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The God Who Is 

Holy 



To say that our first need in life is to 
learn about sin may sound strange, but 
in the sense intended it is profoundly 

true. If you have not learned about sin, 
you cannot understand yourself, or your 
fellow-men, or the world you live in, or 
the Christian faith. And you will not be 
able to make head or tail of the Bible. 
For the Bible is an exposition of God’s 
answer to the problem of human sin, 



 and unless you have that problem 
clearly before you, you will keep 

missing the point of what it says… It is 
clear, therefore, that we need to fix in 
our minds what our ancestors would 

have called “clear views of sin.”  

- J.I. Packer 



Genesis 3:1-7, 14-15                                         
Now the serpent was more crafty than any 
other beast of the field that the Lord God 

had made.He said to the woman, “Did God 
actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in 
the garden’?”  And the woman said to the 

serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees 
in the garden,  but God said, ‘You shall not 
eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst 
of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest 

you die.’”  But the serpent said to the 
woman, “You will not surely die.  



For God knows that when you eat of it your 
eyes will be opened, and you will be like 

God, knowing good and evil.”  So when the 
woman saw that the tree was good for food, 

and that it was a delight to the eyes, and 
that the tree was to be desired to make one 
wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she 
also gave some to her husband who was 

with her, and he ate.  Then the eyes of both 
were opened, and they knew that they were 
naked. And they sewed fig leaves together 

and made themselves loincloths. 



THE SERPENT’S TACTICS OF DECEPTION  

“Did God actually say...?” 

“You will not surely die.” 

“For God knows that when you eat of it your 
eyes will be opened, and you will be like 

God, knowing good and evil." 



Romans 5:12                               
Therefore, just as sin came into the 
world through one man, and death 

through sin, and so death spread to all 
men because all sinned—   



Therefore, just as sin came into the 
world through one man, and death 

through sin, and so death spread to all 
men because all sinned— 

“…so did righteousness come into the 
world through one man, and life 

through righteousness…” 



…and death spread to all men 
because all sinned. 



2 Ways Of Understanding                      
“…because all sinned.” 

1.  All sinned individually. 

2.  All sinned IN ADAM (that is, in   
 connection to and solidarity with 
 Adam as the representative of all 
 men). 



The Difficulty Of Opting For The “All 
Sinned Individually” View 



God appointed Adam as the head or 
representative of the race, so that he 
would stand for them, and they would 

be accounted and they would be 
accounted either just or sinful on the 

basis of his obedience to or 
disobedience of God’s command.        

– James Montgomery Boice 



1 Corinthians 15:22                            
For as in Adam all die 



The concept of our having sinned in 
Adam is certainly foreign to the mindset 
of western individualism. But are we to 
subordinate Scripture tour own cultural 
perspective?  Africans and Asians, who 
take for granted the collective solidarity 
of the extended family, tribe, nation and 

race, do not have the difficulty which 
western people experience.                       

– John Stott 



1 John 3:4                                           
Everyone who makes a practice of sinning 

also practices lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 

Romans 3:19                                                
Now we know that whatever the law says it 

speaks to those who are under the law, so that 
every mouth may be stopped, and the whole 

world may be held accountable to God. 



Jeremiah 17:9                                                      
The heart is deceitful above all things, and 
desperately sick; who can understand it? 

Mark 7:20-23                                                       
And he said, “What comes out of a person is what 

defiles him. For from within, out of the heart of 
man, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, 

murder, adultery, coveting, wickedness, deceit, 
sensuality, envy, slander, pride, foolishness. All 

these evil things come from within, and they defile 
a person.” 



Godly parents have often been afflicted 
with wicked children; grace does not 
run in the blood, but corruption does.  

– Matthew Henry	  





Romans 1:28                                                      
And since they did not see fit to acknowledge 
God, God gave them up to a debased mind to 

do what ought not to be done. 

Ephesians 4:17-18                                              
you must no longer walk as the Gentiles do, in 
the futility of their minds. They are darkened in 
their understanding, alienated from the life of 
God because of the ignorance that is in them, 

due to their hardness of heart. 



John 8:34                                                  
Jesus answered, "Truly, truly, I say to you, 

everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin." 

Titus 3:3                                                       
For we ourselves were once foolish, 

disobedient, led astray, slaves to various 
passions and pleasures, passing our days 

in malice and envy, hated by others and 
hating one another. 



John 3:19                                                     
And this is the judgment: the light has come 

into the world, and people loved the 
darkness rather than the light because their 

works were evil. 

Titus 3:3                                                        
For we ourselves were once foolish, 

disobedient, led astray, slaves to various 
passions and pleasures, passing our days in 
malice and envy, hated by others and hating 

one another. 



Sin is directly opposite to all that is 
good in the character of God, and just 

as God necessarily and eternally 
delights in Himself and in all that He is, 
so God necessarily and eternally hates 
sin. It is, in essence, the contradiction 

of the excellence of His moral 
character. It contradicts His holiness, 

and He must hate it.                                
– Wayne Grudem 



   Isaiah 6:1-7                                                
In the year that King Uzziah died I saw 
the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and 
lifted up; and the train  of his robe filled 

the temple.  Above him stood the 
seraphim. Each had six wings: with two 
he covered his face, and with two he 

covered his feet, and with two he flew. 
And one called to another and said: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; 

 the whole earth is full of his glory!” 



Only once in sacred scripture is an 
attribute of God elevated to the third 
degree… The Bible never says that 

God is love, love, love or mercy, mercy, 
mercy or wrath, wrath, wrath, or justice, 
justice, justice.  It does say that He is 

holy, holy, holy.                                       

– R. C. Sproul 



And the foundations of the 
thresholds shook at the voice of him 
who called, and the house was filled 

with smoke. 



And I said: “Woe is me! For I am 
lost;  for I am a man of unclean lips, 
and I dwell in the midst of a people 
of unclean lips; for my eyes have 

seen the a King, the Lord of hosts!” 



Then one of the seraphim flew to 
me, having in his hand a burning 
coal that he had taken with tongs 

from the altar.  And he touched my 
mouth and said: “Behold, this has 

touched your lips; your guilt is taken 
away, and your sin atoned for.” 



It must even be said that our emphasis 
on Christ’s saving work is dangerous if 
we come to it too quickly.  We learn to 

appreciate the access to God that 
Christ has won for us only after we 

have first seen God’s inaccessibility to 
sinners.  We can cry “Hallelulujah” with 

authenticity only after we have first 
cried, “Woe is me, for I am lost.”                                                           

- John Stott 


