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The God Who 

Returns 



Hebrews 9:27-28                               
And just as it is appointed for man to 

die once, and after that comes 
judgment, so Christ, having been 
offered once to bear the sins of 

many, will appear a second time, not 
to deal with sin but to save those 
who are eagerly waiting for him. 



Hebrews 9:27-28                               
And just as it is appointed for man to 

die once, and after that comes 
judgment, so Christ, having been 
offered once to bear the sins of 

many, will appear a second time, 
not to deal with sin but to save those 

who are eagerly waiting for him. 



Acts 1:11                                                            
(The angels) said, “Men of Galilee, why do you 

stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was 
taken up from you into heaven, will come in the 

same way as you saw him go into heaven. 
Revelation 1:7                                                   

Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and every 
eye will see him, even those who pierced him, and 

all tribes of the earth will wail on account of him.  

John 14:3                                                          
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will 
come again and will take you to myself, that 

where I am you may be also. 



It cannot be to the dead that light shall come.                                                        
– Euripides. 

 Rather would I live upon the soil as the 
hireling of another, with a landless man 

whose livelihood was small, than bear sway 
among all the dead who are no more.                

- Homer 

When earth once drinks the blood of a man, 
there is death once and for all and there is no 

resurrection.                                                      
- Aeschylus 



Hebrews 9:27-28                                     
And just as it is appointed for man to die once, 

and after that comes judgment, so Christ, 
having been offered once to bear the sins of 
many, will appear a second time, not to deal 
with sin but to save those who are eagerly 

waiting for him. 

Man 
1) Dies 

2) Then Faces 
Judgment 

Christ 
1) Dies For Man’s 

Sins 
2) Saves us from 

judgment 



The apostolic church thought more 
about the Second Coming of Jesus 

Christ than about death and heaven. 
The early Christians were looking, not 
for a cleft in the ground called a grave 
but for a crack in the sky called Glory.  

– Alexander Maclaren 



1 Thessalonians 4:13-18                           
But we do not want you to be 

uninformed, brothers, about those who 
are asleep, that you may not grieve as 
others do who have no hope. For since 

we believe that Jesus died and rose 
again, even so, through Jesus, God will 
bring with him those who have fallen 

asleep. For this we declare to you by a 
word from the Lord, that we who are 

alive, who are left until the coming of the 
Lord,  



will not precede those who have fallen 
asleep. For the Lord himself will descend 
from heaven with a cry of command, with 
the voice of an archangel, and with the 
sound of the trumpet of God. And the 

dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who 
are alive, who are left, will be caught up 
together with them in the clouds to meet 
the Lord in the air, and so we will always 
be with the Lord. Therefore encourage 

one another with these words. 



But we do not want you to be 
uninformed, brothers, about those who 

are asleep, that you may not grieve as 
others do who have no hope.  



For since we believe that Jesus died and 
rose again, even so, through Jesus, God 
will bring with him those who have 

fallen asleep.  



For this we declare to you by a word from 
the Lord, that we who are alive, who are 
left until the coming of the Lord, will not 
precede those who have fallen asleep.   



For the Lord himself will descend from 
heaven with a cry of command, with the 

voice of an archangel, and with the 
sound of the trumpet of God. And the 

dead in Christ will rise first.  
1) A Cry- Literally A “Shout” 

2) The Voice Of The Archangel (rallying 
angels to get ready?) 
3) Trumpet- Always used to signal a public 
event (Lev 25:9; Num 10:8; Jer 4:5; Matt 
6:2) 

For the Lord himself will descend from  



And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then 
we who are alive, who are left, will be 
caught up together with them in the 

clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so 
we will always be with the Lord.  

apantesin 

Acts 28:15-16  
And the brothers 

there…came as far as 
the Forum of Appius 
and Three Taverns to 
meet   us...And when 
we came into Rome,  

apantesin 

Matthew 25:6          
But at midnight 
there was a cry, 

‘Here is the 
bridegroom! Come 
out to meet him.’ apantesin 

Raptura- Latin 



Matthew 25:1-10                                         
“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like 
ten virgins who took their lamps and went 

to meet the bridegroom. Five of them 
were foolish, and five were wise. For 

when the foolish took their lamps, they 
took no oil with them, but the wise took 

flasks of oil with their lamps. As the 
bridegroom was delayed, they all became 
drowsy and slept. But at midnight there 

was a cry, ‘Here is the bridegroom! Come 
out to meet him.’ 



Then all those virgins rose and trimmed 
their lamps. And the foolish said to the 
wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our 

lamps are going out.’ But the wise 
answered, saying, ‘…go rather to the 

dealers and buy for yourselves.’ And while 
they were going to buy, the bridegroom 

came, and those who were ready went in 
with him to the marriage feast, and the 

door was shut.  



This is our hope. He to whom we have 
already looked as coming once to bear 

the sins of many will have another 
manifestation to the sons of men; this 
is a happy prospect in itself. But that 
second appearing has certain peculiar 

marks which glorify it exceedingly. 
Our Lord will have ended the business 

of sin. He has so taken it away from His 
people and so effectually borne its 

penalty that He will have nothing to do 



with it at His Second Coming. He will 
present no sin offering, for He will have 
utterly put sin away. Our Lord will then 
complete the salvation of His people. 

They will be finally and perfectly saved 
and will in every respect enjoy the 

fullness of that salvation. He comes not 
to bear the result of our transgressions 
but to bring the result of His obedience; 
not to remove our condemnation but to 

perfect our salvation. 



Our Lord appears thus only to those 
who look for Him. He will not be seen 
in this character by men whose eyes 
are blinded with self and sin. To them 
He will be a terrible Judge and nothing 
more. We must first look to Him and 
then look for Him; and in both cases 

our look shall be life.                              
– Charles Spurgeon 


