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Joshua 3:1-17                                   
Then Joshua rose early in the 

morning and they set out from Shittim. 
And they came to the Jordan, he and 
all the people of Israel, and lodged 

there before they passed over. At the 
end of three days the officers went 
through the camp and commanded 
the people, “As soon as you see the 

ark of the covenant of the LORD your. 



God being carried by the Levitical 
priests, then you shall set out from 

your place and follow it. Yet there shall 
be a distance between you and it, 

about 2,000 cubits in length. Do not 
come near it, in order that you may 
know the way you shall go, for you 
have not passed this way before.” 
Then Joshua said to the people, 

“Consecrate yourselves, for tomorrow. 



the LORD will do wonders among 
you.” And Joshua said to the priests, 
“Take up the ark of the covenant and 
pass on before the people.” So they 
took up the ark of the covenant and 
went before the people. The LORD 

said to Joshua, “Today I will begin to 
exalt you in the sight of all Israel, that 

they may know that, as I was with 
Moses, so I will be with you. And as 



for you, command the priests who 
bear the ark of the covenant, ‘When 

you come to the brink of the waters of 
the Jordan, you shall stand still in the 

Jordan.’” And Joshua said to the 
people of Israel, “Come here and 

listen to the words of the LORD your 
God.” And Joshua said, “Here is how 
you shall know that the living God is 

among you and that he will without fail 



drive out from before you the 
Canaanites, the Hittites, the Hivites, 
the Perizzites, the Girgashites, the 

Amorites, and the Jebusites. Behold, 
the ark of the covenant of the Lord of 
all the earth is passing over before 
you into the Jordan. Now therefore 
take twelve men from the tribes of 
Israel, from each tribe a man. And 
when the soles of the feet of the 



priests bearing the ark of the LORD, the 
Lord of all the earth, shall rest in the 

waters of the Jordan, the waters of the 
Jordan shall be cut off from flowing, and 

the waters coming down from above shall 
stand in one heap.” So when the people 
set out from their tents to pass over the 

Jordan with the priests bearing the ark of 
the covenant before the people, and as 
soon as those bearing the ark had come 
as far as the Jordan, and the feet of the 



priests bearing the ark were dipped in 
the brink of the water (now the Jordan 
overflows all its banks throughout the 
time of harvest), the waters coming 

down from above stood and rose up in 
a heap very far away, at Adam, the 

city that is beside Zarethan, and those 
flowing down toward the Sea of the 

Arabah, the Salt Sea, were completely 
cut off. And the people passed over 



opposite Jericho. Now the priests 
bearing the ark of the covenant of the 
LORD stood firmly on dry ground in 

the midst of the Jordan, and all Israel 
was passing over on dry ground until 

all the nation finished passing over the 
Jordan. 



And they came to the Jordan, he 
and all the people of Israel, and 

lodged there before they passed over. 
At the end of three days… 



So there is a three-day pause (v. 2), 
perhaps to allow the impossibility of 

what is about to happen, from a purely 
human point of view, to sink really 
deeply into their consciousness. 

Seeming delays frequently have the 
greater purpose of refining and 

deepening our faith.  
– David Jackman 



At the end of three days the officers 
went through the camp and 

commanded the people, “As soon as 
you see the ark of the covenant of 
the LORD your God being carried by 
the Levitical priests, then you shall set 

out from your place and follow it.  



3:1 “As soon as you see the ark of the covenant 

3:6a And Joshua said to the priests, “Take up the ark 
of the covenant 

3:6b So they took up the ark of the covenant 

3:8 the priests who bear the ark of the covenant, 

3:11 Behold, the ark of the covenant 

3:13 feet of the priests bearing the ark of the Lord, 

3:14 the ark of the covenant before the people 

3:15a those bearing the ark 



3:15b the priests bearing the ark 

3:17 the priests bearing the ark 

4:4 Pass on before the ark of the Lord 

4:7 before the ark of the covenant 

4:9 priests bearing the ark of the covenant 

4:10 the priests bearing the ark 

4:11 the ark of the Lord and the priests passed over 

4:16 priests bearing the ark 

4:18 priests bearing the ark of the covenant 





God’s center is everywhere, His 
circumference nowhere.  

