
 

 

SESSION TWO | The Gospel Message (Part 2) Living in Full View of the Cross 
 

 
1. The Gospel Assumed  
“The Gospel” is a phrase that Christians often use without fully understanding it’s implication for all of life.  Christians 
speak, teach and preach about the Gospel with the assumption that we fully understand its depth, beauty, truth and power.  
When we live with a truncated view of the Gospel, we see the Gospel as just the “door” in which we enter into God’s 
kingdom.  But the Gospel is so much more!  It is not just the door, but the path we are to walk every day of the Christian 
life.  It is not just the means of our salvation, but the means of our transformation.  It is not simply deliverance from sin’s 
penalty, but release from sin’s power.  The Gospel is what makes us right with God (justification), and it is also what frees us 
to delight in God (sanctification).  The on-going working power of the Gospel must never be assumed in one’s life.  If one is 
to grow in maturity in Christ, one must deepen and enlarge their understanding of the Gospel as God’s appointed means for 
personal and communal transformation.

 1
  One must live every moment of their life in full view of the Cross. 

 
2. Three Ways to Live  
God has revealed Himself and His plan of redeeming the world through the Scriptures.  This good news or Gospel is that 
Jesus lived, died, and rose from the dead, ascended into heaven, which removes the barrier that exists between God and 
man for those who have faith in Jesus.  This is news that one must respond to. 
 
There are 3 ways to respond to God’s revelation of Himself and His plan for this world: 
 

1. Religion (moralism):  I trust in my own ability to obey God to be accepted by Him. 
2. Irreligion (relativism):  I decide my own truth and meaning in this world outside of God. 
3. Gospel (Christianity):  I am accepted perfectly in Jesus therefore I can obey God. 

 
When one becomes a Christian, the tendency is to jump from irreligion (disregard for God) to religion (working to be 
accepted by God).  The way we know Jesus is not by moving from irreligion to religion, but by a life oriented AROUND the 
GOSPEL (I am accepted through Jesus therefore I get to obey). 
 
3. Traditional Spiritual Formation Chart 
 
 
 
 Lost (Irreligious)  “spiritual maturity” (Religious) 
 

Conversion 
 
Which way have I tended to live?  
 
4. Cross-Centered Spiritual Formation Chart 
“For in the Gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: 
‘The righteous will live by faith’” – Romans 1.17; Habakkuk 2.4 
 

Sanctifying 
Grace by Faith 

 
 
  

Lost (Irreligious)  
 

Justifying 
Grace by Faith 
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5. Gospel vs. Religion  
The Gospel changes you and changes the motivation, purpose and goals of everything you do.  God becomes the goal of 
everything you do, not to gain acceptance (religion) or avoid Him (irreligion), but to find your pleasure in Him (Gospel).  This 
life centered around the Gospel of Jesus has huge implications on your relationship with God, yourself, and the world.  
 
Differences between ‘religion’ and the ‘Gospel’
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RELIGION        GOSPEL 
 

“I obey-therefore I’m accepted”     “I’m accepted-therefore I obey.” 
 
Motivation is based on fear and insecurity.   Motivation is based on grateful joy. 
 
I obey God in order to get things from God.   I obey God to get to GOD:  to delight and resemble Him. 
 
When circumstances in my life go wrong, I am angry  When circumstances in my life go wrong, I struggle but I  
at God or myself, since I believe, like Job’s friends that  I know my punishment fell on Jesus and that while he may 
anyone who is good deserves a comfortable life.  allow this for my training, he will exercise his Fatherly love  
         within my trial. 
 
When I am criticized I am furious or devastated    When I am criticized I struggle, but it is not critical for me to 
because it is critical that I think of myself as a ‘good  think of myself as a ‘good person’.  My identity is not built on  
person’.  Threats to that self-image must be    my record or performance but on God’s love for me in Christ.  
I destroyed at all costs.      can take criticism.  That’s how I became a Christian. 
 
My prayer life consists largely of petition and it only  My prayer life consists of generous stretches of praise and  
heats up when i am in a time of need.  My main    adoration.  My main purpose is fellowship with Him. 
purpose in prayer is control of the environment. 
 
