
 

SESSION ONE | The Gospel Message (Part 1) 
 

 
A. WHAT YOU BELIEVE REALLY MATTERS 
All of us are theologians. And we are continually working out our theology – it is being demonstrated in how we live (James 
2:14-26). Our beliefs about God, the Gospel and ourselves will be seen in what we do. 
 
B. MESSAGE OF FIRST IMPORTANCE 
The Apostle Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 15.1-4, “Now I would remind you, brothers, of the Gospel I preached to you, which 
you received, in which you stand, and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached to you—unless 
you believed in vain. For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in 
accordance with the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures.” 
 
If this is the message of first importance, then how does this truth shape every aspect of our lives?  How does it inform and 
transform our lives? 
 
 
How are the people we lead, live with, and work with being shaped by this message? 
 
 
C. THE STARTING POINT: THE GOSPEL MESSAGE 
A Gospel-centered church doesn’t first ask the question, “What works best?”  Instead, it asks, “How do we best display who 
God is and what He has done in and through Jesus Christ appropriately within the culture we are sent to?”  
 
Our goal is not to convert people to our church. Our goal is to see them converted to Jesus through the Gospel so that they 
can BE THE CHURCH on mission that truly declares and demonstrates the Gospel in all of life.  Therefore, our starting point 
in thinking through what our church should be like must be informed by the Gospel. 
 
D. TWO GOSPEL PERSPECTIVES  
You can read the Bible through two lenses:  Systematic or Narrative 
 

1. Systematic is the personal redemptive implication of the Gospel. Through this lens we come to understand the 
MEANS of salvation – the Gospel Power (Ephesians 2.8-9).   

 
REGENERATION – JUSTIFCATION – SANCTIFICATION – GLORIFICATION 

 
In this case, the Good News is that God, in and through the work of Jesus Christ and the power of His Spirit 
(regeneration), accepts us (justification), AND changes us (sanctification) to ultimately glorify God in every aspect of our 
life (glorification).   

 
2. Narrative is the historical redemptive implication of the Gospel. It is the story line of scripture.  Through this lens 

we come to understand the REASON for salvation—the Gospel Purpose (Ephesians 2.10, 14-22).  
 

CREATION – FALL – REDEMPTION - RESTORATION 
 
 CREATION:  Genesis 1 & 2 - The beauty of God’s original creation is described in Genesis 1 & 2.   The world as God 

intended it to be, with humans made in His image, full of worth, value and dignity in perfect relationship with Him and 
each other.  Deep within all of us is a desire to have this world as it was originally intended to be.   

  
 FALL:  Genesis 3 - The Bible clearly acknowledges that man has been separated from God through the rebellion of our 

first parents, Adam and Eve.  From this point on the entire world has been in rebellion against God.  We live in a broken 
world.    
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 REDEMPTION:  Genesis 3 through Revelation 19 - God in His infinite mercy and grace, sent His only Son, Jesus Christ, 
into the world.  Jesus lived the perfect life we can never live and died the death we all deserve.  He bore our 
punishment, so that by believing in Him we could be in a right relationship with God.  By believing in His literal life, 
death and resurrection and surrendering our lives to Him is the only means of salvation.  

 
 RESTORATION:  Revelation 21 - One day Jesus will return to FULLY establish His Kingdom and His reign.  At that time He 

will usher in a new heaven and a new earth.  There will be one final, consummate judgment, where Jesus puts the 
world to rights.  Until that time, we get to be His agents for good and change in this world.  

 
God, in Jesus Christ has given us both the MESSAGE of reconciliation (the Gospel Power) and the MINISTRY of reconciliation 
(Gospel Purpose).   
 
What happens if we only teach the means of salvation and not the reason for salvation? 
 
 
 
E. Why We Need Both Gospel Perspectives 
We must know the Gospel Power (Regeneration/Justification/Sanctification/Glorification) and the Gospel Purpose 
(Creation/Fall/Redemption/Restoration) and see them both as God’s story together – Systematic and Narrative.   
 
When we preach both the Gospel Power and the Gospel Purpose it’s connects the story of people’s lives to a great, 
redemptive story that is unfolding through history.  This gives meaning and purpose to people’s lives.   
 
If we only focus on the Gospel Work (Power of the Gospel – what Jesus did), but do not know the Gospel story (Purpose of 
the Gospel – what Jesus is doing through the Church), we will tend toward a Gospel that is about saving individuals and miss 
the mission of the Gospel – it becomes ABOUT us. 
 

“God is at the center of the Gospel word.  Yet much of evangelism tends to place people in that position.  The Gospel 
becomes skewed toward me and how Jesus meets my needs.  But the Gospel Jesus proclaimed is about God exercising 
His life-giving rule through His Messiah for His glory.”  (Tim Chester & Steve Timmis, Total Church p. 55) 

 
If we only focus on the Gospel Power, but miss the Gospel Purpose, we will tend to produce “Consumer Christians” verses 
“Missional Christians.”   The “consumer church” is seen as a dispenser of religious goods and services.  People come to 
church to be “fed,” to have their needs met through quality programs, and to have the professionals teach their children 
about God.  “I go to church.”  The Missional Church is seen as a body of people sent on a mission who gather in community 
to celebrate the grace, goodness and glory of God.  “We are the church.”  
 
If we only focus on the Gospel Story, but miss the Gospel Work, we will tend toward works of man without the power of 
God (We believe it is up to us to change the world AND we are more acceptable and significant to God by doing more) – it 
becomes DEPENDENT UPON us. 
 
THE STORY IS ALL ABOUT HIM… IT’S NOT ABOUT US!  
 
 
GOSPEL RESPONSE 
Repentance – how have I made the Gospel all about me? 
Faith – how have I seen the Gospel differently?  
Obedience – what area of my life can I allow Gospel to inform and transform the way I feel, relate to others or to God?  


