
ESL Teaching Position 

Thank you for your interest in serving as an ESL teacher with Verità Di Grazia Ministries.  We are a 
church-planting ministry in Chiavari, Italy, devoted to reaching, equipping and sending Italians for Christ. 
Within this church-planting ministry effort, we have many ways we try to reach our city for Christ.  Every 
year, we run two semesters of ESL (English as a Second Language) as a way to serve the community and 
develop contacts and relationships in that community.  It’s always fun to meet with the students, get to know 
them and look for opportunities to share the gospel.  In fact, this will be your real job if you are accepted to 
the position of ESL teacher with Verità Di Grazia Ministries.  The first ESL school semester (fall) usually 
begins around the 4th week of September and finishes the first week of December.  The second semester 
(spring) starts the beginning of the third week of February and finishes the 2nd of May.  Both semesters are 
within 90 days so you will only need a passport (not a visa) if you come to serve.  In Fall of 2015, we finished 
our 8th semester and had over 140 students.  It was a blast!!  

The position is a support-supported position so you are required to raise your own support.  In most cases, 
your church will help you and will even allow funds to be funneled through the church donation system.  This 
is the best way to raise support with the encouragement of your church.  Some churches have even put the 
teachers’ total raised on their church web site to keep church members up to date on their progress.  We 
require that you have people give to a non-profit entity (as opposed to directly to you) so as to maintain 
accountability and for the giver to obtain the small benefit of a tax deduction for their giving.  It is possible to 
raise your support through Italian Ministries USA, our sister ministry but there are some conditions including 
a monthly update and 2% of each gift is taken out for administrative costs.  In the future, it may be possible 
to raise support directly for Verità di Grazia Ministries but we are still working out the details. 

Currently, the amount to be raised for the 4 weeks from the 2nd week of Oct to the 2nd week of Dec is about 
$4,500 and covers all including your flight (with the exception of your personal travel needs).  We normally 
need to remind teachers that in Italy, we use Euros and since the dollar is not very strong against the Euro, 
everything costs more.  Each teacher who has done well here has always raised their support to come and as 
we always say, “If God guides, God provides.”  We do ask that teachers provide a basic, weekly update on 
how their support raising is going.  Most teachers have been really creative from the basics of sending out a 
letter to everyone to doing car washes, garage sales, auctions of items & services friends donated, Italian 
dinner nights, Sunday school or church presentations, etc., etc., etc.  It actually can be very fun. 

A very important point is that we are looking for mature, godly Christians who have a testimony of a 
radically changed heart and life through faith in Christ.  This does not mean you had to be an extremely 
evil person before coming to Christ; it does mean you need to know you were evil in your heart, that the 
tendency of your flesh is constantly toward evil and you realize that by the Spirit, you are to die to self in every 
way possible.  This speaks to the need we have of humble, teachable individuals who do not have a problem 
with authority and are ready to serve in any capacity, whenever they can, wherever they can.  We 
unfortunately cannot hamper the ministry by spending a lot of time on emotional or relational issues with 
those who cannot follow directions or are inflexible or unfaithful and lack persistence.  And anyone who is 
coming to just travel Italy will be seriously disappointed.  You will be able to travel some.  But your job is to 
work 6 days a week to reach Italians for Christ (even though you will have plenty of down and free time).  If 
you don’t think you have the discipline or are willing to put in the effort to make calls and send texts each 
week, 3-4 times a week and meet with students faithfully (5-7 students each week), then you probably should 
not come.  On the other hand, if you’re coming with a real heart to reach Italians and you are more than 
willing to work hard and give it your all and go after relationships with these students as if their life sort of 
depended on it?  You will have a blast meeting with the students over pizza or gelato, meeting at the beach or 
the local piazza.  And you will see that more than work, it is incredibly fun.  And having the privilege of 
sharing the gospel with them?  Priceless. 

And this emphasizes another point: Your cover job is your ESL teaching job. Your real job is developing 
relationships so as to share the gospel.  It's a great job!  You get to go bowling, hiking, have a short film night, 
eat Italian food, have an American breakfast, Thanksgiving dinner, meet for cappuccino (lots actually) and all 
you have to do is love and pursue the students and find Spirit-led opportunities to share the best news in life 
which most of them have never heard before. Sound like a deal?  But you do need to be prepared to share the 
gospel regularly.  So if you come and you’re good at doing all the above (teaching, relationship-building, etc.) 
but never open your mouth and share the gospel?  This would be a total failure. 
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Teaching ESL 

You do not need to have a teaching certificate (though it doesn’t hurt!). The classes are very easy to teach and 
we have a certified curriculum we use that makes it even easier.  However, it is important to have a good 
understanding of English Grammar, Vocabulary and Spelling.  If you don’t currently have a good handle on 
English, we will require you to touch up on it, possibly even taking an online course.  Or otherwise, it will not 
go well.  Classes are Monday through Thursday evenings, teachers otherwise meet and reach the students six 
days out of the week (one day off during each week).  A good deal of this is meetings individually but the rest 
of it will be activities like the ones listed above. Our teachers get to do all sorts of fun things and get to travel 
often (and we give them all sorts of time off when possible including 3-day weekends).  Most teachers say it’s 
the easiest and most fun job they’ve ever had.  But we do need faithful, reliable, flexible, serious teachers.  If 
you don’t feel like you are extremely flexible, please don’t come ☺ 

