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“We all worship the same God.” Surely you have heard someone 
say this when attempting to reinforce the commonality within the 
world’s major religions. Perhaps you have said it yourself. But is it 
true?

Let’s think about it for a moment, at least in terms of Christianity, 
Judaism, and Islam.

� ere are key di� erences of belief. � e God Christians believe in fully revealed 
who He is in Jesus Christ (“� e Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact 
representation of His being.” -Hebrews 1:3). � is God is Triune. � ree persons in 
one being: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. However, Jews do not believe Yahweh is 
Jesus, nor do they believe God is a Trinity. Muslims don’t believe Allah is Jesus, 
and they likewise do not believe God is three persons in one being.

Christians believe God is Jesus. He cannot NOT be Jesus at the same time. 
Christians believe God is a Trinity. He cannot NOT be a Trinity at the same time. 
Christians place their hope in the God who came to earth personally in Jesus 
to become our salvation. So, in truth, we are not all worshiping the same God.

At the same time the Bible says, “Always be prepared... to give the reason for the 
hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect.” (1 Peter 3:15)

For a Christian to say “we all worship the same God” is not respectful to people 
of Jewish and Muslim faith. � e statement is o� ensive to what they believe.

I’m friends with Muslims and Jews. You probably are too. I don’t want them to 
hear o� ensive things from Christians, such as, “� e God you believe in is the 
same as the God we believe in.” It simply is not true from their point of view.

So in these interesting times in which we � nd ourselves, let’s get serious about 
being respectful to people of other faiths. Let’s befriend everyone, and through 
friendship allow others to see the sincerity of OUR belief in a God who truly is 
di� erent from their God. Let’s allow them to see Jesus in us, and let’s permit the 
Holy Spirit to draw them to the Father.

Welcome

Matthew Rogers
Senior Minister

Family
Updates
PRAISE
Baptisms
Joshua and Jadyn Johnson were 
both baptized by their parents in the 
Atlantic Ocean on August 14 while 
on vacation. 
Kristin McDonough was baptized on 
September 25.
Alexis Carlson was baptized on 
September 25.

SYMPATHY
Laura Goddard’s father passed away 
in September.

SUPPORT
GriefShare 
Sept. 12 – Nov. 28  7:00 – 9:00 p.m.
� is 12-week group supports those 
having experienced the loss of a loved 
one through death. � e group will 
meets on Mondays in room C-307/309. 
For questions contact Family Ministry 
Director Marilyn Bourn at (630) 323-
3456  x243.

DivorceCare 
Sept. 7 – Nov. 30  7:00 – 9:00 p.m. 
DivorceCare is a non-denomination-
al, 13-week program that features 
biblical teaching for recovering from 
divorce and separation. It is open to 
anyone who is going through or has 
gone through a divorce. Although it 
is highly recommended that you 
come to the � rst few sessions, you 
may join at any time (please call � rst). 
Participants need not attend every 
session. Child care is available with 
advance notice. A fee of $15.00 covers 
a workbook. � e group meets on 
Wednesdays in room C-307/309. 
For questions contact Family Ministry 
Director Marilyn Bourn at (630) 323-
3456  x243.

A Stronger Connection
Would you like to join in a transformative experience that brings you into 
God’s presence in a richer way than ever before? Would you like to feel a 
stronger connection to Jesus and a deeper sense of belonging? 

Please join us at CCCH’s Week of Prayer, October 16 - 22, and � nd out 
what it means to pray in a more deliberate, thoughtful way that includes 
fun, experiential opportunities to thank our Lord for His blessings and 
bring your needs before Him.



Fall Retreats
Men’s Fall Retreat - Silver Birch Ranch Oct. 7 - 9

� e CCCH Fall Men’s Retreat will be at Silver Birch Ranch in the 
North Woods of Wisconsin, Oct. 7-9.  Hundreds of men from all 
over the Midwest come together for a weekend of fellowship, fun 
activities like zip lining, trap shooting, camp � res, and much more. 

You will also hear life-changing messages where you can reconnect with God in a 
much deeper way. � is weekend is like pouring rocket-fuel on your spiritual life, 
while enjoying times of quiet or tranquility. Open to all guys 16 and older. Cost for 
the weekend including food and lodging is $140. For registration information email 
Dave Hodgson at davhodg@hotmail.com.

Student Fall Retreat - Little Galilee Oct. 8 - 10
� e Student Ministry is excited to try something new this year 
– a fall retreat for all grades over the course of one weekend, 
October 8-10. Our middle school, junior high, and high school 
groups will all have their own separate, unique experiences. 

� ere will be fellowship, a call to life in Christ, and encouragement to live a lifestyle 
of ministry in the amazing setting of Little Galilee Christian Camp. � is weekend 
will involve outdoor actives like zip lines and a high ropes course, surprising elements 
that make lifelong memories, highly experiential and relational teachings, and 
more. Cost for the weekend is $75. Space is limited. To be added to the waitlist 
contact Kyle Alt at kalt@ccch.org or Andrew Derry at aderry@ccch.org.

Women’s Getaway Retreat - Camp LRCA Nov. 4 - 6
Join us for a CCCH Women’s Retreat at Camp LRCA in Crown 
Point, IN. Arrival begins on Friday, November 4 at 4:00 p.m. 
and goes until Sunday, November 6 at 11:00 a.m. � e plan is 
to allow God’s presence to lead us in spiritual upli� ing, fun, 

laughter, and meeting new friends. � ere will be a variety of activities from group 
activities, breakout sessions, prayer rooms, videos, music, testimonies, cra� s, 
informal teachings, and last but not least… GREAT FOOD! Cost for the weekend 
is $75. Space is limited so register early at www.ccch.org/women/WGC. Questions? 
Contact Sue Plotke at Sdp547@sbcglobal.net.

