
Remember! 



We all have a song that somehow stamped 
our lives 

Takes us to another place and time 
 

So I go back to a pew, preacher, and a choir 
Singing bout God, brimstone, and fire 

And the smell of Sunday chicken after church 
And I go back to the loss of a real good friend 
And the sixteen summers I shared with him 

Now "Only The Good Die Young" stops me in 
my tracks 

Everytime I hear that song, I go back…  
“I Go Back” by Kenny Chesney 

 



Joshua 4:1-24                                 
When all the nation had finished 

passing over the Jordan, the LORD 
said to Joshua, “Take twelve men 
from the people, from each tribe a 
man, and command them, saying, 

‘Take twelve stones from here out of 
the midst of the Jordan, from the very 

place where the priests' feet stood 
firmly, and bring them over with you 



and lay them down in the place where 
you lodge tonight.’” Then Joshua 

called the twelve men from the people 
of Israel, whom he had appointed, a 

man from each tribe. And Joshua said 
to them, “Pass on before the ark of 

the LORD your God into the midst of 
the Jordan, and take up each of you a 
stone upon his shoulder, according to 
the number of the tribes of the people 



of Israel, that this may be a sign 
among you. When your children ask in 
time to come, ‘What do those stones 

mean to you?’ then you shall tell them 
that the waters of the Jordan were cut 
off before the ark of the covenant of 
the LORD. When it passed over the 

Jordan, the waters of the Jordan were 
cut off. So these stones shall be to the 
people of Israel a memorial forever.” 



And the people of Israel did just as 
Joshua commanded and took up 

twelve stones out of the midst of the 
Jordan, according to the number of 

the tribes of the people of Israel, just 
as the LORD told Joshua. And they 
carried them over with them to the 
place where they lodged and laid 

them down there. And Joshua set up 
twelve stones in the midst of the 



Jordan, in the place where the feet of 
the priests bearing the ark of the 

covenant had stood; and they are there 
to this day. For the priests bearing the 
ark stood in the midst of the Jordan 
until everything was finished that the 
LORD commanded Joshua to tell the 

people, according to all that Moses had 
commanded Joshua. The people 

passed over in haste. And when all the 



people had finished passing over, the 
ark of the LORD and the priests 

passed over before the people. The 
sons of Reuben and the sons of Gad 

and the half-tribe of Manasseh passed 
over armed before the people of Israel, 
as Moses had told them. About 40,000 
ready for war passed over before the 

LORD for battle, to the plains of 
Jericho. On that day the LORD exalted 

Joshua in the sight of all Israel, and 



they stood in awe of him just as they 
had stood in awe of Moses, all the days 

of his life. And the LORD said to 
Joshua, “Command the priests bearing 
the ark of the testimony to come up out 
of the Jordan.” So Joshua commanded 

the priests, “Come up out of the 
Jordan.” And when the priests bearing 
the ark of the covenant of the LORD 

came up from the midst of the Jordan, 
and the soles of  



the priests' feet were lifted up on dry 
ground, the waters of the Jordan returned 

to their place and overflowed all its 
banks, as before. The people came up 

out of the Jordan on the tenth day of the 
first month, and they encamped at Gilgal 
on the east border of Jericho. And those 
twelve stones, which they took out of the 
Jordan, Joshua set up at Gilgal. And he 
said to the people of Israel, “When your 

children ask their fathers in  



times to come, ‘What do these stones 
mean?’ then you shall let your children 

know, ‘Israel passed over this Jordan on 
dry ground.’ For the LORD your God 

dried up the waters of the Jordan for you 
until you passed over, as the LORD your 
God did to the Red Sea, which he dried 

up for us until we passed over, so that all 
the peoples of the earth may know that 

the hand of the LORD is mighty, that you 
may fear the LORD your God forever.” 



Remembering The Crossing Stage 1 (1-10) 

The Crossing Completed Stage 1 (11-14) 

The Crossing Completed Stage 2 (15-18) 

Remembering The Crossing Stage 2 (19-24) 

Perspective Outside of The Promised Land  

Perspective Inside of The Promised Land 



When ‘Take twelve stones from here 
out of the midst of the Jordan, from 
the very place where the priests' feet 
stood firmly, and bring them over with 

you and lay them down in the place 
where you lodge tonight. 



1 Samuel 7:12                               
Then Samuel took a stone and set it 
up between Mizpah and Shen and 

called its name Ebenezer; for he said, 
“Till now the LORD has helped us.” 



When your children ask in time to 
come, ‘What do those stones mean 
to you?’ then you shall tell them that 
the waters of the Jordan were cut off 
before the ark of the covenant of the 

LORD. When it passed over the 
Jordan, the waters of the Jordan were 
cut off. So these stones shall be to 

the people of Israel a memorial 
forever.” 



Deuteronomy 6:10-12                             
And when the LORD your God brings you 
into the land that he swore to your fathers, 
to give you—with great and good cities that 
you did not build, and houses full of all good 
things that you did not fill, and cisterns that 

you did not dig, and vineyards and olive 
trees that you did not plant—and when you 

eat and are full, then take care lest you 
forget the LORD, who brought you out of 

the land of Egypt, out of the house of 
slavery. 



Exodus 12:26-27                                        
And when your children say to you, 
‘What do you mean by this service?’ 
you shall say, ‘It is the sacrifice of the 
LORD's Passover, for he passed over 
the houses of the people of Israel in 
Egypt, when he struck the Egyptians 

but spared our houses.’” 



