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CCCH Annual Report
RIDICULOUS! July 20,1969, Buzz Aldrin faces the U.S flag on the Moon (mission time: 110:10:33).
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RIDICULOUS STORIES FROM



IT WAS RIDICULOUS!  JUST LIKE IN 
THE BOOK OF ACTS IN THE BIBLE 
WHEN PEOPLE WERE ASTONISHED, IN 
AWE, AND BLOWN AWAY BY THE 
POWER OF GOD AT WORK IN
FOLLOWERS OF JESUS, WE TOO WERE 
FIRST-HAND WITNESSES OF GOD 
DOING WHAT ONLY HE CAN DO.  
CRAZY THINGS HAPPEN WHEN WE 
SURRENDER EVERY AREA OF LIVES 
TO GOD. 

As we refl ect on the past two years 
of God’s activity in and through the 
Christian Church of Clarendon Hills, it 
is remarkable to see what He has done 
in such a short period of time.  He has 
given us a major role to play in ending 
the cycle of local sexual exploitation 
through Reclaim 13.  He has propelled 
us into the realm of protecting vulnerable 
children through Bethany Christian 
Services and the safe families initiative.  
He has positioned us to stand for justice 
and redeem a community in Chicago 
through Sunshine Gospel Ministries.  

And if that weren’t enough, He used us 
to help a new church get started in a 
spiritually barren area of Massachusetts, 
and fulfi ll a dream for our Colombian
friends by constructing a new camp 
building and launching a Christian 
conference for men.

Now that some much needed new 
parking spaces have been added to our 
own property, and a new facility for 
ministry to students will soon be built, 
we are poised to see God grow His church 
with new believers right here.  

What’s next?  Only God really knows 
the answer to that.  But as a great big 
group of Jesus-followers living as local 
missionaries, we are certain to see greater 
things yet to come.

� ank you for your generosity and the 
role you played in being RIDICULOUS!    

Future Student Ministry Facility



TESTIMONY

I was born and raised as a 
Catholic. I was very involved 

at my church and other spir-
itual activities growing up. I 
really felt connected with God. 
I went to retreats, attended 
church, did youth groups and 
Bible study. Even after all that 
I was taught by my parents, 
I decided to stray from Jesus 
and live a worldly life. I made 
a lot of mistakes and some bad 
choices. I went through a lot 
of pain, heartache and misery. 
� rough it all, God was always 
there. 

Over a year and a half ago my 
sister Rosa Kavanaugh and 
her husband Brian Kavanaugh 
invited me to attend the
Christian Church of Clarendon
Hills but I refused. They
continued to invite me every 

chance they saw or talked to 
me. I really felt that I wasn’t 
ready. 

One day, as I was sitting in my 
sister’s house, something came 
over me and I felt that I needed 
help. I realized that I couldn’t 
go on without God in my life. 
I fi nally accepted their invite to 
go to church. 

As I sat and listened to the
sermon I felt a sudden sense of 
serenity, acceptance and forgive-
ness. I felt the Love. I knew at 
that moment, that this is exactly
what I had been missing in my 
life. I now look back and defi ne 
that moment as God touching 
me and telling me that it was 
time to come back home . Ever 
since that moment, my life has 
changed so much. 

LIFE WILL STILL BE LIFE.
THE CHANGE THAT HAPPENED 
INSIDE ME HAS LET ME 
SEE THINGS DIFFERENTLY
AND HAS SHOWN ME 
HOW TO HANDLE LIFE IN 
A DIFFERENT MANNER. 
WALKING WITH AND
ACCEPTING JESUS CHRIST 
AS MY LORD AND SAVIOR 
HAS SHOWN ME HOW TO 
LOVE AND HOW TO FOR-
GIVE.    

And to think, it all started with 
a simple invite to come to � e 
Christian Church of Clarendon 
Hills. I have been reconnected
with my best friend, Jesus 
Christ. � e hope, love and 
forgiveness has been restored in 
my life and for that, I am truly 
Grateful :)

Many blessings.                     

