
Joshua Meets 
The True 

Commander 



Joshua 5:13-15 
When Joshua was by Jericho, he 
lifted up his eyes and looked, and 

behold, a man was standing before 
him with his drawn sword in his 

hand. And Joshua went to him and 
said to him, “Are you for us, or for 

our adversaries?” And he said, “No; 
but I am the commander of the army 

of the LORD. Now I have come.” 



And Joshua fell on his face to the 
earth and worshiped and said to him, 

“What does my lord say to his 
servant?” And the commander of the 
LORD's army said to Joshua, “Take 
off your sandals from your feet, for 
the place where you are standing is 

holy.” And Joshua did so. 



When Joshua was by Jericho, he 
lifted up his eyes and looked 



On the one hand, this was the moment Israel 
should have attacked the Canaanite forces in 
Jericho. On the other hand, if the armies of 
Jericho had known of the circumcision of the 

Jewish army, they should attacked the 
weakened troops. Humanly speaking, the 

actions of the Jews were utter folly. But the 
wisdom of God is not like human wisdom, 

and it was far more important that the hearts 
of the people be right with God than that 

they gain a momentary military advantage.  
– James Montgomery Boice 



behold, a man was standing 
before him with his drawn sword 

in his hand.  



Numbers 22:31                                          
Then the LORD opened the eyes of Balaam, 

and he saw the angel of the LORD standing in 
the way, with his drawn sword in his hand. 

And he bowed down and fell on his face 

1 Chronicles 21:16                                      
And David lifted his eyes and saw               

the angel of the LORD standing between 
earth and heaven, and in his hand a drawn 
sword stretched out over Jerusalem. Then 

David and the elders, clothed in sackcloth, fell 
upon their faces. 



1 Kings 22:19                              
And Micaiah said, “Therefore 

hear the word of the LORD: I saw 
the LORD sitting on his throne, 

and all the host of heaven 
standing beside him on his 
right hand and on his left; 



Psalm 103:20-21                 
Bless the LORD, O you his 

angels, you mighty ones who 
do his word, obeying the voice 
of his word! Bless the LORD, all 
his hosts, his ministers, who 

do his will! 



There is no indication that the man 
Joshua met was taking personal 

command of Israel’s army, displacing 
Joshua, and the language of verse 15 

(concerning holy ground) strongly 
suggests that this is a supernatural 

being representing God and his hosts.  
– D. M. Howard 



Who Is “The Commander Of The 
Lord’s Armies?” 

1)  An angelic messenger with a special 
 commission from God. 

2)  A “Theophany” (i.e. Yawheh 
 himself  in a visible form) 

3)  A “Christophany” (i.e. a pre-
 incarnate appearance of Jesus 
 Christ) 



Revelation 19:9-10                             
And the angel said to me, “Write this: 

Blessed are those who are invited to the 
marriage supper of the Lamb.” And he 

said to me, “These are the true words of 
God.” Then I fell down at his feet to 

worship him, but he said to me, “You 
must not do that! I am a fellow 

servant with you and your brothers 
who hold to the testimony of Jesus. 

Worship God.” 



Revelation 22:8-9                                   
I, John, am the one who heard and saw 
these things. And when I heard and saw 

them, I fell down to worship at the 
feet of the angel who showed them to 
me, but he said to me, “You must not 

do that! I am a fellow servant with you 
and your brothers the prophets, and 

with those who keep the words of this 
book. Worship God.” 



And Joshua fell on his face to the 
earth and worshiped  

“Take off your sandals from your 
feet, for the place where you are 

standing is holy.”  



Exodus 3:5-6                                                 
 “Take your sandals off your feet, for the 
place on which you are standing is holy 

ground.” And he said, “I am the God of your 
father, the God of Abraham, the God of 

Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses 
hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God. 

Exodus 3:1-2                                                   
And the angel of the LORD appeared to 
him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a 

bush. He looked, and behold, the bush was 
burning, yet it was not consumed. 



Exodus 23:20-21                           
Behold, I send an angel before you 
to guard you on the way and to bring 

you to the place that I have 
prepared. 

Pay careful attention to him and 
obey his voice; do not rebel against 

him, for he will not pardon your 
transgression, for my name is in 

him. 



The name of Yaweh is often attributed to 
the presiding Angel, who was undoubtedly 

the only-begotten Son of God. He is 
indeed very God, and yet in the person of 
Mediator by dispensation, he is inferior to 

God. I willingly receive what ancient 
writers teach on this subject, — that when 
Christ anciently appeared in human form, 
it was a prelude to the mystery which was 

afterwards exhibited when God was 
manifested in the flesh. 

 – John Calvin 



The covenant angel, the Lord Jesus, at the 
head of all the bands of heaven, surrounds 
with his army the dwellings of the saints. On 
every side the watch is kept by warriors of 

sleepless eyes, and the Captain of the host 
is one whose prowess none can resist. And 

he delivereth them. We little know how 
many providential deliverances we owe to 
those unseen hands which are charged to 
bear us up lest we dash our foot against a 

stone.  
– Charles Spurgeon 



And Joshua went to him and said to 
him, “Are you for us, or for our 

adversaries?”  



And he said, “No; but I am the 
commander of the army of the LORD. 

Now I have come.” 



It was not for Joshua to claim the allegiance 
of God for his cause, however right it was, 

but rather for God to claim Joshua. The two 
would fight together, but Joshua would be 
following the commander of the armies of 
the Lord in his cause and battles rather 

than it being the other way around. This is a 
most profound principle. Christians have a 

tendency to marshal God for their programs 
rather than simply follow him wherever he 

leads.  
– James Montgomery Boice 



And Joshua fell on his face to the 
earth and worshiped and said to him, 

“What does my lord say to his 
servant?” 



And the commander of the LORD's 
army said to Joshua, “Take off your 

sandals from your feet, for the 
place where you are standing is 

holy.” And Joshua did so. 



He is the commander, the supreme 
strategist, and immediately the whole 
emphasis changes. The burdens are 

no longer carried by Joshua alone. The 
question is not whether the Lord is on 

our side or not, but whether we are 
submitted to his sovereign rule and 
authority because he is the Lord of 

earth and Heaven to whom all power 
belongs.  

– David Jackman 


