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Joshua 2:1-24                                   
And Joshua the son of Nun sent two 
men secretly from Shittim as spies, 

saying, “Go, view the land, especially 
Jericho.” And they went and came into 
the house of a prostitute whose name 
was Rahab and lodged there. And it 

was told to the king of Jericho, 
“Behold, men of Israel have come 

here tonight to search out the land.” 



Then the king of Jericho sent to 
Rahab, saying, “Bring out the men 

who have come to you, who entered 
your house, for they have come to 

search out all the land.” But the 
woman had taken the two men and 

hidden them. And she said, “True, the 
men came to me, but I did not know 
where they were from. And when the 
gate was about to be closed at dark,  



the men went out. I do not know 
where the men went. Pursue them 
quickly, for you will overtake them.” 
But she had brought them up to the 
roof and hid them with the stalks of 
flax that she had laid in order on the 
roof. So the men pursued after them 

on the way to the Jordan as far as the 
fords. And the gate was shut as soon 

as the pursuers had gone out. 



Before the men lay down, she came 
up to them on the roof and said to the 
men, “I know that the LORD has given 
you the land, and that the fear of you 
has fallen upon us, and that all the 
inhabitants of the land melt away 

before you. For we have heard how 
the LORD dried up the water of the 

Red Sea before you when you came 
out of Egypt, and what you did to the 



two kings of the Amorites who were 
beyond the Jordan, to Sihon and Og, 

whom you devoted to destruction. And 
as soon as we heard it, our hearts 

melted, and there was no spirit left in 
any man because of you, for the 
LORD your God, he is God in the 
heavens above and on the earth 

beneath. Now then, please swear to 
me by the LORD that, as I have dealt 



kindly with you, you also will deal kindly 
with my father's house, and give me a 
sure sign that you will save alive my 
father and mother, my brothers and 
sisters, and all who belong to them, 

and deliver our lives from death.” And 
the men said to her, “Our life for yours 

even to death! If you do not tell this 
business of ours, then when the LORD 

gives us the land we will deal kindly 
and faithfully with you.” 



Then she let them down by a rope 
through the window, for her house 

was built into the city wall, so that she 
lived in the wall. And she said to them, 
“Go into the hills, or the pursuers will 
encounter you, and hide there three 

days until the pursuers have returned. 
Then afterward you may go your way.” 

The men said to her, “We will be 
guiltless with respect to this oath of 



yours that you have made us swear. 
Behold, when we come into the land, 
you shall tie this scarlet cord in the 
window through which you let us 

down, and you shall gather into your 
house your father and mother, your 

brothers, and all your father's 
household. Then if anyone goes out of 

the doors of your house into the 
street, his blood shall be on his own 



head, and we shall be guiltless. But if a 
hand is laid on anyone who is with you 
in the house, his blood shall be on our 

head. But if you tell this business of 
ours, then we shall be guiltless with 
respect to your oath that you have 

made us swear.” And she said, 
“According to your words, so be it.” 
Then she sent them away, and they 

departed. And she tied the scarlet cord 
in the window. 



They departed and went into the hills and 
remained there three days until the 
pursuers returned, and the pursuers 

searched all along the way and found 
nothing. Then the two men returned. They 
came down from the hills and passed over 
and came to Joshua the son of Nun, and 

they told him all that had happened to 
them. And they said to Joshua, “Truly the 

LORD has given all the land into our 
hands. And also, all the inhabitants of the 

land melt away because of us.” 



Commissioning of Spies By Joshua (1a) 

Arrival: Spies are protected (2-7) 

Rahab’s Confession (8-14) 

Escape: Rahab is protected (15-21) 

Returning of Spies to Joshua (22-24) 



Joshua 2:1                                        
And Joshua the son of Nun sent two 
men secretly from Shittim as spies, 

saying, “Go, view the land, especially 
Jericho.” 

Numbers 13:1                                   
The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 

“Send men to spy out the land of 
Canaan, which I am giving to the 

people of Israel.  



In the absence of any direct divine 
instruction, Joshua is doing the 

responsible thing in sending out his 
scouts. He is using the means that are 

at his disposal. That is not an unspiritual 
course of action. Indeed, to pray without 
using the means that God has given us 
is almost as foolish as to use the means 

without praying. The two need to be 
combined together in all our battles.  

- David Jackman 



And they went and came into the 
house of a prostitute whose name 

was Rahab and lodged there.  



Rahab's house was likely a way 
station, inn, tavern, or a 

combination of these. It would have 
been a logical place for spies to 
frequent, as a public gathering 
place and a potential source of 

information. 

– David M. Howard 



And it was told to the king of 
Jericho, “Behold, men of Israel 

have come here tonight to search 
out the land.” 



Then the king of Jericho sent to 
Rahab, saying, “Bring out the men 

who have come to you, who entered 
your house, for they have come to 

search out all the land.” But the 
woman had taken the two men and 

hidden them. And she said, “True, the 
men came to me, but I did not know 

where they were from… 



Was It Right For Rahab To Lie? 
Hebrews 11:31                                                              

By faith Rahab the prostitute did not 
perish with those who were disobedient, 

because she had given a friendly 
welcome to the spies. 