JESSE VASQUEZ 

 Jesse Vasquez (2nd from the left) and family reconnect with God.



STUDENT TESTIMONIES

Youth group is a place 
where I am with kids 

that I may not have known or 
hung out with otherwise. It 
has brought me to appreciate 
everyone in this group and 
in life as well. � ere are days 
when I sit by someone, we 
get to talking, and next thing 
I know a big group of us are 
going out to lunch. I have 
gotten to become close friends 
with members of this youth 
group through trips like CIY 
Move, VBS, and times of 
reaching out for encourage-
ment and prayer. 

Youth group has also prepared 
me for big life changes. For 
example, when I was in 8th 
grade, my parents went to 
my youth leader Kyle Alt 
for advice and prayer for the 
possibility of me transferring 
to Timothy Christian for high 
school. Sure enough, that’s 
where God led me. I needed 
the support from my youth 
leader and friends in youth 

group to support me in this 
big change because at that 
point in my life, I was leaving 
what I knew and my church 
family was all I had.

I have always had tremendous 
support from my youth lead-
ers, Andrew and Kyle. � ey 
make me feel at home when-
ever I’m with them and I 
know I can always go to them 
for prayer and mentoring. 
One time I came by the 
offi  ce for a couple minutes 
and ended up staying for 
hours just laughing about 
the times we’ve had together 
and planning future events 
for Sunday mornings. Also, 
whenever I’m struggling, I go 
to them. I know they’re just 
one text away and are always 
willing to meet me and pray 
for me. Support is a constant 
theme throughout our youth 
group!  

EMILY GIFFORD



Student ministry has been a 
signifi cant part of my life. Being 

part of my church’s youth group not 
only lets me learn more about Christ, 
but it teaches me how to be a better 
person, especially in high school. I 
know I can go to church or youth 
group and be comfortable with myself 
because of the other students and 
leaders there. Being a Christian in a 
public high school can be really hard, 
so it is nice to know there is a big group 
I can talk to about my faith, or really 
anything.

MACKENZIE HILL

Hi, my name is Johnny Karesh 
and I am 15 years old and I 

have been part of the CCCH Student 
Ministry for quite some time and I 
cannot begin to express how truly 
blessed I have been to be part of such 
a great youth ministry for as long as I 
have. CCCH Student Ministry has 
given me an experience like no other. 
When I was in 7th grade and we had 
� ursday night Blast at Holmes School 
and we played games like dodgeball 
and human foosball, while at the 
same time developing a strong faith 
and trust in Jesus Christ through the 
lessons taught on a weekly basis. 
� is has equipped me for all the 
curveballs of high school by 

having such wonderful youth pastors 
who know what’s it like being in the 
crazy life of a high schooler. CCCH 
Student Ministries have given me 
a couple of unique opportunities. I 
was able to teach the 5 and 6 graders 
on a Sunday morning. I was beyond 
overjoyed when I was given this 
opportunity and felt myself grow 
closer with God while doing so.  
Another opportunity was to give 
the communion focus to the whole 
church. I cannot begin to describe 
what an awesome experience that was 
and how much it helped grow my 
relationship with God. Everyday we 
are called to pick up the cross and follow
God and CCCH Student Ministries 
will be there every step of the way.

JOHNNY KARESH

Hi, my name is Johnny Karesh 



Hi! My name is Jeff  Oakes 
and I’m the lead minister 

at RESTORE Christian Church 
in Quincy, Massachusetts (just 
south of Boston). I’ve been 
serving as a full time minister for 
my entire adult life, yet the idea 
of actually leading a church – 
let alone a church plant in New 
England – was never my ambition.

