
Pt.8                     
The God Who 
Saves Pt. 1 



Here are two mysteries for the price 
of one--the plurality of persons 
within the unity of God, and the 

union of Godhead and manhood in 
the  person of Jesus. 

- J.I. Packer 



Philippians 2:5-11                              
Have this mind among yourselves, 
which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, 

though he was in the form of God, did 
not count equality with God a thing to 
be grasped, but emptied himself, by 

taking the form of a servant, being born 
in the likeness of men. And being found 
in human form, he humbled himself by 

becoming obedient to the point of 
death, even death on a cross.  



Therefore God has highly exalted him 
and bestowed on him the name that is 
above every name, so that at the name 

of Jesus every knee should bow, in 
heaven and on earth and under the 

earth, and every tongue confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God 

the Father. 



Have this mind among yourselves, 
which is yours in Christ Jesus 



who, though he was in the    
form of God 

‘Form’- morphe the essential nature 
and/or attributes of someone or 

something 

By taking the  form  of a servant morphe 



2 Corinthians 3:18                                   
And we all, with unveiled face, beholding 

the glory of the Lord, are being 
transformed into the same image from one 
degree of glory to another. For this comes 

from the Lord who is the Spirit. 

   morphe 

Galatians 4:19                                         
my little children, for whom I am again in 

the anguish of childbirth until Christ is 
formed in you!  morphe 



‘Form’ expresses the sum of those 
characterizing qualities which make a thing 
the precise thing that it is. ’The form of God' 
is the sum of the characteristics which make 

the being we call 'God' specifically God, 
rather than an angel, say, or a man. When 
our Lord is said to be in 'the form of God,' 

therefore, He is declared, in the most 
express manner possible, to be all that God 
is, to possess the whole fullness of attributes 

which make God God.                                                                                                       
– B. B. Warfield 



Jesus Possesses The Very Essence Of God 
John 8:58                                             

Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, 
before Abraham was, I am.” 



did not count equality with God a thing 
to be grasped 

‘grasped-’ taken by or clung to with 
force- originally used of soldiers fighting 

or robbers stealing. 



The eternal Son released His grip on 
equality with the Father and began 
sliding down the rope of humiliation. 

Christ had a perfect right to bold on to 
what was His. But He did not cling to 

His rights, but rather He let go of them 
with all five fingers. 

- Dwight Edwards 



but emptied himself,                      
by taking the form of a servant, 

being born in the likeness of men.  

In what way did 
Jesus empty 

himself? Did he 
cease to be God? 

By adding 
something that 
would limit the 

expression of his 
deity. 



2 Corinthians 8:9                             
For you know the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that though he was 
rich, yet for your sake he became 
poor, so that you by his poverty 

might become rich. 



Man was added to Him, God not lost to 
Him; He emptied Himself not by losing 

what He was, but by taking to Him what 
He was not.                                                

– Augustine  



Being born in the likeness of men.  

Why not say “born as a man?”  

Romans 8:3                                          
For God has done what the law, 

weakened by the flesh, could not do. 
By sending his own Son in the likeness 

of sinful flesh and for sin, he 
condemned sin in the flesh, 



Jesus Was Genuinely Human But Not 
Sinfully Human 

Hebrews 4:15                                             
one who in every respect has been tempted as 

we are, yet without sin. 



He is concerned to show that when the 
Father sent the Son into this world of 

sin, of misery, and of death, he sent him 
in a manner that brought him into the 

closest relation to sinful humanity that it 
was possible for him to come without 

becoming himself sinful. He himself was 
holy and undefiled -- the word likeness 
guards this truth. But he came in the 

same human nature.                                   
– John Murray  



Jesus Experienced Real Human Limitations 
John 4:6                                                    

so Jesus, wearied as he was from his 
journey, was sitting beside the well 



Jesus Experienced Real Human Emotions 

Mark 6:6                                                  
And he marveled because of their unbelief. 



He is not humanity deified. He is not 
Godhead humanized. He is God. He is 
man. He is all that God is, and all that 

man is as God created Him.                    
– Charles Spurgeon 



Hebrews 10:10-12                              
And by that will we have been sanctified 

through the offering of the body of 
Jesus Christ once for all. 

 And every priest stands daily at his 
service, offering repeatedly the same 
sacrifices, which can never take away 
sins. But when Christ had offered 
for all time a single sacrifice for sins, 
he sat down at the right hand of God 



Our Savior must be fully man in order 
to take the place of men and die in their 

stead, and He must be fully God in 
order for the value of His sacrificial 

payment to satisfy the demands of our 
infinitely holy God. Man He must be, 

but a mere man simply could not make 
this infinite payment for sin.  

– Bruce Ware 


