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Message from Pastor Phil 
Late in 2012, mid-November to be precise, as we neared the end of the 
book of Hebrews, we saw an appeal for prayer from the writer: “Pray 
for us, for we are sure that we have a clear conscience, desiring to act 
honorably in all things.  I urge you the more earnestly to do this in or-
der that I may be restored to you the sooner” (Hebrews 13:18-19).  
We know that Jesus is the One that gave them the confidence that they 
had a clear conscience, because the Bible says that it is “the blood of 
Christ” that is able to “purify our conscience from dead works to serve 
the living God.”  Truth known about Jesus and His work affected the 
request for prayer that the writer gives to His readers. 
 
It’s been said that “Jesus Changes Everything,” and this is quite true.  For 
instance, again in Hebrews, we are told that because Jesus is our Great 
High Priest and is sympathetic in being tempted as we are, we can “with 
confidence draw near to the throne of grace to receive mercy and find 
grace to help in time of need” (Hebrews 4:16).  Truth about Jesus 
should enlighten and affect your prayer life. 
 
And, here we are at the start of another year.  As we jump into this 
devotional, another page has turned in our calendar and the hope and 
opportunity of a new year lays before us.  We feel the importance of 
what starting a new year means.  And, it is so important to be reminded 
that we are completely and utterly dependant on God for everything, 
that we start our year off with a Week of Prayer.   
 
This Week of Prayer is really for anyone who wishes to join us, uniting 
their hearts to cry out to God for help.  Where does this week take 
place?  Well, wherever you are.  However you may have this devotional 
(print or electronic), I urge you to take time and reorient your life into 
the atmosphere of depending upon God in prayer.  And, this really our 
purpose and hope for this week.  We want to be reminded of how 
great and glorious our Father in heaven is, so that we might draw near 
to Him in prayer.   
 
Back to how we began this introduction, does truth about God affect 
your day to day living?  Be honest.  Are you really being affected day in 
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and day out by the amazing truths that are found in the Gospel?  To 
word it another way, I’m guessing you would say you know God, but do 
you know God?  Know what I mean?  There is an intellectual kind of 
knowledge that we would toggle if we were questioned on a piece of 
paper.  And there is a spiritual, emotional, deeply personal kind of 
knowledge that happens when tests of adversity or prosperity come our 
way.  For instance, when trials come into your life, where do you run?  
Do you depend on God?  Or, when trials have seemed to evade you, 
where do you run?  What are seeking?  Do you go to God?  Or are you 
just “fine” without Him?  These tests of life really reveal what we believe 
and know.  
 
This year, for our Week of Prayer, we are using an article that appeared 
last year in Tabletalk magazine by Scotty Smith (you can find this article 
online at http://www.ligonier.org/learn/articles/pray-the-scriptures/ ).  
The article’s title was simply “Pray The Scriptures.”  In it, we get a 
glimpse into his heart and we are going to plod through this article so 
that our hearts might be engaged and refined.   
 
Jesus Changes Everything.  I hope you believe that and God would use 
this Week of Prayer to lead you deeper into this reality so that when 
the tests of life come your way, you would emerge as a person who 
glorifies and enjoys God, forever.   
 
With you to that end. 

 
 
 
 
 

Pastor Phil 
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Monday, January 7 
As the article, “Pray the Scriptures” opens, Scotty Smith begins with a 
confession: 
 
“I am a recovering self-centered pragmatic pray-er — a believer who 
spent many of my first years in Christ thinking of God more as a sugar 
daddy than the sovereign Father. Prayer, for me, had more in common 
with programming a heavenly computer than surrendering to a loving 
Master. I worked harder at claiming God’s promises for my ease than 
being claimed by God’s purposes for His kingdom. Instead of being still 
and knowing that God is God, my prayer life was that of an antsy man, 
trying to help God be God. 
 
“Alas, this was a manifestation of the man-centered gospel that dis-
torted my view of God and, therefore, enfeebled my practice of prayer. 
Thankfully, continued growth in grace has led me to a better under-
standing of the gospel, which, in turn, has radically reoriented my prayer 
life. It’s not cliché; it’s wondrously true: the gospel changes everything. 
 
“Nothing has been of greater importance to my growth in grace than 
learning to pray the Scriptures while wearing the lens of the gospel, and 
nothing has proven to be more fruitful. A gospel-centered approach to 
praying through the Bible will yield a mind informed by the will of God, a 
heart enflamed with the love of God, and hands extended in the service 
of God. All three of these are central to life in Christ, and all three flow 
out of our union and communion with Christ. 
 
 
Write out a self-evaluation of how you’ve tended to treat God in 
prayer: 
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How would a better view of the Gospel affect your prayer life? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What are some passages of Scripture about the Gospel that come to 
mind that “help” you relating to God in prayer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Scotty mentioned 3 results of a Gospel-centered approach of God, cen-
tral to the life of Christ and flowing out of our union and communion 
with Christ:  
1) A mind informed by the will of God 
2) A heart enflamed with a love for God 
3) Hands extended in the service of God 
 
Which one of these would you desperately hope to grow in this coming 
year.  Circle it. 
 
 
 
 
Close in prayer confessing your weaknesses in prayer and asking to do 
what you circled above. 
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Tuesday, January 8 
In the article “Pray The Scriptures,” Scotty Smith continues: 
 
 
“So, what’s involved in this doxological discipline of praying the Scrip-
tures? I don’t suggest my way is the only way, but here’s how my com-
mitment to Bible study and prayer have been tremendously enriched in 
recent years. 
 
