


Matthew 5:3 Blessed are the poor in spirit,  
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  
4 Blessed are those who mourn,  
for they shall be comforted.  
5 Blessed are the gentle,  
for they shall inherit the earth.  
6 Blessed are those who hunger  
and thirst for righteousness,  
for they shall be satisfied.  
7 Blessed are the merciful,  
for they shall receive mercy.  
8 Blessed are the pure in heart,  
for they shall see God.  



Matthew 5:9 Blessed are the peacemakers,  
for they shall be called sons of God.  
10 Blessed are those who have been 
persecuted for the sake of righteousness,  
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  
11 Blessed are you when people insult you  
and persecute you, and falsely say  
all kinds of evil against you because of Me.  
12 Rejoice and be glad,  
for your reward in heaven is great;  
for in the same way they persecuted  
the prophets who were before you. 



I. The Irony of it All 



Matthew 5:4 HAPPY are those who 
mourn, for they shall be comforted. 

 (NASB) 

“Blessed” - a Greek word which means 
“happy, contented, blissful, fortunate.” 



Happiness is never found directly. It is 
always and only a by-product of seeking 

something other than happiness.  
The Bible never says, “Blessed is the  

one who seeks happiness.” If you seek 
righteousness more than happiness, you 
will get both. If you seek happiness more 
than righteousness, you will get neither. 

- Tim Keller   
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1.  Anger over Satan’s evil 
reign in a world of injustice 



35 Jesus wept.  

34 and said, “Where have you 
laid him?” They said to Him, 
“Lord, come and see.”  

33 When Jesus therefore saw her 
weeping, and the Jews who came 
with her also weeping, He was 
angry in spirit and was troubled,  

John 
11 



Isaiah 53:3 He was contemptible and 
forsaken by men, a man of pain and 
familiar with suffering. And like one  
from whom men hide their face, He was 
contemptible, and we did not value Him.  
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reign in a world of injustice 
2. Sadness that tragedies  
are not always prevented 
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Jn. 11:35 Jesus wept.  

36 So the Jews were 
saying, “See how He 
loved him!”  

37 But some of them said, “Could not this 
man, who opened the eyes of the blind man, 
have kept this man also from dying?” 
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Lk. 19:41 When he had approached 
the city, he over it... 



I. The Irony of it All 

1.  Anger over Satan’s evil 
reign in a world of injustice 
2. Sadness that tragedies  
are not always prevented 
3. Sorrow over the loss 
and misfortune of others 

4. Grief over personal loss, misfortune, or  
the consequences of one’s own 
foolishness 

II. Four Good Reasons to Mourn 



Lk. 22:61 The Lord turned and looked at 
Peter. And Peter remembered the word 
of the Lord, how He had told him, 
“Before a rooster crows today, you will 
deny Me three times.”  
62 And Peter went out and wept bitterly. 



III. Only in God’s kingdom can one 
simultaneously experience true 

grief and blissful happiness  
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Luke 12:30 For all these things the nations 
of the world eagerly seek; but your  
Father knows that you need these things.  

31 But seek His kingdom,  
and these things will be added to you.  

32 Do not be afraid, little flock,  
for your Father is delighted  
to give you the kingdom. 



III. Only in God’s kingdom can one 
simultaneously experience true 

grief and blissful happiness  

I. The Irony of it All 

IV. Mourning in the present kingdom 
anticipates comfort in the future kingdom 

II. Four Good Reasons to Mourn 



Matthew 5:4 Happy are those who 
mourn, for they shall be comforted. 

Luke 6:21  Happy are you who 
weep now, for you shall laugh.  


