
SESSION FIVE | Gospel Motivation (Part 1) Gospel Manifesto  

GOSPEL MANIFESTO - [Matthew 5.1-12]
• John Stott refers to the Sermon on the Mount as a “manifesto.” The Sermon on the Mount is 

Jesus’ manifesto to a new kingdom in which he is the king who rules and reigns.  
• The Sermon on the Mount begins with a series of seemingly simple, beautiful and unstartling 

statements known as the beatitudes but when we truly understand what Jesus meant by these 
statements it will turn our worlds upside down.  It is a call to a whole different way of life.  It is 
a call to live your life in full view of the cross.  

• Start with the Cross.  Look upward before looking horizontally.
•

A. LIVING AT THE FOOT OF THE CROSS (Matthew 5.3-6)
1. A Gospel-Centered person is keenly aware of one’s spiritual poverty 
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” (v. 3)
The Sermon on the Mount produces despair in the hearts of the natural man, and that is the very thing 
Jesus means it to do, because as soon as we reach the point of despair we are willing to come as 
paupers to Jesus Christ and fully receive his grace.  Awareness of our spiritual poverty is the entrance 
into the kingdom of God. The knowledge of our own poverty brings us to the threshold of Christ’s 
transforming work in us.

Poverty in spirit is the awareness and admission that we are utterly sinful and without the moral virtues 
adequate to commend us to God (R. Kent Hughes).

This is the first principle of the kingdom.  Until we are grip by God’s grace with this beatitude then 
we cannot experience any other beatitudes.  The knowledge of our own poverty brings us to the 
threshold of Christ’s transforming work in us. It is not being economically poor. It is way more than 
just being humble.  It is at the core of what makes us humble.  
It is not just a position of humility it is a condition the Bible tells us we are all born into.

People tend to view their spiritual condition in 1 of 3 ways:

a. Rich in Spirit - The Pharisees & Moralist
Views the Beatitudes as something they can achieve on their own to earn their own salvation.  
This is called self-righteousness. This is the kind of guys you want to punch in the face but 
you don’t because you know that there is a little bit of spiritual snobbery in you.  Spiritual 
Snob – this is the spiritual equivalent of a snobbish prom queen.  She looks good on the 
outside but shallow and empty on the inside. Here is how you know if you view yourself as 
Rich in Spirit.  You think that God owes you something.  

b. Middle Class in Spirit – The Humanist
View the Beatitudes as a moral standard that we can strive for because we are all born 
basically good. Humanist believe that if we just give people opportunity and education that 
they will be good.  Since the dawn of the Age of Enlightenment we have simply become more 
creative and efficient in our sinning.  We have just become smarter in the way we kill each 
other. I am not suggesting we go back to the dark ages.  I am simply arguing that we are still 
spiritually powerless and that we go back to the gospel.  

c. Poor in Spirit – Citizens of the Kingdom of Heaven
Views the beatitudes as something that moral striving cannot obtain but can only be lived out 
through working power of the Gospel. What Jesus is preaching at the very beginning of 
the beatitudes is that our spiritual condition is absolutely impoverished. I know this is 
wildly unpopular in an age where self-empowerment, self-help and self-fulfillment reign 
supreme.
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 “The difference between a Christian and a Pharisee is a Pharisee repents only for their sins, but a 
Christian repents also for their righteousness."  Timothy Keller

 “There is no one righteous, not even one.  For all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of 
God.” [Romans 3.9, 23]

 “Everything that does not come from faith is sin.” [Romans 14.23]

“The man who is truly poor in spirit need not worry so much about his personal appearance and the 
impression he makes; he will always make the right impression.”  M. Lloyd-Jones

• How do you typically view yourself:  spiritually rich, spiritually middle class or spiritually 
poor. 

• How does seeing yourself other than spiritually impoverished shrink the cross in your 
heart and mind?

• How does seeing yourself as spiritually poor affect the way you relate to others?

2. A Gospel-Centered Person is quick to mourn his sin.
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.” (v.4)
The only response to seeing our spiritual bankruptcy is to mourn.  

