
What Do We Do With Our Fear Of The Numinous? 



[Now when he rose early on the first day of 
the week, he appeared first to Mary 

Magdalene, from whom he had cast out 
seven demons. She went and told those 
who had been with him, as they mourned 

and wept. But when they heard that he was 
alive and had been seen by her, they would 

not believe it.  After these things he 
appeared in another form to two of them, 
as they were walking into the country. And 
they went back and told the rest, but they 

did not believe them.	  



Afterward he appeared to the eleven 
themselves as they were reclining at table, 
and he rebuked them for their unbelief and 
hardness of heart, because they had not 
believed those who saw him after he had 
risen. And he said to them, “Go into all the 
world and proclaim the gospel to the whole 
creation. Whoever believes and is baptized 
will be saved, but whoever does not believe 

will be condemned. And these signs will 
accompany those who believe: in my name 

they will cast out demons; 	  



 they will speak in new tongues; they will 
pick up serpents with their hands; and if 

they drink any deadly poison, it will not hurt 
them; they will lay their hands on the sick, 
and they will recover.” So then the Lord 

Jesus, after he had spoken to them, was 
taken up into heaven and sat down at the 
right hand of God. And they went out and 

preached everywhere, while the Lord 
worked with them and confirmed the 
message by accompanying signs.	  



Mark 16:1-8                                                                                       

When the Sabbath was past, Mary 
Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and 
Salome bought spices, so that they might go 

and anoint him. And very early on the first 
day of the week, when the sun had risen, 

they went to the tomb. And they were saying 
to one another, “Who will roll away the stone 
for us from the entrance of the tomb?” And 

looking up, they saw that the stone had been 
rolled back—it was very large. And entering 
the tomb, they saw a young man sitting on 

the right side, 	  



dressed in a white robe, and they were 
alarmed. And he said to them, “Do not be 

alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who 
was crucified. He has risen; he is not here. 
See the place where they laid him. But go, 
tell his disciples and Peter that he is going 
before you to Galilee. There you will see 

him, just as he told you.” And they went out 
and fled from the tomb, for trembling and 
astonishment had seized them, and they 

said nothing to anyone, for they were 
afraid.	  



Let the elders who rule well be considered 
worthy of double honor, especially those who 

labor in preaching and teaching. For the 
Scripture says, “You shall not muzzle an ox 

when it treads out the grain,” and,             
“The laborer deserves his wages.” 

Deuteronomy 25:4 

Luke 10:7 



And count the patience of our Lord as 
salvation, just as our beloved brother Paul 
also wrote to you according to the wisdom 

given him, as he does in all his letters 
when he speaks in them of these matters. 

There are some things in them that are 
hard to understand, which the ignorant and 
unstable twist to their own destruction, as 

they do the other Scriptures. 



Julius Caesar’s Gallic Wars                           
originally written between 58-50 BC. 

Earliest known manuscript:                              
900 AD, difference of 1,000 years. 



Herodotus: Greek historian who wrote about the 
Persian Wars.                                            

Believed to have been written around 450 BC. 

Earliest known manuscript:                              
900 AD, difference of 1,300 years. 



John’s gospel                                                
probably written 80-85 AD 

Earliest known manuscript:                               
130 AD John Rylands Fragment               
(small section of John’s gospel)                                   

difference of 45-50 years 
  



Author	   Date	  
Wri-en	  

Earliest	  
Copy	  

#	  of	  
Copies	  

Accuracy	  
of	  Copies	  	  

Homer’s 
Iliad 

9th 
century 

B.C. 

Unknown, 
too difficult 

to date 
643 95% 

New 
Testament 

1st 
century 
(50-100 

AD) 

130 
AD 

5,000 99.5% 



If we compare the present state of the New 
Testament text with that of any other ancient 

writing, we must declare it to be 
marvelously correct.  Such has been the 
care with which the New Testament has 
been copied- a care that has doubtless 
grown out of true reverence for its holy 

words.  The New Testament is unrivaled 
among ancient writings in the purity of its 

text as actually transmitted and kept in use.                            
 

– B. B. Warfield 



And they went out and fled from the 
tomb, for trembling and astonishment 
had seized them, and they said nothing 

to anyone, for they were afraid.	  



The Gospel of Mark- Fear and Amazement 

1:27                                                                   
And they were all amazed, so that they 

questioned among themselves, saying, “What is 
this? A new teaching with authority! He 

commands even the unclean spirits, and they 
obey him.” 

2:12                                                                      
And he rose and immediately picked up his bed 
and went out before them all, so that they were 

all amazed and glorified God, saying, “We 
never saw anything like this!” 



4:41                                                          
And they were filled with great fear and 

said to one another, “Who then is this, that 
even the wind and the sea obey him?” 

5:15                                                        
And they came to Jesus and saw the demon-

possessed man, the one who had had the 
legion, sitting there, clothed and in his right 

mind, and they were afraid. 



5:33                                                   
But the woman, knowing what had 
happened to her, came in fear and 

trembling and fell down before him and 
told him the whole truth. 

5:42                                                     
And immediately the girl got up and 

began walking (for she was twelve years 
of age), and they were immediately 

overcome with amazement. 



6:51                                                  
And he got into the boat with them, and 
the wind ceased. And they were utterly 

astounded 

9:5-6                                                
And Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good 

that we are here. Let us make three 
tents, one for you and one for Moses and 
one for Elijah.” For he did not know what 

to say, for they were terrified. 



10:32                                              
And they were on the road, going up to 
Jerusalem, and Jesus was walking ahead 
of them. And they were amazed, and 

those who followed were afraid. 

11:18                                              
And the chief priests and the scribes 
heard it and were seeking a way to 

destroy him, for they feared him, because 
all the crowd was astonished at his 

teaching. 



12:17                                               
Jesus said to them, “Render to Caesar the 
things that are Caesar's, and to God the 

things that are God's.” And they 
marveled at him. 

15:5                                                 
But Jesus made no further answer, so 

that Pilate was amazed. 



And they went out and fled from the 
tomb, for trembling and astonishment 

had seized them, and they said 
nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.	  