Deuteronomy 6:20-25                      
“When your son asks you in time to come, 

‘What is the meaning of the testimonies 
and the statutes and the rules that the 
LORD our God has commanded you?’ 

then you shall say to your son, ‘We were 
Pharaoh's slaves in Egypt. And the LORD 

brought us out of Egypt with a mighty 
hand. And the LORD showed signs and 

wonders, great and grievous, against 
Egypt and against Pharaoh and all his 

household, before 



our eyes. And he brought us out from 
there, that he might bring us in and give 
us the land that he swore to give to our 

fathers. And the LORD commanded us to 
do all these statutes, to fear the LORD 
our God, for our good always, that he 
might preserve us alive, as we are this 

day. And it will be righteousness for us, if 
we are careful to do all this 

commandment before the LORD our 
God, as he has commanded us.’ 



The greatest enemy of faith may be 
forgetfulness. Just as in a marriage, 

the real threat may not be infidelity but 
simply a slow process of forgetting 

and a gradual failure to remember the 
preciousness of the other person. So, 

Joshua says, you must remember 
what Yahweh has done; and these 

stones are to serve as visual aids to 
that end.  

– Dale Ralph Davis 



And Joshua set up twelve stones in the 
midst of the Jordan, in the place where the 

feet of the priests bearing the ark of the 
covenant had stood; and they are there to 

this day. 

Now Joshua had set up twelve stones in 
the midst of the Jordan, in the place 

where the feet of the priests had been 
bearing the ark of the covenant had stood; 

and they are there to this day. 



If Yahweh did something of this 
magnitude every fifth Wednesday or so, 

why should Israel need to remember 
Jordan Day? Apparently, this sort of 
miracle will be infrequent. Yahweh’s 

standard method of retaining his people’s 
fidelity is not by frequent and dazzling 

displays of power but by faithful witness 
and teaching of those particular acts in 
which he had already demonstrated his 

care for his own. 
– Dale Ralph Davis 



The sons of Reuben and the sons of 
Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh 
passed over armed before the people 

of Israel, as Moses had told them. 
About 40,000 ready for war passed 

over before the LORD for battle, to the 
plains of Jericho 





What! At peace with the Father, 
and at war with His children? It 

cannot be.  
 

– John Flavel 



On that day the LORD exalted Joshua 
in the sight of all Israel, and they 

stood in awe of him just as they had 
stood in awe of Moses, all the days of 

his life.  



So Joshua commanded the priests, 
“Come up out of the Jordan.” And 

when the priests bearing the ark of the 
covenant of the LORD came up from 
the midst of the Jordan, and the soles 

of the priests' feet were lifted up on 
dry ground, the waters of the Jordan 

returned to their place and overflowed 
all its banks, as before.  



The people came up out of the Jordan 
on the tenth day of the first month, 
and they encamped at Gilgal on the 

east border of Jericho.  



Exodus 12:1-3 
 The LORD said to Moses and Aaron 
in the land of Egypt, “This month shall 
be for you the beginning of months. It 
shall be the first month of the year for 
you. Tell all the congregation of Israel 
that on the tenth day of this month 

every man shall take a lamb 
according to their fathers' houses, a 

lamb for a household. 



How wonderfully God times everything for 
His people! He so ordered things here that 
Israel entered Canaan four days before the 

Passover, on the very day when the 
preparation for it was begun, for He would 
have them enter graced and sanctified with 
that precious feast, and would have them to 
be reminded of their deliverance from Egypt 
that, combining the two together, God might 

be glorified as the Alpha and Omega of 
their blessing.  

– Mattthew Henry 



‘What do these stones mean?’ then you 
shall let your children know, ‘Israel passed 

over this Jordan on dry ground.’ For the 
LORD your God dried up the waters of 

the Jordan for you until you passed over, 
as the LORD your God did to the Red 
Sea, which he dried up for us until we 

passed over, so that all the peoples of 
the earth may know that the hand of 
the LORD is mighty, that you may fear 

the LORD your God forever.” 



The stones were to tell the other 
nations round about that this God is 

different. He really exists; he is a living 
God, a God of real power who is 

immanent in the world.  
– Francis Schaeffer 



Joshua 5:1 
As soon as all the kings of the Amorites 

who were beyond the Jordan to the 
west, and all the kings of the 

Canaanites who were by the sea, heard 
that the LORD had dried up the waters 
of the Jordan for the people of Israel 

until they had crossed over, their hearts 
melted and there was no longer any 

spirit in them because of the people of 
Israel. 



Joshua 5:1 
As soon as all the kings of the Amorites 

who were beyond the Jordan to the 
west, and all the kings of the 

Canaanites who were by the sea, heard 
that the LORD had dried up the waters 
of the Jordan for the people of Israel 

until they had crossed over, their hearts 
melted and there was no longer any 

spirit in them because of the people of 
Israel. 



1 Corinthians 11:24 
and when he had given thanks, he 
broke it, and said, “This is my body 

which is for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me. 



There could be no need for this loving 
exhortation, if there were not a fearful 
supposition that our memories might 

prove treacherous, and our 
remembrance superficial in its 

character, or changing in its nature. Nor 
is this a bare supposition: it is, alas, too 
well confirmed in our experience, not as 
a possibility, but as a lamentable fact.  

 
– Charles Spurgeon 


