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BOTCHED
An Introduction to a CCCH Life Group Series

If you look up the word perfection, you won’t find the  

apostle Peter’s picture there. And, oh, by the way you won’t 

find any of our pictures there either. There is something  

about being human that threatens the ability to be perfect  

every day of every year for a lifetime. Most of us will say 

something like “Well, I’m only human” and leave it at that, 

but it wasn’t God’s intention for us to give up so easily.  

This writer believes that the hardest Bible passage to live up 

to is this statement by Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount:  

“Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.” 

(Matt. 5:48, NIV)  Really!

Humanity, meet Peter! This is the man who was first to  

proclaim Jesus Christ as the Son of God. This is the man who 

preached the first sermon on the day the church was born. 

This is the man before whom people laid their sick friends 

and family members, just so his healing shadow could pass 

over them. This is the man who begged the Romans to hang 

him upside down because he wasn’t worthy to be hung on 

the cross like his Lord and Savior. And this is the man who 

botched up one thing after another in the very presence 

of Jesus on his way to becoming a key leader for the early 

church!
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Here’s the good news for every human on the planet: our ticket 

to eternal life is not stamped invalid by our imperfection, but 

overcome and made valid by Jesus’ perfection. The apostle 

Paul said it so well, “We have this treasure in jars of clay to 

show that this all-surpassing power is from God and not  

from us.” (II Cor. 4:7) What a relief...and what an important 

message to share with the world!

Friends, we’re in good company as we botch up life in trying 

to follow Jesus. As crazy as it sounds, this botched up way  

of living is our platform for living out life audaciously in the 

name of Jesus Christ. God is at His best when we allow him  

to amplify His love in our botched up lives. That translates  

into audacious living on this earth and demonstrates to the 

world a real God who cares about real people, regardless of 

what they’ve done.

In these next five weeks we’re going to walk with Peter 

through some of the dumbest things a disciple of Jesus  

could do. From it we will learn what he learned about  

trusting Jesus Christ to the full on our way to amplifying  

God’s love audaciously for others to see and experience!
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Series Outline

Peter experienced all kinds of failures, but he understood the 
overwhelming grace of God and quickly became a key leader 
for the new church.  Fortunately for us, Peter wrote down a lot 
about his own faith in the teachings of his letters.  In this study 
we are going to use Peter’s own words to learn what it means 
to amplify God’s love audaciously in our daily lives.

Week 1: I Wimped Out
• Peter tries to walk on water (Matthew 14:22-36)
• Even if we display a highly visible lack of courage we  

can still amplify God’s love.
• Application text: I Peter 1:8-9
• We may believe in a God we cannot see, but we remain  

confident in our salvation and can amplify God’s love  
through our joy.

Week 2: I Said Something Stupid
• Peter was called “Satan” by Jesus (Matthew 16:13-23)
• Even if we make less than intelligent remarks we can still  

amplify God’s love.
• Application text: I Peter 1:13-16
• We may live in a weak flesh, but we are called to  

obedience that amplifies God’s love through holy living.



5

Week 3: I Behaved Recklessly
• Peter cut off Malchus’ ear (John 18:10-11)
• Even if we do something regrettably careless we can still  

amplify God’s love.
• Application text: I Peter 2:9-10
• We may know what we’ve done, but we are God’s special  

people who amplify God’s love through practicing the 
mercy we’ve received. 
 

Week 4: I Didn’t Keep My Word
• Peter denied Jesus (Luke 22:54-62)
• Even if we prove to be untrustworthy in other’s eyes we 

can still amplify God’s love.
• Application text: I Peter 3:15-18a
• We may feel unprepared, but we have hope that can  

amplify God’s love in the doing of good.

Week 5: I Revealed My Prejudice
• Peter wouldn’t associate with Gentiles at Antioch  

(Galatians 2:11-14)
• Even if we display discriminatory prejudicial bias we can  

still amplify God’s love.
• Application text: I Peter 4:8-11
• We may struggle with people, but we have the strength  

to amplify God’s love through serving one another.
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WEEK ONE

I WIMPED OUT
By Kyle Alt
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The Story of Peter Trying to Walk on Water  
(Matthew 14:22-36)

I remember the experience like it was yesterday. I was seven 
years old, had just arrived at my first week of church camp, 
and was eager to fit in right away. Just outside my dormitory I 
saw a line of students taking the “swim test.” This is when you 
swim across the pool and back to show that you are capable 
of jumping off the diving board and not drowning. Since this 
is what everyone else was doing, I got in line. When it came 
to my turn, I said a quick prayer that God would keep me safe 
because there was one problem: I’d never been swimming 
before. Thankfully the lifeguard on duty was paying attention 
and saved me after several seconds of waving my limbs wildly 
underwater without result. 

