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Joshua 8:1-29 
And the LORD said to Joshua, “Do not 

fear and do not be dismayed. Take all the 
fighting men with you, and arise, go up to 
Ai. See, I have given into your hand the 

king of Ai, and his people, his city, and his 
land. And you shall do to Ai and its king as 

you did to Jericho and its king. Only its 
spoil and its livestock you shall take as 
plunder for yourselves. Lay an ambush 

against the city, behind it.” 



So Joshua and all the fighting men arose 
to go up to Ai. And Joshua chose 30,000 
mighty men of valor and sent them out by 
night. And he commanded them, “Behold, 

you shall lie in ambush against the city, 
behind it. Do not go very far from the city, 
but all of you remain ready. And I and all 

the people who are with me will approach 
the city. And when they come out against 

us just as before, we shall flee before 
them. 



And they will come out after us, until we 
have drawn them away from the city. For 
they will say, ‘They are fleeing from us, 
just as before.’ So we will flee before 
them. Then you shall rise up from the 

ambush and seize the city, for the LORD 
your God will give it into your hand. And as 
soon as you have taken the city, you shall 
set the city on fire. You shall do according 

to the word of the LORD. See, I have 
commanded you.” 



So Joshua sent them out. And they went 
to the place of ambush and lay between 

Bethel and Ai, to the west of Ai, but 
Joshua spent that night among the people. 

Joshua arose early in the morning and 
mustered the people and went up, he and 
the elders of Israel, before the people to 

Ai. And all the fighting men who were with 
him went up and drew near before the city 
and encamped on the north side of Ai, with 

a ravine between them and Ai. 



He took about 5,000 men and set them in 
ambush between Bethel and Ai, to the west 
of the city. So they stationed the forces, the 
main encampment that was north of the city 

and its rear guard west of the city. But 
Joshua spent that night in the valley. And as 

soon as the king of Ai saw this, he and all 
his people, the men of the city, hurried and 

went out early to the appointed place 
toward the Arabah to meet Israel in battle. 

But he did not know that there was an 
ambush against him behind the city. 



And Joshua and all Israel pretended to be 
beaten before them and fled in the 

direction of the wilderness. So all the 
people who were in the city were called 
together to pursue them, and as they 

pursued Joshua they were drawn away 
from the city. Not a man was left in Ai or 
Bethel who did not go out after Israel. 

They left the city open and pursued Israel. 
Then the LORD said to Joshua, “Stretch 
out the javelin that is in your hand toward 



Ai, for I will give it into your hand.” And 
Joshua stretched out the javelin that was 

in his hand toward the city. And the men in 
the ambush rose quickly out of their place, 
and as soon as he had stretched out his 
hand, they ran and entered the city and 

captured it. And they hurried to set the city 
on fire. So when the men of Ai looked 

back, behold, the smoke of the city went 
up to heaven, and they had no power to 
flee this way or that, for the people who 



fled to the wilderness turned back against 
the pursuers. And when Joshua and all 

Israel saw that the ambush had captured 
the city, and that the smoke of the city went 
up, then they turned back and struck down 

the men of Ai. And the others came out 
from the city against them, so they were in 
the midst of Israel, some on this side, and 
some on that side. And Israel struck them 

down, until there was left none that survived 
or escaped. But the king of Ai they took 
alive, and brought him near to Joshua. 



When Israel had finished killing all the 
inhabitants of Ai in the open wilderness 

where they pursued them, and all of them 
to the very last had fallen by the edge of 
the sword, all Israel returned to Ai and 

struck it down with the edge of the sword. 
And all who fell that day, both men and 

women, were 12,000, all the people of Ai. 
But Joshua did not draw back his hand 
with which he stretched out the javelin 

until he had devoted all the inhabitants of 
Ai to destruction. 



Only the livestock and the spoil of that city 
Israel took as their plunder, according to 

the word of the LORD that he commanded 
Joshua. So Joshua burned Ai and made it 
forever a heap of ruins, as it is to this day. 