My self-view swings between two poles.  If and when  My self-view is not based on a view of my self as a moral 
I am living up to my standards, I feel confident, but  achiever.  In Christ I am simul iustus et peccator -  
then I am prone to be proud and unsympathetic to   simultaneously sinful and lost yet accepted in Christ.  I am so 
to failing people.  If and when I am not living up to  bad he had to die for me and I am so loved he was glad to die  
standards, I feel humble, but not confident-I feel  for me.  This leads me to deeper and deeper humility and  
like a failure.         confidence at the same time.  Neither swaggering nor 

sniveling. 
 
My identity and self-worth are based mainly on how   My identity and self-worth are centered on the one who died 
hard I work.  Or how moral I am, and so I must look  for His enemies, who was excluded from the city for me.  I am  
down on those I perceive as lazy or immoral, I disdain  saved by sheer grace.  So I can’t look down on those who 
and feel superior to ‘the other.‘     believe or practice something different from me.  Only by 

grace am I what I am.  I’ve no inner need to win arguments. 
 
Since I look to my own pedigree or performance for   I have many good things in my life-family, work, spiritual  
acceptability, my heart manufactures idols.  It may be   disciplines, etc.  But none of these good things are ultimate 
my talents, my moral record, my personal discipline,   things to me.  None of them are things I absolutely have to 
my social status, etc.  I absolutely have to have them  have, so there is a limit to how much anxiety, bitterness, and  
so they serve as my main hope, meaning, happiness,  despondency they can inflict on me when they are security, 
and significance, whatever I may say I believe about  threatened and lost. 
God. 
 
 
Which aspect of the Gospel above do I need to most preach to myself?  
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6. Living in full view of the Cross 
The starting point of the Christian life 
(conversion) comes when by God’s grace I 
first become aware of the gap between God’s 
holiness and sinfulness. When I am converted, 
I trust and hope in Jesus, who has done what I 
could never do, He has bridged the gap 
between my sinfulness and God’s holiness.  
He absorbed the wrath of God upon himself 
so that I could experience his mercy.  He put 
Himself were only I deserved to be so that I 
could be in a place that only he deserved to 
be.  
 
7. The Cross Looms Large 
At the point of conversion, however, I have a very limited view of God’s holiness and of my sin. The more I grow in my 
Christian life, the more I grow in my awareness of God’s holiness and of my flesh and sinfulness.  Through reading the Bible, 
experiencing the Holy Spirit’s conviction, and living in community with other people, the extent of God’s greatness and the 
extent of my sin become increasingly clear and vivid.  It is not that God is becoming more holy, or that I am becoming more 
sinful.  But my awareness of both is increasing.  I am increasingly seeing God as He actually is (Isaiah 55:8-9) and myself as I 
actually am (Jeremiah 17:9-10).  As my understanding of my sin and of God’s holiness grows, something else also grows: my 
appreciation and love for Jesus.  His mediation, His sacrifice, His righteousness, and His gracious work on my behalf become 
increasingly sweeter and more powerful to me.  The cross looms larger and more central in my life as I rejoice in the Savior 
who died upon it.  
 
“All inadequate [teachings of the cross] are due to inadequate teachings of God and man. If we bring God down to our level 
and raise ourselves to His, then of course we see no need for a radical salvation, let alone for a radical [cross] to secure it. 
When, on the other hand, we have glimpsed the blinding glory of the holiness of God, and have been so convicted of our sin 
by the Holy Spirit that we tremble before God and acknowledge that we are, namely ‘hell-deserving sinners,’ then and only 
then does the necessity of the cross appear so obvious that we are astonished we never saw it before.” – John Stott, The 
Cross of Christ 
 
When we come to know Christ, we become conscious of three basic truths: 

a. God’s holiness: “God is Holy.” 
b. The depth of our sin: “I am a sinner.” 
c. The complete sufficiency of Christ’s atoning work to make us fully acceptable before the Father: “Jesus is the Savior 

of sinners” (Gospel Transformation). 
 