I’ve never been that brave ever since. 

When these crazy ideas from our childhood don’t kill us, they 
teach us to start second-guessing ourselves. We learn that 
others are watching and we become afraid of looking foolish. 
We start to compare ourselves to others and realize that we 
don’t measure up. Before long, everything we knew we could 
do as a kid we no longer approach with confidence: singing, 
dancing, drawing, and even making new friends. 

If we are not careful, the pressure of perfection that life places 
upon us can make us fearful, leading us to wimp out. Instead 
of growing in courage, we grow discouraged. 

It’s for reasons like this that we so badly need the example 
and teachings of Peter! Many people, whether Christian or 
not, are familiar with Peter’s story of walking on water. Here 
we see the exhausted and frightened disciples confronted 
with Jesus displaying his mighty power in a subtle way … 
walking on water. Ok, not so subtle. But neither is Peter’s  
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request that Jesus prove who he is by enabling him, Peter,  
to also walk on water. Did Peter draw the short straw or was 
he really that crazy? We may never know. 

But then something interesting happens. After Peter success-
fully walks on water, he then gets scared because it’s windy 
and he began to sink! He wimps out! Every time I read this 
story I think to myself, “Really?! The hard part was already 
over!” I wonder if Peter had this experience in mind when  
he penned the words, “Though you have not seen him, you 
love him; and even though you do not see him now, you 
believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious 
joy” (1 Peter 1:8). Peter is giving us perspective. This is from 
the guy who walked on water but somehow got spooked by 
the wind. He’d lost perspective in that moment because he 
lost sight of Jesus next to him. 

In the midst of an amazing moment, Peter wimped out  
because he lost sight of Jesus. This isn’t because he had 
ADHD. It’s because he had the human condition we all do,  
to lose perspective and wimp out. When you know that Jesus 
is worthy of your belief and trust, it puts all other matters in 
perspective. I once heard it best said like this, “When you fear 
God, you have nothing else to fear.” 

So many of life’s pressures want to dislodge our perspective 
and make us into wimps. The only thing that can prevent this 
is the love of Christ working in us and through us.
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Discussion Questions: 

1. What image comes to mind when you hear the word 
“wimp?” Is this a term you’ve ever applied to yourself? 
Why or why not? 

2. If you had to stack up all the moments you’ve had  
courageous faith on a scale and then weigh them  
against the times you’ve “wimped out” in the faith,  
what would happen on the scale? 

3. In 1 Peter 1:3-9, Peter is writing to a suffering and  
discouraged group of Christians. How would you put  
into your own words the perspective Peter is trying to  
create in order to motivate them toward courage? 

4. Try to answer this question in one of two ways: (1) How 
have you seen God use your weak moments for good? 
Or, if you can’t relate, then (2) how might God use weak 
moments for good? 

 

The writer of Hebrews stated, “Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, 
the author and perfecter of our faith.” (Hebrews 12:2, NIV) 
As you finish this first group study, have several share about 
what helps them stay focused on Jesus. There may be tools 
or reminders that they set up to help them keep their eyes on 
Jesus every day. After that, close the time with group prayer, 
seeking God’s help in staying focused on the Lord.
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WEEK TWO

I SAID 
SOMETHING 

STUPID
By Missy Buche
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In 1976 Steve Jobs met with Joe Keenan, the President of Atari 
and offered to sell him the rights to the new personal computer 
that he and Steve Wozniak had developed. According to Jobs, 
the response he got from Keenan was “Get your feet off my 
desk, get out of here, you stink, and we’re not going to buy 
your product!” Atari filed for bankruptcy in 2013. Apple on the 
other hand? Well, I think you know the answer to that question.

How many times do you think Mr. Keenan regretted those 
words and wished he could have a time machine to go back 
and change his response in that meeting? It happens to the 
best of us. Those moments when we stop and think about 
what we said and we shake our heads and say, “What was I 
thinking?”

In Matthew 16, Peter has one of those moments.

Jesus has been talking with his disciples about who he is and 
Peter is the one who answers correctly by saying that Jesus 
is the Christ, the son of the living God. But shortly thereafter 
when Jesus is trying to make sure that not only is it important 
that they know who he is but why he came, Peter is the one 
who puts his foot in his mouth.  

