work with the biblical 
text is to have the authority of the text--and behind that the authority of God--behind what we 
say. . .” (Haddon Robinson) !

2. Bible Literacy: fewer and fewer people who attend our churches have any degree of Biblical literacy.  
Topical sermons, although can be “seeker friendly” often can leave an unchurch person confused and 
uncertain of how to navigate the pages of scripture.  The result is that can doubt the credibility of the 
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pastor that he is using the text in a non-manipulative way. Causes doubt in the authority of the preacher 
and the the text.  An expositional style of preaching helps the unchurch person see the logical flow of 
argument for truth or more effectively helps the listener to follow the storyline of scripture. !

3. Gospel Transformation:  true gospel transformation takes place when one encounters the Christ of 
scriptures.  !

The Craft of Preaching 
Preaching is a craft in which we must constantly hone and sharpen our skills in handling the word of God.  
Paul urges young Timothy to “Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who has 
no need to be ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth.” (2 Timothy 5:17).  !
1. Authors intended meaning. Instead of superimposing a meaning on the biblical text, the objective 
interpreter seeks to discover the author's intended meaning (the only true meaning). One must recognize 
that what a passage means is fixed by the author and is not subject to alteration by readers. "Meaning" is 
determined by the author; it is discovered by readers. !
2. Exegesis (drawing the meaning out of the text) versus Eisogesis (superimposing a meaning onto the 
text).  

a. Out of textual context - there is an immediate context and a broader context. Scripture interprets 
scripture.  
b. Out of genre context - the Bible contains a variety of literary genres, each of which has peculiar 
characteristics that must be recognized in order to interpret the text properly.  
c. Prescription and Description 
d. Indicatives (what God has done) and Imperatives (what we are to do). “Imperatives - Indicatives = 

impossibilities” - Tullian Tchividjian  The danger is that we separate the two. Hold law and grace 
together.  The law reminds us we need a savior, grace gives us that savior.   !