I LOVE HOW GOD REDIRECTS US 
IN WAYS THAT SURPRISE US 
AND LEADS US TO PATHS OF 
FRUITFULNESS THAT WE NEVER 
WOULD HAVE IMAGINED. 
I’ve lived in Massachusetts with
my family of fi ve for the past 
nine years (my wife Jennifer and I 
have 10 and 12 year-old girls and 
a 1 1/2 year old boy). We love 
this place with its unique heritage 
and history. We love the people 
here and know the need for the 
Good News to be shared in a way 
that connects with this culture. 
By God’s grace we see people in 
Quincy taking steps of faith and 
drawing closer to God each week. 
I want to help more and more 
New Englanders fi nd and follow 
Jesus. My daily prayer is that God 
will use me for that purpose. 

A STORY OF THE IMPACT RESTORE IS MAKING RIGHT NOW:

Hi! My name is Jeff  Oakes 

A STORY OF THE IMPACT RESTORE IS MAKING RIGHT NOW:A STORY OF THE IMPACT RESTORE IS MAKING RIGHT NOW:

RESTORE Christian Church 
opened her doors for the 

fi rst time in the fall of 2015. 
Our mission is to help people 
fi nd and follow Jesus. � at’s 
no small task in this city of one 
hundred thousand people. 
� e statistics around church 
attendance here are sadly bleak 
with less than 2% of people in 
Quincy attending any kind 
of church. � at’s why it’s so 
exciting to see what God is 
doing through the ministry of 
RESTORE. 

In this fi rst year we’ve seen 
six people place their faith in 
Christ and be baptized. Each 
weekend 80 to 100 people 
walk through our doors 
to worship, making us the 
second largest evangelical 
church in town!  � ere are so 
many stories of life change to 
share. Michelle was baptized 
last fall. She was lonely and 
in desperate need of hope. 
Now she’s full of joy and 
serving on our tech team with 
a smile that lights up the room. 
� ere’s Dan and Hill and 
their twin boys. � ey came to 
RESTORE looking for a 
connection with God and 
healing for their extended 
family. Now they cry tears 
of joy about the way God 
has replaced their hurt with 
love. Tom and Vivienne 
attend faithfully and decided

to adopt a child from 
Haiti. Little Faith just came 
home to live with them in 
December.

We could share story after 
story as people experience the 
grace of Jesus Christ. We pray 
God will continue to open 
the hearts of the people in this 
city, that they will place their 
trust in Jesus!
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Our trip to Columbia was a trip 
to connect as Christian men and 

encourage them to greater fellowship 
as Christian brothers.  What a joy 
it was to be received by men that 
genuinely loved the Lord.  � ough 
we were there as an encouragement, I 
feel it’s fair to say that we were equally 
if not more encouraged to gather as 
Christian brothers in fellowship.  I 
know that each of us from CCCH 
shared our stories.  Each one was 
so extremely well received.  The 
Colombian men were encouraged 
to know that they were not alone in 
their journey of faith.  � ey could 
relate with much of what we CCCH 
men had to share with them.  Both 
groups of men were indeed inspired 
and uplifted to connect with an 
entirely other culture of people that 
do life thousands of miles from them 
on another continent. Indeed, Jesus is 
the same everywhere!   – J.T. Porte

Powerful time as several men decided to be baptized.

Enjoying Sunday morning worship as 
Amado Lobatos gets ready to preach.

Making new friends for life in Villavicencio.

Brother Dale Meade welcomes J.T. Porte to Colombia. Powerful time as several men decided to be baptized.

the same everywhere!   – J.T. Porte

Brother Dale Meade welcomes J.T. Porte to Colombia.



In December we had the privilege of serving the Woodlawn 
community on the South Side of Chicago alongside Sunshine 
Gospel Ministries with their Christmas store project.  CCCH 
families purchased gifts from a wish list.  Church volunteers 
went down to Woodlawn to help set up the store and 
decorate for Christmas.  � ey also brought homemade cookies 
to add to the festivities.  Gifts were sorted and displayed and 
then priced at 25 percent of retail value.  Families were able to 
pick out and purchase gifts for their children at deep discount 
prices enabling their dollar to go much farther.  

