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Jeremiah 29:10-14                         
“For thus says the LORD: When 
seventy years are completed for 

Babylon, I will visit you, and I will fulfill 
to you my promise and bring you back 
to this place. For I know the plans I 

have for you, declares the LORD, plans 
for welfare and not for evil, to give you 
a future and a hope. Then you will call 
upon me and come and pray to me, 

and I will hear you.  



You will seek me and find me, when 
you seek me with all your heart. I will 
be found by you, declares the LORD, 
and I will restore your fortunes and 

gather you from all the nations and all 
the places where I have driven you, 

declares the LORD, and I will bring you 
back to the place from which I sent you 

into exile. 



For thus says the LORD: When 
seventy years are completed for 

Babylon, I will visit you, and I will fulfill 
to you my promise and bring you back 

to this place.  



Ezra 1:12 
In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, 

that the word of the LORD by the 
mouth of Jeremiah might be 

fulfilled, the LORD stirred up the 
spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, so that 
he made a proclamation throughout all 
his kingdom and also put it in writing: 



For I know the plans I have for you, 
declares the LORD, plans for welfare 
and not for evil, to give you a future 

and a hope.  





Avoid superficial interpretation. One of 
the common problems in interpreting 

the Bible is this little phrase, "This 
verse means to me....” Let me tell you 
something. It doesn't matter what it 
means to you, the question is what 

would it mean if you didn't live? What 
would it mean if you didn't exist? What 
does it mean period is the issue, not 

what does it mean to you.  
– John MacArthur 



For I know the plans I have for you, 
declares the LORD, plans for welfare 
and not for evil, to give you a future 

and a hope.  

To put Israel through 
a 70 year period of 

painful displacement 
in  Babylon- most of 
those exiled will die 

during that time. 

You (plural)- the nation 
of Israel will be restored 

to her geo-political 
boundaries after this 

period of purging- setting 
the stage for Jesus to 
come into the world. 



Psalm 115:3                                              
Our God is in the heavens; he does all that he 

pleases. 

Psalm 135:6                                                                
Whatever the LORD pleases, he does, in 

heaven and on earth, in the seas and all deeps. 

Daniel 4:35                                                                           
All the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as 

nothing, and he does according to his will 
among the host of heaven and among the 

inhabitants of the earth; and none can stay his 
hand or say to him, “What have you done?” 



2 Kings 19:25                                
“Have you not heard that I determined 
it long ago? I planned from days of old 

what now I bring to pass 



It seems we will allow God to be 
anywhere except upon His throne 

ruling His universe according to His 
good pleasure and His Sovereign will. 

 
– Jerry Bridges 



Psalm 2:1-6 
Why do the nations rage and the peoples 
plot in vain? The kings of the earth set 
themselves, and the rulers take counsel 

together, against the LORD and against his 
Anointed, saying, “Let us burst their bonds 
apart and cast away their cords from us.” 

He who sits in the heavens laughs; the 
Lord holds them in derision. Then he will 

speak to them in his wrath, and terrify them 
in his fury, saying, “As for me, I have set my 

King on Zion, my holy hill.” 



Cheer up, Christian!  Things are not left 
to chance: no blind fate rules the 

world.  God hath purposes, and those 
purposes are fulfilled.  God hath plans, 
and those plans are wise, and never 

can be dislocated.  
– Charles Spurgeon 



James 5:16 
The prayer of a righteous person has 

great power as it is working. 



When you stand before men, ask little, 
and expect less; but when you stand 
before God, ask much, and expect 

more, and believe that he is able to do 
for you exceeding  abundantly above all 

that you ask or think.  
– Charles Spurgeon 



Daniel 10:12                                                                     
Then he said to me, “Fear not, Daniel, for from the first day 

that you set your heart to understand and humbled 
yourself before your God, your words have been heard, 

and I have come because of your words. 

Amos 7:2-3                                                                   
When the locusts had finished eating the grass of the land, 

I said, “O Lord GOD, please forgive! How can Jacob 
stand? He is so small!” The LORD relented concerning 

this: “It shall not be,” said the LORD. 

Acts 10:30-31                                                                     
And Cornelius said, “Four days ago…I was praying in my 

house…, and behold, a man stood before me in bright 
clothing and said, ‘Cornelius, your prayer has been heard 

and your alms have been remembered before God. 



“If we were really convinced that 
prayer changes the way God acts, and 
that God does bring about remarkable 
changes in the world in response to 
prayer,...then we would pray much 

more than we do. If we pray little, it is 
probably because we do not really 

believe that prayer accomplishes much 
at all.” 

 – Wayne Grudem 



“For thus says the LORD: When 
seventy years are completed for 

Babylon, I will visit you, and I will fulfill 
to you my promise and bring you back 
to this place. For I know the plans I 

have for you, declares the LORD, plans 
for welfare and not for evil, to give you 
a future and a hope. Then you will 

call upon me and come and pray to 
me, and I will hear you.  



You will seek me and find me, 
when you seek me with all your 

heart. I will be found by you, 
declares the LORD, and I will restore 
your fortunes and gather you from all 
the nations and all the places where I 
have driven you, declares the LORD, 
and I will bring you back to the place 

from which I sent you into exile. 



Genesis 20:7                                 
Now then, return the man's wife, for he 
is a prophet, so that he will pray for 
you, and you shall live. But if you do 

not return her, know that you shall 
surely die, you and all who are yours.” 



Job 42:7-8                                          
the LORD said to Eliphaz the Temanite: 

“My anger burns against you and against 
your two friends, for you have not spoken 

of me what is right, as my servant Job 
has. Now therefore take seven bulls and 

seven rams and go to my servant Job and 
offer up a burnt offering... And my servant 
Job shall pray for you, for I will accept his 
prayer not to deal with you according to 

your folly. For you have not spoken of me 
what is right, as my servant Job has.” 



The same God who has decreed the 
end has also decreed that his end shall 

be reached through His appointed 
means, and one of these is prayer.  

– A. W. Pink 



He who sits in the heavens laughs; the 
Lord holds them in derision. Then he 
will speak to them in his wrath, and 

terrify them in his fury, saying, “As for 
me, I have set my King on Zion, my 

holy hill.” I will tell of the decree: The 
LORD said to me, “You are my Son; 

today I have begotten you. Ask of me, 
and I will make the nations your 

heritage, and the ends of the earth 
your possession. 