James 2:25                                                                 
And in the same way was not also Rahab 
the prostitute justified by works when she 
received the messengers and sent them 

out by another way? 



As to the falsehood, we must admit that 
though it was done for a good purpose, it 

was not free from fault. For those who 
hold what is called a dutiful lie to be 

altogether excusable, do not sufficiently 
consider how precious truth is in the sight 
of God. Therefore, although our purpose 
be to assist our brethren . . . it can never 
be lawful to lie, because that cannot be 
right which is contrary to the nature of 

God. And God is truth.  
– John Calvin 



“…a good hearty lie for the sake of the 
good and for the Christian Church, a 
lie in case of necessity, a useful lie.”  

 
– Martin Luther, reflecting on Rahab 



It is tragic when people snag their 
pants on the nail of Rahab’s lie, 

quibble endlessly about the matter, 
and never get around to hearing 

Rahab’s truth! 
– Dale Ralph Davis 



God’s Muscle 
For we have heard how the LORD dried 
up the water of the Red Sea before you 
when you came out of Egypt, and what 
you did to the two kings of the Amorites 
who were beyond the Jordan, to Sihon 

and Og, whom you devoted to 
destruction. And as soon as we heard it, 

our hearts melted, and there was no 
spirit left in any man because of you 



God’s Majesty 

for the LORD your God, he is God 
in the heavens above and on the 

earth beneath 



God’s Mercy 
Now then, please swear to me by 

the LORD that, as I have dealt 
kindly with you, you also will deal 
kindly with my father's house, and 
give me a sure sign that you will 
save alive my father and mother, 
my brothers and sisters, and all 
who belong to them, and deliver 

our lives from death. 



Mark 7:24-30                               
And he entered a house and did not 
want anyone to know, yet he could 
not be hidden. But immediately a 

woman whose little daughter had an 
unclean spirit heard of him and came 

and fell down at his feet. Now the 
woman was a Gentile, a 

Syrophoenician by birth. And she 
begged him to cast the demon out of 

her daughter.  



And he said to her, “Let the children 
be fed first, for it is not right to take 
the children's bread and throw it to 

the dogs.” 

But she answered him, “Yes, Lord; 
yet even the dogs under the table 

eat the children's crumbs.” 



And he said to her, “For this 
statement you may go your way; the 
demon has left your daughter.” And 
she went home and found the child 
lying in bed and the demon gone. 



This Gentile woman is not offered a 
separate revelation of God or a 

righteousness apart from Israel. She 
fully accepts the uniqueness and 
authenticity of God’s revelation to 

Israel. So fully does she appreciate 
that revelation that she trusts its 

superabundance to spill over and 
include her people and others like her. 

– James Edwards  



God’s mercy is so great that you may 
sooner drain the sea of its water, or 
deprive the sun of its light, or make 
space too narrow, than diminish the 

great mercy of God.  
– Charles Spurgeon 



There is more mercy in Christ, than 
sin in us. 

– Richard Sibbes 



 Behold, when we come into the land, 
you shall tie this scarlet cord in the 

window through which you let us 
down, and you shall gather into your 
house your father and mother, your 

brothers, and all your father's 
household.  



And she tied the scarlet cord in 
the window. 



Judah the father of Perez and Zerah, whose mother was 
Tamar 

Salmon the father of Boaz, whose mother was Rahab 

 Boaz the father of Obed, whose mother was Ruth, 

David was the father of Solomon, whose mother had 
been Uriah's wife 

Disguised herself as a prostitute and deceived Judah 

A harlot in the land of Canaan 

A Moabitess, these were the descendants of Lot through an incestuous 
relationship with one of his daughters 

The wife of Uriah the Hittite who was involved the Israel’s most embarrassing 
political scandal as King David committed fornication with her. 

Four Unexpected Women 



The four model matriarchs of Jewish 
history were Sarah, Rebekah, Rachel, and 
Leah, the wives, respectively, of Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob. These four women are 
conspicuous by their absence here. Their 
husbands are all here, and so there was 
opportunity for Matthew to include the 

good wives. But Matthew gives the church 
four new matriarchs, and all of them 

preach the gospel of the deep and wide 
mercy of God. These four scandals in their 



way preach the gospel of divine mercy, 
which is Matthew’s whole mission to 

proclaim. Matthew will later teach us that 
Jesus came ‘not for the righteous, but for 

sinners’ (Matt 9:13); but already in his 
genealogy Matthew is teaching us that 
Jesus came not only for, but through, 

sinners. God did not begin to stoop into 
our sordid human story at Christmas only; 
he was stooping all the way through the 

Old Testament.                     
- F. Dale Bruner 



Rahab was a Gentile. She was not one 
of Abraham’s physical descendants 

and yet was accepted into Israel, God’s 
people. She foreshadows the great 
ingrafting of Gentiles into the church 

now happening under Christ. Like her, 
those who are outside the people of 

God today can join His kingdom if they 
place their faith in Christ alone.  

– R. C. Sproul 



They came down from the hills and 
passed over and came to Joshua the 
son of Nun, and they told him all that 
had happened to them. And they said 

to Joshua, “Truly the LORD has 
given all the land into our hands. 
And also, all the inhabitants of the 

land melt away because of us.” 