Normally our teachers who are new to Italian focus primarily on the Advanced and Intermediate classes but 
we also like to get them involved with the students who don't know English at all (our Base classes). Our 
students love their ESL teachers and are curious about the teachers’ lives and want to know why they’d come 
and do this for free so it provides opportunities to share the gospel.  Though not required to teach, you are 
required to do your very best to learn Italian so as to develop relationships and it helps with the classes so we 
ask our teachers to begin learning and try to do some good prep before arriving in Italy.  We will provide your 
memory cards on verses and there will be Italian classes, material and tutoring for you. 

Adapting to the Culture 

This also brings up another issue. Italy is different…very different. You must be flexible and try your best to                   
adapt. Unfortunately, Americans struggle to adapt. This is not an easy, fun, comfortable lifestyle. Italy does                
not have drive-through restaurants all over the country. The economy does not seek to serve               
customers…customers are rarely right, the business owner is almost always right! Italians rarely have clothes               
dryers let alone dishwashers. Garbage disposals by and large cannot be found anywhere. Anything to do with                 
the government is all done with paperwork and takes the normal time as in developed countries plus one                  
month, sometimes two. Italians have all sorts of cultural values, fears, anxieties, and superstitions. And these                
are dramatically different than America, for example. If you are here as a teacher and you go out with wet                    
hair, an old grandmotherly type Italian woman will likely grab you and pull you into the house to dry your                    
hair. On a cold or windy day, if you do not wear a scarf (unless in the summer), you will feel like the entire                        
country of Italy is staring at you as you walk by. If you go into a bar and order a cappuccino after 3pm, you                        
are immediately known to be a foreigner because everyone knows you don’t drink milk in the evenings. And                  
this is not even beginning to describe all the situations you will have when others don’t understand you and                   
you don’t understand them. So flexibility is everything. In Italy, our family has a saying, “Blessed are the                  
flexible because they will not be broken as often.” 

Italy is a Lost Nation 

On another note…please be praying for Italy. Out of 33,500 towns and villages, 31,000 have no evangelical 
witness whatsoever (no church, no bible study, no Christian bookstore, no nothing).  We have less than 1.1% 
Evangelical Christians. There are more Satanists and Jehovah's Witnesses each than there are Christians. 
Basically, Italy needs the gospel!  And you can be a strategic part in helping!!  The more you develop a heart 
for the Italians and that nearly 98% will eventually die and go to hell, the more you find yourself able to cry 
and grieve for this fact, the more used by God you will likely be as an ESL teacher. 

But there is no doubt…Italy is a very difficult place to reach.  It is a sowing field, not a harvesting field! Italy 
has been called “the graveyard of modern missions.”  More people return to their home country rather than 
stay in Italy to finish the task (95% of all missionaries return home before completing their first term, usually 
2-3 years).  But it is also a very hardened field.  The soil of the nation’s heart has become hardened to the 
truth of the gospel by centuries of adhering to a religion of false Christianity (Roman Catholicism) rather than 
to the Person of Christianity: Jesus Christ and His Word, the Scriptures. Contributing heavily to this hardened 
soil is secularism, a belief system that negates the need for God and religion. 

Traditionally and culturally Roman Catholic, Italians are turning away from the church in search of answers to 
their hearts' greatest need. Italy has 100 thousand full-time consulting magicians, "maghi" or seers, almost 
three times the number of Catholic priests. While many are turning to New Age, the cults and the occult, 
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many more are simply indifferent to "religion". They haven't found satisfaction in dead traditions.  Pray that 
Italians will find eternal life in Christ and come to a personal walk with the Savior! 

Application and referrals 

If you are interested in pursuing an ESL teaching position with Verità Di Grazia ministry, just ask us for an 
application.  The most critical part of this is your testimony.  We need you to give us three aspects of your 
testimony and it should be at least a page long but two pages is more than acceptable.  The three aspects we 
need you to be very clear on are 1) What your life, heart, thoughts, words and actions were like before Christ 
(general but specific); 2) Specifically how God drew you to Himself through Christ and the Gospel and what 
your understanding of the gospel is (very important) and please use Scripture that impacted you; and, 3) 
Exactly how your life has changed (heart, thoughts, words and actions) since coming to Christ including areas 
you have grown in, ministries you have participated in, and most importantly, how the gospel consumes your 
life now. 

Also, you must fill out 3 referral forms; one from your work superior (if none, your parents), one from your 
pastor (who hopefully knows you) and one from a friend.  Please let us know if you have any questions.  We 
are excited that you would be willing to come serve Christ in this capacity!  God bless you!  And we hope to 
see you here in Italy reaching Italians for the Lord. 

In Him, 

Lee & Jeannette and the rest of the ministry 
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