READ Matthew 16:21-23

One minute Peter is being called a rock and the next he is 
being called Satan. Ouch.

Talk about a humbling experience! And do you think Peter 
wished he could take those words back? 

How about you? Have you ever had a time when you  
regretted the words that had come out of your mouth? If so, 
you’re not alone. Most people have done this multiple times 
in their lives, if not multiple times in one day. There have been 
many times in my own life when my mouth seems to run out 
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ahead of my brain and by the time my brain catches up, it’s 
too late. Sometimes it’s humorous. Like the time I was  
doing the Sunday morning announcements at CCCH. I was 
supposed to say“ Tonight small groups will be discussing...”  
but what came out was “Tonight small groups will be  
disgusting…”  

But sometimes it’s not so harmless. Sometimes what  
comes out of our mouths is incorrect, cruel, false and even 
dangerous. Once the words are out, we cannot take them 
back and suddenly we find ourselves standing amidst the 
wreckage with the realization that we caused it.

Peter’s words were not harmless. Peter had proved that he  
understood who Jesus was when he referred to him as the 
Messiah, but by telling Jesus that he didn’t need to die 
proved that he didn’t understand what Jesus had come to 
do. Jesus refers to him as Satan because in effect Peter has 
extended a serious temptation to Jesus. He basically told 
Jesus that he wouldn’t need to die in order to be the Savior 
and even goes so far as to tell him that he won’t let it happen! 
Jesus recognized the temptation for what it was, a short cut 
around the cross. But there was no going around it. If Peter 
was going to be a follower of Jesus he had to understand the 
cost, not only for Jesus, but for himself and for all of us.

It would have been easy at that point for Peter to take his 
wounded pride and give up. After all, having Jesus personally 
refer to you as Satan is about as sharp a reprimand as one  
can give. 

But read what Peter himself writes in 1 Peter 1:13-16.

Peter understood that our mistakes aren’t an excuse for not 
trying. And he learned that God can still use someone who 
messes up and who sometimes just can’t get it. It was a 
humbling lesson to learn but it was a lesson Peter was then 
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able to share with us. We may live in a weak flesh, but we are 
called to obedience that amplifies God’s love through holy 
living. Even if we make less than intelligent remarks or do less 
than intelligent things, we can still amplify God’s love. And 
isn’t it good to know that God can still use us in spite of us?
 
Discussion Questions: 

1. Have you ever had one of those moments where you im-
mediately regretted the words that had come out of your 
mouth? Were there any repercussions?  

2. Did that incident prevent you from saying something simi-
lar in the future? What did you learn from the incident?

What things have you allowed to prevent you from amplifying 
God’s love in your life. Make that a focus of your prayer time 
as you finish up this group time.
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WEEK THREE

I BEHAVED 
RECKLESSLY

By Andrew Derry
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The Story of Peter 
Cutting Off the Servant’s Ear 

(John 18:10-11)

Don’t you love it when you’re driving along one day and the 
car next to you decides to merge into your lane without even 
looking? You swerve to avoid the accident and hopefully they 
see you so they swerve back into their original lane. Once 
you pull up next to them you see that they were on their cell 
phone. Of course they were! We have all been in that spot; 
while driving we receive an important phone call or text and 
we have to answer it right then. Even though it can clearly 
cause our driving to become reckless. So reckless that the 
government has even created a law about operating  
electronic devices while driving. Answer a phone call from 
a loved one or quickly answering a text about dinner to our 
significant other, while good intentioned, can cause issues  
to those around us. 

I am sure that none of you have ever done anything reckless. 
Yup, we have always behaved ourselves. Just like last week 
when we looked around the group and admitted that we  
never said anything stupid; let alone have done anything 
stupid. So, for those of us reading this who haven’t done 
anything reckless, just say a quick prayer and go home. Of 
course, no one is perfect and we may say something stupid 
and we might do something reckless. However, if the life of 
Peter has taught us anything it’s that we may know what we 
have done is reckless, but we are God’s special people who 
amplify God’s love through practicing the mercy we’ve  
received. 