The Gospel becomes a journey of living in full view of the cross.  It is daily reminding ourselves of what Christ accomplished 
on our behalf on the cross and living every moment of our lives on that truth.  It is daily learning more and more of God’s 
holiness and seeing more of our sin in light of that holiness.  We are continually faced with two options: 
 

a. We can live daily in full view of the cross, seeing the cross as big enough to bridge the gap between God’s holiness 
and my sinfulness.  When we cling to the cross we cling to Christ’s righteousness and perfection.  We live daily in 
repentance of our sin and rejoicing in our true identity in Christ.   

b. We can shrink the cross by inventing “another Gospel” to justify ourselves and relieve our guilt. 
 
8.  Preach the Gospel to Yourself 
One of the most transforming disciplines you can develop is to preach the Gospel to yourself daily.  In order live in full view 
of the cross and allow the truth of the Gospel to define every moment of your life, you must know it well and remind 
yourself of it often.  The following are quotes from pastors and theologians who have helped me to look at the beauty of 
the multi-faceted jewel that is the Gospel:   
 

“Reminding ourselves of the Gospel is the most important daily habit we can establish.  If the Gospel is the most 
vital news in the world, and if salvation by grace is the defining truth of our existence, we should create ways to 
immerse ourselves in these truths every day.  No days off allowed. . .Your audience is your own heart.  And the 

Lost 

                 Growing Awareness of My  Sinfulness 

Conversion 

 Growing awareness of God’s Holiness 
 

 Growing awareness of God’s Holiness 
 



 

 

message is simple: Christ died for you sins.  It’s a matter of sitting down, grabbing your own attention, and telling 
yourself, “Hey, listen up! This is what matters most: You’re forgiven! You have hope! Your hope is based on the 
sacrifice of Jesus. So lets’ not view this day any other way.  Let today be governed by this one defining truth.”  
(Living the Cross Centered Life by C.J. Mahaney pg. 132-133). 
 
“God did not give us His Gospel just so we could embrace it and be converted.  Actually, He offers it to us every day 
as a gift that keeps on giving to us everything we need for life and godliness... We extract these benefits by being 
absorbed in the Gospel, speaking it to ourselves when necessary, and by daring to reckon it true in all we do.”  (The 
Gospel Primer by Milton Vincent pg 5). 
 
“My hope lives not because I am not a sinner, but because I am a sinner for whom Christ died; my trust is not that I 
am holy, but that being unholy, He is my righteousness.  My faith rests not upon what I am, or shall be, or feel, or 
know, but in what Christ is, in what He has done, and in what He is now doing for me.”  (Morning and Evening-Sept 
25 by C.H. Spurgeon) 
 
There is simply no other way to compete with foreboding of my conscience, the condemings of my heart, and the 
lies of the world and the Devil than to overwhelm such things with daily rehearsings of the Gospel.”  (The Gospel 
Primer by Milton Vincent, p. 14) 
 
“You are loved and accepted by God through the merit of Jesus, and you are blessed by God through the merit of 
Jesus. Nothing you ever do will cause Him to love you any more or any less. (Transforming Grace by Jerry Bridges, p 
73) 
 
“Remember, therefore, it is not thy hold of Christ that saves thee-it is Christ; it is not thy joy in Christ that saves 
thee-it is not even faith in Christ, though that be the instrument-it is Christ’s blood and merits; therefore, look not 
so much to thy hand with which thou art grasping Christ, as to Christ; look not to thy hope, but to Jesus, the source 
of thy hope; look not to they faith, but to Jesus, the author and finisher of thy faith.  We shall never find happiness 
by looking at our prayers, our doings, or our feelings; it is what Jesus is, not what we are, that gives rest to the 
soul.” (Morning and Evening- June 28 by C.H. Spurgeon.) 
 
“Learn to know Christ and him crucified.  Learn to sing to him and say, ‘Lord Jesus, you are my righteousness, I am 
your sin.  You took on you what was mine; yet set on me what was yours.  You became what you were not, that I 
might become what I was not’.” (Martin Luther)  
 
Remember the Gospel! – “There is nothing in us or done by us, at any stage of our earthly development, because of 
which we are acceptable to God.  We must always be accepted for Christ’s sake, or we cannot be accepted at all.  
This is not true of us only when we believe.  It is just as true after we have believed.  It will continue to be true as 
long as we live... it is always on His ‘blood and righteousness’ alone that we can rest.” (B.B. Warfield) 
 