For even if I made you grieve with my letter, I do not regret it—though I did regret it, for I see that that 
letter grieved you, though only for a while.  As it is, I rejoice, not because you were grieved, but 
because you were grieved into repenting. For you felt a godly grief, so that you suffered no loss 
through us. “For godly grief produces a repentance that leads to salvation without regret, whereas 
worldly grief produces death.” [2 Corinthians 7.8-10]

By God’s grace, when we see the depth of our spiritual depravity it produces a godly grief that 
produces the kind of repentance that leads to salvation. This godly grief that Paul speaks about is the 
same mourning that Jesus speaks about when we see the depth of our sin.  Godly Grief leads to true 
repentance.  Martin Luther’s famous 95 Thesis state that “the whole life of believers should be 
repentance.” Repentance is letting Christ turn your world upside down in such a way that every aspect 
of your life is oriented toward Christ and His Kingdom. Repentance is changing your mind about what 
is ultimate in your life.  My fear as your pastor is that many of you will walk out of here not convinced 
of your spiritual poverty and thus never truly mourn or grieve the depth of you sin.  

Let me try to convince you of your spiritual poverty another way.  Why do you think that we spend so 
much time and money on escaping the reality of our lives?  Why do we cram our lives for of shiny little 
gadgets and cram our calendars with business?  It could be because we are afraid that if we stood still 
long enough the echo of the emptiness of our souls would ring too loudly. We live in a world that runs 
from mourning.  This is what Jesus’ is talking about in Luke 6.25, “Woe to you who laugh now, for you 
shall mourn and weep.”  50 million people pour into Orlando to escape reality.  

Herman Bavink writes, “The more abundantly the benefits of civilization come streaming our way, the 
emptier our life becomes.”  “With all its wealth and power, it only shows that the human heart, in which 
God has put eternity (Ecc. 3.11), is so huge that all the world is too small to satisfy it.”  

If we are not careful the pleasures of this world can become pursuits to anesthetize (numb) us to the 
horror of sin. The problem is that the pleasures of this world are temporal reliefs from the horrors of 
sin, the gospel is the eternal release and relief of sin. The cross was meant to cause us to stand in 
absolute horror of our sin.  

Mourning is grieving the sin that is our own life but also grieving the sin that is in the world.  When we 
see the greatest poverty and pain in the world is a result of sin then we can no longer tolerate sin in 
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our own lives or in our communities. However, unless we mourn the sin first in our own lives before we 
mourn the sin of the world then we become like the Pharisees—prideful, critical and corrupt.  It is easy 
to overlook our own sin and become critical of the sins in the world. 

Our comfort and joy and the comfort and joy that we offer to the world is not founded in the temporal, 
fleeting pleasures of this world but in the eternal, unchanging truth of the gospel.  The great paradox 
that Jesus preached was that those who mourn will find deep joy.

“The man who truly mourns because of his sinful state and condition is a man who is going to repent; 
he is indeed, actually repenting already.  And the man who truly repents as a result of the work of the 
Holy Spirit upon him, is a man who is certain to be led to the Lord Jesus Christ.  Having seen his utter 
sinfulness and hopefulness, he looks for a Saviour, and he finds Him in Christ.  No one can truly know 
Him as his personal Saviour and Redeemer unless he has first of all known what it is to mourn. For it is 
when a man sees himself in this unutterable hopelessness that the Holy Spirit reveals unto him the 
Lord Jesus Christ as his perfect satisfaction.” (Martin Lloyd-Jones, Studies on the Sermon on the Mount 
p. 49)

If we truly mourn, we shall rejoice. This is something that follows as the night the day.

Our comfort is rooted in the Gospel.  It is the same feeling you would feel if you where shipwrecked 
deep at sea without any hope and then out of nowhere you where rescued by the Coast Guard.

Our joy and comfort is rooted in truth that because of Christ work on the cross we are:
• Justified – made completely righteous before God and forgiven because of Christ work on the 

cross (Colossians 2.13-15). 
• Sanctified – we have been given the Holy Spirit who works in us (1 Thessalonians 5.23).
• Glorified – the hope of the completed work of Christ (Philippians 1.6).

Chuck Colson, was the chief counsel for President http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
President_of_the_United_States Richard Nixon http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richard_Nixon from 1969 
to 1973 and while he was commonly named as one of the Watergate Seven http://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/Watergate_Seven.  He recounts this story in his book, Who Speaks for God?  “That night when 
I. . .sat alone at my car, my own sin—not just dirty politics, but the hatred and evil so deep within me—
was thrust before my eyes, forcefully and painfully.  For the first time in my life, I felt unclean, and 
worst of all, I could not escape.  In those moments of clarity I found myself driven irresistibly into the 
arms of the living God.”

Why the cross? The cross was meant to cause us to stand in absolute horror of our sin, but it was also 
meant to show us the riches of God’s forgiveness and grace.  

