
The Long Arm Of The Law 



Exodus 20:1-21                                    
And God spoke all these words, saying, 

 “I am the LORD your God, who 
brought you out of the land of Egypt, 
out of the house of slavery. “You shall 
have no other gods before me. “You 
shall not make for yourself a carved 

image, or any likeness of anything that 
is in heaven above, or that is in the 
earth beneath, or that is in the water 

under the earth.  



You shall not bow down to them or serve 
them, for I the LORD your God am a 

jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the 
fathers on the children to the third and 

the fourth generation of those who hate 
me, but showing steadfast love to 

thousands of those who love me and 
keep my commandments. “You shall not 
take the name of the LORD your God in 

vain, for the LORD will not hold him 
guiltless who takes his name in vain. 

  



“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it 
holy. Six days you shall labor, and do 
all your work, but the seventh day is a 
Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it 
you shall not do any work, you, or your 

son, or your daughter, your male 
servant, or your female servant, or your 
livestock, or the sojourner who is within 
your gates. For in six days the LORD 
made heaven and earth, the sea, and 
all that is in them, and rested on the 



seventh day. Therefore the LORD 
blessed the Sabbath day and made it 

holy. “Honor your father and your 
mother, that your days may be long in 
the land that the LORD your God is 

giving you. “You shall not murder. “You 
shall not commit adultery. “You shall not 
steal. “You shall not bear false witness 
against your neighbor. “You shall not 

covet your neighbor's house; you shall 
not covet your neighbor's wife, or his 



male servant, or his female servant, or 
his ox, or his donkey, or anything that is 

your neighbor's.” Now when all the 
people saw the thunder and the flashes 

of lightning and the sound of the 
trumpet and the mountain smoking, the 
people were afraid and trembled, and 
they stood far off and said to Moses, 

“You speak to us, and we will listen; but 
do not let God speak to us, lest we die.” 
Moses said to the people, “Do not fear,  



for God has come to test you, that the 
fear of him may be before you, that you 
may not sin.” The people stood far off, 

while Moses drew near to the thick 
darkness where God was. 
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Three Kinds Of Law In The Old Testament 

Ceremonial Civil Moral 

You shall not 
wear a garment 
of cloth made of 

two kinds of 
material.  

Leviticus 19:19 

Cities of 
refuge. 

Numbers 35:14 
 

You shall not 
commit adultery. 

Exodus 20:14 

No- fulfilled 
in Christ. 

No- God’s people  
no longer “geo-

political” in nature 
 
 

Yes- God’s heart is 
still God’s heart. 

 
 
 

“Religious” 
rituals 

Regulating 
society 

Eternal virtues for all 
times/places 

Essence 

e.g. 

Today? 



Exodus 20:1-21                                    
And God spoke all these words, saying, 

 “I am the LORD your God, who 
brought you out of the land of Egypt, 

out of the house of slavery.  



Deuteronomy 9:4-5                               
Do not say in your heart, after the Lord 
your God has thrust them out before 

you, ‘It is because of my righteousness 
that the Lord has brought me in to 
possess this land,’ whereas it is 

because of the wickedness of these 
nations that the Lord is driving them out 

before you. 



Nehemiah 9:13                                      
You came down on Mount Sinai and spoke 

with them from heaven and gave them right 
rules and true laws, good statutes and 

commandments 

Psalm 19:7-8                                         
The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the 

soul; the testimony of the LORD is sure, 
making wise the simple; the precepts of the 

LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; the 
commandment of the LORD is pure, 

enlightening the eyes; 



We are to order our lives by the light 
of His law, not our guesses about 

His plan.                                            
– J. I. Packer 



Deuteronomy 4:40                              
Therefore you shall keep his statutes and 
his commandments, which I command 
you today, that it may go well with 
you and with your children after you 

Deuteronomy 5:29                                    
Oh that they had such a heart as this 
always, to fear me and to keep all my 

commandments, that it might go well 
with them and with their descendants 

forever! 



The law of God was not designed by a 
capricious tyrant in order to keep his 

people miserable.	  



Leviticus 20:26                                      
You shall be holy to me, for I the Lord 
am holy and have separated you from 
the peoples, that you should be mine. 



Israel:  The Strategic Land Bridge 



Deuteronomy 6:24                           
And the LORD commanded us to 
do all these statutes, to fear the 

LORD our God, for our good 
always, that he might preserve us 

alive, as we are this day. 



Deuteronomy 27:26                         
Cursed be anyone who does not 
confirm the words of this law by 

doing them.’ And all the people shall 
say, ‘Amen.’ 



James 2:10                                          
For whoever keeps the whole law but 

fails in one point has become 
accountable for all of it. 



Romans 3:19-20                               
Now we know that whatever the law 

says it speaks to those who are under 
the law, so that every mouth may be 

stopped, and the whole world may 
be held accountable to God. For by 

works of the law no human being will 
be justified in his sight, since through 

the law comes knowledge of sin. 



The law was added in order that we 
might realize that God is right to 

condemn us all, and to give our minds 
no rest from anxious and tortuous 
thoughts, in order that our despair 
might lead us to find hope in his 

promise. 
 – John Calvin 



Galatians 3:10                                    
For all who rely on works of the law 

are under a curse; for it is written, 
“Cursed be everyone who does not 

abide by all things written in the Book 
of the Law, and do them.” 



While the Law defines righteousness, 
only grace delivers it. The Law was 

never intended to be a means of 
obtaining grace; it was given to 

demonstrate to men that grace was 
desperately needed. 

– Bob Deffinbaugh 



Galatians 3:21-26                                 
Is the law then contrary to the 

promises of God? Certainly not! For if 
a law had been given that could give 
life, then righteousness would indeed 

be by the law. But the Scripture 
imprisoned everything under sin, so 

that the promise by faith in Jesus 
Christ might be given to those who 

believe. 



Now before faith came, we were held 
captive under the law, imprisoned 

until the coming faith would be 
revealed. So then, the law was our 
guardian until Christ came, in order 

that we might be justified by faith. But 
now that faith has come, we are no 

longer under a guardian, for in Christ 
Jesus you are all sons of God, 

through faith. 



I do not believe that any man can preach the 
gospel who does not preach the law. The law 
is the needle, and you cannot draw the silken 

thread of the gospel through a man's heart 
unless you first send the needle of the law to 
make way for it. If men do not understand the 

law, they will not feel that they are sinners. 
And if they are not consciously sinners, they 
will never value the sin offering. There is no 
healing a man till the law has wounded him, 
no making him alive till the law has slain him. 

– Charles Spurgeon 