A biblically faithful Gospel is not that of unconditional love.  It’s not “God accepts you as you are.”  To think in this way 
greatly diminishes the cross.  The Gospel is far better than unconditional love.  God has contraconditional love for you.  The 
Gospel says, “God accepts you just as Christ is.”  Christ bears the wrath of God that we rightfully deserve because of our sin 
and gives us His righteousness that makes us wholly acceptable to God.  God never accepts me as I am.  He accepts me “as I 
am in Christ Jesus.”  C.J. Mahaney writes in his essay “The Idol Factory” that, “The center of gravity is different.  The true 
Gospel does not allow God’s love to be sucked into the vortex of the soul’s lust for acceptability and worth in and of itself.”  
Rather, a true Gospel radically reorients people to look beyond themselves and to the cross for their acceptability, value 
and worth.   
 

“May the Lord bring us in contemplation to Calvary, then our position will no longer be that of the pompous man of 
pride, but we shall take the humble place of one who loves much because much has been forgiven him.  Pride 
cannot live beneath the cross.  Let us sit there and learn our lesson, and then rise and carry it into practice.”   
(Morning and Evening-June 3 by C.H. Spurgeon). 

 
There is no such thing as a Godless moment.  He is unwaveringly working all things out for His glory.  We must see every 
moment of our lives in response to the ongoing work of the Gospel in and through our lives.  Every relationship, every 



 

 

opportunity, every conflict, every seeming coincidence is God working in you and me to transform every aspect of our lives 
by the power of the Gospel.  Cling to the cross, regardless of the circumstance. 
 
PRACTICAL WAYS TO PREACH THE GOSPEL TO YOURSELF   

 Meditate upon the Gospel (Isaiah 53.3-6; Romans 3.23-26; 5.6-11; 8.32-39; 1Cor 15.3-4; 2 Cor 5.21; Galatians 2.21) 

 Pray the Gospel (Hebrews 4.16) – the whole reason we can enter into the presence of a Holy and Righteous God is 
because of the work of Christ on the Cross. 

 Sing the Gospel (Amazing Grace – John Newton, When I survey the wondrous cross – Isaac Watts). 

 Remember how the Gospel has transformed your life (1 Timothy 1.13). 

 Study the Gospel – to grow in your passion for what Jesus has done, increase your understanding of what He has 
done (ordo salutis).  David Prior said, “We never move on from the cross, only into a more profound understanding 
of the cross.” 

 Practice incarnating the Gospel.  Be a friend to sinners and engage in incarnational ministries.  
 
9. Captivated by the Cross  
To counteract our sinful tendency to shrink the Gospel, we must constantly nourish our minds on biblical truth.  We need to 
know and see and savor the holy, righteous character of God.  And we need to identify and admit and feel the depth of our 
brokenness and sinfulness.  We don’t need to do these things because “that’s what Christians are supposed to do.”  Rather, 
we make this our aim because it is the life God wants for us – a life marked by transforming joy and hope and love. 
 
Growing in the Gospel means seeing more of God’s holiness and more of my sin.  And because of what Jesus has done for 
us on the cross, we need not fear seeing God as He really is or admitting how broken we really are.  Our hope is not in our 
own goodness, nor in the vain expectation that God will compromise His standards and “grade on a curve.”  Rather, we rest 
in Jesus as our perfect Redeemer – the one who is “our righteousness, holiness, and redemption” (1 Cor. 1:30). 
 
In Galatians 6.14, Paul gives us a fascinating glimpse into how his faith in the Gospel transformed him when he writes, “May 
I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been crucified to me and I to the 
world.”  John Stott writes, “Paul’s whole world was in orbit around the cross. I filled his vision, illumined his life, warmed his 
spirit. He “gloried” in it.  It meant more to him than anything else. . .This Greek word translated here as “boast” has no exact 
equivalent in English.  It means to glory in, trust in, revel in, live for.  In a word, our glory is our obsession.”  This is what it 
means to live daily in full view of the cross. 
 
GOSPEL RESPONSE 
Repentance – do I tend to toward religion (moralism) or irreligion (relativism)? 
 
Faith – how do I need to preach the Gospel to myself?  
 
Obedience – what area of my life can I allow Gospel to inform and transform the way I feel and relate to others or to God?  
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