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Message from Pastor Phil 

Our Annual Week of Prayer continues to be an important part of 
our life together.  Last year, the Elders got away for some prayer, 
fellowship and long term planning and we began to dream what 
this year’s Week of Prayer might look like and we wondered 
what kind of momentum or impact this week might have if we 
moved it from the first of the year to another time in the year.  
So, this year, our Week of Prayer is starting February 1. 
 
It comes at a great time in our church’s life together.  For one 
thing, we recently wrapped up a year long study, seeing the glory 
of God in a united church on mission under grace in the book of 
Romans.  Romans 12:12 urged us to be constant in prayer.  So, 
more than just a fine point of emphasis, prayer is really to help 
our life together. 
 
Another significant aspect of our life together has to do with up-
coming events.  In early March, I will be traveling to India with 
Cameron Wood to visit Luke.  This has been looming on the ho-
rizon ever since we launched our new cross-cultural missions 
direction in the Fall of 2013.  On this trip, we hope to find con-
nections for future ministry by seeing how things are on the field.  
So, it’s vital that we go with the prayers of Crestview. 
 
Further, our life together continues with many good rhythms.  
Everything from weekly Bible studies, to small group gatherings, 
to programs for our children and students, we don’t want to take 
for granted all that we’re doing.  We want God to be the aim and 
focus of these things, receiving glory and working for our good.  
Therefore, we want a week to engage in prayer together.   
 
Tim Keller’s latest book, Prayer, helps us see the priority that 
prayer is for our life and godliness: “Prayer is the only entry way 
into genuine self-knowledge.  It is also the main way we experi-
ence deep change—the reordering of our loves.  Prayer is how 
God gives us so many of the unimaginable things he has for us.  
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Indeed, prayer makes it safe for God to give us many of the things 
we most desire.  It is the way we know God, the way we finally 
treat God as God.  Prayer is simply the key to everything we 
need to do and be in life.  We must learn to pray.  We have 
to” (p.18).  Well said.  Indeed, if you’d like to tackle a book on 
the subject of prayer, Keller’s would be of great benefit to you. 
 
This year, for this devotional, I’ve chosen to use an article from 
Juan Sanchez, Jr. entitled The Privilege of Prayer (you can ac-
cess it online here: http://www.credomag.com/2014/12/16/the-
privilege-of-prayer-juan-r-sanchez-jr/ ).   What struck me as I read 
this article was the way he was so honest about our struggle in 
prayer.  Also, though, the encouragement found in this article is 
worthy of attention. 
 
Another new aspect of this year’s Week of Prayer, will be a 
prayer journey in our building.  At various times during the week, 
our building will be opened so that you can take time to slowly 
work through some prayer requests related to our life together.  
So, please take advantage of that.   
 
We hope this week stirs something in your soul for God.  He’s 
worth having and can be ran to.  Let’s go to Him and see if the 
result isn’t that we find deeper ways to glorify and enjoy Him, 
forever.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor Phil 
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Monday, February 2 

Here’s how our author begins: 
 
“Let’s face it, prayer is not easy. In fact, if we are honest, some-
times it feels obligatory, oftentimes we’re distracted, and in some 
cases it may even seem boring. If you were raised in a Christian 
home and attended church regularly you’ve likely heard lots of 
people pray.  Hopefully they modeled prayer well, but then again, 
perhaps not. It’s likely you heard lofty prayers and assumed you 
would never be able to pray like that, so you struggle even to 
pray. Consequently, you will never pray publicly because you just 
can’t – at least not like those “great prayer warriors” at church. 
Or maybe you’ve been in situations where prayer is trivialized, 
where people seem to be praying for the silliest of things. It may 
even be the case that you grew up in a prayerless home or 
church, so prayer has never been modeled for you. 
 
“If you are a new Christian you enter into a Christian subculture 
where people have their own language and traditions, and you 
have likely wondered, “Why do people talk to God like that?” 
Never mind the fact that if you came to faith in Christ from an-
other religious tradition, you have to work through some of your 
own problematic prayer practices. 
 
“Then there is the reality of life. As Christians, when our circum-
stances overwhelm us, we intuitively cry out to God for help. But 
if we’ve been prayerless, we feel guilty because it seems we only 
go to God when we need something or when our world is falling 
apart. As I said, prayer is not easy, is it? 
 