CHILDREN
ccch.org/children

A.C.T.S.
(Announcing Christ � rough Song), 
is a choir open to all children 1st-6th 
grade and meets from 6:00 - 7:15 p.m. 
on Sunday evenings. (� ose who wish 
to do both 56ers and A.C.T.S. are 
welcome to rehearse on an every other 
week schedule). � is year’s program 
will be Sunday, December 11th.

STUDENTS
ccchstudents.com

Operation 
Christmas Child
We’re challenging our 5th-12th grade 
students to � ll 100 boxes with gi� s 
to send to children in need around 
the world this year for Christmas. 
Resources for this project will be made 
available mid-October and our gi� s 
collection will happen mid-November. 

CONNECTIONS
Team Appreciation & 
Training Luncheon
Sunday, October 30
Save the date for our � rst annual 
appreciation luncheon to be held 
from 12:30-2:00 p.m., in the Chapel. 
If you’re serving in Communion 
Prep, Communion Serving, 
Greeting, Welcome Center, First 
Time Attender Calls, First Step with 
Matthew or Next Steps Together 
volunteers, we want to say thank you 
for all you do to make our guests feel 
at home. We will also be introducing 
some new strategies in how we’re 
going to help guests feel welcomed 
and get involved! We look forward 
to your committed involvement, 
suggestions and ideas to grow. We 
hope to see everyone there. If you have 
questions contact your team leader or 
Barb Vetter at bvetter@ccch.org.

2017 Elders Nominations
CCCH is beginning the process of nominating elders. � ese men selected by the 
congregation for a three-year term, shepherd the church family as they guide, guard 
and govern in order to give ministries direction, protection and purpose. � eir role is 
patterned a� er the model found in the New Testament (Acts 20:25-31, I Peter 5:1-5).

� e selection process, led by current elders who serve as the nominating committee, 
allows for nominating new elders while rea�  rming those who continue to serve. � e 
congregation has the opportunity to nominate men for consideration.

Nomination forms and materials explaining the quali� cations and role of the elders as 
well as the selection process are available at the Welcome Center. Nominations must 
be returned to an elder or the church o�  ce no later than Sunday, October 23.



Need Care? Pastoral Care Deacons are available at the end of Sunday 
services at the front of the Worship Center. � ey can pray 
with you, lend a listening ear and connect you with further 
help. Contact cards are available at the Welcome Center, or 
email deacons@ccch.org or call 630-323-3456, ext. 500.

630-323-3456  |  info@ccch.org  | www.ccch.org  

Hear from Senior Minister Matthew Rogers Sunday, 
October 16 at 12:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. He will tell 
his story, share the vision for CCCH, and point you toward 
the next steps on your journey. Childcare available. Sign up 
at the Welcome Center or at ccch.org/� rst-step-with-matthew

Sign up at the Welcome Center, online or through our app.

Upcoming Events

Staff
MINISTERIAL
Matthew Rogers,  Senior Minister
JK Stevens,  Executive Minister
Kyle Alt,  Minister of Students
Marilyn Bourn,   Family Ministry
Missy Buche,   Children’s Minister
Andrew Derry,  Student Ministry Associate
Amado Lobatos,  Minister of Pastoral Care
Robert Locklear,  Minister of Worship

ADMINISTRATIVE 
Nancy Brightsman, O�  ce Administrator
Clark Chapman, Facilities Manager
Debbie Hale, Registrar 
Jennifer Kush, Communications Director

Elders
Fred McGuire, Chairman  
Cli�  Budach 
Ken Cerny
Brian Cronenwett
Vince Marvic             
Oliver Van  
Todd Zastrow            

Stats
ATTENDANCE
Average 2016 attendance 
through September 25: 734
Average 2015 attendance 
for same period: 715
GIVING
Total RIDICULOUS* O� erings as of 
Sept. 25, 2016: $1,541,524.52
*RIDICULOUS is our 2-year initiative 
that will resource CCCH’s ministry here, 
near, and far. (ccch.org/RIDICULOUS)

Continue to grow in your understanding of what it means 
to be a follower of Christ with Senior Minister Matthew 
Rogers and other CCCH leaders. Uncover the beauty and 
signi� cance of baptism and dig deep into the gi� s God has 
given you. � e next class will meet Sunday, November 6 at 
12:15 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Lunch will be served and 
childcare is available. We look forward to getting to know 
you better! To RSVP go to www.ccch.org/next-steps-together

SPECIAL GUESTS: October 9th
The Martins – Worship Team Leaders  |  Joel Hamernick – Speaking

Save the Date
Nov. 20th All church lunch will be at Holmes School at 12:30 p.m.
Dec. 11th Family Worship Service, 9:00 & 10:45 a.m.
Dec. 11th A.C.T.S. Choir will perform between worship services
Dec. 18th Sanctus Real, 9:00 & 10:45 a.m.
Dec. 23rd  Christmas Eve Service at 7:00 p.m.
Dec. 24th  Christmas Eve Service at 4:00 p.m.
Dec. 25th Christmas Day Service at 10:00 a.m.