“Praying the Scriptures requires us first to be in the Scriptures regularly, 
preferably daily. A “diligent use of the means of grace” doesn’t earn us 
anything, but it profits us in every way. We can’t hide the Word in our 
hearts if we’re not lingering in the Bible’s pages. Personally, the best 
time for me to meet with God in an unrushed, expectant way is early in 
the morning, but we’re all wired differently. 
 
If being in God’s Word is important, what one goal would you have for 
your intake of God’s Word this year?   
 
 
Feel free to use this checksheet below to aid your intake. 
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Open your Bible to Psalm 98 and use this Psalm as a means to draw 
near to God... 
 
 
 
What does this passage teach you about Him? 
 
 
 
 
 
What does it reveal about you? 
 
 
 
 
 
How does this Psalm relate to the Gospel. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Linger in this Psalm and conclude by writing a prayer of praise to God in 
light of what you’ve learned in this Psalm. 
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Wednesday, January 9 
Scotty Smith continues the article “Pray the Scriptures” by sharing us 
part of his journey.  He writes: 
 
“Jack Miller [father of Paul Miller, author of Praying Life], my spiritual dad 
and professor at Westminster Theological Seminary, taught me the im-
portance of reading through the whole Bible while at the same time 
having a smaller portion of Scripture read me. If we aren’t careful, we 
can read the Scriptures for information and inspiration while playing 
dodgeball with our calling to transformation. Having the Scriptures 
“read me” deepens my prayer life because it exposes my sin, reveals 
Jesus, and makes me hunger and thirst for more of the gospel. 
 
“As Martin Luther said, we need the gospel every day because 
we forget the gospel every day. There’s nothing like knowing our need 
for Jesus to cure us of gospel amnesia. Nothing will so enflame our 
hearts like a fresh experience of God’s grace for our current needs. 
Reading the Bible and having the Bible read me constantly convinces me 
of this: there’s nothing more than the gospel, there’s just more of the 
gospel.  
 
 
Do you allow Scripture to “read” you?  Why or why not? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Do you agree or disagree with Scotty when he says, “There’s nothing 
like knowing our need for Jesus to cure us of Gospel amnesia.” 
 
 
 
 
 
Spend some time thinking about your soul today and confessing your 
“neediness” to your Father in heaven who knows your need before you 
ask. 
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Thursday, January 10 
Scotty Smith continues, in his article “Pray the Scriptures,” saying: 
 
“Praying the Scriptures, therefore, calls us to look for Jesus in every part 
of the Bible, for He is the heart, heartbeat, and hero of the gospel. 
“Beginning with Moses and all the Prophets” (Luke 24:27), we want to 
discover everything prophesied and promised about Jesus as He is pro-
gressively revealed in the history of redemption from Genesis 
through Revelation. 
 
“All of God’s promises find their “yes” in Christ (2 Cor. 1:20), but 
they’re not God’s “yes” to all of our fancies and fantasies. Jack Miller 
taught me to pray the promises of God with my eyes fixed on Jesus 
and His kingdom purposes. This represents an important paradigm shift 
away from looking for verses we can name and claim to pursuing the 
Christ we can know and serve. 
 
 
What would it look like for you to start fixing your eyes on Jesus and 
His kingdom purposes instead of your “fancies and fantasies”? 
 
 
 
 
How might your prayer life be affected in praying for the different wants 
and needs that come your way? 
 
 
 
 
 
Spend some time thinking about how you can center on Jesus more and 
use this as a springboard to pursuing and serving Him, even as you pray 
for the needs around you. 
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Friday, January 11 
Scotty Smith, in his article “Pray the Scriptures” continues: 
 
“Minds informed by the will of God and hearts enflamed with the love of 
God will be authenticated by hands extended in the service of God. The 
more we pray through the Scriptures wearing the lens of the gospel, the 
less we’ll find ourselves giving God bit parts in our story and the more 
we’ll think about finding our place in His story. The central and opera-
tive question in life is not “What can I do for Jesus?” while He’s away in 
heaven. Rather, it’s “What can I do with Jesus?” since He’s right here, 
right now. Each of us is called to live as a character in and a carrier of 
His story of redemption and restoration. 
 
 
Do you tend to view your life as, “What can I do for Jesus?” or “What 
can I do with Jesus?”  Why is this change so important?   
 
 
 
 
What would it look like for you receive enablement or help from God? 
 
 
 
 
 
Read John 14.  What truth(s) from God’s Word help undergird what 
we’ve read today. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pray, asking God to be your Helper.   
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Saturday, January 12 
Scotty Smith concludes his article “Pray The Scriptures” by saying: 
 
“Praying the Scriptures involves heart-fully engaging with Christ in His 
three offices of prophet, priest, and king: 
 
“Because Jesus is our Prophet — the final Word from God — reading 
the Bible isn’t merely about gaining information; it’s about prayerfully 
listening to the One in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge. We are to give Jesus our rapt attention and our grace-
liberated consciences. 
 
“Because Jesus is our Priest — our great High Priest — we must read 
the Scriptures doxologically, for Christ is the completed sacrifice for our 
sins, our perfect righteousness from God, and the Shepherd of our 
souls. We are to give Jesus our current brokenness and our 
fresh adoration. 
 
“Because Jesus is our King — the King of kings and Lord of lords — we 
must pray through the Bible with bowed heads and surrendered lives. 
We are to give Jesus our humble obeisance [acknowledgment of an-
other's superiority or importance] and our overjoyed obedience. 
 
Which one of these three really stood out to you today?  Why? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Close this week in prayer, praising Jesus as our prophet, priest and king. 
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