PROBLEMATIC PRAYER: 
HYPOCRISY AND PAGANISM 

 
“Jesus acknowledges the difficulty of prayer and warns against 
two wrong approaches. To those who love to pray publicly in 
order to impress others, Jesus warns that the only reward you 
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will receive is the praises of men, for hypocrites “will have no 
reward from your Father who is in heaven” (Matt. 6:1, 5-6). To 
those who simply heap up countless words and phrases over and 
over again, thinking that the more words they offer the more ob-
ligated God is to hear and answer, Jesus warns, “do not be like 
[the pagans], for your Father knows what you need before you 
ask him” (Matt. 6:7-8). How then are we to pray? 
 
 
 
What are some reasons that prayer is not easy for you? 
 
 
 
 
 
How might your prayers be hypocritical or pagan? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Begin this week confessing you don’t pray as you ought.  Be hon-
est with God; He can be trusted.  Receive the grace that is yours 
in Christ.  And, run to Him.   
 
 
 
Ask Him to refresh your soul this week.  Pray for our church as 
we journey together this week in prayer. 
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Tuesday, February 3 

THE BASIS FOR PRAYER: 
THE SONSHIP OF JESUS CHRIST 

AND OUR UNION WITH HIM 
 
“If we are to delight in the practice of prayer, we first need to 
understand that prayer is a privilege. On what basis do we dare 
think that we can approach the almighty God who created all 
things and dwells in unapproachable light? The Bible reminds us 
that because of our union with Adam we have inherited his guilt, 
corruption, and condemnation (Rom. 5:12-21). In Adam, we be-
long to the kingdom of darkness (Col. 1:13), “alienated and hos-
tile [to God] in mind, doing evil deeds” (Col. 1:21). Why would a 
holy God listen to such rebels? 
 
“However, the Father in heaven does love his Son, Jesus, because 
Jesus pleases him in all things (Matt. 3:17; 17:5). Because the Fa-
ther loves him, Jesus may approach his Father and receive a hear-
ing. And the beloved Son, himself fully God, came from heaven to 
earth as a man in order to rescue rebellious sinners. Jesus lived 
the life required of all humanity, a life of perfect obedience to 
God’s commands. But he also died the death all sinners deserve 
for their rebellion. And God raised him from the dead on the 
third day, indicating that the Father received Jesus’ life and death 
on behalf of sinners, and that now all who turn away from their 
rebellion and turn to Christ in faith will not perish but have ever-
lasting life (John 3:16). This is the gospel we Christians believe 
(Matt. 20:17-19). This gospel reminds us that the basis for prayer 
is the Sonship of Jesus Christ and our union with him. 
 
“Through repentance from sin and faith in Christ, we are united 
to Christ by his Spirit and are received as adopted sons and  
daughters of the Father in heaven who share in the beloved Son’s 
inheritance (Rom. 8:12-17; Gal. 4:3-7). Reminding ourselves of 
our standing in Christ before a holy God should alleviate any 
temptations we have toward religious hypocrisy. We are not try-
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ing to impress God or man with our words, for in Christ we are 
sons and daughters approaching our Father in heaven.  
 
“Only when we understand the basis for prayer can we truly 
pray, “our Father in heaven” (Matt. 6:9), for in Christ God is our 
Father and we are his children. Only when we understand the 
basis for prayer can we draw near to our heavenly Father in 
prayer with confidence and ask for the blessings of sonship that 
are ours in Christ (Heb. 10:19-23). Only then can we confidently 
pray, “forgive us our debts” (6:12), for our debt has been paid 
by Christ. It is this gospel that empowers us to forgive others’ 
sins against us (6:14-15; see Matt. 18:23-35). As sons and daugh-
ters of the heavenly Father in Christ, we can pray, “give us this 
day our daily bread” (6:11), for we know that he will provide eve-
rything we need for sustenance (Matt. 7:7-11). We can also confi-
dently pray, “lead us not into temptation but deliver us from 
evil” (6:13), for we know that our heavenly Father who saved us 
will sustain, guide, and protect us (1 Pet. 1:3-9). Such confidence 
delivers us from the anxiety of the pagans. 
 
