
Sovereign Comfort In Sudden Chaos 



Mark 13:14-23                                                
But when you see the abomination of 

desolation standing where he ought not to 
be (let the reader understand), then let 

those who are in Judea flee to the 
mountains. Let the one who is on the 
housetop not go down, nor enter his 

house, to take anything out, and let the 
one who is in the field not turn back to take 

his cloak. And alas for women who are 
pregnant and for those who are nursing 

infants in those days!	  



Pray that it may not happen in winter. For 
in those days there will be such tribulation 
as has not been from the beginning of the 
creation that God created until now, and 
never will be. And if the Lord had not cut 
short the days, no human being would be 

saved. But for the sake of the elect, 
whom he chose, he shortened the days. 
And then if anyone says to you, ‘Look, 

here is the Christ!’ or ‘Look, there he is!’ 
do not believe it.	  



For false Christs and false prophets will 
arise and perform signs and wonders, 

to lead astray, if possible, the elect. But 
be on guard; I have told you all things 

beforehand.	  



But when you see the          
abomination of desolation standing 

where he ought not to be (let the 
reader understand)	  



Daniel 9:27                                                     
And on the wing of abominations shall come 

one who makes desolate, until the decreed end 
is poured out on the desolator.” 

 11:31                                                         
Forces from him shall appear and profane the 
temple and fortress, and shall take away the 

regular burnt offering. And they shall set up the 
abomination that makes desolate. 

 12:11                                                               
And from the time that the regular burnt offering 
is taken away and the abomination that makes 

desolate is set up 



Mark 13:14                                                  
But when you see the abomination of 

desolation standing where he ought not to be  

Matthew 24:15                                             
So when you see the abomination of 

desolation spoken of by the prophet Daniel, 
standing in the holy place 

Luke 21:20                                                  
But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by 

armies, then know that its desolation has 
come near. 





But when you see the abomination 
of desolation standing where he 
ought not to be (let the reader 

understand), then let those who are 
in Judea flee to the mountains.	  



The disciples are not to stay and fight for 
the physical survival of Jerusalem. They 
are not to be implicated in the coming 
war. Jesus will die at the hands of the 

Romans on the charge of being a Jewish 
rebel, but they are not to do so. No 

mistaken sense of loyalty must sway 
them into trying to bring the kingdom after 

all by means of the sword. Rather, they 
are to waste no time: they must run away.	  

–	  N.	  T.	  Wright 



Let the one who is on the housetop not 
go down, nor enter his house, to take 
anything out, and let the one who is in 
the field not turn back to take his cloak. 
And alas for women who are pregnant 

and for those who are nursing infants in 
those days! Pray that it may not happen 

in winter. 	  





Luke 21:21                                            
Then let those who are in Judea flee to 
the mountains, and let those who are 

inside the city depart, and let not those 
who are out in the country enter it 



There may be another very important, and 
very providential, reason be here assigned 

for this strange and foolish retreat of 
Cestius; which, if Josephus had been now 
a Christian, he might probably have taken 
notice of also; and that is, the affording the 
Jewish Christians in the city an opportunity 

of calling to mind the prediction and 
caution given them by Christ about thirty-
three years and a half before, that ‘when 

they should see the abomination of 
desolation’	  



[the idolatrous Roman armies, with the 
images of their idols in their ensigns, ready 
to lay Jerusalem desolate], ‘stand where it 
ought not;’ or, ‘in the holy place;’ or, ‘when 
they should see Jerusalem encompassed 
with armies,’ they should then ‘flee to the 

mountains.’ By complying with which those 
Jewish Christians fled to the mountains of 

Perea, and escaped of Cestius, this 
destruction”                                                   

– William Whitson (1737)                
translator and commentator of Josephus	  



For in those days there will be such 
tribulation as has not been from the 

beginning of the creation that God 
created until now, and never will be. 



Years Between 66-70 A.D. In Jerusalem 

* In one day anti-Roman zealots murdered 
12,000 officials and nobles and left their bodies 

in the streets.  
* Romans walled off the city so famine and 

water pollution set it in. 
* Many Jews resorted to theft, murder and 

cannibalism. 
* Jews who scaled city walls to escape were 

arrested and crucified- 500 per day. 
* Romans finally breach wall, slaughter 1 million 
Jews, burn temple and make survivors slaves. 



The soldiers went into the lanes of the city 
with their swords drawn and slew those 
whom they overtook without mercy, and 

set fire to the houses whither the Jews had 
fled, and burnt every soul in them . . . they 
ran everyone through whom they met with, 

and obstructed the very lanes with their 
dead bodies, and made the whole city run 
down with blood, to such a degree indeed 

that the fire of many houses was quenched 
with these men’s blood.                                 

– Josephus 	  



For in those days there will be such 
tribulation as has not been from the 
beginning of the creation that God 
created until now, and never will be. 



Exodus 11:6                                      
There shall be a great cry in all the land 
of Egypt, such as there has not been 
before and such as shall never be 

again” 

Ezekiel 5:9                                         
And because of all your abominations, I 

will do among you what I have not 
done, and the like of which I will 

never do again” 



And if the Lord had not cut short the 
days, no human being would be saved. 
But for the sake of the elect, whom 
he chose, he shortened the days.  



John 17:9                                                      
I am not praying for the world but for 
those whom you have given me, for 

they are yours. 

John 17:15                                                    
I do not ask that you take them out of 
the world, but that you keep them from 

the evil one. 



For the sake of His elect the Lord 
withholds many judgments and shortens 
others. In great tribulations the fire would 
devour all were it not that Out of regard to 
His elect the Lord damps the flame. Thus, 
while He saves His elect for the sake of 

Jesus, He also preserves the race for the 
sake of His chosen. What an honor is 

thus put upon saints! How diligently they 
ought to use their influence with their 

Lord! He will hear their prayers for sinners 



He blesses believers that they may be a 
blessing to those who are in unbelief. 
Many a sinner lives because of the 

prayers of a mother, or wife, or daughter 
to whom the Lord has respect.                    

– Charles Spurgeon 



And then if anyone says to you, ‘Look, 
here is the Christ!’ or ‘Look, there he is!’ 
do not believe it. For false Christs and 
false prophets will arise and perform 
signs and wonders, to lead astray, if 

possible, the elect. But be on guard; I 
have told you all things beforehand.	  



2 Thessalonians 2:13                         
But we ought always to give thanks to 
God for you, brothers beloved by the 

Lord, because God chose you as the 
firstfruits to be saved, through 

sanctification by the Spirit and belief in 
the truth.	  


