
Pt.12                  
The God Who 

Pursues 



Matthew 16:13-19                            
Now when Jesus came into the district 

of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 
disciples, “Who do people say that the 
Son of Man is?” And they said, “Some 
say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, 

and others Jeremiah or one of the 
prophets.” He said to them, “But who do 
you say that I am?” Simon Peter replied, 
“You are the Christ, the Son of the living 

God.”  



And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are 
you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and 

blood has not revealed this to you, but 
my Father who is in heaven. And I tell 

you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will 
build my church, and the gates of hell 

shall not prevail against it. I will give you 
the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and 

whatever you bind on earth shall be 
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose 

on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” 



And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are 
you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood 

has not revealed this to you, but my 
Father who is in heaven. And I tell you, 
you are Peter, and on this rock I will 
build my church, and the gates of hell 
shall not prevail against it. I will give you 
the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and 

whatever you bind on earth shall be bound 
in heaven, and whatever you loose on 

earth shall be loosed in heaven.” 



 Ephesians 2:1-10                                                                 
And you were dead in the trespasses 
and sins in which you once walked, …
and were by nature children of wrath, 

like the rest of mankind. But God, being 
rich in mercy, because of the great love 
with which he loved us, even when we 
were dead in our trespasses, made us 
alive together with Christ…and raised 

us up with him and seated us with him 
in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,  



so that in the coming ages he might 
show the immeasurable riches of his 
grace in kindness toward us in Christ 
Jesus. And this is not your own doing; 

it is the gift of God,  not a result of 
works, so that no one may boast. For 
we are his workmanship, created in 

Christ Jesus for good works, which God 
prepared beforehand, that we should 

walk in them.  



 Ephesians 2:18-22                                                   
For through him we both have access 

in one Spirit to the Father.  So then you 
are no longer strangers and aliens, 
but you are fellow citizens with the 
saints and members of the household 
of God,  built on the foundation of the 

apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus 
himself being the cornerstone,  in 

whom the whole structure,  



being joined together, grows into a holy 
temple in the Lord. In him you also are 
being built together into a dwelling 

place for God by the Spirit.  



The fellowship of the church is part of 
God's good news to men. It imparts to 

the gospel one of its most thrilling notes
—that when Christ saves a man he not 
only saves him from his sin, he saves 

him from his solitude.	  	  

 -   Frank Colquhoun	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  



One of our chief evangelical blind spots 
has been to overlook the central 

importance of the church. We tend to 
proclaim individual salvation without 

moving on to the saved community. We 
emphasize that Christ died for us ‘to 

redeem us from all iniquity’ rather than 
‘to purify for himself a people of his 
own’. We think of ourselves more as 
‘Christians’ than as ‘churchmen’, and 
our message is more good news of a 



new life than of a new society. Nobody 
can emerge from a careful reading of 
Paul’s letter to the Ephesians with a 

privatized gospel. For Ephesians is the 
gospel of the church. It sets forth God’s 
eternal purpose to create through Jesus 
Christ a new society which stands out 

in bright relief against the somber 
background of the old world.                    

– John Stott 



Acts 1:1 
In my former book, Theophilus, I 

wrote about all that Jesus 
began to do and to teach 

until the day he was taken up to 
heaven 





1 Peter 2: 9-10                                                          
But you are a chosen race, a royal 

priesthood, a holy nation, a people for 
his own possession, that you may 

proclaim the excellencies of him who 
called you out of darkness into his 

marvelous light.  Once you were not a 
people, but now you are God's people; 
once you had not received mercy, but 

now you have received mercy.  



	  1	  Peter	  2:9-‐10	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
But	  you	  are	  a	  chosen	  

race,	  a	  royal	  priesthood,	  
a	  holy	  na:on,	  a	  people	  
for	  his	  own	  possession,	  
that	  you	  may	  proclaim	  
the	  excellencies	  of	  him	  
who	  called	  you	  out	  of	  
darkness	  into	  his	  

marvelous	  light.	  Once	  
you	  were	  not	  a	  people,	  
but	  now	  you	  are	  God's	  

people;	  	  

Exodus	  15:5-‐6	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
Now	  therefore,	  if	  you	  
will	  indeed	  obey	  my	  
voice	  and	  keep	  my	  

covenant,	  you	  shall	  be	  
my	  treasured	  

possession	  among	  all	  
peoples,	  for	  all	  the	  

earth	  is	  mine;	  and	  you	  
shall	  be	  to	  me	  a	  

kingdom	  of	  priests	  and	  
a	  holy	  na:on.	  	  





Deuteronomy 4:5-7 
See, I have taught you statutes and 

rules, as the LORD my God 
commanded me, that you should do 

them in the land that you are entering 
to take possession of it. Keep them and 
do them, for that will be your wisdom 
and your understanding in the sight of 
the peoples, who, when they hear all 

these statutes, will say, 



‘Surely this great nation is a wise and 
understanding people.’ For what great 
nation is there that has a god so near 

to it as the LORD our God is to us, 
whenever we call upon him?  



Isaiah 49:6                                                                                           
I will make you as a light for the nations, that 

my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.” 

Luke 2:29-32                                                                               
“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in 
peace…for my eyes have seen your salvation 
that you have prepared in the presence of all 

peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles,  
and for glory to your people Israel.” 

 Acts 13:47                                                                                                                         
For so the Lord has commanded us, saying,  “‘I 

have made you a light for the Gentiles, that you 
may bring salvation to the ends of the earth.’” 



Acts 1:8                                                              
But you will receive power when the 

Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you 
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and 
in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 

end of the earth.”  





John 17:14-18                                                            
I have given them your word, and the 

world has hated them because they are 
not of the world, just as I am not of the 
world. I do not ask that you take them 

out of the world, but that you keep them 
from the evil one. They are not of the 
world, just as I am not of the world. 

Sanctify them in the truth; your word is 
truth. As you sent me into the world, 
so I have sent them into the world. 



The tragedy of the church of Jesus 
Christ is that so many people have lost 
sight of that commission and they have 
settled for a comfortable self-indulgent 
kind of Christianity that is little more 

than an inexpensive social club 
membership. That is not God's 

intention.                                                                                    

- John MacArthur 













And day by day, attending the temple together 
and breaking bread in their homes, they received 

their food with glad and generous hearts 

to whom not only I give thanks but all the 
churches of the Gentiles give thanks as well. 

Greet also the church in their house. 

When he realized this, he went to the house of 
Mary, the mother of John whose other name was 
Mark, where many were gathered together and 

were praying. 



The churches of Asia send you greetings. 
Aquila and Prisca, together with the church 
in their house, send you hearty greetings in 

the Lord. 

and Apphia our sister and Archippus our 
fellow soldier, and the church in your house: 



…One	  Another	  	  



…One	  Another	  	  


