
The Statesman, The Scoundrel And The Substitute 



Mark 15:1-15                                                                                   

And as soon as it was morning, the 
chief priests held a consultation with 
the elders and scribes and the whole 

council. And they bound Jesus and led 
him away and delivered him over to 

Pilate. And Pilate asked him, “Are you 
the King of the Jews?” And he 

answered him, “You have said so.” And 
the chief priests accused him of many 

things. And Pilate again asked him, 	  



“Have you no answer to make? See 
how many charges they bring against 

you.” But Jesus made no further 
answer, so that Pilate was amazed. 

Now at the feast he used to release for 
them one prisoner for whom they 

asked. And among the rebels in prison, 
who had committed murder in the 

insurrection, there was a man called 
Barabbas. And the crowd came up and 
began to ask Pilate to do as he usually	  



 did for them. And he answered them, 
saying, “Do you want me to release for 

you the King of the Jews?” For he 
perceived that it was out of envy that 

the chief priests had delivered him up. 
But the chief priests stirred up the 

crowd to have him release for them 
Barabbas instead. And Pilate again 

said to them, “Then what shall I do with 
the man you call the King of the Jews?” 
And they cried out again, “Crucify him.” 



And Pilate said to them, “Why, what evil 
has he done?” But they shouted all the 
more, “Crucify him.” So Pilate, wishing 
to satisfy the crowd, released for them 
Barabbas, and having scourged Jesus, 

he delivered him to be crucified. 	  



And as soon as it was morning, the 
chief priests held a consultation with 
the elders and scribes and the whole 

council. 	  

Matthew 27:1                                       
When morning came, all the chief priests 

and the elders of the people took 
counsel against Jesus to put him to 

death.	  



In the annals of jurisprudence no 
travesty of justice ever took place that 

was more shocking than this one.                    

– William Hendricksen 



And they bound Jesus and led him 
away and delivered him over to Pilate. 	  

John 18:31                                            
Pilate said to them, “Take him 

yourselves and judge him by your own 
law.” The Jews said to him, “It is not 

lawful for us to put anyone to death.” 



John 18:28-30                                                     
Then they led Jesus from the house of 

Caiaphas to the governor's headquarters. 
It was early morning. They themselves 

did not enter the governor's 
headquarters, so that they would not be 
defiled, but could eat the Passover. So 
Pilate went outside to them and said, 

“What accusation do you bring against 
this man?” They answered him, “If this 
man were not doing evil, we would not 

have delivered him over to you.”	  



       Pontius Pilate 

Served as governor of Judea 
from 26-37 AD under Tiberius 

Resented the post because of his 
frustrations in constantly pacifying the 
Jewish people. 

Eventually removed for harsh treatment 
of his subjects. 



And Pilate asked him, “Are you the 
King of the Jews?” And he answered 
him, “You have said so.” And the chief 
priests accused him of many things.  



Luke 23:2                                              
And they began to accuse him, saying, 

“We found this man misleading our 
nation and forbidding us to give tribute 
to Caesar, and saying that he himself is 

Christ, a king.” 



“Have you no answer to make? See 
how many charges they bring against 

you.” But Jesus made no further 
answer, so that Pilate was amazed. 	  



Isaiah 53:7                                            
He was oppressed, and he was 

afflicted, 
  yet he opened not his mouth; 

 like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, 
  and like a sheep that before its 

shearers is silent, 
  so he opened not his mouth. 



It is not a silence of defeat, but a 
silence of surrender to God’s 
sovereignty in the passion.  

– James Edwards 



Now at the feast he used to release for 
them one prisoner for whom they 

asked. And among the rebels in prison, 
who had committed murder in the 

insurrection, there was a man called 
Barabbas.  



And the crowd came up and began to 
ask Pilate to do as he usually did for 

them. And he answered them, saying, 
“Do you want me to release for you the 

King of the Jews?” For he perceived 
that it was out of envy that the chief 
priests had delivered him up. But the 
chief priests stirred up the crowd to 

have him release for them Barabbas 
instead.	  



What a striking type the release of 
Barabbas affords of the Gospel plan of 
salvation- vivid emblem of the manner 
in which God pardons and justifies the 
ungodly. He does it, because Christ has 
suffered in their stead, the just for the 

unjust. They deserve punishment, but a 
mighty Substitute has suffered for 

them. They deserve eternal death, but 
a glorious Surety has died for them.  



We are all by nature in the position of 
Barabbas. We are guilty, wicked, and 

worthy of condemnation. But "when we 
were without hope," Christ the innocent 

died for the ungodly. 
– J.C. Ryle 



And Pilate again said to them, “Then 
what shall I do with the man you call 
the King of the Jews?” And they cried 

out again, “Crucify him.” 



His honor and His breath 
Were taken both away, 

Joined with the wicked in His death, 
And made as vile as they.  

 
-  Isaac Watts  

Like Sheep We Went Astray 



And Pilate said to them, “Why, what evil 
has he done?” But they shouted all the 
more, “Crucify him.” So Pilate, wishing 

to satisfy the crowd, released for 
them Barabbas, and having scourged 

Jesus, he delivered him to be crucified. 	  