 
 
Praise adores God for what He’s done for us through His Son.   
 
 
 
 
 
Rehearse some of those works today.  Praise Him for the Gospel.   
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Wednesday, February 4 

THE PRIMARY FOCUS OF PRAYER: 
THE WILL OF GOD IN THE CONSUMMATION 

OF THE KINGDOM THROUGH CHRIST 
 
“But is prayer just about us and our needs? As we read the Bible, 
we see that God has a plan to restore what Adam lost in his re-
bellion (Gen. 3). Throughout the Old Testament God promised 
to raise up another Adam who would rule with justice, righteous-
ness, and peace. This Adam would establish God’s kingdom on 
the earth, populating it with godly offspring and filling the earth 
with the glory of God. The New Testament reveals that the long-
awaited Adamic king is Jesus, the Son of David, son of Abraham 
(Matt. 1:1). It is God’s will to place all things under the rule of his 
beloved Son, Jesus (Eph. 1:7-10, 19-23; cf. Ps. 2). At the end of 
the age, Christ will deliver the kingdom back to his Father (1 Cor. 
15:24-27). 
 
 
If this is God’s plan, what does this mean for how you prayer?  
(seriously, this is a deep question, but potentially eye opening) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pray for God’s Will in the circumstances and requests you know 
of... 
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Thursday, February 5 

“The primary focus of our prayer life is the will of God in the 
consummation of the kingdom through Christ. In other words, 
we are to pray that our Father in heaven would be greatly glori-
fied as humanity embraces his will here on earth as in heaven. We 
are to pray that the kingdom of God would expand as more and 
more people submit to the Lordship of Christ through repen-
tance and faith until Jesus returns once again to consummate the 
kingdom (Matt. 6:9-10). It is no accident that the Lord’s model 
prayer emphasizes this Godward priority. 
 
“When we understand that the focus of prayer is the consumma-
tion of the kingdom, then we will seek God’s kingdom and right-
eousness (instead of this world) until Christ returns or until we 
breathe no more (Matt. 6:31-33). We will eagerly pray for the 
return of Christ. We will tirelessly pray for the expansion of the 
kingdom through the spread of the gospel to all nations. We will 
focus our prayer life in light of God’s will in Christ and ask our 
Father how he might use us to accomplish his will. 
 
 
How might our prayers need more of a “Godward priority”?   
 
 
 
 
 
Spend time now, centering on God and praying for His will and 
kingdom accordingly. 
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Friday, February 6 

THE PARADIGM FOR PRAYER: 
THE LORD’S MODEL PRAYER 

 
“In this light, we can see why Jesus taught his disciples to pray in 
the manner that he did. The Lord’s model prayer teaches us the 
Godward priority of prayer (Matt. 6:9-10). We are to pray that 
God’s name would be exalted in this world, in his church, 
through his people as we live our lives as strangers and aliens on 
this earth. We are to pray that God’s kingdom would expand 
through the proclamation of the gospel, and we are to ask the 
Father to send Jesus again soon to consummate the kingdom. Un-
til that time, we are to pray that God’s will would be embraced 
here on earth as it is even now embraced in heaven. 
 
“But notice that even though there is a Godward priority to 
prayer, our Father in heaven does not neglect human need. Jesus 
teaches us to pray that God would provide for our needs, that he 
would pardon our sin, and that he would protect us from evil 
(Matt. 6:11-13). These are the things we are to be praying to-
gether as a church – “our Father,” “give us,” “forgive us,” “lead 
us,” “deliver us.” 
 
 
Use a pen or highlighter and note some requests mentioned in 
the paragraphs above.   
 
 
 
Spend time praying for some of these very things. 
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Saturday, February 7 

THE PRIVILEGE OF PRAYER 
 
“When we understand that the almighty, holy God who is sover-
eign over all things has adopted us as his sons and daughters in 
Christ and that he uses us as a means to accomplish his will 
through prayer, only then will we begin to see what an exciting 
privilege prayer is. Armed with this foundational understanding, 
we no longer need to approach God as religious hypocrites or as 
anxious pagans, but as children of the heavenly Father. 
 
 
How might you spend your time this year praying in light of this 
reality?  Ask God for strength to persevere.   
 
 
Here’s another helpful tool for spending an hour in prayer: 
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