I love being involved in this project as it’s giving the families 
of Woodlawn a hand up and lifting their self-esteem since 
they are paying for the gifts.  � e money collected at the store 
goes directly back to their own community to help the most 
impoverished families enjoy Christmas.  It’s like the gift that 
keeps giving.

Gospel Ministries

Often people are conditioned to expect bad news when they 
see statistics, but at Reclaim13 they believe that when we all 
stand up and come together, we have the power to change 
the numbers and transform lives. So when 250 or so people 
give up their Saturday morning and spend it out in the rain 
to say “no” to sexual exploitation, that looks like we’re well 
on our way to helping change what it means to be a statistic.

In 2016, we had 26 members from CCCH participated in 
Reclaim13’s Inaugural Love>Fear 5k Run/Walk. Despite 
the uncooperative weather, 189 people registered to walk/
run and 70 volunteers came out and made the event a huge 
success. Over $12,000 was raised from this event.

� e new Hope For Children ministry 
was formed in 2016 in response to our 
relationship with CCCH missions 
partner Bethany Christian Services. 
� rough that relationship, we have 
learned the importance of the entire 
church body collaborating to support, 
assist and encourage any families who 
are called to help care for vulnerable 
children through adoption, foster 
care, or the Safe Families Program. 
To date we have had 9 families 
represented in training sessions with 
Safe Families, a program that supports 
families in crisis with free, long-term 
care for children. Training is required 
for families wishing to host, but also for 
other support roles such as coaching, 
transportation, and respite care. 
One CCCH family has already been 
approved as a Host Family and has 
been caring for an infant intermittently
for the past few months. A Resource 
Team is in place which assists 
Host Families in providing needed 
clothing, furniture, baby products, 
meals, etc. Often children arrive at a 
Safe Families Host Family with only a 
few items, if any. We are praying for 
more and more families to rise up and 
answer the call to care for vulnerable 
children. � e need is so great!
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2016 WINS



PEOPLE AT CCCH 
SERVED OTHERS 

HERE, NEAR & FAR 
IN 2016.
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434
PEOPLE SERVING

IN MISSIONS
IN 2016
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5 YEAR
GIVING TOTALS

5 YEAR
FINANCIAL DETAILS

Giving Other Incomes** Expenses* Over/Under Mortgage Balance
2016 $2,122,365 $31,887 $1,691,101 $463,152 $3,336,476
2015 $2,413,701 $24,223 $2,264,934 $172,990 $3,691,128
2014 $1,831,550 $26,314 $1,704,881 $152,983 $3,767,691
2013 $1,833,563 $22,191 $1,505,189 $350,565 $3,552,063
2012 $1,539,579 $31,888 $1,456,801 $114,666 $3,575,093

* includes RIDICULOUS projects      ** building rental, etc.       CCCH financials are reviewed annually by Knutte and Associates of Westmont, IL

GIVING TOTALS

TOTAL $1,539,579 $1,833,563 $1,831,550 $2,413,701 $2,122,365
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SUNDAY, 
NOVEMBER 19 

   BRING FRIENDS AND FAMILY
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BIBLE BIBLE BIBLE 
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JUNE 12-16JUNE 12-16JUNE 12-16JUNE 12-16JUNE 12-16JUNE 12-16JUNE 12-16JUNE 12-16JUNE 12-16JUNE 12-16JUNE 12-16JUNE 12-16JUNE 12-16JUNE 12-16JUNE 12-16

2017 CCCH CALENDAR2017 CCCH CALENDAR2017 CCCH CALENDAR

FAMILY 
PICNIC
AUGUST 13

 Cypress Cove Water Park, Woodridge

Mother’s Day 
Gala

May 14th

s
The Queen of Courage

STUDENT SUMMER TR IPS