In our study of Peter we have been looking at what he has 
done or not done, said or not said. As Peter reflects back on 
his life we see how he has been made aware of his actions 
and learns from them. In John 18:10-11 we are in the garden 
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where Jesus is being arrested. Peter immediately reacts and 
decides to fight. Cutting off the ear of the High Priest’s  
servant, Malchus. This seems like a reckless act that no one 
can bounce back from. If Peter had been an inch or two  
another direction this man could have lost a lot more than  
his ear. However, as Peter reflects back on his life, he realizes 
that he was chosen by God and granted mercy. “Once you 
were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once 
you had not received mercy, but now you have received  
mercy.” (1 Peter 2:10) This mercy has been gifted to us as 
well. We can now live out this mercy to help amplify the love 
that Christ has for us. 

With this love and mercy now gifted to us we can also take 
comfort in the fact that God can use our reckless acts to show 
love and mercy as well. If we go back into the garden while 
Jesus is being arrested, and we look at Peter’s gut reaction 
to his friend being arrested, Peter was only trying to defend 
Jesus. However flawed his methods may have been, the  
intention behind them was good. Jesus took this moment to 
turn Peter’s reckless act into a moment to show how he has 
mercy and love for us all. Jesus turns right around and heals 
this man’s ear. What kind of message does this send out? 
What does this mean for our reckless acts? Just put yourself 
in the mindset of the servant who is putting someone under 
arrest and yet he is still shown love and mercy! The best  
thing about Peter’s act here is that God lets us know that our 
reckless acts can be overcome for good. 
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Discussion Questions:      

1. A great quote is, “Those who fail to learn from history are 
doomed to repeat it.” How does that apply to us in our 
reckless acts? 

2. When is a time you may have acted recklessly?  How do 
you think God can use that moment to show love and 
mercy? 

3. Now that God has shown us mercy and amplified his love 
for others, what does this mean for us?  How does this 
affect our behavior for the future?  How does this affect us 
if someone acts recklessly toward us?

The mercy of God is phenomenal when we consider what 
mankind has done in rebellion against Him.  How would you 
express that mercy in your own words?  As you finish today’s 
study, take time to pray for a growing sense of God’s mercy in 
your life.
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WEEK FOUR

I DIDN’T KEEP 
MY WORD

By J.K. Stevens
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The Story of Peter Denying Jesus 
(Luke 22:54-62)

I have failed to complete my share of projects along the way, 
most of them at home. However, the one I remember most 
was in high school. I had volunteered to be a photographer 
for the yearbook, but it simply got to be too much. Not only 
was I responsible for taking the pictures with a rather large 
bulky camera, but I had to develop the film and get them 
printed for later use. The pictures were bad and unusable. I 
was embarrassed and quitting shattered my sense of being.

There is a sense that Peter quit Jesus when he denied him  
before those who were convinced he was one of Jesus’  
disciples. Jesus had warned Peter, but Peter was too  
confident about his faith, sure that he couldn’t fail Jesus in  
this way. How shattering it must have been for Peter to deny 
and even curse his Lord, then feel the stare of Jesus as he 
went in to be falsely accused and tried. Talk about failing 
someone, this was the ultimate of all flame-outs! No wonder 
Peter fled the scene and wept with a deep bitterness.

Yet Peter was entrusted by Jesus to preach the first Christian 
sermon and make the first call for people to accept Jesus as 
their Lord and Savior. How paradoxical that the man who is 
known throughout the world for denying his Lord was the one 
who welcomed 3,000 new believers into the Kingdom of God. 
What was it he learned that helped overcome his shame to 
become one of the greatest preachers of all time? Perhaps 
Peters own words give us that clue:

Read I Peter 3:15-18a

This text is actually one of the best known of all Peter’s  
words in his two letters, specifically the part that calls us to “...
be prepared to give an answer for the hope you have.”  
(I Peter 3:15, NIV) These words are the foundation to Christian 
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apologetics or the defense of the Gospel in face of those who 
would attack it. In fact, the Greek word translated as “to give 
an answer” in this passage is the word from which we get 
apologetics. Through it the case is made for the correctness 
of a belief or argument. Peter applies it in this way:

Peter knew all about doing bad! In our assumption that he 
was truly human, then it is fair to assume that his harsh deni-
al of Christ lived in his conscience for the rest of his life. Yet 
from the moment of Pentecost he was ready in the practice of 
giving a reason for his hope. This is the empowering grace of 
God in our lives: when the Spirit works in us (as Jesus prom-
ised in Matthew 10:19-20) we are empowered to speak for the 
Lord and give defense in the story of our own hope for eter-
nity through Jesus Christ. All of us are susceptible to failure in 
our faith, but the Spirit gives us the audacious power to speak 
about our faith in Jesus Christ.

