
Godless Persecution and Gospel Perseverance 



Mark 13:1-13                                                
And as he came out of the temple, one 

of his disciples said to him, “Look, 
Teacher, what wonderful stones and 
what wonderful buildings!” And Jesus 
said to him, “Do you see these great 
buildings? There will not be left here 

one stone upon another that will not be 
thrown down.” And as he sat on the 
Mount of Olives opposite the temple, 	  



Peter and James and John and Andrew 
asked him privately, “Tell us, when will 

these things be, and what will be the sign 
when all these things are about to be 

accomplished?” And Jesus began to say 
to them, “See that no one leads you 
astray. Many will come in my name, 

saying, ‘I am he!’ and they will lead many 
astray. And when you hear of wars and 
rumors of wars, do not be alarmed. This 
must take place, but the end is not yet.	  



For nation will rise against nation, and 
kingdom against kingdom. There will be 
earthquakes in various places; there will 
be famines. These are but the beginning 
of the birth pains. “But be on your guard. 
For they will deliver you over to councils, 
and you will be beaten in synagogues, 

and you will stand before governors and 
kings for my sake, to bear witness before 

them.  And the gospel must first be 
proclaimed to all nations.	  



 And when they bring you to trial and 
deliver you over, do not be anxious 

beforehand what you are to say, but say 
whatever is given you in that hour, for it is 

not you who speak, but the Holy Spirit. 
And brother will deliver brother over to 

death, and the father his child, and 
children will rise against parents and have 
them put to death. And you will be hated 
by all for my name's sake. But the one 
who endures to the end will be saved.	  



“See that no one leads you astray. 
Many will come in my name, saying, ‘I 
am he!’ and they will lead many astray.	  



Spiritual Impostors- An Early Church 
Challenge 

Acts 8:9-10                                               
But there was a man named Simon, who 
had previously practiced magic in the city 

and amazed the people of Samaria, 
saying that he himself was somebody 

great. They all paid attention to him, from 
the least to the greatest, saying, “This 
man is the power of God that is called 

Great.” 



Acts 13:6                                               
When they had gone through the whole 

island as far as Paphos, they came upon 
a certain magician, a Jewish false 

prophet named Bar-Jesus. 

Acts 21:38                                                 
Are you not the Egyptian, then, who 

recently stirred up a revolt and led the 
four thousand men of the Assassins out 

into the wilderness?” 



False prophets are to be found in the 
circles of the most orthodox, and they 

pretend to have a fervent love for souls, 
yet they fatally delude multitudes 

concerning the way of salvation. The 
pulpit, platform, and pamphlet hucksters 
have wantonly lowered the standard of 
divine holiness and so adulterated the 

Gospel in order to make it palatable to the 
carnal mind.                                                    
– A. W. Pink 



And when you hear of wars and rumors 
of wars, do not be alarmed. This must 

take place, but the end is not yet.	  





For nation will rise against nation, and 
kingdom against kingdom. There will be 
earthquakes in various places; there will 
be famines. These are but the beginning 

of the birth pains.  



Acts 11:28                                            
And one of them named Agabus stood up 
and foretold by the Spirit that there would 
be a great famine over all the world (this 

took place in the days of Claudius). 

Acts 16:26                                              
and suddenly there was a great 

earthquake, so that the foundations of the 
prison were shaken. And immediately all 
the doors were opened, and everyone's 

bonds were unfastened. 



How often have the cities of Asia and 
Achaea fallen with one fatal shock! 

How many cities have been swallowed 
up in Syria! How many in Macedonia! 
How often has Paphos become a ruin. 
News has often been brought to us of 
the demolition of whole cities at once.  

– Seneca A.D. 58	  



The metaphor of “birth pains” is also 
instructive, for in Judaism motherhood 

was the ultimate validation of a 
woman’s worth, and birth pains ended 

the disgrace of childlessness. Likewise, 
the church’s “birth pains” in tribulation 
will validate rather than annihilate its 

existence.                                                  
– James Edwards 



“But be on your guard. For they will 
deliver you over to councils, and you 

will be beaten in synagogues, and you 
will stand before governors and kings 

for my sake 



Acts 12:1-3                                            
About that time Herod the king laid violent 

hands on some who belonged to the 
church. He killed James the brother of John 

with the sword, and when he saw that it 
pleased the Jews, he proceeded to arrest 

Peter also. 
Acts 23:33                                           

When they had come to Caesarea and 
delivered the letter to the governor, they 

presented Paul also before him         
(Felix- governor of Judea.) 



For they will deliver you over to 
councils, and you will be beaten in 

synagogues, and you will stand before 
governors and kings for my sake, to 

bear witness before them. 	  



One of the greatest paradoxes in 
Christian history is that the church is 
most pure in times of cultural hostility. 

When things are easy and good, that is 
when the church most often goes 
astray. When Christianity seems 

identical with the culture and even 
when the church seems to be enjoying 
its greatest earthly success, then it is 

weakest.	  



Conversely, when the church 
encounters hardship, persecution, and 

suffering…then it is closest to its 
crucified Lord, then there are fewer 
hypocrites and nominal believers 

among its members, and then the faith 
of Christians burns most intensely.          

– Gene Edward Veith 



And the gospel must first be proclaimed to 
all nations. 

Colossians 1:5-6                                          
Of this you have heard before in the word of 
the truth, the gospel, which has come to you, 

as indeed in the whole world it is bearing 
fruit and increasing 

Colossians 1:23                                          
the hope of the gospel that you heard, which 
has been proclaimed in all creation under 

heaven, and of which I, Paul, became a 
minister. 



And when they bring you to trial and 
deliver you over, do not be anxious 
beforehand what you are to say, but 
say whatever is given you in that 

hour, for it is not you who speak, but 
the Holy Spirit. 	  



Acts 6:10                                                    
But they could not withstand the 

wisdom and the Spirit with which 
Stephen was speaking. 

Acts 7:55                                              
But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed 
into heaven and saw the glory of God, 
and Jesus standing at the right hand of 

God. 



And brother will deliver brother over to 
death, and the father his child, and 

children will rise against parents and 
have them put to death. And you will be 

hated by all for my name's sake. But 
the one who endures to the end will 

be saved.	  



1 Peter 5:10                                               
And after you have suffered a little while, the 
God of all grace, who has called you to his 
eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, 

confirm, strengthen, and establish you. 

James 1:12                                             
Blessed is the man who remains steadfast 

under trial, for when he has stood the test he 
will receive the crown of life, which God has 

promised to those who love him. 



Hebrews 3:14                                      
For we have come to share in Christ, if 
indeed we hold our original confidence 

firm to the end.	  