“The more you see your own flaws and sins, the more precious, electrifying, and amazing God's grace 
appears to you. But on the other hand, the more aware you are of God's grace and acceptance in 
Christ, the more you able you are to drop your denials and self-defenses and admit the true 
dimensions of your sin. The sin under all other sins is a lack of joy in Christ.” Timothy Keller

• Why is it important for a leader to be quick to recognize his sin and repent?
• How does this instill confidence in the ones you lead?

3. A Gospel-Centered person lives a life of meekness.
“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.” (v. 5)

“Humility is honestly assessing ourselves in light of God’s holiness and our sinfulness.” C. J. Mahaney

• Meekness is not equated to weakness.  How does one live a life of meekness without 
coming across weak? 

3. A Gospel-Centered person hungers for righteousness and the one who is righteous.
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“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.” (v. 6)

Righteousness is the desire to be free from the power and desire of sin. Righteousness is one’s 
supreme desire in life is to know God and be in fellowship with Him.  Satisfaction, true satisfaction, can 
only be found in Christ and him alone.  Satisfaction comes only when we taste of the glorious riches 
that are found in the person of Jesus Christ.

Paradox:  Blessed are those who hunger and thirst.  Jesus reveals a great paradox:  satisfied yet thirsty; 
filled yet hungry. To truly experience Christ is to crave more and more of him. When you experience a 
little bit of Christ it should cause us to crave more and more of him.  

HOW IS YOUR APPETITE? What do you crave to satisfy your soul?  Don’t be too quick to say Jesus.  I 
know that is the right answer but is it answer you truly believe.  Is righteousness your life’s pursuit?

B.  LOVING FROM THE FOOT OF THE CROSS (Matthew 5.7-12)

4. A Gospel-Centered person pursues a life of mercy. 
 “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.” (v. 7)
Mercy comes from mercy. Mercy is produced in us by God’s grace as we see our spiritual poverty; we 
mourn our sin and are comforted by God’s grace and mercy.  This leads to a pursuit of righteousness.  
The righteous life is one that pursues mercy.  Mercy moves toward need not away from need. The 
greatest demonstration of mercy the world has ever known.  In this single act of mercy it made it 
possible for us to be forgiven of a debt of sin that we had no hope of repaying ourselves a part from 
his mercy.  An amazing mercy that Christ so freely gives to us is a mercy that must overflow out of our 
lives. The cross makes this possible!  We must live every moment of our lives in full view of the cross.  
It will make us merciful people.  

• Have I seen need but have not been moved?
• Do I carry bitterness because I have failed to forgive?
• Have I ever personally experienced such mercy and forgiveness?

5. A Gospel-Centered person pursues a life of purity. 
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.” (v. 8)

I believe Jesus is referring to at least two things:  a cleansed heart and single-focused heart.  

“Better to be blind and see with your heart, than to have two good eyes and see nothing.” -- Helen 
Keller 

Far too many of us have two good eyes but we don’t see God.  We don’t see him with our hearts 
because we do not have pure hearts.  This is the ultimate goal of being pure in heart—that we will see 
and savor Christ above all things.  When our hearts become cleansed and single devoted toward God 
we begin to see God in ways that we could never have imagined. One of the great challenges of the 
church is that we witness with our mouths about Jesus as our savior and our action give witness to 
other saviors.  

• What false saviors does your life give witness too? 

6. A Gospel-Centered person pursues a life of peace.
“Blessed are   http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=Matt+5%3A9%2CJames+3%3A18the 
peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.” (v. 9)

It takes a much greater warrior to wage peace than it does to wage war. The end goal of the gospel is 
peace.  Our goal of gospel-centered people is to bring peace to the world around us so that the world 
will crave the one who is peace.  
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For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him to reconcile to himself all 
things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross. [Colossians 1.19-20]

• Do I have peace with God?
• Do I need to seek to reconcile a broken relationship?
• How do I seek to bring peace in my world? 

7. A Gospel-Centered pursues mercy, purity and peace regardless of the cost. 
“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
“Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely 
on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the 
prophets who were before you. (vs. 10-12)

C. COMMUNITY AT THE FOOT OF THE CROSS (Matthew 5.13-16)
Imagine what a community of people would look like if they lived together at the foot of the cross?  
They would be salt and light—a city set upon a hill. 

GOSPEL RESPONSE
Repentance – how have I made the Gospel all about me?

Faith – how have I seen the Gospel differently? 

Obedience – what area of my life can I allow the Gospel to inform and transform the way I feel, relate 
to others or to God? 
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