1. We are to honor Christ by being prepared to give 
reason for the eternal hope we find in Christ.

2. We are to give reason with gentleness and respect 
for others so that we have a good conscience  
behind our faith walk.

3. In doing this, we are better off to suffer for good 
then be known for lives of evil.
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Discussion Questions: 

1. Have you ever been tempted to quit being a follower of 
Christ? What was the circumstance of that temptation?  
How were you able to stand firm and not give up your 
faith? 

2. How do you think we prepare ourselves to give reason  
for our hope?   

3. Have you ever tried to explain your hope to someone 
else?  How do you think it went?  Did they seem to  
understand the what and why of your hope? 

4. It is often said that no good deed goes unpunished.  
Peter said it was better to suffer for doing good than  
for doing evil.  What is your reaction to that?

As you finish your group study, invite several in the group  
to “give a reason” for their hope. Make sure there is no  
sense of criticism, but only the opportunity to begin what  
can be learned from Peter.  Be sure to close this time with 
encouragement and prayer.
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WEEK FIVE

I REVEALED
MY PREJUDICE

By Amado Lobatos
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The Story of Peter Not Associating 
with Gentiles in Antioch  

(Galatians 2:11-14)

 “I have a dream that one day this nation will rise up 
and live out the true meaning of its creed: ‘We hold these 
truths to be self-evident: that all men are created equal.’... 
I have a dream that my four children will one day live in a 
nation where they will not be judged by the color of their 
skin but by the content of their character... 
 “When we let freedom ring, when we let it ring from 
every village and every hamlet, from every state and every 
city, we will be able to speed up that day when all of God’s 
children, black men and white men, Jews and Gentiles, 
Protestants and Catholics, will be able to join hands and sing 
in the words of the old Negro spiritual, ‘Free at last! Free at 
last! Thank God Almighty, we are free at last!’”

—Martin Luther King, Jr., August 28, 1963

Can you believe that speech took place over 50 years ago? 
Some would say that the attitudes about race in America  
have changed very little. What about you? Would you say it is 
better or worse? It seems that even if we bring up the issue  
of race today either people are very angry or often very quiet. 

It is a bit surprising to see that Peter also had to overcome 
a prejudice in his life. It seems that, while Peter was the first 
to preach to Gentiles at Cornelius’ house (Acts 10) he wasn’t 
that comfortable when both Jews and Gentiles were around. 
Even though God gave Peter a dream where he was told 
three times to eat “unclean” things and Peter later preached 
throughout the Gentile world, apparently he struggled with 
the meaning of the dream in his ministry. In what had to be 
a very uncomfortable experience Peter is later called out by 
Paul as we read in Galatians:
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Read Galatians 2:11-14

We are told very little by Paul about the circumstances of  
Peter’s actions. We only know that when Christian Jews  
came from Jerusalem Peter shunned the Gentiles to eat with 
the Jews. Note how this action even affected Barnabas in a 
negative way and we never see this kind of prejudice in the 
life of Barnabas.

What is about us that we have these feelings or emotions 
about people who are different than we are? It could be fear. 
It could be misunderstanding. It may be that we don’t feel  
like we can relate. Are we are embarrassed to socialize with 
other people from other cultures? Are there preconceived 
notions in our heart and mind that cause us to react this way? 
This would be a place to stop and talk about the root of our 
discomfort in these situations.

Look together at the following passages from Peter’s 
own words:

• I Peter 1:17
• I Peter 2:9
• I Peter 2:17
• I Peter 3:8
• I Peter 4:8-11

What is the common theme in these passages? What do these 
passages say about our attitude toward other people?
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Discussion Questions: 

We know in our minds and hearts that God doesn’t show 
favoritism nor does He discriminate between cultures.  
Instead, God offers His grace to all people in all parts of 
the world through Jesus Christ. We know that and we 
support ministries all around the world, but this principle is 
very hard to practice. Consider these questions in light of 
Peter’s teachings in the texts we read:

1. What is the biggest barrier you experience in crossing 
cultural lines? 

2. How often are you involved with cultures other than your 
own? 

3. Do you feel like you love ALL brothers/sisters equally?  
How do you work out that love in your life? 

4. Is there ONE thing you can do to be more proactive in 
reaching across cultural boundaries?

As you finish this study, there may be something your group 
would decide to do in overcoming this challenge.  Talk about 
it, pray about it and consider a plan for working on this issue 
among yourselves.
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