
The Life Of A 
Pastor Amidst The 

Church 



To sit long in one posture, poring over 
a book, or driving a quill, is in itself a 

taxing of nature; but add to this a 
badly-ventilated chamber, a body which 

has long been without muscular 
exercise, and a heart burdened with 

many cares, and we have all the 
elements for preparing a seething 

cauldron of despair, especially in the 
dim months of fog.                                                  
– Charles Spurgeon 



Titus 1:1-5                                      
Paul, a servant of God and an apostle of 
Jesus Christ, for the sake of the faith of 
God's elect and their knowledge of the 
truth, which accords with godliness, in 
hope of eternal life, which God, who 
never lies, promised before the ages 

began and at the proper time manifested 
in his word through the preaching with 

which I have been entrusted by the 
command of God our Savior; 



To Titus, my true child in a common 
faith: Grace and peace from God the 

Father and Christ Jesus our Savior. This 
is why I left you in Crete, so that you 
might put what remained into order, 
and appoint elders in every town as I 

directed you— 



This is why I left you in Crete, so that 
you might put what remained into 

order, and appoint elders in every town 
as I directed you— 





Titus 1:12-13                                    
One of the Cretans, a prophet of their 
own, said, “Cretans are always liars, 

evil beasts, lazy gluttons.” This 
testimony is true. 



This is why I left you in Crete, so that 
you might put what remained into 

order, and appoint elders in every 
town as I directed you— 



This is why I left you in Crete, so that 
you might put what remained into 

order, and appoint elders in every 
town as I directed you— 



Acts 14:23                                                                                      
And when they had appointed elders for them in 

every church, with prayer and fasting they 
committed them to the Lord in whom they had 

believed.  
Titus 1:5                                                                                          

This is why I left you in Crete, so that you might put 
what remained into order, and appoint elders in 

every town as I directed you 

1 Peter 5:1                                                                                     
So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder 
and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, as well as a 

partaker in the glory that is going to be revealed 



     What About The Pastor-                                
Is That A “Special” Role? 

Elder Pastor 

Volunteer Role “Professional” Role 

Sadly, too many Christian view the 
role of a pastor in this light. The 

Scripture has a very different 
understanding. 



Ø “Pastor” is never an office in Scripture.          

Ø Pastoring is one of many spiritual gifts. 

Ø Certain elders devote special time and 
energy to teaching, a key function of 

pastoring. 
The elders who direct the affairs of the church well are worthy of 

double honor, especially those whose work is preaching and 
teaching. (1 Tim 5:17) 

“He gave some to be…pastors and teachers…” (Eph 4:11) 

Ø A pastor is one member of the elder 
team who devotes special attention to 

teaching/shepherding. 



A Better Understanding Of Leadership 

One Team Of Elders Who Work As One To Lead The Church 

Elders Pastor-
Elders 

United 
as a 

team to 
lead the 
church 



Titus held some additional charge, 
which consisted in giving a form to 

churches that had not yet been 
properly arranged, and in appointing a 
fixed kind of government accompanied 

by discipline. Having laid the 
foundation, Paul departed; and then it 
became the duty of Titus to carry the 
work higher, that the building might 

have fair proportions.                              
– John Calvin 



Not a few preachers’ kids have been 
catapulted into rebellion because their 
fathers squeezed their lives to fit their 

members’ expectations.  What a 
massive sin against one’s children!          

– R. Kent Hughes 



1 Peter 5:1-4   
So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow 

elder and a witness of the sufferings of 
Christ, as well as a partaker in the glory that 
is going to be revealed: shepherd the flock of 
God that is among you, exercising oversight, 
not under compulsion, but willingly, as God 
would have you; not for shameful gain, but 
eagerly; not domineering over those in your 
charge, but being examples to the flock. And 
when the chief Shepherd appears, you will 

receive the unfading crown of glory. 



Our Good Shepherd has become the 
model for under-shepherds. His great 

concern is the good of the sheep. A good 
shepherd gives himself to the sheep. A 
thief comes to get something form the 
flock – wool or mutton. Jesus our Lord 

made every personal claim subservient to 
the blessing of his flock, even to giving 

His life that they might live.                                                
 

– Walter Chantry 



1 Thessalonians 5:12-13 
We ask you, brothers, to respect those 
who labor among you and are over you 
in the Lord and admonish you, and to 

esteem them very highly in love 
because of their work. 



The church cannot be expected to do its work 
effectively if their followers are not loyally 

supporting the leaders. It’s a matter of fact 
that we’re often slow to realize to this day that 

effective leadership in the church of Christ 
demands effective following. If we’re 

continually critical of them that are set over 
us, small wonder if they’re unable to perform 
the miracles that we demand of them. If we 

bear in mind the work’s sake, we may be more 
inclined to esteem them very highly in love.        

– Leon Morris 
  



Church leaders are Satan’s special targets. The 
more faithful and fruitful a pastor is, the more 
his people need to pray for his strength and 
protection. He is more subject to the devil’s 
schemes to make him discouraged or self-

satisfied, hopeless or superficially optimistic, 
cowardly or overconfident. Satan uses every 

situation – favorable or unfavorable, successful 
or unsuccessful – to try to weaken, distract, and 

discredit God’s gifted men in their work of 
“equipping of the saints for the work of 

service” (Eph 4:12).                                        
– John MacArthur 