– Thomas Watson 



Exodus 25:22                                                 
There I will meet with you, and from above 

the mercy seat, from between the two 
cherubim that are on the ark of the 

testimony, I will speak with you about all 
that I will give you in commandment for the 

people of Israel. 
1 Samuel 4:4                                                     

So the people sent to Shiloh and brought 
from there the ark of the covenant of the 
LORD of hosts, who is enthroned on the 

cherubim 



God himself went before them, as must 
always be the case in any successful 
spiritual enterprise. When God was 
ready to lead before, they refused to 

follow. Then they tried to advance even 
though God was not leading. The result 
in each case was a disaster. The only 
proper way to advance anywhere or at 

any time is by following God’s lead. Only 
he can give victory.  

– James Montgomery Boice 



“Consecrate yourselves, for 
tomorrow. For the LORD will do 

wonders among you.” 



Exodus 19:9-11                                 
Behold, I am coming to you in a thick 

cloud, that the people may hear when I 
speak with you, and may also believe you 

forever.” When Moses told the words of the 
people to the LORD, the LORD said to 

Moses, “Go to the people and consecrate 
them today and tomorrow, and let them 

wash their garments and be ready for the 
third day. For on the third day the LORD 

will come down on Mount Sinai in the sight 
of all the people. 



The LORD said to Joshua, “Today I 
will begin to exalt you in the sight of all 

Israel, that they may know that, as I 
was with Moses, so I will be with you.  



Joshua's claim to power does not 
rest on anything he has 

accomplished. It rests on what God 
has accomplished at the Jordan and 
on the obedience of Joshua to the 

words and example of Moses. 
 - David Jackman 



And Joshua said to the people of 
Israel, “Come here and listen to the 
words of the LORD your God.” And 

Joshua said, “Here is how you 
shall know that the living God is 
among you and that he will without 

fail drive out from before you the 
Canaanites, the Hittites, the Hivites, 
the Perizzites, the Girgashites, the 

Amorites, and the Jebusites. 



Behold, the ark of the covenant of the 
Lord of all the earth is passing over 

before you into the Jordan. Now therefore 
take twelve men from the tribes of Israel, 

from each tribe a man. And when the 
soles of the feet of the priests bearing the 

ark of the LORD, the Lord of all the 
earth, shall rest in the waters of the 

Jordan, the waters of the Jordan shall be 
cut off from flowing, and the waters 

coming down from above shall stand in 
one heap. 



The object of this text then is to 
impress us with the adequacy of God, 
to grill into us that God is not merely 
a three-letter word of our Christian 

jargon, not merely the honorary 
leader of our club, but is the living 

God who works and intervenes and 
comes and saves and rescues and 

counsels his people in all their 
perplexities.  



He is indeed ‘the Lord of all the 
earth’ (vv. 11, 13), not a mere Little 

League deity. So we must renounce 
our tendency to ‘punify’ God, to 

carve him down to our stature and 
limit him to our possibilities. 

– Dale Ralph Davis 



(now the Jordan overflows all its 
banks throughout the time of 

harvest), the waters coming down 
from above stood and rose up in a 

heap very far away,  



There cannot be a doubt that this 
wonderful sight must have been 

received with feelings of fear, leading 
the Israelites more directly to 

acknowledge that they were saved in 
the midst of death. For what was that 

collected heap but a grave in which the 
whole multitude would have been 

buried, had the waters resumed their 
naturally liquid state?  

– John Calvin 



Now the priests bearing the ark of the 
covenant of the LORD stood firmly on 

dry ground in the midst of the 
Jordan, and all Israel was passing 

over on dry ground until all the nation 
finished passing over the Jordan. 



John 14:2-3                                        
In my Father's house are many 

rooms. If it were not so, would I have 
told you that I go to prepare a place 
for you? And if I go and prepare a 

place for you, I will come again and 
will take you to myself, that where I 

am you may be also. 