And he hanged the king of Ai on a tree 
until evening. And at sunset Joshua 

commanded, and they took his body down 
from the tree and threw it at the entrance 
of the gate of the city and raised over it a 
great heap of stones, which stands there 

to this day. 



Israel’s progress in their conquest and 
occupation of Canaan had been 

interrupted, and though the hindrance had 
been put away, yet Joshua dare not attempt 
any further advance until His Master gave 
fresh indication of His will. This teaches us 

that, after a sin has been unsparingly 
judged by us, there must be a humble and 
definite waiting upon God for guidance as 

to what He would have us do next.  
– A. W. Pink 
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And they raised over him a great heap 
of stones that remains to this day. 
Then the LORD turned from his 

burning anger.  



Isaiah 40:1-2 
Comfort, comfort my people, says 

your God. 
 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 

  and cry to her 
 that her warfare is ended, 

  that her iniquity is pardoned, 
 that she has received from the 

LORD's hand 
  double for all her sins. 



And the LORD said to Joshua, “Do 
not fear and do not be dismayed. 
Take all the fighting men with you, 
and arise, go up to Ai. See, I have 

given into your hand the king of Ai, 
and his people, his city, and his land. 
And you shall do to Ai and its king as 

you did to Jericho and its king. 



We should note that there were no 
words of promise, assurance, or 
guidance from God when Israel 

attacked Ai the first time, a significant 
contrast. He was not with them 

because of their sin. 
 – David Howard 



Romans 5:1 
Therefore, since we have been 

justified by faith, we have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ.  



As a result of this reconciliation, we 
have conscious peace with God; that 

is, we no longer have either the 
constant censure of an unappeased 

conscience or the fear of divine 
anger.  

– Charles Hodge 



And you shall do to Ai and its king as you 
did to Jericho and its king. Only its spoil 
and its livestock you shall take as 

plunder for yourselves. Lay an 
ambush against the city, behind it.” 



How needless Achan’s theft was! 
When Yahweh’s priority is recognized 

and satisfied, he then gives to his 
people. God never seeks to 

impoverish his people. It is only as his 
people lose sight of his generosity, his 

provision, his goodness that the 
cancer of covetousness consumes 

them.  
– Dale Ralph Davis 
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To pray without using the means that 
God has given us is almost as foolish 
as to use the means without praying. 

The two need to be combined 
together in all our battles.  

– David Jackman 



Then the LORD said to Joshua, 
“Stretch out the javelin that is in 

your hand toward Ai, for I will give it 
into your hand.” And Joshua stretched 

out the javelin that was in his hand 
toward the city. 



And Israel struck them down, until 
there was left none that survived or 

escaped. But the king of Ai they took 
alive, and brought him near to 

Joshua. 



So Joshua burned Ai and made it 
forever a heap of ruins, as it is to this 
day. And he hanged the king of Ai 

on a tree until evening. And at sunset 
Joshua commanded, and they took 

his body down from the tree and threw 
it at the entrance of the gate of the city 

and raised over it a great heap of 
stones, which stands there to this day. 



Deuteronomy 21:22-23 
And if a man has committed a crime 
punishable by death and he is put to 
death, and you hang him on a tree, 

his body shall not remain all night on 
the tree, but you shall bury him the 

same day, for a hanged man is cursed 
by God.  



1 Corinthians 15:24-26 
Then comes the end, when he 

delivers the kingdom to God the 
Father after destroying every rule and 

every authority and power. For he 
must reign until he has put all his 
enemies under his feet. The last 
enemy to be destroyed is death. 



If there is no ultimate destruction of 
all God’s enemies, there can be no 

guarantee of the ultimate inviolability 
of his eternal kingdom of love, joy, 

and peace. 4 The opposition has to 
be vanquished and removed if the 

kingdom of God is to rule as the new 
creation. 

– David Jackman 