“When God’s people only hear the imperatives of the Word, they are forced to conclude that their holiness 
is a product of their efforts. What I needed to learn was that the cure was not preaching less of Scripture, but 
more. In particular I needed to learn to preach each text in its redemptive context. Thus, in context the text is 
never about moral instruction alone, but always about our dependence on the Savior to be and do what his 
Word requires.” (Preaching the Power of Grace, Brian Chapell). !
3. Interpret through the lens of the cross (see my blog entitle “Reading the Bible Through the 
Cross” (http://theresurgence.com/2013/07/06/reading-the-bible-through-the-cross)  !
The old preaching imperative, “make much of the blood,” reflects great wisdom about human motivation. 
The cross stimulates love for God, the Resurrection zeal for his purposes, and the Second Coming 
perseverance in his cause. All are necessary, but God’s mercy toward the undeserving – as it unfolds through 
Scripture and culminates in the Cross – is still the message that programs the heart to receive and employ all 
the other truths of the Gospel. (Preaching the Power of Grace, Brian Chapell). !
LIFTING UP CHRIST 
Kent Hughes tells of an African-American church where there is a very elderly, female member who has a 
particular concern that the sermons exalt Christ and do not degenerate into mere lecturing or moralizing. If 
she feels that the preacher is failing of his duty, she begins to call out, “Get him up! Get. . .him. . .up!” !
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One goal of preaching--lift up Christ and his salvation. Our preaching must give people a big sense of who 
Christ is and what he accomplished for us on the cross.  !
Tim Keller writes, “Christ likened himself to the serpent in the wilderness and spoke about his being ‘lifted 
up’ (John 3.14-15). This vivid metaphor includes at least two elements. When Christ was lifted up he was 1) 
crucified and 2) visible. The purpose of a sermon is to reveal the saving work of Christ vividly and 
powerfully to the spiritual ‘sight’ of hearers. Nothing could have a greater effect, for Jesus said, ‘when I am 
lifted up, I will draw all men to myself’ (John 12.32). The preacher aims to be a vehicle for that ‘drawing.’”  !
Preaching Christ in all of Scripture 
The gospel is at the heart of all scripture.  Every page is either preparation for the gospel, presentation of 
the gospel, or participation in the gospel.  So with every passage preach the gospel.   !
TRI-PERSPECTIVAL VIEW OF CHRIST-CENTERED PREACHING 
John Frame’s perspectivalism can and should be applied to preaching and to Christ-centered preaching in 
particular. Frame speaks of Biblical knowledge in terms of three perspectives: the normative, the 
situational, and the existential. Think in terms of head, heart, and hands. True knowledge requires all three. 
Here’s an introduction to how perspectivalism relates to preaching. Preaching should include the following 
perspectives: !
1. The “Prophetic” or Normative aspect. To expound and teach the text so they understand Christ. 
The aim is to explain the text in its overall Biblical context, which is always to ask “what does this tell me 
about the person/work/teaching of Jesus?” You haven’t expounded the text unless you have integrated its 
particular message with the climax of God’s revelation in Jesus Christ. The usual alternative is “to expound 
Biblical principles.” But too often that ignores “redemptive-historical” context and the biblical emphasis on 
relating all of the Christian life (all current application) to Christ as both motive and means for living 
Christianity. Head-how do we want people to think differently?  !
2. The “Priestly” or Existential aspect. To adore and worship with the text so that they rejoice in Christ. 
The aim is to experience Christ through the text as you present it, so the hearers have a true sense of God 
and His grace on their hearts. This is to ask: “how can I adore and rejoice in Christ from what I learned?” The 
typical alternative is simply “to provide information.” I may have a lot of information about the doctrines 
and duties revealed in Scripture but I don’t really know anything in the Biblical sense unless my whole self, 
including the heart is engaged at some level. Heart -how do we want people to feel differently?  !
3. The “Kingly” or Situational aspect. To apply and counsel with the text so that they apply the reality of 
the person and work of Christ to their lives. 
The aim is to use the text on the hearers’ practical life issues and problems, which is always to ask “how am I 
failing to rejoice in and live as if this were true about who Jesus is and what he did?” You haven’t really 
solved an individual or community problem unless you have shown how Christ is both the motive and the 
means to the solution. The typical alternative is “to call for moral reformation.” This approach merely 
exhorts people to try hard to live up to Biblical principles. As a result it fails to get at the roots of our 
problems with the power of Jesus and the cross.What do we want people to do differently? Hand - what do 
we want people to do in light of what Christ has done? Our preaching should not be done through the 
lens of do’s and don’ts, but in the shadow of the cross’s “done!” !
What we need as preachers is a high view of preaching but also a high view of Christ-centered preaching. 
We need to be committed, not only to showing people how Christ is central to all of the Christian life, but 
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also to leading people into a full knowledge of Christ that includes all the whole person. The goal is that 
people will see how all Scripture relates to Christ, understand and respond positively to the practical 
applications of Scripture in a Christ-centered way, and love and worship Christ from the heart as the center 
of their spiritual lives. !
WHAT ARE YOUR PREACHING TENDENCIES? 
The answer to this question lies in which type of prophet/priest/king you are? (Adapted from 
“Triperspectivalism: Drilling Down” by David Fairchild)  !
PROPHET/PROPHET 
Characteristics: Values precision, clarity, truth above practical application or emotional response. Tendency 
to intellectualize the gospel. 
Strengths: Effective communicator or biblical truth and guard against subjectivism. 
Weakness: May neglect the heart and pastoral care in favor of truth proclamation. !
PROPHET/PRIEST 
Characteristics: Goal in preaching is heartfelt worship over intellectual stimulation or practical application. 
Strengths: Ability to move emotions and affections through preaching, leading congregation to passionate 
worship. 
Weakness: May pursue emotional response to the detriment of sound doctrine. !
PROPHET/KING 
Characteristics: Values practical application; likes facts and figures. 
Strengths: Vision-casting; communicating strategy. 
Weakness: May incline listeners to behavior modification rather than gospel change.  !
Which type of prophet/priest/king are you? !
What are your strength?  How do you play to your strengths well? How are your strengths reflected in your 
congregation? !
What are your weakness?  How do your weakness keep you from preaching a Christ-Centered Sermon?  
How are your weakness reflected in your congregation? !
What changes need to be made in your sermon preparation and delivery?  !
TWO AUDIENCES: The Religious and Irreligious Lost. 
Richard Lovelace says that most people’s problems are just a failure to be oriented to the gospel-a failure 
to believe it through and through.  Luther and Calvin taught that not only was justification by faith in 
Christ’s work--not ours, but sanctification is also by faith in Christ’s work, not ours.  We confess this, but 
functionally nearly ever evangelical teaches that: 1) we are justified by faith in Christ’s work, and 2) we are 
sanctified by trying very, very hard to live according to Biblical principles (with the Holy Spirit’s help, of 
course). We must preach salvation by grace and sanctification by grace. The means by which we are 
justified in the same means by which we are sanctified.  !!!!
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Sanctifying 
Grace by Faith !!

  !
 Irreligious Lost       Religious Lost 

                     
         
             
             
             

     Justifying                        Repentance 
Grace by Faith !

A HUMBLE RELIANCE ON THE SPIRIT 
Thou hast placed me in Thy church as a bishop and pastor. Thou seest how unfit I am to administer this 
great and difficult office. Had I hitherto been without help from Thee, I would have ruined everything long 
ago. Therefore I call on Thee. I gladly offer my mouth and heart to Thy service. I would teach the people 
and I myself would continue to learn. To this end I shall meditate diligently on Thy Word. Use me, dear 
Lord, as Thy instrument. Only do not forsake me; for if I were to continue alone, I would quickly ruin 
everything. Amen.  - Martin Luther 

“I preach as never sure to preach again, and as a dying man to dying men.” - Richard Baxter !
But those in the pews will not be startled by the power of God’s word unless the preacher is. No one 
should be more surprised on Sunday morning than the person in the pulpit. - M. James Barnes, Pastor as 
Minor Poet.  !
Resources: 
1. Christ-centered preaching, Brian Chapell  
2. Preaching to the heart, Tim Keller 
3. Preaching and Preachers, Martin Lloyd-Jones 
4. The Pastor as Minor Poet, M. Craig Barnes 
5. The Supremacy of God in Preaching, John Piper 
6. Preaching Christ in all of Scripture, Edmund P. Clowney 
7. Between Two Worlds, John Stott 
8. Communicating for Change, Andy Stanley and Lane Jones 
9. How to deliver a TED Talk: Secrets of the World’s Most Inspiring Presentation, Jeremey Donovan
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